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THE 


SUP PLEMEN, 


ATI 


O F 

John Freinshemius, 

T O 

QUINTUS CURT I US’s 

History of the Life and Actions of 
ALEXANDER the Great. 


chap. I. 

T H E life and actions of Alexander, who 

wrefted the empire from the Perfians, and 
transferr’d it to Greece, have been written 
by many Greek hiftorians; whereof moft 
were fpedators, and fome companions and niiniiteis of 
his atchievenients: and others, lie Jiimfclf, out of a 
hrong paflion that his fame iliou’d furvivc after his 
deceafe, appointed to tranfmit an account of his 
exploits to pofterity. But befides, that die real fads 
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B. I. 


to Quintus -Curtius, 


1 


my countrymen an idea of that king, who in the courfe 
of his fhort life conquer’d more countries than an y 
other prince ever afpired to. From whence we may con¬ 
clude, that human affairs are not guided by chance or 
hazard, but that commonly fortune conforms herfelf to 
thecondudl of men, and that no felicity can be lotting, 
which is deftitute of virtue. I find then that Alexan¬ 
der was plentifully endow’d and furnifh’d with ail the 
advantages of fortune and a great genius, that could 
be defir’d in a prince, who was deftin’d one day to 
arrive at fuch an extraordinary height of power and 
greatnefs. The kings of Macedon deriv’d their pe¬ 
digree from Hercules ; and Olympias, Alexander’s 
mother, reckon’d the origin of her family from 
Achilles. From his very infancy he wanted neither 
allurements nor examples to excite him in the plir- 
fu it of glory, nor mailers to teach him virtue, nor 
exercife to accuftom him to it. For his father, Philip, 
did by his continual wars raife the reputation of 
the Macedonians, who, ’till then were accounted 
dcfpicable, and by his conquctt of Greece, made 
them formidable every where. In fine, he not only 
laid die foundations of the great things which were 
done after his death, but even a little before his dc- 
ceafb, having refolv’d to carry the war into Peril a, he 
had levied men, gathered provihons, railed money, 
and, in fhort, had an army ready for that expedition ; 
and had n6lually open'd a paflage into Afia, by die 
means of Parmenio. But in this very jun&ure he was 
taken away, as if it had been on purpofc to leave to 
his fon lo great forces to carry on the war, and reap 
tlie full glory of it, when it was finifli’d ; which fecnis 
to have been the contrivance of fortune, who always 
yielded entire obedience to Alexander alone. This 
prince was fo much in the admiration of all men, not 
only after he had done fo great tilings, but even at 
his hr 11 felting out, that it was a quottioji whether it 
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were not more reafonable to aferibe the divine origi¬ 
nal of fo great a man immediately to Jupiter himfelf, 
rather than mediately to the fame god by the yEacidte 
and Hercules. When he went himfelf to vifit die 
temple of Ammon in Libya, no lefs would content 
him than to be call’d his fon, as we fhall Ihevv in 
the fequel. Moreover it was the opinion of ma- 
ci ny, Alexander was the off-fpring of a ferpent 
which Lad been feen in his mother’s bed-cham- 
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ber, and into which Jupiter had transform’d him- 
felf: that the credit of his divine pedigree was ad¬ 
vanc’d by dreams and prophefies; and that when 
Philip fent to Delphi to confult about it, he was 
admonifh’d by the oracle, to pay the greateft reve¬ 
rence to Ammon.” On the other hand, there arc 
thofe who affirm, “ That all this is mere fiction ; 
and that there was reafon to fufpcct Alexander’s 
mother was guilty of adultery : for that Ncclane- 
bus, king of ./Egypt, who was driven from his 
kingdom, did not go to Ethiopia, as was com¬ 
monly believ’d, but went to Macedonia, in hopes 
of receiving fuccours from Philip againft the power 
of the Persians. That he deceiv’d Olympias by 
the force of magical enchantments, and defil’d 
his landlord’s bed. That from that time Philip 
had a jcaloufy of her, and that it afterwards ap¬ 
pear’d this was the chief caufe of their divorce. 
That the very day that Philip brought Cleopatra 
into his houfc, Attains, his wife’s uncle, took the 
liberty to reproach Alexander with the bafenefs of 
his birth, while flic king himfelf Jifown’d him for 
his fon. hi fine, that the conlkmt rumour of 
Olympiad’s adultery was entertain'd not only in 
that part of the world, but even among the na¬ 
tions which he conquer’d. That the fiflion of the 
ferpent was derived from ancient fables, on pur- 
pofe to conceal the ignominy of that prince Is. 
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k That the Mefienians had formerly given out U:q 
fame ftory concerning Ariftcnienrs, and the Slov¬ 
enians concerning Ar illodanuis." in reality the 
fame report was fpread abroad among our a nee dors 
lonccrninc Scipio, who wa.s the firft that ruin'd Car- 

O l # J 

thage ; and the birth of Augulhis was in like manner 
thought to have had fomething divine in it. I or as 
to Romulus, the founder of Rome, there is no ocea- 
f'on to fay any thing of him ; fince there is no nation 
fo contemptible, but derives its origin either from feme 
god, or the ofF-fpring of a god. Alter all, the flight 
of Neflanebus does not agree with thofc times ; for 
Alexander was fix years of age, when that prince was 
vanquish'd by Ochus, and foil his kingdom and inhe¬ 
ritance but for all this, the talc which is reported 
of Jupiter, is not the lei's likely to be falfe. i: is 
aflirm'd, that Oh mplas hcriclf, having nothing to 
fear after her hu/banCs death. hvjoiiM at the vanity 
of her fon, who would needs have i: believ'd that he 
was fprung from Jupiter ; and begg'd him in a letter, 
u not to expole Iter to Juno's indignation, feeing me 
“ had been guilty of nothing thatddervkl that punilh- 
u rnent.'” However, before tliat time, flic is thought 
to have been the perfon that took the moll pains 
to gain credit to this fable, and is laid to have admo- 
nifh’d Alexander upon his expedition into Alia, “ To be 
mindful of his original, and do nothing that was 
unworthy of fo great a father. 

But it is generally agreed, that between the con¬ 
ception and birth of that prince, it was fignified both 
by prodigies and divers prefaces, how confidctablc a 
perfon Jhould be born. Philip flivv in his fleep the 
womb of Olympias fealed up with a ring, on which 
the pidurc of a lion was engravkl ; the memory 
whereof was preferv’d by the city of Alexandria in 

which was for a long time called Leontopolis. 
Arif lander, tiic aolcll diviner of that time,, who after- 

A j wards. 


i c 


U 



io 


Fr £ i n she Mies’s Supplement 


wards accompanied Alexander, and was his chief 7 

i 7 

prieft. interpreted that dream, and laid it fignifyM the 
marnannnuv and courage of the infant. The fame 
mghr that Olympias wa-> brought to bed, the temple 
ef Diana in Kphefus, the moil famous of all Aha, 
was burnt to a files. This was done by 
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who being apprehended and put to the tor- 
cure, confefs’d he had no other view in doing it, but 
•o [.uhrve h ; s jneinory by fome great and meniora- 
h 5 e act of impiety. Wherefore the Magi, who were 
r-.en at Kphefur, not reckoning fo great a misfortune 
from the lob of the *-rnpie alone, but looking upon 
it as a prdage of greater definition, fill'd the whole 
city with mournful exclamations ; “ That there was 
a torch kindled fomevhere, which, on the like 
account, and from the fame motive, fhould one 
u day confume all the call." It happen'd at the 
fame time that Philip fubdued Potidzea, a colony of 
five Athenians ; had news of his being conqueror at 
die Olympic games, whither he had fent chariots ; and 
receiv'd difpatches of greater moment by a courier 
f on* Pannenio, whom he had fent into Ulyricum* 
'* 'i ’hat the Macedonians had obtain'd a fignal victory 
“ over the Barbarians." While he was rejoicing at 
lb good, and fo univerfal a fucccfs, he receiv'd the 
news of Olympias's being brought to bed ; and the 
diviners confidently affirm’d, “ That he who was 
born in the midft of fo many victories and tri¬ 
umphs, fhould bean invincible prince." Jt is re¬ 
ported, that Philip being amazed at fuch a crowd of 
fuccdies, aud dreading the envy of the gods, begg’d 
of the goddefs Ncmens, “ To Be contented with re¬ 
venging thofe obfequious fervices of fortune by 
fome moderate calamity." It is likewife recorded. 
That in the city of Pella, two eagles fat on the top 
of the houfe where the queen was brought to bed, 
a whole day ; and that this was a prdage that ho 
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II 


B. L to Quintus Curtius. 

“ fhould be matter of the two empires of Afia and 
“ Europe:'’ which was eafy to interpret, after the 
things were come to pafs. I £nd it mention’d alfo 
in fome authors, “ That when that prince was born, 
u there was an earthquake, and that great thundering 
“ was heal'd, and lightning feen in the heavens.” 
The moll accurate hiftorians tell us he was born in 
the beginning of the 106th olympiad, when Elpines 
was praetor of Athens on the twenty fir ft day of July, 
which month the Macedonians at that time called 
Lous. At this time, the Roman people who had fub- 
fifted almoft four hundred years, were engag’d in. 
wars with their neighbours, and by their continual 1 
victories, and daily encreafe of dominion, were now 
{hewing the prelude of that power which was by de¬ 
grees to fubdue the whole world. 

Chap. II. Pliilip being blotted with a fon, of whom, 
fo many happy omens made him conceive the highefl 
hopes, turn'd all his thoughts towards his education. 
For being a wife man, and a lover of his country, he 
eafily perceiv'd that all his endeavours would be to 
no purpofe, if he fhould leave an ignorant and floth- 
ful prince behind him, to govern Macedonia, while 
things where in an unfettlcd ftate every where ; and. 
that his glory could not be long’d-liv'd, if the great 
things he had begun, fhould be loft and ruin’d by the 
wcaknefs or negligence of a fuceeffor. Among his 
letters, that difereet and elegant one which he wrote 
to Ariflotle, who was then at Athens with Plato, is 
yet extant, and is conceiv'd in words much to this 
purpofe. 

Philip to Aristotle wiflieth health. 

I am to acquaint you, that a fon is born to me £ 
nor do I thank the gods fo much for his birth, 
as for his being born in your time. 1 hope that 
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Freinshemius's Supplement 

when he fhnil have been educated and inilrudlcd bv 

9 

yon, he Hi all be worthy of us, and fit to fuccecd 
to fo great a kingdom. For I think it much better 
to be without children, than to beget them for a 
puniliimcut, and educate them to the lhame and 
uhliouour of their anccftor*. 


Nor was Philip miitaken ; for having been long 
un !cr the <li;eO:;b n «*-f Ari/lotle, the effedl was, that 
the inflrucliom. he receiv'd from that great mailer laid 

O 

a foundation for, and enabled liim to perform all the 
meat exploits which lie executed from that time. But 

o r 

iheib were the occurrences cf future years. In the 


mean time Leonidas, Olympias’s kinfman, and L\fi* 
machus of Acarnania, were appointed to be Ins foiter- 
fathers’and tutors. Befides thefe, he had one Philip a 
piiyfcian, of the fame country, to take care of hh 
health ; and a nurfe equally happy in the tenipcraan e 
of her body, and the difpofition of her mind, whole 
name was Iicllanica, the daughter of Prop!?, of one 
of the belt families in all Macedon. This care tliat 


was taken to bring him up, had fo good an effect, that 
when he was but a child, he gave promifing hopes of 
ids becoming that great king which he afterwards 
f.hewkl himfelf to be. For there appear’d a very ex¬ 
traordinary vigor and activity in his tender limbs, and 
in all the mants of an heroic genius he very far out- 
flripkl his age. He was by nature of a beautiful and 
comely make, and defpifed drefs, laying, “ That an 
<c anxious care about adorning of the body, was 
C( proper for women, w ho had no other gifts that 
<{ could fet them oft* to fo much advantage. That if 
“ he could but be mailer of virtue, he fhould be 


“ handfbine and fine enough." When he grew up, 
there appear’d a perfect fymmetry in his members, 
his joints were llrong and firm ; and being but of n 
middle ftaturc, ho was really ilronger than he np- 

“ pearhi 
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Quintus Curtius. 


*S 


pear’d to be. His fkin was white, only his cheeks 
and his bread were dy’d with an agreeable red ; his 
hair was yellow, and went into a gentle curl; his 
note was aquiline, and his eyes of different colours; 
for his left eye h laid to have been blue, and his right 
very black. There was a certain fecrct virtue in 
them ; infomuch that no body could look on his 
countenance without veneration and fear. He could 
run with wonderful fwiftnefs, which he often practis’d, 
even when he was king, as efteeming it of great ufe 
in expeditions ; and he was often feen to run for a 
prize with the fwiftcfl perfons about him. He bore 
fatigue with a patience and firmnefs that even pafles 
belief; and by this one virtue he oftentimes fav'd 
both himi'eif and his armies in the greatefl extremities. 
by frequent cxercifes, and a very warm conftitution, 
he did fo purge off any bad humours which commonly 
ledge under the fkin, that not only his breath, but 
aib what he perfpir’d through die pores of his body 
were fweet, and his vciy cloaths had a fragant fmeli ; 
and this was the caufe, as fome think, why he was 
iO much inclin’d to wine and paflion. Pictures and 
f cf hijn arc yet to be icen, winch were the per- 
iormancc: of die belt art ids. for left the comclincfs 
of hit; face Ihculd ruder any thing from die unfkilful- 
nef. of vidyar feu 1 plots or painter;., lie ft rift ly forbid 
•Usv to draw his pkkvt without J is order, and threat- 
ctu to }ninth any one t! at fhonld dii'obey it. fn con- 
v-ucenee v;ue:cof, tho’ thcie was abundance of good 
Vi>:| mh.u, vet /\ pcik:. war- the only perfim who had 
in ( oiix-nt to dn.w l.b puiure : Pyrgotclcs ro grave 
runj on pre(ions Ihuu.*, and l.yfippvs and Polyclctus 
ft* ”cprc!. ut 1 im in medal:.. Hi-, rovernor f.conidas 

• k * 

1 •• t to hn\r walk’d too fail, which Alexander learnt 
< f Inin ; and never was able to help it afterwards by 
all h:, ci dea'/onrs. I am not ignorant that vciy much 
is owing to cduuiuon ; but i am inclin’d to impute 
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tliis rather to the temper of that young prince, than t« 
his accuftoming hinifelf to it ; s for it was impoflible for 
one of his ardour and impetuofity of fpirit, not to have 
the motions of his body anfwerablc to it. And this 
haftinefs of his was fo far from being accounted an im¬ 
perfection by his fucceffors, that they ftudioufly a heft¬ 
ed it, and imitated him therein ; as they did in his wry 
neck, which Iean’d to his left fhoulder, in his piercing 
look and high voice, being incapable to copy the vir¬ 
tues of his mind. In reality, there were many of them 
whofe long lives had fcarce any thing in them that de¬ 
fend'd to be compar’d to his childhood. Nor did he ever 
fay or aft any thing that was mean or bafe, but all 
his words and aftions were equal to, or even furpafs'd 
his fortune. For tho’ he was moft ambitious of praife, 
yet he did notaffeft to draw it indifferently from every 
rhing, but would have it a rife from things that were 
mod praife-worthy; being fcnfiblc that the praife 
which arifes from mean aftions is inglorious and dif- 
honourable, and that that victory which is gamed ovrv 
the braved enemy, is fo much the more noble and 
illaftrious. Therefore when fome perions told him., 
that feeing lie vv;y an excellent runner, he ouzht to 
litl Jiiinfelf among thofe who were to contend for* 

l ■ 

the prize at the Olympic grimes, after die example 
of a king of his name ; and that cb* raw he h.ot.k: 

O 7 * 

acquire a great fame all ever Greece he ar.- 
hver'd, u I would certainly do fo, if I was to run 
“ a gain ft kings.’ 7 As often as Philip obtain'd any fg- 
nal viftorv, or reduc’d any rich and flrong place, he 
could not cor.ceal his grief, amid ft the rejoicing of 
others ; and he was heard to complain among! t boys 
<jt lii.sownage, <v That his father would leave nothing 
for him and them to do, when they came fo bo 
men.” For r.e look’d upon every accofiion of 
power and riches to be a diminution to his glory, 

unci had a llrojiger pallion for honour lino for yw dm. 
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He was naturally difpos’d to fleep but little, and en- 
creas’d his watchfulnefs by art. If any thing happen’d 
to him that requir’d ferious thought, he put his arm 
out of the bed, holding a lilver ball in his hand, which, 
by its fall into a bafon might make a noife, and fo 
difperfe that hcavinefs which was inclining him to 
(lumber. From his very infancy he lov’d to worlhip 
the gods fplendidly ; and one day as they were facri- 
heing, he flung fo much incenfe into the fire, that 
Leonidas, who was a fevere and parfimonioers man, 
not being able to bear that profufion, cried out', 
“ You may burn incenfe in this manner, when you 
“ conquer the countries where it grows.” Remem- 
bring this faying afterwards, when he fettled the affairs 
of Arabia, which produces incenfe, he fent Leonidas 
a vail quantity of this perfume, ordering him withal, 
“• To be more libera for the future, in paying ho- 
“ nour to the gods, fince he was now convinc’d that 
u they did plentifully repay the gifts that had been 
“ chcarfully made them. 

He gave early marks of a fublime and enterprizing 
genius. Artaxerxes, iirnam’d Ochus, was at that time 
king of Perfia. Artabazus and Menapis, both gover¬ 
nors of provinces, and Mcmnon of Rhodes, a famous 
general, revolted and made •war upon him ; but being 
\anquilh’d by the king’s forces, they left Afiaand Red. 
to Philip. Alexander, who wa:. not then feven years 
of age, was wonderfully delighted with them, and of¬ 
ten a (It’d them queftions winch had nothing either 
childifn or mean in them, conctrr.h.g the anaii: of 
Perfia ; fuch as, 4< How the rnval dignity and pew cr 
were fupported ? What foit of turns were i.fed 
“ among the Pcrfians, andwiuil.cr they vs eie valiant ? 
whether their horfes run we'.P how many (lays 
journey Macedonia was dilimit from Sufti ? wkit 

kind (jf life the king led. what were Ins exer- 

i I ^ 

uks and diver lions, and what thaiacLr Lc bad 
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cc 
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(( with refpe& to bravery and virtue?” Afterwards, 
when at the intreaty of Mentor, Memnon’s brother, 
whole fitter was married to Artabazus, Ochus Jiad par¬ 
don’d the exiles, and demanded them of Philip, Alex¬ 
ander fo ftruck the ambafladors of that king with the 
admiration of his extraordinary genius at fo tender 
an age, that one of them broke out into thefe words: 
This boy is indeed a great king, but ours a rich 
one.” .But tho’ he feem’d to owe all this to the 
bounty of nature, yet he ow’d it no lefs to his edu¬ 
cation. For his father being appriz’d, how much ad¬ 
vantage he hirnfclf had reap’d in the company of Epa- 
minondas, and that he had done much greater things 
by his eloquence, than by his power ; was very care¬ 
ful that bis ion fhould be well tinctur’d with the liberal 
arts from his verv infancy. Wherefore bv extraordi- 

• • w 

nary rewards, he retain’d Ariftorle, a philofophcr of 
reputation, to deliver to him even rhe Hr ft elc- 
rnenf* of ktfers. Nor was that mod learned man 
v:ic from that r.r'l, knowing of how much ra- 

it vrw, tha. a prince who was to wear a 

< i 

*.:Ohu, fhouhl he rhr. f lv mdraclcd in the betbmbng ; 

J O • v. 1 O 

.••’d hpv. rkiicido::-. a thing it was to rentunn fr..all 

ll v ido;-i w hkh rhere \v«*u noaiiaisrhv r lo 'ovater. 

I le Lid •tf tCTVv’:ifc rural mailers, cadi of whit k < ; 

•’Til'd in ids wav ; t*v w! /h means he no; oulv f.uaiiij (1 

• • 

his mind with noble idv.but liken re hr • i Lioci of 

* 

( ‘Trcifr-.. brought hir. body to then a temper, ;i at ir 

' C 1 ' * 

could perform ail military evercill's, an ! bear ail r.iM:- 
\ • 

it(-r of fatigue : nor was he ti\n idle, when he ieuifb 
tu be doing nothing : for he did not fo much relax hi; 
mind by tennis and dancing, as pupate hi limb, fc 
more import; ',u * u • N. 

Chat. 111 . A\a r hr had attain'd to riper year: and 
parts, and was become lit (li more tenons ‘Indies, he w as 
continually in Ariiloilcb, cop i';i:*v, whom hb.fv.h'T had 

» f * 

jccaird Horn Mitvlenc, Ulj luck time as heilcaedcd 
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to the kingdom after his father’s death, and undertook 
an expedition into Afia. During that time, he made 
himfelf mailer of every thing that was to be learn’d 
from fo great an inftructor. He apply’d himfelf to 
the ftudy of nature, with fo much t re more applica¬ 
tion, as lie conceiv’d more extraordinary hopes of be¬ 
ing one day the emperor of the whole earth ; and he 
carry’d on and encouraged this ftudy, with a truly 
royal mind and coft. He commanded all thofe who 
liv’d by hunting, fowling or fifhing, over Afia and 
Greece, and every one that had attain’d to any Ik ill 
that v ay, to obey Ariftotlc ; that fo he might be the 
better able to treat dearly and certainly of the nature 
of animals. ’Tis certain, he allow’d that philofopher 
eight hundred talents, in order to defray the charges 
of that undertaking. And fo much was he enamour’d 
with that ftudy, that he laid out money, and bellow’d 
pains upon it, of which he was never like to fee the 
eHeels. An hundred years after his death, deers were 
taken with golden chain 1 about their necks, which he 
had put on, to the end pofteritv might judge what 
credit was to be given to the llorks about the great 
are of thofe creatures. That he under Hood the more 

(Iblime fciences, which are common-v call’d Acroama- 

* • 

r.a ks, is evident from his letter to Ariftotlc, wherein 
he complains, “ That he had pvnj hcmM their dignity, 
“ by divulging their principle.^.’ 1 Upon which, Ari - 
faitle excus'd hiinklf. bv anfturinv, “ That thofe 
books were poblilh’d in fuch a manner, as that they 
might be reckon’d r.otpubbfikd , for that no body 
“ would be able to underftand the meaning of them, 
but Inch as had a heady been inftnated in the prin- 
” tuples which they contain’d.” \\ hen Alexander 
demanded his books of rhetoric, he ftrkdv foibid him 
u> let them come to the hands of any oilier : for he 
was no Ids defirour, to excel others hi arts and feienccs, 
than in power and greatnefs j not could he endure that 

men 
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men of the loweft rank, Ihould fhare that glory with 
him. Befides, it appears from his letters, that he 
fludied phyfic under one Ariiiotle, who was the foil of 
a. phyfician, of the race of Aifculapius. But he liudied 
that part of philofophy fo well, wliich teaches a man 
to command both himfelf and others, that he is thought 
to have undertaken the fubverfion of that vaft weight 
and power of the Perfian empire, rather by his mag¬ 
nanimity, prudence* temperance, and fortitude, than 
by his arms and riches. He frankly own’d, “ That 
tc he ow’d more to Ariiiotle than to Philip ; for that 
“ he was indebted to the one for his life ; to the other, 
“ for that life’s being formed upon the principles of 
“ honour and virtue.” Neverthelefs, it has been be^ 
lieved by fome, not without ground, that his mind, 
which was fo bred with ambition, was yet more in¬ 
flamed by the too great value which Ariiiotle fet upon 
honour and glory, wliich he plac’d in the rank of 
things that may be called goods ; fo that he not only 
multiply’d wars upon wars, in order to extend his do¬ 
minions, but would needs be look’d upon as a god. 

But to continue the thread of our llory : Ariiiotle 
r.ot <toi]y receiv’d great honours and rewards in the 
reign of Alexander, but even in Philip's life-time he 
had already received a vaft recoin pence for Alexanders 
education, having obtained the re-dlabliflunent of his 
own country. The Olynthians had been Philip’s bif- 
tereft enemies; for bordering upon Macedonia, and 
being hitherto equal to him in power, they could not 
l>car, that under a warlike and cunning king, the 
kingdom Ihould receive accc/hons of ilrengrh and 
riches, which were one day like to bring dell Million 
©r fervitude upon his neighbours, f or which rauft\ 
as the minds of both parties were in (lam'd more than 
ordinarily, fo the contention was more llubhorn, and 
the victory pro fee u ted with greater fe verity. Philip 
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took and plunder'd the city, and laid it level with the 
ground he fold the inhabitants, and exercifed the 
fame fevcrity upon all the other towns of their jurif- 
didlion. Stagira, where Ariftotle was born, fuffer'd 
the fame misfortune ; but that philofopher rebuilt it 
with the permiflion, and at the expense of Philip ; 
and when it was reftor’d to its former hate, he gave 
laws to it, which were obferv’d in it from that time. 
Thus the w'ifdom of one citizen rais’d that city which 
had been barn’d and demolilh’d, which the powerful 
efforts of fo many brave 'men could not hinder from 
being deftroyed, when it was handing and in a flourith¬ 
ing ifate. But in what mighty efteem Ariilotle was 
with Philip, may be guefsM from hence : that he of¬ 
ten admonifh’d his fon to apply himfelf clofcly to the 
ihidy of wifdom under fo excellent a mailer, left he 
ihould after* *ards be guilty of many things, which 
might be the cccafion both of his ftiame and repen ¬ 
tance. Nor did Alexander ever after fail to fhev/ the 
high oil refpeft for his mailer, even am id ft his mod 
important affairs. He had frequent correfpondence 
with liim by letters, and not only afk’d his opinion 
about the Arcana of the fcicnces, but alfo fought re- 

? O 

medics from him for corroding his manners. An- 
node wiotc to him, “ Tint the bell way, in his opi- 
‘ nion, to make both himfelf and his fubjefh happy, 
was to remember, that fo great power \\;a> not given 
4 ‘ him to injure mankind, but to do them good : that 
'* he would do well to let bounds to his pafiion,’’' 
vTich he knew lie was very fubjeT u> : *" That it 
“ was below him to Hy out in a paihonat his inieiiors. 
and that he had not his equal any where to be angry 
with.” But at lull, when pride had got the afeen- 
dant over him, lie began to defpife him; cfpecially 
wl'eo he thought he was become his enemy, upon the 

O * j 

-xvoant of iJic death of Culiilhencs ; and after, he 
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fancy’d that Ariftodc vex’d him with deputes, con¬ 
trary to the precepts of wifdom, and out of revenge, 
on pretence of defpifmg human grandeur and am¬ 
bition. 

It is certain, that a little before his death, when 
Callander was endeavouring to vindicate his father 
from the crimes with which he had been charged, he 
is laid to have broke out into thefe words: 44 That he 

4 

u was come inftru<fted with the artifices of Ariftotle’s 
“ fubtility, to evade the juft complaints of others by 
fallacious quibbles and tfc a n threaten’d 44 to do 
both of them a mifchief, if he found what had 
been complain’d of to be true And this he pro¬ 
nounc’d with fiich an angry and ftern countenance, 
that long after jiis death, Callander, who then go¬ 
vern’d Greece, happening to fee a pidure of Alexan¬ 
der at Delphi, was feiz’d with horror and trembling, 
all over his body, by being put in mind of the danger 
he had been in. This gave occafion to fpealc very 
djfadvantageoufty of Ariftode; becaufe it was die 
common rumour, that it was by his contrivance that 
the pojTon which was the caufc of Alexander's death, 
was carry’d to Babylon in a iicrfe’s hoof. He was 
alfo a great lover of malic, and praftifed it with atten¬ 
tion in his younger years ; t ill fuch time as his father 
aiVdhim in a fcornhtl manner, 44 Whether he was 
u not afhamVl to play lo elegantly?” whereupon he 
began to it. as an art tJiat did not become his 

vj O 7 # 

majefty. At that time being dchr’d by Ins imilic- 
mallcr to touch a certain IImg according to ait, 
44 What matters if, hi id he, if I fhould touch this ?’* 
pointing to another. To which the matter an¬ 
swered, “ "1 no matter for one who is to be 
44 a kine, but it concerns one who would be a pcod 

<- 1 7 O 

44 player upon inftruments*” He u.is afterwards de¬ 
lighted with itrong and manly muhe, and had an 

u\ crfion 
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averfion to foft effeminate airs, as things by which' 
mens manners were corrupted. Upon which account 
he was very much taken with Timotheus, who was 
very famous in that profeflion ; for this man, accom¬ 
modating his art to Alexander’s humour, did once fo 
ravilh him by Phrygian airs, that lie feem’d all in a 
tranfport, and afluated as it were by fome divine in- 
ipiration, and haften'd to his arms, as if the enemy 
had been juft at hand. He like wife ftudy’d eloquence 
under Anaximenes Lampfacenus, which was afterwards 
the caufe of faving the city of Lamplacum when 
Alexander had a mind to deltroy it for efpoufkg the 
interefts of the Pcrfians. For beholding Anaximenes 

o 

coming without the walls, and apprehending that he 
was coming to beg him to hive his country, ne fwore 
bv the Grecian gods, “ That he wou’d not grant what 
he was coming to alk.” Upon the hearing of which, 
the petitioner, who had his wits about him, aik’d him 
* £ to deftroy Lampfacum.” Alexander being tied by 
his oath, but more charm’d by his old mailer’s cunning, 
granted a pardon to the people of Lamplacum. He <lc- 
ipiAl comedians, as people that dealt in matters that had 
i incongruity with hisdeiigns, and who were born for no 
other end but to debauch mens morals. Nor did he 
value prize-fighting champions, tho’ they were iri 
great elccem all over Greece, perhaps becaufc he look’d 
upon them as idle fellows, who pamper’d their bo¬ 
dies, and gave them helves up to Ihcw tricks upon a 
ftage, inilcad of employing their llrength and activity 
in the fervice of their country. But he was a great 
encouragcr of all other arts, and even of Inch as had 
never come the leall in the way of his own Undies. 
For which reafon, all that ctlccm’d themfelves excel¬ 
lent in any art, came flocking to him from all parts of 
the world, and either prelented him with fome piece 
of their ingenuity, or fome fpceimen of their art; 

for 
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for which they commonly receiv’d immenfe fum s 
from a molt liberal and munificent king, whofe fortune 
was equal to the largenefs of his foul. He likewife 
fent rich prefents to fuch as were remarkable either 
for great learning or virtue, in the remote# parts, 
which was the reafon why there appear’d at that time 
fo many learned men, and excellent artificers, info- 
much that fcarce any age ever abounded more with 
ufeful and fine arts. For nothing is more certain, than 
that the manners and fludies of fubje&s are formed ac¬ 
cording to the example of the prince ; and that all the 
decays that happen to hates, are to the honour or dis¬ 
grace of thofe who govern. 

Chap. IV. Of all the monuments of antiquity, he 
had the greate# efteem for Homer, who he thought was 
the only perfon that had perfedly deferib'd that wifdoni 
by whicn empires fubfitt; and had fuch a paflion for 
him, that he was called Homer’s Lover. He was 
wont to carry his books always along with him ; and 
even when he went to bed, he put them and his fword 
under his pillow, calling them “ his military Viaticum, 
iC and the elements of warlike virtue. ” He efteem’d 
Achilles to have been happy in finding fo great a man 
to celebrate his virtues. 

Having found a mo# curious cafket both for mat¬ 
ter and workmanfhip, among# the plunder of Da- 
inafcus, and his friends having aik’d him, “ What 
“ ufe it was moft proper for ?” he anfwerkl, “ We 
u will dedicate it to Homer, fince ’tis but reafonablc 
“ tliat the mo# precious monument of human wit, 
“ iliould be prefer v’d in the fine# piece of workman- 

fhip.” From hence the mo# corned edition of that 
poet, which Alexander was at much pains to get, was 
call’d the “ edition of the cafketbecaufe in that 
cafket the Perfians had us’d to keep odours and per¬ 
fumes, One day as a certain meflenger of good news 

1‘UUr 
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run towards him, in all hade dretching out his right 
H hand, with the highelt marks of joy in his counte¬ 
nance ; “ What news can you tell me, fays he, that’s 
“ worthy of fo much joy, unleis that Homer is alive 
again ?” He was then arriv’d to fuch a degree of 
1 -appineCs that he thought there wanted nothing to 
com pleat his glory, but one capable to trumpet his 
-jVdile. By frequent reading of him, he had got him 
almoil all by heart; fo that no perfon could quote him 
more readily or familiarly, or judge of him more 
juitly. But of all his verfes, he was bed pleas’d with 
that wherein Agamemnon is prais’d both as a good 
general and a valiant foldier; and look’d upon it as 
his chief incentive to virtue, and the guide of his 
manners. 

Thus being mader of thofe arts and accompli fo¬ 
ments, he notably maintain’d the grandeur and dignity 
of his fortune, and kept himfelf free from haughti- 
rtefs and libertinifm, by which mod princes are afted. 
His ornament and drefs did hardly diftinguilh him from 
a private perfon ; for he was of opinion, that a prince 
ought to lurpafs his fubjefts rather in the culture of 
virtue, than in the finery of his cl oaths. He was 
chearful, civil, and affable, but fo as not to appear 
little. He was a lover of wine, but went not the 
length of drunkennefs ; for in his leifurc hours, he pre¬ 
ferred conversation to drinking. He had fuch a con¬ 
tempt for pleafurcs, that his mother was afraid he was 
unfit for begetting children. He held it as an invio¬ 
lable law, that he ought never to defile another's bed. 
He followed thefe maxims of life and manners a long 
while, anda&ed die part of a great and worthy king, 
till fuch time as he was fhaken by a certain impetus, 
and changed by a ftrong current of fortune, fo as to 
depart from his former moderation by degrees. He 
fhew’d an extraordinary courage and dexterity, to the 

great 
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great aftonifnmcnt of his father and others, in manag- 
the hor/c Bucephalus, which name was given him 
from his being mark’d with the figure of an ox’s head. 
Theffaly was very much fam’d at that time for hue 
horfes, and great numbers of them were bred in that 
country, but none of them was to be compar’d to 
Bucephalus either for mettle or beautifulnefs; for 
which reafon Phi Ionic us a Pharfalian, drinking him wor¬ 
thy of the greateft prince in thofe parts, brought him 
to Philip, and propos’d to fell him for fixtecn talents. 
But when they came to try his fpeed and management, 
by riding him out into the fields, there was none 
of die king's friends or attendants that durft venture 
to manage him ; for he role upon them, and frighten’d 
all that eflay’d to mount him, by Lis fiercer, els : fo 
that he was now look’d upon as unmanageable and 
ufclefs, upon the account of his wildnefs : at which 
Alexander fighing faid, “ What a fine horfe thofe 
people lofe through their ignorance and cowardice !” 
After having repealed thefc words over and over, his 
father chid him, “ For finding fault with horfemen 
“ that were both older and more fkilful than himfelf, 
“ as if lie could manage that horfe better than they.” 
To which he anfwercd, “ I will manage him better 
“ than they, father, if you will give me leave.” 
Upon this, the father afk’d him, “ What he would 
“ forfeit if he could not execute what he had under- 


“ taken?” “ 1 will fojfeit the price of the horfe,” 
reply’cl lie. At this every body Intil'd, and agreed, 
“ 'I'liat if he won, his father (liould buy the horfe for 


“ him ; but if he loll, he Jhould lay down rlic money 
“ himfelf.” Then Alexander taking the horfe by the 
bridle, turn’d him directly to the fun, (hat fo he might 
not fee Iris fliadow ; for he had obferv’d, that tida 


frighten’d him, and made hint more untraftable. 
Finding his fury was not much abated notv/itiiilanding 

this. 
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this, he flroak’d his mane, laid his cloak aflde gently, 
■ and jump’d upon him at once, though he was foam- 
• ing with rage. Then Bucephalus, that was not us’d 
to obey, begun to fling with his heels, and throw a- 
bout his head, and very obftinately refufe to be guided 
by the bridle ; then he eflayM to get loofe, and run 
away full fpeed. He was then in a fpacious plain that 
was fit for riding in : wherefore Alexander giving him 
the rein, and fetting his fpurs to his fides, rid Ihout- 
ing with all the vigour and fury imaginable. And 
after he had travers’d a vafl fpace of ground, till he 
was weary, and willing to flop, he fpurr’d him on till 
fuch time as his mettle was exhaufled, and he became 
tame ; after which, he brought him back very gentle 
and tradable. When Alexander alighted, his father 
embrac’d him with tears of joy, and killing him, faid, 
4C He mud feck out a larger empire for himfelf, for 
ct that the kingdom of Maced on was too fmall for 
“ fo vafl a fpirit.” Afterwards Bucephalus continued 
the fame fiercencfs towards others, while he obey’d 
Alexander alone with a wonderful fubmifiion ; and af¬ 
ter he had been his companion in many labours and 
dangers, he was at laft kill’d in a battle againft Porus. 
The moll excellent artificers thought this was a worthy 
iubjed to celebrate their (kill upon : and there are two 
marble flatucs of Alexander taming his horfe, which 
were a tryal of (kill between Praxiteles and Phidias. 
And tho’ it is not certain that they are the flatties of 
Alexander, yet fomc authors of very good note have 
believed them to be fo. 

By thefe and fuch like tryals of hi', genius and cou¬ 
rage, he came to fo high an efleem with Philip, that 
when he laid fiege to the city of Byzantium, he 
thought his fon fit to be trullcd with the entire ma¬ 
nagement of the affairs of all Macedonia, tho’ he was 
then butfixteen years of age. Some of the Mcdari 
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(who were a people of Thrace, and fubject to Mace¬ 
donia) perceiving this, thought they had now found a 
fit opportunity for a revolt, which they had Jong me¬ 
ditated, and i'o made no fcruple of difeovering their 
defigns. But die young prince, glad of this occafion 
of fhewing his courage and condudf, inarch'd again!! 
them in all hade, with the captains that his father had 
left behind him ; and having overcome the rebels, 
end banifh’d them from the city , he gave it to be in¬ 
habited by Grangers of feveral nations, which they 
called Alexandropolis, after the name of their founder. 
Tho’ this fuccefs was the caufe of great joy to Philip, 
yet fearing left the young prince might undertake, to 
his own deftruftion, things beyond his power, if he 
was left to his own conduct, he fent for him, to the 
end that under his tutorage he might learn to mode¬ 
rate his heat with prudence, and made Life of his ftre- 
nuous and ready fervicc, which was ever full of fpirir 
and alacrity, in fubduing the cities of the Cherfone- 
fus. But finding that the fiege of the city of By¬ 
zantium drew into length, both becaufe the place 
was ftrong, and the inhabitants fought bravely in de¬ 
fence of their liberty ; and befides, being inform’d 
that both the Greeks and Barbarians, who were jea¬ 
lous of the growth of Philip’s power, were coming 
from all parts to their afiiftance ; he defpair'd of being 


raafter of that city, and was only foiicitous how to 
break up from the fiege with the greateft fafety for his 
men, and his honour. Atlieas w as at that time king 
of the Geta% a people of Scythia ; who being prefs’d 
bj/ the Iftrians, demanded fuccours of Philip ; pro- 
mifingat the fame time to make him his heir, i! by 
his afiiftance he cou’d retrieve his defperate a flairs. 


But when lie found that the enemy’s general was dead, 
and hini 1 elf delivered from the npprehenlion of war, 
he fent back the Macedonians without fulfilling his 

promile. 
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. promife, telling them, “ That he neither wanted 
' “ their affiftance, nor the adoption of Philip ; that lie 
“ had troops enough of his own to defend him againft 
“ his enemies, and that he had a fon to fucceed him 
(C in his kingdom.” Philip being nettled at this foul 
dealing, and bent upon revenge, rais’d the fiege of 
Byzantium, and inarch’d his troops into Scythia, 
where lie engag’d the Barbarians, whom he overcame 
by his wife conduct, notwithstanding their fuperiority 
in number. All the booty of that victory confifted of 
vaft flocks of cattle and horfes, and female captives 
and children ; nor was there any other prey taken ; 
for the Getre were not defirous of riches, but content¬ 
ing themfelves with daily fuftenance, reckon’d poverty 
amongft the conveniencies of life. When Philip was 
returning from Scythia, and march’d through the 
country of the Triballi with a vail equipage and much 
baggage ; that people taking poffelfton of all the roads, 
denied him palTage, unlefs he would give them a 
Blare of his booty. There were Greek mercenary 
troops in Philip's army, who took it it ill too that they 
had not a (hare in the fruits of that viftory, fince they 
had been fharers in the danger. 

This occafion’d a mutinv in the army, which iflued 
® • * * 

in a very hot difpute, in which many of both fides lay 
dead on thefpot, and the king himlclf was wounded 
in the thigh, and his horfe was kill’d with the fame 
wound ; Inch was the force of the dart, and fo great 
the flrength of him iliat threw it. Here Alexander 
was the lirft perfon that ran in to the relief of his 
fa:her, who was lying upon the ground. lie cover¬ 
ed him with his ikickl, Kill’d foine that were rufhing 
upon him, and put the roll to flight. Thus was 
the father fav’d by the piety and duty of his fon, 
while thofe who were juft ready to difpatch him rail 
away, as believing lie was already dead ; fo that he 

fee liv’d 
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feem’d to owe his life to the defperate condition'of his 
wound, and efcaped death, by the fuppofition of his 
having already fuifer’d it. 

Mean while, in this hurry and confufion, the booty 
was loft. Philip was lame by this wound, and when 
at firft he feem’a to regret that imperfection of his 
limbs, his fon comforted him by this faying, that de¬ 
fences to be remembred by all fucceeding ages, “ That 
“ he ought not to be angry at a wound, which put 
<c him in mind of his valour at every ftep he took. 

Philip had by this time acquired fame and power 
enough ; he had receiv’d abundance of wounds, and 
gone through dangers enough, if his mind that was 
blinded with ambition could have fuffer’d him to live 
in quiet. He had made the Macedonians, who had 
formerly been tributaries to the Illyrians, mafters not 
only of all their neighbours, but alfo of very diftant 
nations. He had fubdu’d the Triballi, reduc’d Thrace 
under his obedience, and commanded many of the 
Greek ftates; and influenc’d others, either by fear, or 
by bribes. Daochus, Cineas, Thrafydaeus, Eudicus, 
and Simus of Larifla, had conquer'd the Theftalians 
for him ; Cercidas, Hieronymus and Eucalpidas, the 
Arcadians; Myrtis, Teledamus and Mnafeas, die Ar- 
gives; Euixtheus, Cleotimus and Arilhechmus, the 
Eleans; Neon and Thrafylochus, the Sons of Philia- 
des, had fubdu’d the Meflenians ; Ariftratgs and De- 
lnaratus the Sicyonians; Ptfteodorus, Helixus and 
Perilaus, the Mcgarcnians ; and Hipparchus, Clitar- 
clius, and Sofiftratus, the Euboeans. Now thefe three 
great men, were chiefs of their cities : Eefidcs, Eu- 
thycrates and Lallhencs had betrayed Olynthus. 

Jn fhort, Spaita was the only commonwealth that 
nobly preferv’d her liberty, and was free from trea¬ 
chery. hut as Philip afpired at die conquell of all 
Gieece, he ealily perceived that the power of tire 
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a; Athenians was die great ell bar to his enterprises: nor 
•I was that co min on wealth without traitors : but the 


Hi 


if people, who could do what they they had a mind to, 
oppos’d the growing power of the Macedonians, by the 
■ 'i nerfualion of Demofthenes : having underdood by fre- 

•‘.♦I A - ' . . r .• ® ^ 

•"gquent contentions (as it often falls out among power- 
/4'ful neighbours) how daring and cunning Philip was, 
>nc! how little he regarded either reputation or faith, 
■•'when dominion was in the difpute. The king was 
mightily enrag’d again ft the Athenians, becaufe it was 
to them that his late mifearriage at Byzantium was 
' .owing ; for they not only lent to their alliftance a fleer 
■of a hundred and twenty fail, but likewife prevail’d 
.itpon the people of Chius and Rhodes to do the fame 
thing. Wherefore, while the wound which he had 
receiv’d in the country of the Triballi was a curing, 
he made all manner of preparations fecrctly, in order 
to fall upon die Athenians, when they lead fufpe&ed 
his defign. He kept an army on foot, on pretence 
ti.art.Ue Illyrians, who were naturally fierce, and un- 
aujuainted wilii fervitude, had already attempted to 
fluke oh the yoke that had been lately put upon 
them. 


■ i Alexander was font again ft tliofe Barbarians, whom 
■'liavmg defeated and put lo flight, he gave the world. 

hopes oi his fortune and virtue, and conceiv’d 
the lame of him/elf, that he now thought he was able 
t6 govern affairs by himfelf, without his father’s di- 
reelion. Thcfe things were done in the fpacc of two 
years. Now Philip having all things ready for his 
Aterprize, and thinking it was high time to put in 
execution what he had for foine time deiign’d, took 
Jiokl of as good an oecafion a,s he.could have vvilh’d, 
to lead Jus many into C hvc.ec, which he did before the 
ipiing of the year, and lent for the troops of his 
a|livs out ol Pelopoimehiv. He had been created ge- 
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neral of the Greeks by a decree of the Amphklyonc. 
to chaftife the infolence of the Locrians, who inha 
blted the city of Amphiffa: for in contempt of th 
authority of the Amphiftyoncs, they continued to oc 
cupy the territory of Cyrrha, tiro' it was dedicated t 
Apollo, and had wounded their general, and cut \ 
pieces feveral of their men. Philip was at that tim 
m alliance with the Athenians ; but they lookt upo 
that as a fmall fecurity, if the king could maf 
any advantage of breaking his faith. Wherefore the 
font ambafladors to him, to defire him “ to obfen 
the treaty, or at lcafl to commit no hoflility 'till d 
fpring was well advanced. That in the mean win 
cr tire Athenians would confult about meafures to m 
“ commodate the differences that were bctv.ee 
c< them. They likewiie lent an cmbally to Tlrclu- 
“ to reprefent to the Thebans the common dam i 
“ and to exhort them to concur with them in the 6 
“ fence of all Greece." 

But Philip preferv'd tire friendfhip between t; 
Thebans and Macedonians, through the mediation 
his partisans and friends, the chief of which \vi 
Timolaus, Thcogiton, and Anema-ras who had ga 
influence over their count!*)nu:n. In lire, pcrfuad<i 
himfclf, that he ihotild eafily gain his point, if he i. 
to do only with the Athenians, having already on 
come tire Locrians and their confederates at Amph.ii 
he march’ll his army with all Ipcui into Ehoeis, 
prized Elate‘a, which equally commanded the !k>h\ 
the Thebans and the Athenians, put a gnrrifon into 
and forltiicd it, as if he had deficit \\ to make it i 

7 k > 

lent of the war. When this news was broutTi 


Athens in the Night, the whole kity was fill’d w 
fuch a conflernation, that early next morning, wf 
the people were aifembled, ami the public crier h 
ac uftiak invited any man to /peak what he had to 1)1 



B. I. 


to Quintus Curtius 


ry 1 
:> 1 


/conducive to the public fafeCy, no body flood up to 
!fpeak. At lafl Demofthenes, after having difeourfed 
•'of Inch things as were fuitable to the oedaflon, per- 
Yuadcd the people, “ That they ought without delay 
“ to draw out their army and their fleet, and fend 
“ ambafladors to all the Grecian ftates, but efpecially 
to the Thebans.” A decree being made agreeable 
to this proportion, Chares and Lyficles were appoint¬ 
ed generals of the forces, and Dcmofthcncs was or- 

9 v*.> 

dcr'd to go ambailador to the Thebans. Thefc pro¬ 
ceedings could not cfcapc the vigilance of Philip, 
who knew very well he fhould have a heavy war u pon 
his hands, if thofe people lhould join in confederacy, 
for the Athenians were at that time both rich and 
powerful ; nor was either the power or the reputation 
of tile 'iliebans to be contemned. Nor was the me¬ 
mory of the famous battle of Leuftra yet out of 
men’s minds, by which victory (hey wrefled the fove- 
rcignty of Greece out of the hands of the Lacedemo¬ 
nians. 

. Wherefore that he miaht both confirm his confe- 

c . 1 

derates, and baffle the connivances of the oppofite 
faction, lie lent thither two Macedonians, Amyntas 
and Cleaivlui", and with them one Pitho a Byzantine, 
on whole eloquence he depended. This Byzantine is 
Jaid to have (poke in the allenibly of the Bceotians in 
the following mariner. 

. “ If you had no alliance with Philip, and the Atiic- 
T niau army were in pofleihon of itlatea, while he 
lay idle in Macedonia, vet i. have uo room to doubt 
*5; but von won hi even then be delirotis of his friend- 
^.Ihip and alliance. I'or indeed, who would not pre* 
T-fer lo polenta king, who has done lb many brave 
Nfthings, to a republic whofe reputation and fame are 
‘Y'thiperior to its flrength ? But now, juice that prince, 
^,.$who, as it were, poflefle., the verv gates of your 


V i. 


B ; 


« i 


ot\» 



3 2 


Freinshemius’s Supplement 


6 C 

<C 

Ci 

dc 

6C 

€Q 

dC 

cc 

d< 
4 C 
£C 
<C 

4 C 

<u 

<c 

ic 

*c 

«C 
€< 
<f 
tt 
4 i 
di 
*£ 
IC 
di 
di 
di 


city, with his victorious troops, is your frienfl 
and ally ; and fince you have receiv’d many ah 
fronts and injuries from the Athenians both for¬ 
merly and lately it would be an infolencc to per- 
fuade you to an alliance with them, and to contemn 
the fricndfhip of fo great a king. But thofe peo¬ 
ple, who arc the proudeft and haughtiefl of mor¬ 
tals, fancy that they alone arc wife and prudent, 
and that all the relt of mankind, but efpecially the 
Boeotians (for 'tis chiefly you that they infult) are 
foolifh and unpolifh'd, and underhand neither \vh;.: 
is profitable nor honeft. Thus they fancy thev 
(hall be able to perfuade you to what you can never 
do without the ext ream ell folly, and that is, to 
chufe friends and enemies rather according to thur 
humours than for your own benefit ; confiding; in 
a flourifh of words, in which confills all tin 
llrcngth. But no man in his fenfes ever prefers 
words before fails, efpecially in war, wherein V 
hands arc of fervice, but the c.vercifc of tiic tong:,, 
is impertinent. Whatever llrefs they may lay up¬ 
on their eloquence, the fortune and virtue of P! - 
lip, which are fupported by hot ]i his own and 
auxiliary forces, will always be funcrior. In e.:; 
neil, 'tis hard to fay, whether the folly or the h ,• 
pudcncc of their demands be grearclt. Tlieba . 
fay they, expofe yourfelvcs to the thunder that . 
vers over Athens, make war upon a king who 
your friend and ally, at the hazard of your on 
ruin, that we may continue in fafety. Slake den "• 
your lands, your lives before him, to prevent Plrh, 
from revenging tire injuries of the Athenian*. A:, 
thefe the demands of men who arc in their feme 
or think others have the ufe of theirs ? They v he 
but very lately omitted no occaflon of oppreilr.;. 
you, they who pur filed you with reproaches, o. ; 

“ iitir 
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rages and arms, a? much as in them Jay, and look’d 
upon your dangers and misfortunes as their happi- 
nefs; thefe fame people have the confidence to pro- 
pofe to you, to chide to peril'll with them, rather 
than be vidorious with Philip. But this prince, 
who was once your «nieft and foller-child, who 
\\iis brought up with that famous general Epami- 
iiondas, whofe life and morals bear tire fiireft cha¬ 
racter, has from his youth imbib’d an affection for 
your city, and the ceconomy and manners of its 
inhabitants. He revenged the injuries done to you 
arc! to A polio if !::e Phctian war, when the Athc- 
i,i.m , c .i of i. .-red to you, fent lliccours to one 
of vo,.r countrymen who was guilty of lacrilcee ; 

. • O • u y 

and when he was uvain invited bv the unanimous 

V * * 

decneofthe Aitii-if'd' < net, lie reversed the con- 

tunpt of tine funis, d-.i-y upon the Locrians : and 

marched even hither *.o conmk your intcreiis, and 

^ * 

would not depart, thi fuch time as lie had deliver’d 
you from the fear of chat rival city, which has al¬ 
ways been your enemy. If von are endined to 

* • # J 

execute this ddlsn by vour common councils and 
% ^ 0 4 

forces, lie will not be againil your coming in for a 
(hare of the booty, rather than a lharc of the war : 
but if you had rather be neuter, only grant him n 
paifage ; for he alone is able to revenge all your 
common injuries : even in that cafe you fhall reap 
equal fruits of victory. The flocks, herds and 
flavcs that fhall be won from the enemy, flin.ll moll 
of them fall to your fliare, as being the non reft 
neighbours ; and thus you will make up the lofs 
you fullain’d in the Phoccan war. 1 leave you 
yourfelvcs to judge whether this will not be more 
advantageous for you, than to have your fields 
burnt, your towns flornfd, fet on lire, and plun¬ 
der’d, and all your affairs put in tliforder anc) con- 

Li j 4 ‘ fufton 
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“ fu/ion, juft as the Athenians wifh (hem. fn tr,rh 

4i furcerity that is m.iuftly fufpetred, tarns ro rag. 

4i and the great c/1 good-will, when it is flighted, re ; 

“ chicles in t):e bitterer? revenge. I do not ft.y tj<i*. 

“ as if .1 was upbraiding you for ingratitude, wh 

41 l have not the lead ;.pr>rch r nhon of: nor to ft re < 

• * y 

<K terror into you, which I trail there will be no oc 
enfton for ; but that the memory of Philip’s gone 
dikes tov'ards you, and of yours towards hire 
may convince you, that thole alliances only an 
hrnand perpet :ad, which it ft the intereft of bob. 
parries to obferve. If he has merited more of yen, 
than you have done of him, it will be your dutv. 
u to fhew rhe fame good difrofirions, and ufc the 
“ fame endeavours net to fall fliort of him in this re- 
fpedi. He third’s that the great eft recompencc for 
all his labours is his having iupported Greece by hh 
4< (ucco-ir; ; for the fif ty and honour of which he 
** ha*: u aged continual war with the Barbarians 
Would »o the goth, the rnadnefs of tlie Athenians 
had permitted him to follow Iris own courfes! you 
woe hi i:avc heard by this time, that his arms, 
which fc is now conJlrain’d to move about Greece, 
to reprefs tire difturbanccs rnifed by feditious and 
ili-Jeftgning perfons, were triumphing in Afia. lfe 
might certainly have been in friendlhip with the 
Athenians, or.left he had thought it below him, and 
of had example, to become tributary to this Dc- 
niofl iiciit-:. and ftoire others, who drive the ignorant 

deafe by the breath ol 
s drive the waves of the 


. < 
1C 


< < 


« s 

4C 

a 

t i 

4 i 

4 4 


4 C 

c: 


*' multitude whither thev 
4 ‘ their orations, asthewiiu 

fea. Doubt left, had thev air v regard fi>r honour oi 

* * t c ^ t . t 

honefly, they would do their duty without being 
*' brib’d to it. But they wlro are accuflonftd to fell 
tf ‘ their honour, jnrike no diflimftion between thing* 
c ■ that arc ufcful, and tilings tliat arc dangerous, be 

“ tween 
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“ tween juftice and inj Lidice, if they rind their advar.- 

u tage in wickednefs as well as in goodnefs ; they are 

‘‘ wrought upon by intercil, and not by the love of 

u virtue or their country, nor reipecl for goth or 

<l men. In vain will you expect any thing f;oni 

(l thole men that is either virtuem. or rcrati.bh ; 

Ci thev wlio have the intercil cf their oo-:n*ry fo little 

“ at heart, will newer be concern d ior vrv.n* jntcrcih - 

* « 

Ci they will involve you in the {ante cabunkie- horn. 

“ which you have been Intelv th-hcci'd bv the cot 

# * * * , * t 

“ lage and faith of the Maceduniiin?. Calamities fn 
ertch tlie mea.cr, bv how much Philip mult be a 
mme hjrmitiable enemy than PhiMmclus or Ono 
marciuis were. '"'-a in a preen:.ou? command,, 
“ the er.'.leavoars of a rood and able ycnerai will be 

O t. • 

c< no leili tiaverA! bv Jib- own coar.tr*. men, titan bv 
t:*c c:'icnn*. Vv lioc;* j o-n m.ic-- : % ;*V or oil- 
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it 
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obev a kino's comm..mi : his wid nkme i> t.-ie irde 
• »- > 

by which bis people are governed ; and of what 
importance this is in affairs of war, you all know. 
u Nor is that lecuriry of the Macedonians coniirfd to 
one perfon: tho 1 fate lhould diipofe of Philip, we 
have an Alexander to rife up in his head, who ha- 
even at fo green an age given inch proofs of hi; 
courage and genius, that it i; almoft evident he 
will be equal to the molt renowned generah. On 
the contrary, the power of peace and war redding in 
all tim people piomiicuoully among the Athenians, 

ell prerendci allumes it to liiinielf, as a thing 
that belongs to the firll feim* : there all things are 
managed rather by harts of pafiion, than by coun- 
u fvl and deliberation : men of ill defigns perfundv, 
and the ignorant decree : war is undertaken with 
more hear, than it is carried on; and treaties are 
u broke with the fame cafe that they were made. 
4< for they alfo have a treaty with Philip, which how 

J! .( 44 facredly 
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facredly they keep, appears from their actions a: - 

raha/icur. lor they do not think it enough w 

thit >' break faith theinh-h cb, urJefs they fpread tl. 

<■ onsagien with:. lint ye. r bread in efs, O Theba ' 

fy v men \o.i are no ieh iair.ous mid great, than t 

: “ L::i\ ai ii h'cccfnul exploits, leaves no ro( 

<kn l?r, [:iS viva \wil prefer ll.c friendfhip of 

]<»*'•;» r.Gch >o:t have hud repeated proofs of. : 

but fi a e : t\ v iiidi has always been your enen • 

* + 9 ~ 

• *a J e: . lo! *. ci your f iorv. Nor will Hereof 
• r;w e-i evil. u hum your eirv adores as tin 1 ; 
nan e tkh» ami whew citizen with a peculiar vein 
rnwi, e\ ; r f ralv you to engage in an unjult, rue! 
Hnp.n..- v.:ik rgahki one vvJjo is defcended fron 
'*■ his Liooc 1 . Af to hi» other allies, you may lea v 
fioin thcmftlve.s what value they have for t.x 
king’s I’rkiKif:.ip.” 

'! hefe v.erc the words of Pitho : then the depur.c 
of the al‘its wove heard, who prais'd the king’s 
Ikfrk.n to them ; and then remonllrated : 

“ That i i :* who was the protector of Greece, ougk 
rather to be follow’d, than the Athenians, who 
were the cl i (barbers of it. 

hut when Demoflhcncs had liberty to fpenf 
l was not ignorant, laid he, that thofe mercena¬ 
ries ol Philip would neither lpare their praifes up<<a 
him, nor their reproaches upon us. For they w So 
have laid afule all fhame, arc little felicitous ci 
“ thcr what they fay or do, fo they gain their poitv. 
but, O Thebans, if 1 underhand your tenter! 
they will find themfulvcs mightily difappointo 
their expectations, and carry back an anfwer n 
Philip that is worthy of y our virtue, and of ih 
difeipline of the Greeks: In the mean while, piv. 
take good heed to what lies upon us to do at ik 
time. For that your whole fortune depends i<; 
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tlus day's deliberation, I iha 11 (hew, by irrefra¬ 
gable arguments, and not by the charms or magic 
of words, by which they pretend to be afraid you 
may be impofed upon : Tlicy may lay afide their 
fear, fince they are fo folicitous about you ; for 
we ihall not in the lead endeavour to appear more 
eloquent than they. A bad caufe, indeed, lias 
fometimes been mightily indebted to the power 
of eloquence ; but when it is the bufinefs of him 
that fpeaks, to Ihew the naked truth, if he is wife, 
he will never take up his time in a fiourifh cf 
words. As to Philip, we arc very little concern’d 
about his character ; let him, for us, refemble the 
)idlure they have drawn of him; let him be 
landfome, eloquent, or a good companion at an 
entertainment; for fome people have praifed him 
even for thefe qualifications ; and thus confciVd 
liim deficient in real and folid glory. But I can¬ 
not help wondering, that his ambaflador fliould re¬ 
proach us in your prefence, with thofe things, 
which if they are crimes, do without difpute e- 
qually affeft the Thebans and the Athenians. 
They liave been endeavouring to expofe the in- 
conveniences of a popular form of government, 
which tho’ both you and wc are feniiblc of, yet: 
do wc prefer it to regal tyranny. They have 
talk'd to you at fuch a rate, as if they had a mind 
to obtain favour by tickling the ears of a popular 
circle, or a pubiick afiembly of Macedonians ; 
and not as if they came to a free city, to execute 
tnc office of ambailhdors. We very well know 
the irrcconcileable hatred that kings and (heir Haves 
liave to free cities and people ; am! they have 
done very foolifhly to dilcover this : But ue are to 
take lo much the greater care, Theban-., (o defend 
our laws and privileges. Jt were to be wifh’d, 

13 c “ abo\e 
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above all things, that thofe who are call’d to the 
adm ini fixation of affairs in commonwealths, were 
engaged only in this glorious contention, who 
“ fhould confult the interefls of their commonwealth 
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belt, or who fhould beft execute the refolutions 
<e that are taken : Then none would prefer his own 
advantage to the common good; none would re¬ 
ceive bribes ; and none would betray his country 
to Philip, after the example of thefe deputie:-. 
But, Thebans, entire and perfect felicity was ne¬ 
ver the lot of any man or any ftate : He is the 
happieil perfon whole circumftances are free ft from 
44 misfortunes. Jt is pall difputc, that we have 
bad citizens, nor have you been without them in 
former times, Thebans, nor are you even at thk 
time. If this were not fo, Philip would not threa 
ten our liberty at this day from Elatea, but would 
be obliged to contend with us for the kingdon 
“ of Macedonia. However, we have good citizen 
too, and thefe more numerous and more powerful 
than the bad ones. Do you want a proof of thi.- 
^ We are free : We are not Philip’s flavcs, as you 
thought to have made your Byzantines, P)tlion: 
but as for you Daoehus, and you Thraftiheus, you 
“ have fold your Thdfalians to the king. Jn effect, 
Thebans, you behold '1 heffaly languilhing under 
the fervitude of Philip at this day ; and if i mil- 
take not, you deplore their hard condition as well 
as we. ho thanks to Python that Byzantium did 
1 not Puffer the lame fate with Ohndv.is; but its dc 
4 livcrancc is owing to us. For that religious and 
4 venerable protestor of Greece, had rciolved to 
* opprefs that Greek city, which was in his alliaiue 
4 and confederacy, and in no appreheulion of being 
4 attack’d. Behold, wherein conlifls the prudence 
of this great prince! With him artifice and tiin- 

^ '* inn/ 
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ning is good policy; perjury is an art of fcicnce* 
and pcriidy a virtue. 

“ If "this be not the cafe, pray let him tell what 
other way he arrived at that formidable power he 
is now poffefs’d of? if it was not by iurprizing 
the Greeks with frauds, liratagems, and treachery; 
if it was not by conquering the Barbarians rather 
with gold than with the iword ; or in fine, whe¬ 
ther he ever ilick to cno-a^c his frith to any mor¬ 


© O 


tal, or brake it when engag’d. And yet thefe 
deputies give him the glorious title of protector 
of Greece, and call us the difturbers of it f But 
what will they be nfham’d of, who had rather 
charge us with their own faults, than remind you 
of thofc they are evidently guilty of? If any one 
was guilty of treafon or of taking bribes, it would 
be confident with your interelf and character to 
defend, proteft, and fhelter him from the punifh- 
ment of the laws; but now by accufing others 
you are pronouncing fcntcnce on yourfelves. If 
you did this without any aim or defign, then pray 
where was your fenfe or prudence ? But if you did 
it wittingly and willingly, then where was your 
modelly ? It is a fuflicient vindication of my inno¬ 
cence, and of theirs who are embark’d in the (ame 
caufe with me, that you yourfelves own we have 
receiv’d nothing from Philip; for had wc afk'd 
any tiling of him, we thou id not have gone away 
empty-handed from fo liberal a king as }ou give 
out yours is. Would not he who thought it worth 
his while to corrupt you, have alio given us briber, 
if we had afk’d them ? But you have juit now ad- 
monilh’d the Thebans not to follow the council ol 
thofe who have not the interells of their country ?. t 
heart. From this minute 1. ceafc to oj'pole thorn, 
Thebans, if they are really of that mu id *. 1 come 

B 6 “ over 


*s 



* 



it 

it 

a 

tt 

a 

a 

it 

a 

a 

it 

a 

t c 
a 

t & 
t c 

4 i 
it 
<4 
it 
it 

i c 
it 
Cfr 
4 4 

«4 

ii 
1 ( 

i 4 
44 
44 
44 
<4 
44 
44 
44 
it 


over to their fentiments, and I exhort, pray, and 
befeech you with all the earneltnefs poflible, ai.J 
conjure you by your own fafety, and that of all * 
Greece, to embrace their propofition. If you come 
in to this, you will not fuffer yourfelves to be fold 
for droves of cattle, nor fuller your pofleflions to 
be made your prifons, nor fhall be Haves under 
the Pxonians and Triballi, like the red of Philip'- 
Haves. For they would liave you to look upc-:i 
Hocks and Haves, which are the glorious reward 
of fervitude, and contemn your wives, your chil¬ 
dren, your parents, your liberty, your reputation, 
your faith, and in fine, every thing that is facrtil 
and venerable among the Greeks, as not worthy 
your care. Thus certainly, Thebans, you hau 
loll and forfeited all thefe, unlefs you unite will’ 
us in refitting the fraud and violence of Philip 
But if you fliould imagine yourfelves fafe in the 
care and endeavours of others, I am afraid you 
will find yourfelves egregioufiy miftaken. For :! 
Philip fliould aecomplilh his defigns (which 1 car:- 
not think of without horror and deteftation) who 
can doubt but that all Greece, as well as you, will 
lo!'c their liberty ? And who, but they who have 
a mind to pcrilh, would lay any ltrefs upon the 
faith of fuch a prince ? But if victory fliould do 
clare for us, [ray confider what you ought to ex¬ 
pert from men whom you deferred and abandon'd, 
when both their fafety and their glory were a; 


Hake? tor whatever way your opinion may fw:.v 
you, you may depend* upon it, that the Athenian 
are refolv'd to \emurc all, and that they will tir.o 
lofe their liberty but with their lives. Nor do 


diitruA our flrength, to which if von will j< % *n 
yours, we lhatl, when united, be iuperior to (k 
enemy, to which cither of us lingly might yo 
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‘ haps be equal. The Athenians are not ignorant 
4 of his power, which they forefaw while it was 
4 rifing and encreafing; and had all the Greek dates 
‘ been of one and the fame mind, we might cafily 
have fet bounds to it. For we waged war with 
‘ him a long time, not for Amphipolis or Halo- 
4 nefus, as many believ’d, but for the fafety and 
4 liberty of Greece; till being abandon’d by all, 
4 and attack’d by fome, we were forc'd to make a 
4 neceflary rather than an honourable peace. But 
‘ now, I trull, Minerva, the guardian goddefs of 
4 our city, and the Pythian Apollo, who is the na~ 
4 tive god of our country, and all the reft of the 
4 Grecian gods, have at laft open’d their eyes, and 
4 raifed the courage of all their worfhippers in de¬ 
fence of our ancient liberty, which has been tranf- 
4 mitted to us by our fore-fathers. Sure Hercules 
4 could not hear the words of the ambafiadors with- 
4 out indignation, when they derived Philip’s pedi- 
4 gree from that god. For can that god own him 
4 who is a contemner of all religions ? Can a Greek 
4 acknowledge a Macedonian for his defeendant ? 
4 Can one that hates, punifhes, and tYtirpates ty- 
4 ranny, own a tyrant? For in this appeared the il- 
4 lullrious and memorable deeds of Hercules, more 
4 than in any thing elfc. Philip, on the contrary, 
exercifcs unjuft dominion over Greece, and has fet 
domeftick tyrants over fcveral cities thereof; fuch 
as Philiftides over Oreum, Hipparchus over Ere- 
4 tria, and Tan roll hertes over Chalets. For this rea- 
fon the Eubccans, Achcvans, Corinthians, Mega- 
rcnfians, Leucadians and Corcyneans have tlecla- 
4 red for us; Others wait the event, which has hi¬ 
therto been the only fupport of the power of Ma¬ 
cedonia, and which will fall of itfelf. whenever it 
“ begins in the lead to decline. As to the Thcfla- 

“ li*uis 
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“ lians, by whom Philip is now fo well fitraiihcd 
4i with horfe, they never flood firm to one fide long : 
“ The Illyrians and other Barbarians bordering upon 
44 Macedonia, who are naturally fierce and lavage, 
“ and mightily enraged at their new fervitude, will 
44 immediately declare for us, and eafe us of the bur- 
€< den of the war, if Philip fhould meet with bad 
“ fuccefs at the firfl. Only concur heartily with u> 
“ in fo glorious a defign, and in the mean while lav 
“ afide thofe contentions, which a very flight caufe 
46 often produces among neighbouring dates. Pub- 
“ lick joy will turn private grudges into mutual be- 
“ nevolence, when fuccefs crowns onr endeavours; 
“ or when we have leifure to give vent to our un- 
“ reafonable pafHons, they may be refum’d perhaps 
“ to the dishonour and damage of us both, but 
“ without deftroying us. entirely. I wonld not have 
“ you to be afraid of the artifices of Philip, only 
“ fhut your ears againfl his promifes, and keep your 
“ hands clean of his bribes. Jf you have your ii- 
“ berty mod at heart, cunning and gifts will have 
44 no effeft upon you : As the difeords of the Greeks 
“ have rais’d his power, fo their union will over- 
44 throw it. Befides as he is rafh and Jieadftrong, 
44 he may be eafily taken of Y; and if this happens, 
44 there is no danger to be fear’d from others : For 
44 he decks glory and dominion, while thofe who are 
“ fubjeft to him dcfsre nothing more than quiet. 
“ But perhaps you dread Alexander, becaufe iiis par 
“ tizans contemn you at fuch a rate, that they 
14 think you may be frighten’d at the name of a 
“ boy.” 

You would have thought that this fpecch of De- 
moflhenes had perfectly chang’d tiie Thebans into 
other men all of a fudden. They who had heard 

4 

the ambaffadors of Philip, but a little before with 

attention. 
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attention, and even with confent and approbation-, 
Were now fo far of another mind, that they de- 
-clar’d, they would look upon Philip as an enemy, 
'tinlefs he quickly departed from their borders, and 
thole of their allies ; that they would drive from 
•their city all that were in the Macedonian interefi, 
•and receive into it the troops of the Athenians. But 
Philip, who was more vex’d than frighten’d at the 
•Thebans abandoning him fo unexpectedly, continu’d 
to carry on his enterprize. After two flight engage- 

ments, in both of which the Athenians had the 

*• 

better, the two armies encamped with all their for* 
ces near Cheronea a city of Bceotia. The Greeks 
were animated by the deeds of their ancdtors, and 
their concern for liberty; and Philip trufted to his 
excellent troops, that had been vidorious in fo many 
battles: Nor did he put fmall confidence in his own 
conduct, becaufe he excelled in the art of war ; 
befides that, the moft renowned generals of the 
•Greeks were dead. The Thebans were ruled at 
tliat time by Theagenes, a man who had but little 
experience in war, and was not proof againft mo¬ 
ney ; and Philip infinitely furpaffed the Athenian 
generals both in experience and courage. But the 
united forces of two powerful llater., wliofe autho¬ 
rity was followed by the Corinthians and others, 
made him apprehend, that the fortune of a fmall 
part of one day might coll him both his life and his 
dominions. The leading men among the Thebans 
feem’d inclin’d to liften to proposals of peace ; but 
the ardor of the Athenians prevail’d fo far, as to 
make them confent to hazard all the hopes and 
power of Greece in one battle. On the other fide, 
Alexander, whofc fire and fpirit could not be re¬ 
trained, conjured his father, not to let fo favourable 
an opportunity of getting glory flip out of his hands; 

and 
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and having obtain’d leave to venture a battle , he 
was the fir# that began the attack upon the enemy. 
The #ght was carried on with obftinacy, and iuc- 
cefs was doubtful for a long time; till at laft th* 
young prince, to whom his father had given the 
command of one of the wings with fome fek-C: 
troops, having with great vigour and refolution at¬ 
tack’d the facred cohort of the Thebans, whirl, 
confi#ed of their bell: troops, oblig’d them to g i ; . e 
ground, and fo open’d a way to vi tor y. For the 
Athenians being difheartned by the misfortunes r 
their allies, and weaken’d with the heat and thi-ir 
wounds, were not able to make head again# the 
Macedonians any longer: Befides, Philip being rai.V. 
by emulation and fhame, le# he /hould come fta •: 
of his fon, who was but a youth, fell upon thcr.: 
with fuch fury, that they were no longer able :c 
Hand their ground. Thus one battle determin’d com 
cerning the liberty of Greece. Of the Athena m 
above a thoufand were kill’d, and above two the ■ 
fand taken prifoners; a great many of the allies ahe 
were either kill’d in the adion, or forc’d to #<:• 
render themfelves to the power of the conquejyr 
After which, Alexander was fent to Athens, to ;ii 
fure the Athenians, that Philip both forgave the:.:, 
and fent them peace ; and likewife rdtor'd to thru 
their prifoners without ranfom, neither did he In*, 
der them from burying their dead: For the kiv- 
being wholly intent on the Perfian war, endeavor; «. 
to fecure himfelf of the fidelity and ailed ion of 
G reeks, by his clemency and moderation. Yet ii< 
took from the Athenians the fovereignty of tlie F . 
and the iflands: He dealt more feverely with ?k 
TJ iebans, by whofc de fed ion, he remember'd i - 
afFairs were brought into the great ell danger; ;rio 
bccaufc lie thought, that as they were his ancur.t 

sdh- • 
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iUies, and had receiv’d favours from him, they had 
no reafon to join with the Athenians againft him ; 
■tftcr cfore, upon the furrender of their town, he put 
ifito it a garifon of Macedonians, and having put 
to death thofc he moll hated and fuipefted, and 
.KaniflTd others, he conferred the magidracy and ju¬ 
dicature on tliofe of his own fattion, whom he had 
recall’d from their exile. He reduc'd the other 
people who had taken up arms againII him, with 
the fame torrent of victory, infomuch that there was 
hot in all Greece any, except the Spartans and the 
Arcadians, that remain'd exempt from his power; 
fore ing tome by his arms, and others by disadvan¬ 
tageous alliances, to comply with his authority. 
Having therefore appointed a general affembly of 
all Greece, at Corinth, he made a fpeech to them 
about carrying the war into Perfia, telling them, 
“ It was neceffary to go and meet the Barbarians, 
whole pride had already laid a fcheme for uni- 
verial empire, that they mult rcfclve to be Have 
for ever, or in time oppofe their power. For die 
44 cafe was not, whether the Greeks would have war 
or peace ; but, whether they had rather carry die 
war into the enemy's country, or receive it in 
their own. That they ought not only to revenge 
former injuries, but alfo remove the prefent 
fliame ; by delivering the Greek cities, fituatc in 
Aiia, from the Pcrfian flaverv. 'I'hat this might 
be cafily effected, if fettling tiic affairs of Greece, 
they were at liberty to turn all their forces to 
the war beyond the fea. That peace at home 
would thereby be fecur’d, having remov’d and 
employ’d in a more remote and foreign war thole 
* ( relllefs and audacious fpirits, whole id lends was 
ufually the grounds of led it ion, and civil commo¬ 
tions. That they ought therelbie to make choice 

of 
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“ of a general, and fettle the number of troops vviti 
44 which they defign’d to carry on this war.” 

Mod people were fenfible of the vaftnefs of the 
demand; but they judg’d it unfeafonablc to a tier: 
by words, that liberty they had loft in arms: Where¬ 
fore, without any farther deliberation, Philip is with 
loud acclamations declar’d general of Greece, and 
ordered to march into Afia, for the fafetv and de¬ 
livery of the whole world. An account is therefore 
taken of the wealth of every one, and it is enter’d 
into books, what foldiers, corn and money each 
ihould fupply. I find they engag'd for two hun¬ 
dred thouiand foot, and fifteen thoaland horfc ; 
in which number, neither the Macedonians, nor the 
Barbarians that were fubjetts to them, were com¬ 
pris’d. 

But as there is no felicity in human affairs without 
a mixture of adverfitv, the nrofpcrity abroad was 

„ • 7 l X 4> 

fucceeded by domcftic troubles. Olympia.-, as we 
hinted before, by her morofenefs and haughty temper, 
every day more and more alienated the mind of her 
royal hufband. Some alledge that, for the caufe of 
her divorce ; but I find that he married Cleopatra, 
before Olympias, his firft wife, left him. For it is 
not rcafonablc to think that Alexander would have 
been prefent at the wedding of his ftep-mother, which 
was fo difttonourable to his own mother whom lie 
lov’d fo dearly, and whofe difgrace reflected on him- 
felf; for they pretend that flue was divorc’d on fuf- 
picion of adultery. Now Alexander was at the wed¬ 
ding, and carried off his mother not till a quarrel 
arole : for Attalus, the bride's uncle, being elevated 
with wine, and not being able to conceal his hope\ 
telling the Macedonians, “ That they ought to oiler 

plorc a lawhil 
” Alexander, 
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up their prayers to the gods, to mi 
iucccftor to Philip by this new wife ; 
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|who was othcrwife prone to anger, being provok’d by 
:»fo grofs an affront, reply “d, <l What doll thou then 

\ iL make of me, wretch as thou art ? am J a ba/lard ?” 

■^1 ^ 

5a:id at the lame time flung the j?lafs which he 

# Ci ■ f ^ t 

Mad in his hand, in his face: Attains flinoincr ano- 

- _ 4 o o 

‘{ther at him. 1 his occafioned a. great difiurbance, 
bind Philip, who was not at the fame table, being 
offended at the interruption of the mirth of the 
dnv, drew his fword, and had kill’d his fon, if his 

9 

t anger, and the wine, and a lamcncfs contracted 
'from a former wound, had not hinder'd him, by 
• cat: fin ‘j him to fall down : which gave his friends 
(who were furpriz’d at the hiddennefs of the thing) 
.4 time to inter pofe, and convey Alexander away. 

Nor was it a matter of lefs difficulty to prevail 
with him to fave himfelf. Me thought he was in- 

h j ur'cl many ways ; and though they put him in mind 

of the terms of father, and king, and of the law 

* of nature, and nations, yet he could not forbear in- 

* hiking Philip, representing to the Macedonians, 
“ V/ hat a fine leader they were like to have for the 
4< Ahan expedition, fince he could not go from 

‘ 44 one table to another without falling.” After 

, which, being in fear for his mother, he took her 

* along with him, and left her in Epirus, where her 
’ brother reign’d, and went himfelf to the king of 
•/ illyricum. Being afterwards return’d to Macedo- 

nia, through the mediation of Domaratus the Co- 
rinthian, this perverfe woman could not forbear 
■i prompting her fon (who was of himfelf folicitous 
*• enough for power) “ to make himfelf what friends 
he could by a winning cnmntn\ and hv monev, 

1 * , C ^ v* / * * 

and to fortify himfelf againll his father’s anger, 
by contrafline an alliance with the men in audio- 

/ s O 

nty.’ It is tiue, Philip hiinlelf had formeily 
counfeird him to gain the aifeftion of men, bv his 
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affability and courteous behaviour ; but he no wij* 
approv'd of his doing it by prefents ; nay, he eve: 
reprimanded him by letter, “ for daring to hope to; 
“ the benevolence of thofe men whom he had cor- 
“ rupted by gifts ; telling him he was millakcii, 
“ who thought that became a king ; it being ratiici 
“ the bufinefs of a fervant, or mean officer. 

But as he would frequently brag, that all thing 
were penetrable by money, and that he made uf<* u: 
it himfelf as often as of his arms, he did riot 
icer;i to write that fo much with an intention to 
inftruft him in what was proper, as out of fear, 
left the youth, his fon, fhould make ule of hi. 
own artihees again# him. He alfo chid him for 
courting the daughter of Pexodorus, that his fati e 
intended for Aridaeus, calling him degenerate, arc 
unworthy the fortune his birth and education ga\c 
him hopes of ; who could covet for a father-in-la v. 
a barbarous Carian, the fubjeQ of a barbarian king. 
Yet he himfelf had never flighted any match to con¬ 
firm his power, but could marry Illyrian and Getic 
women, the roughe# and unpoliteft of all Barbarian•, 
tho’ he had at the fame time a great many chile!mi 
by other wives and concubines; which feeming to 
make Alexander fomewhat uneafy, he took up i::j 
fon with a gentle reproof; and exhorted hin;, 
“ Thatfmce he was to have a great many rivals fur 
“ the kingdom, he would take care to make hiiniVif 
iC more worthy and deferving than the re#, that ho 
“ might not feem to be oblig’d to Philip his father 
“ for the crown, but to his own merit. 

But as for this and the like caufes, they frequent!’/ 
difagreed, and that friendihip and benevolence being 
once broken, it was not eafy to cement new 
feftions again into a real fidelity ; fo they fell to 
la# extremities. The violent temper of Olympi c 
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jfyas the chief fpring of this mifchicf, whofe haughty 
|hd imperious mind, prompted the contumacious 
ftubbornnefs of the fex, with a mafculine and un¬ 
warrantable thirft of revenge. She had us’d her en¬ 
deavours to make her brother Alexander declare war 
fgainfi: Philip : but the wife king, that he might 
? j|ot be neceffitated to that at fo unfeafonable a time, 
jflio’ his power was fuperior, contriv’d to flrengthen 
Jheir friendlhip by a new alliance, giving Cleopatra, 
Alexander’s filler, to the Epirote for wife. All the 
fjjetty princes of the neighbouring nations, and the 
^mbafladors of the Greek dates, met at Agee to ce¬ 
lebrate this marriage. Philip made choice of this 
|j>lace, not without fome kind of omen, of what af¬ 
terwards happen’d ; for the Macedonian kings us’d 
§o be bury’d there. 

m Jt is likewife reported that the Delphic oracle, 
•|iuien lie confulted it, on the account of the Perfian 
|war, foretold his approaching death ; but the pro¬ 
phecy of the oracle being ambiguoufly expreffed as 
;|js ufual, he flatter'd himfelf that it fignify’d the de- 
kftru&ion of the Barbarians. There were feveral other 
Sfprcfages, that no body then took notice of, ’till the 
invent made them plain. Among the king’s guards, 
Htherc war. one nam’d Paufanias, whom the king, to 
^comfort him for the affront he had receiv’d from 
pAttcilus, had promoted to that honour. For Attalus 
iiflhad expos’d him, beimi leaded with wine, to the 
i'pdetcftahk* infults of the guclls. Paufanias having 
|apply‘d himfelf to the king for revenge, in lieu there- 
;)fol receiv’d this honour. Philip was fo far from be- 
•|ing able to refolvc on the punilhment of a man of 
i|that known fortitude in war, and whom he had united 
himfelf lately by a near alliance, that he gave him 
||the command of part of his troops with Panne nio 
Amyntas, and fent him into Afia, defigning to 

make 
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make ufe of him in the Perfian expedition ; and 
therefore defil’d Paufanias that he would for hi> 


fake, and the public good, put up the affront; en¬ 
deavouring by fair words, and a better falary, to ap- 
peafe and pacify him. But the young man, having 
a greater regard to the injury, than to the favours he 
receiv’d, turn’d the averfion he had for the author of 
the affront, on him that refus’d to avenge it. 

It was thought he had confulted with thofc who 
were enemies to Attalus’s family, and were at vari¬ 
ance with Philip ; but no body doubted of it, when 
it came to be known, that Olympias had plac’d a 
crown of gold on the head of the parricide, as he 
hung upon the crofs. There were feveral other bale 
actions committed, by which the whole contrivance 
and caufe of the villainy came to light. By break of 
day the theatre was crowded with the multitude that 
came thither to behold the public (hews, which it was 
laid, would very much exceed in expence and mag¬ 


nificence thofe of the preceeding days. Among other 
things, in which wealthy kings, and fuch as are no: 
capable of the greatnefs of their fortune, are us’d to 
fport and fquandcr away their riches, there were rive 
effigies of the twelve deities fo exquifitely wrought, 
that the art of the workmen feem’d to vie with the 


excellency of the materials, 
that reprefented Philip, in 
red. 


There was a thirteenth 
nothing inferior to the 


This contempt of his mortal condition was quickly 
revenged; and he, whom, fucccls had rendered 1o 
infolent as to equal himfelf to the immortal God:, 
was prevented by fate,. from enjoying an honoir. 
that no way belong’d to him. Per Paufanias having 
watch’d him as lie was going into the theatre alone, 
(he having fent before thofc that attended him, and 

order’d his guards to Hay behind, defining to iheu\ 

tin* 
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that he was fo generally belov’d, as to have no occa¬ 
sion for them) the murtherer adaulted him on the 
Sudden, and plung’d a fword of the Barbarian make, 
jyvhich he conceal’d under his cloaths, into his body, 
jivhile he fufpefted no fuch attempt. 

| Such was the end of the greatefl king of his 
time. He had mightily improv’d the date of Mace- 
don, making it, of a poor and inconfiderable, both 
a great and flouriihing kingdom. He had conquer’d 
the neighbouring Barbarians, enflav’d all Greece, and 
Ws preparing to reduce the Perfian. empire. The 
[Greek auxiliaries were gathering together, lie had 
[already lent Several generals before him into Aha, 
[was on the very point of executing his deligns (pro- 
[mifing to himfelf great and durable advantages froin 
jtlie victory) when he unexpectedly loll liis life. 

| Thus we fee how the great eft things are frail and 
{uncertain ; the (mailed unforefeen accident being able 
\to difappoint the bolded hopes of mortals. 

| Olympias being inform’d of the king’s death, 
Jforc’d Cleopatra, Attalus’s ncice, to hang herfelf: 
land barbaroufly murder’d the child which die had by 
|Philip, born a few days before his death, loading it 
jin a brazen vefiel. Mot content with this, Die made 
Jail her relations and dependents feel the rage with 
jhvinch flic was tranfported ; and very cruelly laid hold 
jjol this opportunity to gratify her implacable female 
| rex engr. 

1 Wliik theft* things were doinrr, Alexander, like a 
benevolent planet, ieafonable appear'd to coni pole 
land calm fo furious a temped. The Greeks, whom 
|?liilip had opprefs’d, began already to conceit c fomc 
jf hopes of their liberty ; the neighbouring Barbarians 
began to be troublefoinc, and the affairs of Maced on 
itfelfwcrc in feme con hi lion. Attalus, who was. at 
the head of no contemptible army, by a dextrous and 

militating 
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inlinuating ufe of his power, had procur’d to himfelf 
a great efleem among the foldiery ; and befides his 
being related to the principal men of Macedon, had 
engag’d to marry the filler of Philotas: and there was 
no relying on him, who had been both hated ail'd of¬ 
fended by Alexander and his mother. Amyntas, 
who was fon to Perdiccas, Philip’s brother, and 
whom Philip had chofen for his fon-in-law, giving 
him Cyna in marriage, afpir’d to the fucceffion of hi-, 
father’s kingdom, by the murder of Alexander. .\ 
great part of the people, out of an averfion to the 
tyranny of Olympias, and others out of a defire of 
novelty r , were varioufly inclin’d to the one or t 
other; and fome again did not fcruple to fay, tl.e 
crown (that Amyntas firfl, and Philip afterward', 
had by force and fraud ulurp-’d from the lawful heir) 
ought to be reflor’d to Alexander the fon of 


j^Eropu s. 

The army likev/ife being compos’d of different 
nations, difagreed both in their councils and dif- 
courfes, according to the inclination and hopes of 
each party. On the other fide, Alexander was new 
in his government, and Philip’s fudden death had nor 
given him time to make any provifion again It theie 
impending commotions ; and although he appear'd 
very promifing and hopeful, yet they defpis’d }>i> 
youth. They could not imagine that a young prince 
of twenty years of age, could take upon him fo great 
a weight ; or if he did, they could not believe lie 
would be able to fupporf it. Moreover, the nerve of 
great actions, money, was wanting ; and the Per* 
bans abounding with that, had tiiipatch’d emifiarics 
all over Greece to corrupt the people. And that no¬ 
thing might be wanting to thelc evils, the Tufcan p«* 
rates in felled and plunder'd the maritime places of 
Macedonia. Alexander having therefore ajfembicd 
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his friends, and the prefent date of aifairs being laid 
before them, fome were of opinion, “ That omit- 
<£ ting all eoiicerxi for Greece, he Ihouhi endeavour 
“ by foft and gentle ufagc to keep the Barbarians 
“ in their duty; the inteftine motions being once 
“ compos'd and quieted, he might with more cafe 
i£ apply himfelf to the fettling thofe at a greater 
“ diilance.” 

But tire young prince's magnanimity was fuch, as 
made him look upon tliefe cautious counfels as cow¬ 
ardly, and therefore difdain'd them. He told them, 
“ lie fhould be for ever expos'd to the contempt 
“ of all the world, if in the beginning of his reign 
cr he fuffer'd Jiimfelf to be defpis’d; that the opi- 
cc nion he rais’d of jiimfelf at his entring upon the 
u government, would influence the whole courfe of 
:c Jiis life. That the death of Philip was no lefs 
‘ unexpected to die rebels, than to himfelf; that 
‘ therefore while they were yet in a hurry and con- 
* fufion, and unrefolv'd what meafurcs to take, they 
£ might eafily be fuppjeis'd; whereas the dejay of 
f the Macedonians would be an encouragement to 
1 die author* of the /edition, and thofe that were 
! full wavering would have time to join the male- 
1 contents; by which means the danger would be¬ 
come greater, and the fuccefs more doubtful, a- 
gainft a prepar'd and confirm'd enemy. But now 
it was not lo much the bufinefs of ftrength, as 
who lliould be molt expeditious, and prevent ths 
other. That if lie fhew’d himfelf to be afraid 
of them while Angle, and as yet difunited, what 
would become of him, when after fuch figns of 
timidity, they /hould with their united forces fall 
,all at once upon him?” Having therefore made 
pocch to the people to the fame purpofe; lie added, 

C “ That 
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That he would take care, that both his fubjcA. 
and enemies ihould acknowledge, that by his fa¬ 
ther’s death, the name and per ion only of the 
king was chang’d; as for conduft and courage, 
they ftiould find the want of neither. That no;- 
withftanding fome ill-minded people had taken this 
opportunity to make a difturbance, they fhouH 
in a little time be punifh’d according to their 
“ deferts, if the Macedonians would but lend him 
the lame bravery and arms, they had with fo 
much glory to themfelves, and advantageous fruits 
of victory, aflilled his father with for fo many 
years : And that they might do this with the 
greater chearfulnefs and alacrity, he difchareej 
44 them of all duties, except that of the war.” 

Fortune feconded the king’s counfe), and he ex¬ 
ecuting each particular, with no Ids vigour than ie 
had fpoke, every thing fuccccdcd according to 
vvifh ; for he prevented Amyntas, having difeovu'e 
his treafonable practices; and he took off AttaL;.- 
by the means of Hecatneus and Farmcnio. G‘ 
thofe that were faid to have confpir’d againft ThiFr. 
he only pardon’d Lynciftes, and that becaufe he I.*; 
attended him at his frft entrance on the foverch.»". 
and was the firft that faluted him as king : He 
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all the reft to death ; being of opinion that he \ 
vided for his own fafety, by revenging Philip 


P: 


» | ► 




fo fevere a manner; and that thereby he fhoulcl 
the report, tliat rcprefentccl him as privy to hi fa¬ 
ther’s death. 


r- 


Their frequent falling out, had given fome cu 
to that rumour; and Paufanias having made his com¬ 
plaint to him, he is faid to have encouraged L; 
wicked defign, by a verfe out of a tragedy, 
which Mcclca not only threatens her rival with iu- 
ftruftion, but likewifc him llmt gave her in iw 
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I riagc, and him that took her. However, he after- 
I wards in his anfwer to Darius’s letter endeavour’d to 


|caft tlie odium of that aftion on the Perfians, fa/- 
fing, that Philip’s murtherers had been corrupted with 
|their gold. But that he might more effectually take 
2 away all fufpicion of his having been concern’d in 
tio foul an action, he was thinking a little before liis 
•;death, to build a magnificent temple in honour of 
::Philip. But that, as well as many other things that 
twere found in his memorial?, was neglefted by his 

jfuccedors. 

\ 

Chap. XI. Judging therefore that his retaining 
St he fovcrcignty of Greece, that Philip had acquir'd, 
|would be of great moment to facilitate the execution 
lof his defigns, he march’d his army with the utmoft 
^expedition, and broke into Theffaly when no body 
?hid the load fufpicion of his motions. Some of the 
^Theilalians began to raife their fpirits, and having 
ibodcfs’d themielvcs of the freights at Tcmpe, they 
block’d up the way that leads thither from Mace¬ 
donia. Thefe countries are feparated by the cele¬ 
brated mountains Olympus and Offa, through whofe 
.Ja’Icys the river Pencils runs, and renders them de¬ 
lightful even to admiration, for which it is honour’d 
with publick fieri decs. Jt lias on each fide its cur- 

• 4 ^ 

rent ihady groves, where the little birds feem to 

j, • vj ' 

fom in a concert from the neighbouring trees, with 
v noily fall of die waters. There is a narrow way 
that extends itfclf five miles in length, being hardly 
oro.icj enough for a bead that is loaded, fo that ten 
Sini are able to defend it again ft any number what¬ 
ever. But he made his way through thofc rocks 
|iai were thought altogether impracticable, cutting 
jpe fi-.les of mount Oil a inui Heps after the man- 
r oi winding Hairs; and fo terrify'’d the people 
bis wonderful hade and expedition, tint with - 
ft C out 
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out the leak oppofuion, they decreed him the fame 
tributes and revenues, together with the fovereignty 
of the nation, and on the lame conditions Philip had 
enjoy’d them. Pie granted an immunity of all du¬ 
ties to Phthia, in confideration of its being the birth¬ 
place of Achilles, from whom his family deriv’d it 
ielf; and faid, he made choice of that hero for his 
companion and fellow-foldier, in the war he was un¬ 
dertaking againll the Pcrfians. 

From Theffaly lie march’d to Thermopylae where 
the publick diet of Greece was held. 'I'hey call it 
the Pylaic. There, in the publick afiembly of hates, 
he was created captain-general of the Greeks in the 
room of his father, by the appointment of the Am- 
phklyones; Ire confirm’d the liberty of the Barbra- 
dota;, which they had recover’d a few dayi before, 
by driving out the Macedonian garilon; adliring 
them that he ihould of his own motion have rellor'j 
it to them, if they had not prevented his inten¬ 
tion. from thence he advanc’d to Thebes with iii> 
army, and having overcome the obllinacy and ih;iv 
bornnds of the Boeotians and Athenians, who had 
3110ft of all oppos’d his defigns, lie order’d all the 
Greek deputies to meet him at Corinth. There t!:e 
decree of the Amphi&yones was confirm'd, and i >: 
was by the common confent of all, commililoned w 
be captain-general of Greece, in the place of Philip 
his father; and the aids and fupplies were appoints! 
for the Perfian war. It happen’d that D /genes li\ *d 
in the fame city, who having embrac’d a volimi;:.» 
poverty, according to the inllitution of the Cynkk*. 
preferr’d the liberty and freedom of his minu 0 
riches and caves. He was funning himfelf in the - 
Crane urn, which is one of the fuburbs of Co rind, 
where there is a grove of cyprcfs-tives. Ale x a mu r 
being dclirous to fee him, went thither, and hnuu; 
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oranted him the liberty to afk him what favour he 

: would, he bid the king “ go a little afide, and not 

u intercept the iun from him.” The Macedonian 

. much furprized at this unexpefled reply, could not 

but admire the man, whom in that height of profpe- 

; rity he had it not in his power to oblige, and laid, 

: “ He fhould chufe to be Diogenes, if he were not 

“ Alexander.” For that greatnefs of foul which 

, made him look down (as it were from an eminence) 

on all thofe things, for whofe fake t^e reft of man- 

;kind eagerly call: themfelves away, did not efer-pe 

the obfervation of the penetrating youth; yet being 

-blinded with infatiable defires, he could not plainly 

•difeover, that it was much better to be without ihoie 
! r . 7 • 

Irichcs which are fuperfluous, than to have thofe that 
lare ncceffary. 

| From Peloponnefus he went to Delphi to corfult 
fApollo concerning the event of the war he had in 
fhand. But the virgin prieftefs who pronounc’d t.he 
{jdeftinies, or fatal decrees, having declar’d it to be 
Unlawful to confult the deity for lbme days, he went 
ito her himfclf, and taking hold of her, dntgg’d lier 
So the temple. As Ihc was going along, re Hefting 
•jvithin hcrfelf, that the cuflom of the country was 
^overcome by the king’s obilinacy: She cry'd out. 
Thou art invincible, my Ion At which words 
jjic flopp’d her, faying, “ He accepted the omen, 
and that there was no occafion for any farther 
8 * oracle.” Thefe things being quickly difpatch’d, 
jc return’d to his kingdom, and with the utmoft afii- 
duity, apply’d himfelf to the punilhing thofe who 
Jad done any thing in contempt of the Macedonian 
jfmjcRy. Having by this time, got all things in rea- 
oinds, he left Ainphypolis in the beginning of the 
ring, and march'd again ft the free people of 
it hrace, and after ten encampments, arriv’d at mount 
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Hsmus. A great body of Thracians had polfeiVd 
themfelvcs of the top of the mountain, with a de- 
fign to hinder the king’s paflage: T'hey had plac’d 
their chariots round their camp in the nature of an 
entrenchment, intending to drive them againit the 
enemy, if they were attack’d. But Alexander iuu - 
trig difcovcr’d the cunning of the Barbarians, gave 
orders to his fokiiers, That upon the chariots com¬ 
ing furioufiy againfl them, they fltould open to the 
light and left, and fo let them pafs by without doir* 
any mifehief; or if drey had not time for that, thee 
fliould fling themfelvcs upon the ground, covering 
fhemi elves with their bucklers, in the form of aTcr- 
toife. d ims tlic enemy’s ftratagem became ineffec¬ 
tual, for a great part of the chariots paffed through 
the lanes contriv'd for them ; and thofe that fdi 
among the men, driving over the bucklers, by the 
violence of their courfe, bounded over them, without 
having weight enough to crufh thofe that were under 
them ; fo that this florin paft over without doing any 
mifehief. The Macedonians being deliver’d from 
tills terror, with joyful acclamations gave the onfet. 
The archers advancing from the right wing, gall'd 
the moil forward of the Barbarians, with their fre¬ 
quent flights of arrows. So that the Phalanx or Ma¬ 
cedonian foot, having gain’d the top of the moun¬ 
tain without danger, had no fooner got firm footing , 
bat thevidory ceas’d to be doubtful, they driving 
and difpcrfing the enemy, who was either naked or 
b it flightly arm'd. But on the other fide, that very 
thing that had expos’d the Barbarians during the en- ‘ 
jragement, help’d them very much in their flight; 
for not being loaded with arms, they cafily macc 
their cfcape, being well acquainted with the couiuiy 
Titus about fifteen hundred of them being kill’d, m 
left fav’d themfelvcs. A gieat number of women 

chi Id k” 



B. I. 


Qs 


59 


[children were taken; and confidcrin^ the condition 

|3 O 

|of the country, the conqueror had a confiderable 
[booty. 

I Having after this manner open’d himfelf a palfage 
|thro ugh mount Haemus, he penetrated into the very 
[heart of the country of Thrace. Among thole 
[people there is a wood, confecrated to Bacchus, 
[which they have a long time held in great venera¬ 
tion : Here, as Alexander was facrificing after the 
Icultorn of the Barbarians, there arofe fuch a flame 
[from the wine he pour'd on the altar, as fpread 
[above the roof of the temple, and feem’d afpiring 
Ito the very heavens. From hence, all that were 
jprefent inferr’d, that the king's glory was to have 
bo other bounds. Upon the neck of this, another 
[accident happen’d, that confirm’d the truth of this 
■conje&ure. In the country of the Odryfae, who are 
(a people of Thrace, there is a mountain call’d Li- 
jbetlirus, and a city of the fame name, famous for 
-being the place where Orpheus was bom : The king 
yvas inform’d, by thofe that pretended to have been 
eye-vvitnelles to the tiling, that his facred flatue 
that was made of cypreis-wood, had fwcat mo ft 
plentifully. Every body being follicitous for the 

them, 

? -v.ww ~ .w ^ exploits, wJucJi fliould 

inakc the uoets and the mufes foils toil and 
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fevent, Ariftandcr remov’d their fear, affuririg t 
that it referr’d to Alexander’s exploits, whicii fl 


fweat, 

foioits. 


poets 

in their compofitions finging of thofe ex- 


| The Triballi are a brave people that inhabit the 
Country that lies beyond mount Haemus. Alexander 
piarching againft them, Bvrmus their king (being in- 
brm u before-hand of the Macedonian expedition) 
ad lied to Pence, an ilia ml form’d by the Jfler $ 
|hcre he defended himfelf, with the reft cf what was 

either by rcafon of fex or age, die river 


f. cal: 
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ferving him as a fortification, Alexander having bi:t 
few (hips. The bank of the river being high and 
fteep, and therefore of difficult afeent, it was eafifv 
defended by a vigilant and brave enemy. The Ma 
cedonians were therefore forc’d to retire without do¬ 
ing any thing, and be contented with the advantages 
they had gain'd feme days before; for in their way 
hither, they had attack’d another army of the Tri- 
balli, and with ihc lofs of hardly fifty rr.cn, had kill’d 
three thou (and of the enemy. 

Chap. XJI. Having in vain attempted to force 
king vSyrmus, he turn’d the fury of his arms agair.fr 
the Gette, who had, on the other fide of the rivuy 
drawn up in order of battle four thoufand horft*. ar.d 
ten thou land foot. H<. enter’d upon this dangerous 
underraking, not fo much on the account of its u'e- 
fulnefc, with reference to the war, as out of a defirc 
of fame ; that he might be able to boaft, that (not- 
withrtanding the oppofition of the fierceft nations) 
he had forc’d his paflage over the larged river in 
Kurope : Having therefore (hipp’d off as many of the 
' * va)rv as he could conveniently, he convey’d part 
< : hiu infantry over in little boats, (of which there 
v.:u a great number) and the red upon fkins, con¬ 
niv’d for that pnrpofe. The Getx, being llruck 
wi*h terror, at the hidden and uncxpe&ed attack of 
the Macedonians, (for the night, and the corn that 
'•row very thick on the bank of the river, had 

4 ^ • 7 

Jiu cur’d their paflage) hardly bore the firft charge of 
tfv cavalry, but Nicanor was no fooncr come up 
with the Phalanx, or Macedonian foot, than they, 
with the grcatcfl precipitancy and confufion, took to 
their heels, making the beft of their way to a town 
four miles diflant from the river; and upon Alexan¬ 
der’s purfuing them clofely, they carry’cl off thrir 
wives and their children, and whatever die thr-v 
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could load their horfes with, and abandon’d the reft 
to the conqueror. 

Alexander committed this booty to the care of 
Meleager and Philip ; and having demolifh’d the 
town, and erected altars to Jupiter and Hercules, and 
to the liter, on the bank thereof, for his profperous 
pall age, over that river, he retir’d the fame day with, 
his army, having obtained a vittory without blood- 
filed. Hereupon, ambaffadors came to him from the 
neighbouring people, as alfo from king Syrmus, 
with prefents of fuch things as were in effeem among 
them. 'Fhe Germans too, that inhabit all that tradt 
of ground that lies between the head of the lHer 
and the Adriatic gulf, fent their ambaffadors to him 4 
for the lifer has its rife in Germany, and in die lan- 
guage of the country, is called the Danube. He 
admiring the largenefs of their bodies, and fpright- 
linefs of their mind, afk'cl them, “ What of all 
“ things they moil dreaded and fear’d ? thinking 
with himfelf, that they were apprehenfive of his 
' rawer, and that he fhould extort fuch a confefHon 
rom them : but they, initead thereof, reply’a, 

“ That they were not much afraid of any thing, 
unlefs it were, left the heavens fhould fill upon 
them ; tho’ at the fame time, they had a value 
for the friendlhip of brave men.” being fnrpriz’d 
at fo unexpected an anfwcr, he remain’d filcnt for 
fome time, and then broke out in this exprefiion, 

“ That the Germans were a haughty and arroirant: 


tc 


u 




c people/' However, they clrlir\\ lie contracted 
an alliance with them, and granted peace to Svrmas 
and the roll ; and thinking lie had gain'd honour 

•. V 

enough by that expedition he turn’d hi . mind to the 
Perfian war, from which he propos'd to hirniV’f 
greater advantages, with lcG. hazard and danger, it 
is {aid, his uncle after war* U upb raided him with that 
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notion, when he found the difficulties he had to 
Hxugglc with' in the Italian war; for, complaining 
of the inequality of their lot, lie faid, tc He had 
to do with men, whereas the Macedonian made 
war again ft women. 

Alexander therefore taking along with him the 
little princes of Thrace, and all thofe who by reafon 
of their wealth or courage were likely to caufe any 
innovation in his abfence, under the pretence of 
doing them honour, by chufmg them for his compa¬ 
nions in the Perfian war ; he by this means took 
away the heads of the fa&ion, who-would not dare 
to attempt any thing without their leaders. 

As he was returning to Macedonia by the Agrians 
and Pseonians, news was bought him of the com¬ 
motions in Illyricum. A certain collier, whofe name 
was Bardylis, had advanced himfclf to the dignity of 
king over feveral people in thofe parts, and was be¬ 
come a troublefome enemy to Macedonia itfelf, hill 
Philip overcame him in a great battle ; however, he 
having made a fhift to renew the war, Philip ga\c 
him a total overthrow, and made him become Ids 
vaffal. This Bardylis was now dead, having li\ 'u 
to be fourfeore and ten years of age : his fon Clitu 
thinking it a proper time to recover his liberty, while 
Alexander’s arms were employed againft the pov.n- 
ful nations beyond the liter, he prevail'd with the 
people to revolt, making an alliance with Glauc.A 
Icing of thofe people of Illyricum, they call Tau- 
lantii: the Autariatae were likewile to fall upon : 1 c 
Macedonians as they were on their inarch. But I r.r.- 
ams king of the Agrians adher’d firmly to Alon-v 
er’s intereft, and begg’d “ he would commit :l.e 
care of that people to him ; a flu ring him lie won!;! 
find them fo much employment at home, rluit 
u they fhould no longer think of difhubing the IWa- 

“ ccdoiiuiia. 
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1 “ ccdonians, but how to defend their own.” The 
•king having mightily commended the young prince, 
?and honour’d him with magnificent and noble pre¬ 
sents, difmifs’d iiirn, promising him his fitter Cyna in 
-marriage, whom his father had had by an Illyrian 
; woman, and had marry’d to Amyntas. The Agrian 
; was as good as Ids word, but falling fick he was 
f prevented by death from receiving the reward tliat 
■was promifed him for his fervices. The Autariatae 
: being thus reduced, without any engagement, Alexan¬ 
der arriv’d at Pelium (a town in Deffaretia, iltuate 
(on the river Eordaicus.) ’Tis true, they made a 
ilhew as if they defir’d to come to adlion, marching 
[out of their fortreffes with great fury, but yet they 
(retir’d before the fight could begin, notwithstanding 
'they had poflefs’d themfelvcs of all the advantageous 
I polls which were full of difficulty, by reafon of the 
(woods and narrow ways. Here the Macedonians be- 
|held a difmal fpeftacle, three boys, three girls, and 
!three black rams lying together in a confus’d Haugh- 
jter ; the Barbarians having out of a cruel fuperftition 
Sacrific’d them to their gods, to infpire tlxem with 
courage in the engagement : but the incens’d deity 
reveng’d the impiety on their guilty fouls, by giving 
..them cowardice, indead of courage. 

The king having driven them within their own 
; fortifications, had refolv’d to block them up in them, 
by an outward wall he intended to raife, when the 


next day Glaucias arriv’d with a great body of the 
Tuu’antii : fo that laying afide alljiopcs of taking the 
town, he began to think of making a fife retreat. 
Jn the mean time, Philotas being Tent out to forage 
with the cattle that boro the baggage, under convoy 
[of horfe, Alexander was informed his men were in 
[danger; for Glaucias had poflefs’d himfclf of all 
j*hc hills and eminences round die plain, watching all 
l D 6 oppor* 
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opportunities to come to an engagement. Alexander 
therefore leaving part of the army in the camp, to 
prevent any fallies from the town, march’d in all 
diligence with the reft of the troops to their afliftance, 
by which means having terrify’d the Illyrians, he 
brought the foragers fafe back to the camp. How¬ 
ever, his inarch was like to be attended with ma¬ 
ny dangers and difficulties ; for on one hand, the 
river, and on the other, the fteep and craggy hills, 
fo flraiten’d the way, that in feveral places four men 
arm’d could hardly inarch a-breall ; and Clitus and 
(ilaucias had polled on the tops of the hills, feveral 
companies of archers and fingers, and a confiderable 
detachment of heavy'arm’d foldiers. This made 
Alexander place two hundred horfe before the right, 
and as many before the left of the phalanx, com¬ 
manding them “ to hold up their fpcars, and on the 
fignal given, to prefent them to the enemy, a* 
if they were going to charge them, turning them- 
feives fometimes to the right, and fometimes to 
the left.” By this ftratagem he kept the enemy 
in fufpence ; and having divided his phalanx, that 
liaftily advanced, and afterward re-united it again 
into one corps, he at laft drew it up in the form 
of a wedge, and fell furioufly on the Illyrian force.-, 
who being amaz'd at the readinefs and (kill uf 
the Macedonians, fled haftily towards the town. 
There remain’d but few on the top of the moun¬ 
tain that the Macedonian troops had already pafsM ; 
fo that having diflodg’d them, he with two thoiifcu 
Agrians ancl the archers took poflclRon of the [(•?, 
intending to cover and facilitate the paflage ol ii ■* 
phalanx over the river: the enemy having obien e 
this, march’d with their whole army towards ;•<* 
mountains, that thofc that were compleatly arm 
having gain'd the other fide of river, they might 
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tack the rear, where the king himfelf was in perfon. 
But the king receiv’d them iwith an undaunted cou¬ 
rage, and the phalanx huzzaing at the fame time, as 
if they defign’d to repafs the river to fuccour their 
fellow-foldiers, ftruck a terror into the enemy. For 
the king judging how things would happen, had 
order’d his troops to draw up in order of battle, as 
foon as they were landed on the other fide, and to 
extend their left (which was neareft the river, and 
the enemy) as far as they could, that they might 
make the greater appearance. By which flratagem 
the Taulantii, imagining the whole army was ready 
to fall upon them, retir’d a little. Alexander there¬ 
fore taking this opportunity, march’d in all hade to 
the river, where being arriv’d, he pafs’d it over with 
the firft body ; and as the enemy harrafs’d very much 
thofe that brought up the rear, he fo difpos’d his ma¬ 
chines on the bank, and play’d fo furioufly on the 
enemy from them, that he forc’d them to give back. 
They that were already enter’d the river, plying 
them at the fame time with their darts and arrows. 
By this means he march’d off quietly, without the 
lofs of one man. Three days after, he was inform’d, 
that the enemy imagined he was fled through fear, 
and looking on themfelves to be out of all danger, 
draggled up and down without order, having neither 
bread-work nor trench before their camp, nor fo 
much as guards or centincls : taking therefore with 
him the archers and Agrians, and that body of Ma¬ 
cedonians that Perdiccas and Cam os commanded, he 
pafs’d the river in the night, and march’d towards 
them with the utmod diligence, commanding the red 
of the army to follow him. But being apprehendve 
he fhould let flip the opportunity, if lie waited till 
that came up, lie fent before him the light-arm’d fol- 
diers, then falling himfelf with the reft upon the 

enemy. 
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enemy, that was half afleep, and without arms, lie- 
made a great daughter of them, took a good number 
prifoners, and put the relt to flight, purfuing them 
as far as the mountains of the TauJantii. Ciitus, in 
fo great a confirmation, firit went to Pelium ; but af¬ 
terwards either diftrufting the fortifications of the 
place, or the courage of his men, fetting fire to die 
town, he went and liv’d in exile among the 
Taulantii. 

Chap. XIII. About this time a rumour v/r:: 
fpread all over Greece that Alexander was kill’d by 
the Triballi, which fill’d the enemies of the Mace¬ 
donian intereft with great hopes of fome revolution 
And indeed it may be reckon’d none of the leal!: 
misfortunes in human affairs, that how iuconfiderable 
foever the authority is, we are apt to believe thole 
tilings we wifli for, with as much confidence and 
affurance, as if an obftinate and ill-grounded opinion 
was able to bear down even truth itfclf. 


Nay, there was one went fo far as to affirm, 
that he faw the king furrounded ; and that they 
might the lefs doubt of die truth hereof, he af- 
fur’d them, he had hinifelf receiv’d a wound in that 
aftion. This being cafily credited, and fpread up 
and down, was the occafion of the greateft calamities 
to the Thebans. For fome of them that Philip had 
baniffi’d, being animated and encouraged by it, did, 
under the condutt of Phamix and Pro tbytes, bafelv 


murder the officers of the Macedonians, that kept 
garrifon in die Cadaiea, as they were walk’d out of 
that citadel, not having the lea ft fufpicion of any 
treachery; and die citizens flocking together on the 
fpccious and plaufiblc account of delivering their 
country from oppreflion, bdieg’d the garrifon, fur- 
rounding it with a double rampart and ditch, to pre¬ 
vent their receiving either provifions or fuecour. 
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This done, they fent ambafladors to all the Greek 
towns, to entreat them that they would not refufe 
|their affiftance to thofe who were fo generoufly en¬ 
deavouring to recover the liberty they had been fo 
unworthily depriv’d of. Demofthenes too, out of 
an ancient pique to the Macedonians, mov’d the 
| Athenians to fend fpeedy iuccours to them : they were 
not however fent, bccaufe they were fo furpriz’d at 
the unexpedted arrival of Alexander, that they drought 
itadvifablc to fee iirft which wav fortune was inclin’d. 


Demofthenes neverthelcfs fent the Thebans what pri¬ 
vate affiftance he could, fupplying them with a great 
quantity of arms at his own expence ; by the help 
whereof, they who had by Philip been depriv’d of 
their own, ftraiten’d the garrifon of Cadmea very 
much. 

There was alfo a ftrong body of Peloponnefians got 
together at die Iflhmus, to whom Antipater (who 
was governor of Macedonia in the king’s abfcnce) 
having difpatch’d meffengers, requiring them not to 
join with Alexander's profefs’d enemies, in violation 
of the general decree of all Greece ; they, notwiths¬ 
tanding, gave audience to the Theban embaffadors. 
The generality of the foldiers feem’d to be mov’d 
with compaftion ; but Aftyhis their leader, who was 
an Arcadian by extraction, fpun out the time in 
delays; not fo much out of any apprehenfion lie 
had, from the difficulty of the undertaking, as out 
of an avaricious temper ; hoping, that their preiling 
necellities requiring a fpeedy fuccour, he fhould 
obtain from them a larger Hilary. He demanded 
ten talents, but the Thebans not being able to make 
them up, thole of die Macedonian party offer'd 
him that fum to be quiet. Thus the Thebans 
were fruftrated of their hopes of any affiftance 
from die Arcadians. However, DcmoAhcncs with 

a fum 
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a fum of money prevented fome other troops of 
Peloponnefus from taking up arms againft the The¬ 
bans ; for he is faid to have receiv’d three hundred 
talents from the Perfians in order to embarrass 
Alexander’s affairs as much as he could. Alexan¬ 
der receiving advice hereof, march’d his army with 
all poffible expedition along Eordsea and Elymioti:, 
and the rocks Stymphzea and Paryeae, and the 
feventh day after he fet out from Pelium, he ar¬ 
rived at Pellenas a town in Theffaly. In fix davs 
more he reach’d Bceotia, marching to Oncheftm, 
which is about fix miles diftant from Thebes. In 
the mean time the Thebans afted with greater course? 
than prudence, as being entirely ignorant of the ene¬ 
mies tranfa&ions. They did not believe the Mace¬ 
donian army had yet pafs’d the Pyla?; and as for the 
king’s coming in perfon, they were fo far from giving 
credit to it, that they did not ferupie to affert it vas 
another Alexander, the fon of ^Eropus that now 
headed the army. 

The king having pitch’d his camp near the tem¬ 
ple of Iolaus, before the gate Proetis, was refolv'c 
to give them leifure to repent : but they, indeed 
thereof, made a fully, and fell upon the out-guards 
of the Macedonians, killing fome, and driving the 
reft from their poft, and were got pretty near rne 
camp, when the king order’d the light-arm’d troop 
to drive them back. The next day the king ad¬ 
vanc’d his army to the gates that lead towards Attica, 
that he might be ready at hand to fuccour thole 
that were fhut up in the citadel, ftill expecting thr.r 
laft refolution; and giving tliem to underhand he 
was yet difpos'd to pardon them, if they did b'.t 
repent of their error. Put they that were inclin'd 
to peace, were over rul’d by the power of the 
exiles, and the intcreft of thufe who had read* e 

tin > 
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them; for they being fenfible there was no hopes 
'pf fafety for them, if the Macedonians became ma¬ 
ilers of the town, chofe rather to be bury’d in the 
ruins of their country, than to purchafe its fafety 
with their own deftrudtion. 

! They had alfo prevail'd with fome of die princes 
bF Boeotia to come into their mcafures : but to what 
degree of folly and madnefs they were arriv'd, will 
from hence appear ; that when Alexander requir’d 
Ithey would deliver up to him, the authors of the 
•rebellion, alluring them, that two heads fhould ex¬ 
piate the crime of the whole city ; they were fo bold 
'as to demand on their part, that Alexander would fur- 
Tender to them Philotas and Antipater, two of me 
‘greateil favourites the king had ; and at the fame 
‘time caus’d a herald to make proclamation, iC That 
if any were willing to join with the great king 
“ (meaning the king of Perfia) and the Thcbanr, 
againft the tyrant, for the recovery of the liberty 
<c of Greece, they might repair to Thebes, as to a 
“ place of fafety. 

All this notwithflanding, Alexander did not give 
orders for the llorming of the town; but, as Ptolo- 
meus relates (though there are fomc that give ano¬ 
ther account) Perdiccas (who commanded that part 
of the army that fac’d the works the enemy had 
cad up, in order to block up the Cad mean fort) 
fell furioufly upon them without expecting the fignal ; 
io that having forc’d the works, lie came to a dole 
engagement with them. Amyntas (who lay next 
to him) charg’d them at the fame time with the 
troops under his command, being encourag’d by 
his example; all which Alexander obferving, and 
fearing the ill fucccfs of h/s men, approach’d with 
the main body of the army ; ancl having commanded 
the light-arm’d troops to break through and fuccour 

their 
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their companions, he remained with the reft before 
the trenches. 

The fight was obftinate, and Perdiccas (being clef 
perately wounded, as he was labouring to force the 
inward retrenchment) was carry’d olf from the 
place of action ; a great many of the Cretan archer.-, 
with their leader Eurybotas, were deftroy’d. TJ.e 
Thebans prefs’d hard upon the Macedonians, (who in 
their fright gave way) and purfu’d them as the)’ re¬ 
tir’d to Alexander. Whereupon die king having 
drawn up the phalanx in order of battle, fell upor, 
the enemy, wliofe troops were in confufion and dif- 
order, and routed them. 

It was here that fortune fhifting the fccne, the 
Thebans were put into inch a confirmation, that 
they had not prefence of mind enough to (hut the 
gates after them, through which they enter’d the 
town. The garrifon of the Cadmea (allying out 
at the fame time into the ltreets that lay next the 
citadel, produc’d fuch a happy efletf, that the 
nobleft city in all Greece was taken the very fame 
day it was attack’d. There was no infhnce of 
cruelty omitted in the deftruttion of this unhap¬ 
py place ; men and women were promifcuouflv 
(laughter’d, nor did weaknefe and childhood find 
companion. 

This inhuman barbarity was chiefly owing to 
the Phocenfes, Platasenfes, the Orchomcnii, and the 
Thefpicnfcs, to whom the profperity and wealth of 
Thebes had been, by rcafon of its vicinity, very per¬ 
nicious and prejudicial. As for the Macedonians, 
they kept themfclves within the bounds of the laws 
of war. 

Orders were at laft given to abftain from any 
farther (laughter, there having peril) i’d already fix 
thoufand men, the reft were made prifoners, <>t 

whom 
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|*hom thirty thoufand free perfons were fold. Cli- 
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rclius fays, that the whole booty amounted to 
ur hundred and forty talents : others will have it, 
^iat the very captives were fold for that fmn. 
^he Theftalians were indebted to the Thebans 
a hundred talents ; which fum Alexander for- 
them, as being his allies. Some few, who 
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%erc known to have been again# the war, efcap’d 
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fk'\vard of her noble and manly behaviour, not only 
jjier liberty, but like wife the honour of having her 


|jfame celebrated to poUerity. 
y A certain Thracian, who was a captain of horfe 
$n Alexander’s fervice, having offer’d violence to this 
|\voman, in a threatning manner afk’d her where fhe 
fjiad hid her mo# valuable effects ? She being more 
$affli&ed at the lofs of her honour, than concern’d 
Jfor her riches, turn’d the covetoufnefs of the bar- 
|barian into an opportunity of revenge ; and pointed 
ijto a well, flie pretended fhe had fecur’d there in her 
^jewels, and other things of value ; he prefently went 
^thither, and as he was with a greedy cuxiofity looking 
|down the well, fhe tripp’d up his heels, and pufh’d 
$him into it, and flinging Hones upon him, kill’d 
•|him ; labouring in vain to get out of it, it being 
| very deep and narrow. His men feix’d her, and 
v brought her before Alexander, that flic might be 
duly punifh’d, for having kill’d their officer. The 
| king having afk’d her who flic was, and what file 
) was brought before him for ? flic, with p.h undaunted 
Y countenance and voice, reply’ll, “ That flic was the 
,'j t( After of that Theagencs who commanded the The- 
| “ bans, and loft his life for the liberty of Greece. 
?! u I have reveng’d the affront drat was offer’d me, 
S « by 
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u by killing the ravifher of my honour. If yen 
“ command me to fuffer death by way of attone- 
“ ment, know, that to a virtuous woman, there 

is nothing fo despicable as life, after her chafe 
“ has been violated ; let me then perifh as foon :■> 
‘ c you pleafe, I fhall Hill die too late, fmee I am -h 
‘ £ unhappy as to have out-liv'd my reputation ;:i:c 
u country.’' Alexander having with attention heard 
her, declared the Thracian defer vedlv kill’d ; and 
that he neither approv’d nor allow'd of rapes to Iv 
committed on gentlewomen, and thofe that were 
free-born : having therefore fpoke much in her 
commendation, he gave her her liberty, and on 
her account, to all her kindred, with the privilege 
of departing to what place they pleas'd : he all’o 
pardon’d Pindar’s pofterity, out of refpeft to tnr.t 
poet, who had made mention in his poems, of 
king Alexander, who was his great-grand-father, ard 
gave orders that his houfe ihould net be burnt. 
For he not only lov'd the virtue of his own cays 
but alfo had a veneration for the memory of great 
men, heaping favours on their poilerity. For af¬ 
terwards having, in the lafl adlion againfl Darius 
overcome that prince, he fent part of the booty 
to the Crotoniates, in confidcration, that in Xerxes < 
war, when all the red of the Greek colonies bc- 
fpair'd of Greece, they had font one galley to 
Salamis, under the command of Phayllus. He like* 
wile bellow'd feveral honours and gifts on the 
Platscans, becaufe their anceilors had given tln-ir 
territory to tliofe Greeks that fought againfl Man 

donius. 

Chap. XIV. The deftruftion of Thebes was pre¬ 
ceded by feveral ftrangc and wonderful appearance 
About three months before Alexander’s coining be¬ 
fore Thebes, was obferv'd in die temple of Cere-, 

call’d 
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IjSjl’d Thefmophoros, a black cobweb, which had 
^Ippear’i white about the time of the Leudlrian fight, 
m which Thebes attain’d to its highefl: point of 
Mory and profperity; and a little before the arrival 
Igf the Macedonians, the flatues in the Forum were 
n to fweat, and difmal cries were heard from tlie 
e near Oncheftus, which, together with the foun- 
isjin Dirce’s iiTuing great Itreams of blood, inllead of 
'Hater, might have terrify’d thefe obftinate people, if 
peir pride had not predeftin’d them to their ruin, 
■for looking back on the glory of their anceftors, 
Hhofe manners they had altogether forfaken, they 

t omis’d themfclves the fame good fortune and 
ccefs, without having the fame virtue and merit, 
Sid fo haften’d on their defiiny; for they were fo 
olifhly ralh, as with an army of little more than 
:$|n thoulhnd, to make head again!! thirty thoufand 
foot, and three thoufand horfe, all veteran victorious 


tioops. 
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Alexander having- made himfelf mailer of the 

^ > 

place, call'd a council of his allies and friends, and 
•fiferr’d it to them, to confider what ufe Ihould be 
jhndc of it. There were amongft them Phocians, 
ijr.d a great many Boeotians, whofe ancient difeords 
♦with the Thebans had been verv detrimental to them. 

J\X ^ J 

^Thefe could not think thcmfclvcs either fuflicicntly 
'jtwng’d, or their fafety duly provided for, if Thebes 
'jjlould be left Handing; wherefore their authority 
/prevail’d, that the walls and edifices ihould be dc- 
jholifii'd, and the territory belonging to it Ihould be 
(jjjividcd among the conquerors, at the pleafurc of 
jiflie king. Thus one day took from the very middle 
$f Greece this noble city, that could bonll of not 
hpidy having produc’d great men, but even gods, 
)t had for almoit eight hundred years from 

the 
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the oracle of the ravens, been inhabited by the fame 
people. 

For the Boeotians having been formerly driven out 
of their country by the Thracians and Pelagians, 
they were told by the oracle, “ That after four ages 
“ they fhould recover their paternal habitations, that 
<c in the mean time they fhould fettle themfelves 
“ where they fhould behold white ravens.” Being 
therefore come to Arne, a town in Theflaly, and 
feeing fome crows that the children had. whiten’d 
over with parget, they fettled there. The town was 
demolifh’d at the found of the flute, in the fame 
manner as Lyfander had threcfcore years before de- 
molifh’d Athens. However, Alexander gave orders 
to abilain from the temples and other facrcd build¬ 
ings, being folicitous, left thro’ want of care, they 
might alfo be damnifyM; being inclin’d to it (be- 
fidcs his own natural veneration for the gods) by the 
fad example that had been made of fome foldien, 
who attempted to pillage the temple of the Cabin 
that flood before the town ; who , while they were 
employ’d in this prophane and impious work, were 
confum’d by a hidden florin of thunder and light¬ 
ning. The images and the flatties of the Gods, 
well as thofe of men renown'd for their virtue, were 
alfo left untouch’d in the publick places where tiny 
flood; and it is recorded, that in the conflernation 
and fright people were in, upon the taking and plun¬ 
dering the city, fome had hid their gold in the folds 
and plaits of the garments of thofe ftatues, and found 
it fafe, when Caffancier, Antipater's (on, twenty years 
after, rebuilt the town; which he is thought to have 
done, not fo much out of companion to the exiles 
as out of hatred to Alexander, thinking to lefien Im 
glory by that ail ion. But not with Handing he refloi'-l 
the former compafs of its walls, yet lie could no: 

a reflow 
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reftore its ancient manners and profperity; fo that 
it never could recover its primitive ftrength, but be¬ 
ing frequently affiidted with calamities, it has with 
difficulty prefcrv’d to our days the appearance of a 
finall inconfxdcrable town. It is laid that Alexander 
afterwards repented what he had done, when he re¬ 
flected, that by the deilrudtion of Thebes, he had 
put out one of the eyes of Greece : It is certain, 
he look'd upon the death of Clitus, and die oblii- 
nacy of the Macedonians, who cowardly refus'd to 
penetrate any farther into die Indies, as a vindic¬ 
tive judgment of Eacchus upon him, for having 
ruin’d and cleftroy'd the place of his birth; nay, 
lb me did not fcruple to fay, that the king’s death 
that proceeded from an excefs of wine, was alfo a 
punilliment inflicted on him by the refentments of that 
deity. 

Thefe things being fin idl’d, he fent to Athens, to 
let the people know, “ That he requir’d they would 
deliver up to him thefe orators, that were perpe¬ 
tually ftirring them up again ft the Macedonians ; 
nr.d that if they were unwilling to part with them, 
they mail cxncil the fame reward of their contu- 

• i 

macy ; as they might view in a late inf lance of the 
it:ilevies of the Thebans.” Upon this, Phocion, 
(who was in great cirecm with tJie people, on the 
account of the integrity of his life) reprtfenting, 
“ That it was not advilcable to irritate and provoke 
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the mind of the young victorious king;” and ex¬ 
horting thole whom the danger particularly threat¬ 
ened, “ That in imitation of the daughters of Ecus 
“ and Myacintluus, they would not Icruplc to lay 
“ down their lives for the good of their country 
Tcmoithcnes, who was by name demanded, now rofc 
up, and inform'd them, “ That the Athenians were 
miflaken, if they imagin’d, that by the furrender 

" of 
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of a few, they fhould procure fafety to them 
felves; that on the contrary, the Macedonians 
(c cunningly requir’d thofe perfons from them, whole 
vigilance and virtue they moll fufpedled and hated; 
and that having remov’d the patrons and protecior 
of the publick liberty, they would afterward lull 
upon the defencelefs and dellitute city, as wolves 
do upon the flicep, when dieir guardian dogs are 
remov’d. 
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Demollhenes had fhewn himfelf a bitter enemy of 
the Macedonians, and therefore very reafonably con¬ 
cluded, there was not the lead room left him to hope 
for mercy. For Philip being kill’d, he mov’d the 
Athenians to build a chapel in honour of Paufanias; 
that publick thankfgivings might be made in the tem¬ 
ples of the gods, and that all the other ufual marks 
of great joy might be exprefs’d; calling Alexander 
fometimes a child, and fometimes a Margites; a 
word of contempt, that meant his prodigious folly 
and madnefs. And being corrupted by the Perfkm 
gold, he had been the incendiary and promoter of 
moll all the wars the Greeks had made with Alexan 


ai¬ 


der, and Philip his father. 

He had befide excited Attains (who was Alexan¬ 
der’s bitterell enemy) to declare open war again(1 
the king, promifmg him the alliance of the Athe¬ 
nians. And the Athenians had not offended a little, 
having call down Philip’s flatues, and converted the 
materials to the moll icandalous ufes; committing 
fcefides all the other indignities the ignorant rabble 
(who have no concern for the future) arc apt to be 
guilty of, when iniligated by the dire&ion and ma¬ 
nagement of a few. But of all their tranfgrcflioiv, 
none offended the king fo much, as the humanity 
and compaflion they exprefs’d for the Thebans ; 
whom they had contrary to his edift receiv’d, whin 

they 
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they made their efcape from the ruins pf their coun¬ 
try ; (hewing fo great a concern for thek misfortunes, 
as to put off the folemnity of the myfteries they 
were wont to celebrate with the greateft devotion 
every year in honour of Bacchus, merely on the 
account of this publick calamity. But out of his 
ih-ong inclination to the Perfian war, he chofe rather 
to forgive the Greeks their injuries, than to punifh 
them. 

Wherefore Denudes (who had been in great fa¬ 
vour with Philip) having prefented to him the hum¬ 
ble interceffions of the city, he granted to the Athe¬ 
nians, that they fliould keep Demofbhenes, Lycur- 
gus, and the others he had requir’d of them, pro¬ 
vided they did but banifti Charidemus. Hereupon 
Charidenms went over to the Perfians, and did them 
great fervice ; till giving his tongue too great a li¬ 
berty, he was kill’d by Darius’s order. Many other 
confiderable perfons, out of hatred to the king, left 
the city, and repair’d to his enemies, and gave the 
Macedonians a great deal of trouble. After fo great 
a tide of fuccefs, there was no power left in Greece ; 
that re Hefting on the overthrow of the Thebans, 
(whole heavy-arm’d foldiers were formerly in great 
ritecin) or on the taking of leucadia, could repofe 
any confidence, either in their own ftrength, or that 
cn any fortifications; for lie reduc’d the Leucadians 
(who were elated and arrogant, on the account of 
the ltrong fituation of their town, and the great 
quantity of ftorcs and provifions they had laid in 
hr a long ftege) by famine ; firft making himfclf 
rafter of all the forts and caftles round it, and giv¬ 
ing to thofo he found therein, liberty to go into 
Leucadia; by which means the people daily increa- 
ling in multitude, foon emptied their magazines. 

Vol. I. D Ambafr 
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Ambaflkdors, were therefore fcnt him from Pelopon 
nefus, to congratulate him on his having, accord¬ 
ing to his defire, finifh’d the war againft the Barba¬ 
rians, and chaitis’d the infolence and temerity of 
fome of the Greeks. 

The Arcadians, who had been in motion, prepar¬ 
ing to aflift the Thebans, gave him to underhand 
they had pafs’d fentence of death on thofe leaders 
who had been the cauie of their extravagant proceed¬ 
ings. The Elei acquainted him like wife that they 
recall’d thofe they had banifh’d, out of this confide- 
ration only, that Alexander had a kindnefs for them: 
and the JEtoh excus’d themfelves, that in fo general 
a dillurbance of Greece, they had not been free from 
&me evil pra&ices. The Megareans caus’d the kirg 
and thofe about him to laugh, by the new kind of 
honour they pretended to confer upon him ; telling 
him, “ That in confederation of his good difpoiniou 
“ and favours to the Greeks, the Megareans had bv 
** a decree of the people, made him free of their 
€ ‘ city. But being afterwards inform’d, that to that 
very day they had not bellow’d that honour on any 
except Hercules, he gracioufly accepted of it. To 
*he others he made anfwer, “ That he had nothing 
more at heart than the quiet and fafety of Greece; 

€i and that provided they refrain’d making any dif- 
“ turbance for the time to come, he readily forgave 
“ them what was pad.” However, he very much 
diftrufted the Spartans, and therefore reflor’d the ions 
of Philiades to Meffene, from whence they had been 
driven j he gave alfo to Chaeron the government of 
Pelene, a town belonging to the Achjeans, and put 
Sicyon and other towns of Peloponnefus into the 
hands of his friends and dependents, that they might 
have an eye upon the couniels and deportment of the 
Lacedemonians. 


A few 



SL* 

B. I. 


Qi? 


79 


I A few months fuffic’d him for the performance of 
[fo many great and weighty things; in which he put 
an end to fo difficult and doubtful a war, with more 
eafe than another could in that time have been pre¬ 
pared for it. He acknowledged he ow’d his conqueft 
to expedition and celerity ; telling one that ask’d him 

by what means he chiefly fubdu’d Greece, “ That it 
“ was by delaying nothing. 
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ARIUS was king of Perfia at that time; 
having been rais’d to that dignity by tk 
interell of Bagoas the eunuch, a little be 
fore the death of Philip. King Ochut and 
his fon Arfes being dead, and all that line utterly ex 
iinft, Bagoas thought it advifeable to make a friendly 

E r nt of that empire, which he could not kw 
elf; judging he ihould for ever be fure of tk 
favour of him he ftiould fo highly oblige. At tk 
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;§ fame time Darius was not look’d upon by the people 

;$ to be unworthy of that high Ration, he not being al- 

i together a Granger to the royal family. For Oltanes, 

f Ochus’s uncle, had for his fon Arfanes, who was fa- 

ther to Codomannus; this being Darius’s name, while 

a private perfon. But after he was feated in Cyrus’s 

\ (hi one, according to the cuftom of the Perfians, he 

l J,iid afule his former name, and took that of Darius. 

• He had alfo diRinguifh'd hiznfelf in the army, having 

;i kill’d his enemy upon a challenge, during the war 

; Ochus was engag’d in againR the Cadufii, and there- 

✓ by ellablifh’d a great opinion of liis bravery and cou- 

•; rage. He was the tenth from Cyrus (who founded 

; that empire) who recover’d Perfia. For Ochus fuc- 

ceeded Artaxerxes his father, who had fucceeded 

•: Darius. To this, Artaxerxes die fon of Xerxes left 

-rhe kingdom. Xerxes fucceeded his father Darius, 

i who was the fon of Hyftafpes, and who (when Cy- 

|rus’s line was extinft by the death of Cambyfes) in 

the famous confpiracy of the feven Perfians,wrefted the 

/ empire from the magi. Under thefc kings the Perfian 

■' affairs Rourifh’d in an unexampled Rate of profpe- 

nty, for the fpace of two hundred and almoft thirty 

v years j having had a noble and brave beginning; 

while the nation, no way add idled to pleafure and vo- 

./hptuoufnefs, fought gallantly for liberty, glory, and 

| riches. In procefs of time, when they had reap’d 

|tiie advantageous fruits of their virtue, they at length 

|neg!e<Red the thing itfelf, and ow’d their fafety not fo 

|xnuch to their own Rrength and bravery, as to the 

^reputation of the power their anceRors had ac- 

fquir’d, and their riches; with which they were far 

more fuccefsful againR the Greeks than with their 
arms. 

| At lafl tlicn, when they found their gold ineffec- 
jjtuaHy oppofed to the power of Alexander, and that 
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.upon the removal of all other foreign means of aft1 
finance, they were now to depend upon themfclvts; ! 
fo debauched were their minds, their fpirits fo brolru I 
and foften’d to fo low a degree of effeminacy, d u 
they could not fupport themfelvcs under the firft fhock f. 
of their declining fortune. “ For poverty fhar]v:,« f 
4 ‘ induftry; whereas luxury and idlcneis arc the ef/co! \ 
“ of affluence and plenty.” Being inform’d of the 
death of Philip, (whofe fuccefs and preparations a- 
larm’d and terrify’d them) they were freed from their ( 
fears; and defpis’d Alexander’s youth, who thivi 
imagin’d would be well enough fatisfy’d, if he might 
walk up and down unmolcfled at Pella. But receiv¬ 
ing every day frefh intelligences of his wars and vie- : 
tories, they oegan very much to dread the youth then 
before contemn’d; and accordingly, with great care | 
and diligence, prepar’d tliemfelves for a vigorous andf 
long war. And having in their former wars found 
by experience, that the Afiatick troops were net a' 
match for the Europeans, they fent proper perfons 
into Greece, to hire into their fervice fifty thoufanJ 
men, the flower of the youth of that country. Mem* 
non the Rhodian was appointed to command thefe 
forces, he having on feveral occafions given the Per* 
fans proof of his fidelity and bravery. He was or¬ 
der’d to make himfelf mafter of Cy/.icus; marching, 
therefore in great diligence thro’ that part of Phry¬ 
gia that joins to the Trojan territory, he came to 
mount Ida, which declares the nature of its fit nation 


by its name ; for the ancients us’d to call all places 
which were planted thick with trees, Ida’s. Tim 
mountain rifes higher than any of the reft that arc 
near the Hcllcfoont. In the middle of it there ft a 
cave much celebrated in fables, out of a religion 
horror; for it is faid, the Trojan here pafs’d his judg¬ 
ment on the beauty of the goddeffes, when ha\ 




B. II. to Quintus Curtius. 



been expos'd by his father’s command, he was edu¬ 
cated to manhood upon this mountain. It is faid alfo 
to have been the birth-place of the I dean Daftyles, 
who by the infraction of Cybele, or (he great mother, 
found out the various ufes of iron; it being no lefe 
ufcful and beneficial to us, when our occafions require 
it, or our labours, than pernicious, vhen it is the 
cruel inftrument of our anger and rage. There is 
another tiling worthy admiration, reported of it, vis. 
That when the winds, at the rife of the Dog-ltar, 
ruffle and dilturb the lower parts, the air in the top 
of mount Ida is calm and quiet: As alfo, that while 
there is yet a great part of the night hovering over 
the earth, the fun is there to be feen, not in the figure 
of a globe or round, but extended in a large breadth, 
and embracing both fides of the mountain, as it were 
with diltinft bodies of fire, till by degrees it unites 
again, and becomes one; and that at the approach of 
the light, it docs not take up a greater fpace than 
that of an acre of ground; and contracting itfclf.ja 
little after into its uliial compafs, it performs its ap¬ 
pointed courfe. As for my part, I am of opinion, 
that this felfe miracle appears to our eyes, when the 
imperfeft image of the riling fun fpreads itfclf thro* 
the air that is condens’d by die nofturnal cold, and 
no way fhaken or divided by the wind, till the fun 
thawing and dillipating it by degrees, gives the eye a 
free paffage to the orb of this planet: For then the 
air is pure and ferene, and the rays of the fun are 
eafily tranfmitted through it ; whereas when it is con¬ 
dens’d, it obitrufts and Hops them, and as if they 
fell upon a looking-glafs, it difperfes them with an 
incrcafe of fplendor and brightnels. 

l’he territory of Cyzicus extends itfelf from the 
loot of mount Ida to Propontis. The town is fituate 
in an illand of a moderate compafs, being join’d to 
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the continent by two bridges. But thefe were made 
by Alexander fome time after; at the time of Mem* 
non’s expedition they eroded over in fhips. Memnon 
having, by his unexpected attempt, in vain terrify\1 
the Cyzicenians, (the inhabitants making a vigorous 
refiftance, and defending themfelves gallantly) was 
forc’d to retire, having firft plunder’d the country 
round about it, and carry'd off a confiderable boot)-. 
All this while the Macedonian generals were not idle; 
for Parmenio took Grynium a town in -diolia, and 
made flaves of the inhabitants: After which, palling 
the river Caicus, he lay down before Pitane, a rich 
and wealthy place, having two convenient ports, 
whereby it could receive relief from Europe; but, 
upon the feafonable arrival of Memnon, he was forc’d 
to raife the fiege. Calas, with a fmall number of 
Macedonians, and fome hir’d troops, carry’d the war 
into the country of Troy, and came to an engagement 
with the Perfians; but finding he was not a match for 
4heir multitude, he retir’d to Rhcetium. 

i 

CHAP. II. 

I N the mean time, Alexander having fettled die 
affairs of Greece, and being return'd to Macedon, 
was deliberating with his friends about thofc things he 
ought to provide again#, and about thofe he ought to 
execute, before he enter’d upon fo great a war. An¬ 
tipater and Parmenio, who were the chief amongft 
them, both for their age and quality, earneltly begg’d 
of him, “ That he would not in one perfon expofe 
u the welfare and profperity of the whole empire to 
“ the treacherous uncertainties of fortune, but would 

“ lull 
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“ frft marry, and get children; and having by that 
“ means provided for the fafety of his country, after- 
“ wards apply himfelf to the enlarging his dominions.” 
The reafon of which advice was, that there was at this, 
time only Alexander left of Philip’s blood, that was 
worthy of the empire, Olympias having deftroy’d all 
Cleopatra’s iffue : And Aridasus, on the account of • 
the mean extraction of his mother, and the difturb- 
ance of his mind, was look’d upon as one that would, 
not become the Macedonian fceptre. However, A- 
Jexauder being of a reftlefs temper, could think of 
nothing but war, and the glory that refults from vic¬ 
tory ; wherefore he rcply’a in this manner : “ Like 
“ men of probity, and good patriots, you are not 
“ without caufe folicitous about the thing that may 
“ either benefit or damnify your country. No body 
“ can deny but it is a hard and difficult talk we are 
“ undertaking ; which if we rafhly attempt, and the 
ev^ent fhould hot anfwer expectation, a late repen* 

“ tance could make no amends : for it is our bufi- 
r.cf, before we hoiit our fails, to confult, whether 
it be advifable to undertake the voyage, or keep 
“ quiet at home. But when we have once com- 
mitted ourfelves to the winds and the waves, we 
are altogether at their mercy. I therefore do not 
take it ill, that you differ from my opinion ; oi\ 
tlie contrary, I commend your fincerity, and de- 
4< fire you will fhew the fame integrity with referenc* 
to rhofe matters that fhall hereafter become the 
iubjcft of our debates. They, who are really 
“ their king's friends, if there be any worthy tliat 
title, in their advice, do not fo much confider how 
to procure his favour, as how to promote his in- 
tereft and glory. He that advifes any other wife 
than he would a£t himfelf, is fo far from inflrufting 
him that confults him, that he impofes upon him, 
and deceives him. Now that I may lay my own 
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“ opinion open to you, I am fatisfy’d, that nothing 

“ is Iefs conducive to the intereft of my affairs than 

“ delay. After having curb’d all the Barbarians in 

tc the neighbourhood of Macedon, and quieted the 

“ commotions of Greece, fhall we fuffer a brave 

** and victorious army to wafte away in eafe and idle- 

* s nefs, or lead it into the wealthy provinces of Afia, 

41 which they have already taken pofTeffion of in 

4t hope; defiring the fpoils of thePerfians, as a rc- 

ward of thofe labours they have gone through in 

4 * their long lervice under my father, and for thcfc 

“ three years pall under our command ? Darius is 

4f but lately come to the crown, and by his putting 

4t Bagoas to death, by whofe means he obtained it, 

4t has given his people a fufpicion of his being both 

4i cruel and ungrateful, which vices are apt to caufe 

4i an averfion in the beft fubjetls againft their 

** rulers, and to render them lefs ready to obey, if 

“ not altogether refraftory. Shall we fit hill then 

4t till he has confirm’d his authority, and having 

* c fettled his affairs at home, of his own accord tranf- 

4< ferrei the war into Macedon ? there are great ad* 

<c vantages to be reap’d from celerity and difpatch, 

V which, if we lie Hill will accrue to the enemy. 

“ The firft impreffion of the mind is of great mo* 

4S ment in things of this nature j now that is always 

y ready for him that firft catches at it: for no body 

44 ;is backward to court the favour of the ftrongeft: 

:: ** ¥ is efteem’d the ftrongeft and braveft, that 

y declares and carries abroad the war, and not he that 

“ receives it at home. Bcfides, how much fhall we 

“ hazard our reputation, if we deceive the hopes of 

“ them, who, notwithftanding our youth, have 

“ thought us worthy of that honour that our father, 

44 who was a great captain, and had given fo many 

u proofs of has bravery and conduft, uid not yet re- 

u ceivc till a little before Ids death ? nor did the conn 

41 cii 
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cil of Greece decree ns the fovereign command, 
that we fhould live idly in Macedon, minding no¬ 
thing but our pleafures, without the leaft concern 
for former injuries, and thofe that have of late 
been offer’d to the Grecian name : but that we 
fhould revenge and punifh thefe infolencies; which 
the extravagance or their pride has induc’d them 
to offer with fuch an air of boldnefs and arro¬ 
gance. What fha.ll I fay of thofe Greek nations, 
who being fcatter’d up and down Afia, are op- 
prefs’d by the infupportable flavery of the licen¬ 
tious Barbarians ? it were needlefs to reprefent to 
you. with what prayers and arguments Delius the 
Ephelian pleaded their caufe, iince it is ftill frefh 
in your memories. This is however certain, that 
the very moment they behold our flandards, they 
will immediately repair to us, and readily embrace 
the greatefl of dangers, for the fake of their de¬ 
liverers and protestors, againfl their unjuft, cruel, 
and inhuman mailers. But why, as if we had for¬ 
got ourfelves and our enemies, fhould we look 
about for afliftance and fuccour againft a people, 
which to be flow in conquering, would redound 
more to our fhame than glory ? in our father’s 
time, a fmall body of Lacedemonians having 
march’d into Afia, were in vain oppos’d by vaft 
armies of the enemy, who fuffer’d Phrygia, Lydia, 
and Paphlagonia, to be harrafs’d and plunder’d ; 
or if they offer’d to hinder or oppofe it, they were 
beaten and ftain, even to the tiring their enemies 
with their /laughter; till Agefilaus being call’d 
away with the troops under his command, on the 
account of fome commotions in Greece, gave them 
(when they were in the greateft confufton, and al¬ 
together uncertain what meafurcs to take) fufficient 
time to recover themfelves from their fright.^ A 
few years before him, fcarce ten thoufand Grecian?*, 
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44 without leaders, and without provi/ions, open’d 
“ themfelves a paffage with their fword, through fo 
“ many nations of enemies, into their own country, 
44 from the very heart of the Perfian empire, though 
44 they were purfued at the fame time by the king’s 
44 whole army, with which he had lately difputed 
44 the crown with his brother Cyrus, and conquer’d 
“ him ; and yet whenever they came to an cngage- 
“ ment, this vi&orious army was always beaten by 
“ the Greeks, and put to flight. Shall we then, af- 
44 ter we have overcome Greece in fo many victories, 
44 and brought it under our obedience, having either 
44 kill’d the bravefl: among# them, or got them in 
44 our camp ; lhall we, I fay, be afraid of Afia, 
“ when a few of thofe whom we have beaten, have 
44 given it fo many fhameful defeats ? 

After this, he faid a great deal more to the fame 
purpofe, by which he fo mov’d the minds of his 
hearers, that they all came into his opinion ; nay, 
Parmenio himfelf, who ftickled moft to have the war 
delay’d, was now for having it enter’d upon with 
all fpeed, and even made prefling fpeeches to Alexan¬ 
der on that account. Wherefore making it his whole 
bufinefs to get every thing in readinefs for his march, 
he offer’d a folemn facrifice to Jupiter Olympius, at 
Dium a town in Macedon. This facrifice was originally 
inftituted by Archelaus, who reign’d after Perdiccas, 
the fon of Alexander. He alfo had ftage-plays in ho¬ 
nour of the mufes, which Iafted nine days, according 
to the number of thofe goddeffes. After this, he gave 
a magnificent entertainment, in a tent that held a hun¬ 
dred beds ; there he feafled with his friends, his gene¬ 
rals, and the deputies of the ftates; he order’d like- 
wife, that part of the victims fhould be diftribu ted among 
the foldiers with other proviflons; that this day, which 
was dedicated to mirth, might be celebrated with all 
entertainments, and lucky omens of the future war. 

CHAP 
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I N the beginning of the fpring, having gather’d 
his forces together, he pal’s hi into Afia; theftrength 
of his army confiftcd more in its courage and bra¬ 
very, than in its number of men. Parmenio led 
thirty thoufand foot, of which there were thirteen 
thoufand Macedonians, five thoufand mercenaries, 
the red were troops fent by the confederates. Thefe 
were followed by five thoufand others, made up of 
Illyrians, Thracians, and the Tribal!!, to which were 
added, a thoufand Agrian archers. Philotas had 
the command of the Macedonian horfe, that confifled 
of one thoufand eight hundred. Calas headed the 
like number of Theffalians. The reft of Greece fent 
only fix hundred horfe, which he gave the command 
of to Erigyus: Caifander commanded the van, with 
nine hundred Thracians and Psconians, for his advanc’d 
guard. With this army, having only thirty days pro- 
vifion, he ventur’d to make head againft an infinite 
number of Barbarians, relying on the ftrength and 
bravery of his men ; who being grown old in a con¬ 
tinu’d feries of vi&ories, were by their courage and 
fkilful ufe of their arms, more than a match for any 
number of enemies whatever. He entrufted the go¬ 
vernment of Macedonia and Greece with Antipater, 
leaving him twelve thoufand foot and fifteen hundred 
horfe, giving him withal tliis charge, to make conftant 
levies to recruit his army, and fupply the confumption 
of war, and the ncceflary decays of mortality. Hope 
was the only thing he had referv’d to himielf, when 
he divided the reft amongft his friends. For before 
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he took (hipping, he had diftributed among them all 
that he could, without impairing the majefty of regal 
dignity. Perdiccas refus’d the lands that were offer'd 
him, and defired the king to tell him, what lie would 
have left for himfelf r to which the king anfwer’d, 
t£ Hopes.” “ Why then, reply’d he, wc fhall par- 
“ take of them, fmce we fight under your conduct 
11 and fortune.” T’hcre were a few that imitated 
him, the reft accepted of his gifts. Alexander be- 
ing again afked, “ Where his treafures were now?” 
he anfwered, “ In the hands of my friends.” And 
indeed, as he had flung himfelf upon fortune, and 
flaked his All upon the hazard of her dice, he did 
not feem to have mif-plac’d his riches: for as by 
conquering he flood fair for greater, fo if he were 
overcome, he could expeft no iefs than to lofe thofe 
he had; in the mean time, he was fare of being 
ferv’d with greater chearfulnefs and alacrity. And 
as for the prefent neceffities, they did not fuffer 
much by the grants he had made of his lands, 
manors and revenues, whofe time of payment was 
ftill remote. As for the money, it was fet apart 
for the ufe of the war, and was with fo much the 
greater care hu (banded in the difpenfation, by how 
much it was lefs in quantity. For when Philip was 
kill’d, there was hardly threefcore talents of coin'd 
money in the exchequer, and a few filver and golden 
vetfels: whereas the debts at that time amounted to 
five hundred talents. And notwithflanding he had 
very much augmented the Macedonian power and 
intcreft, and fo far improv’d the golden mines near 
Crenidac, (which he call'd Philippy) that he drew 
from thence the yearly income of a thoufand ta¬ 
lents ; yet by reafon of his continual wars, and the 
large prefents he made, the treafury was quite cx- 
haufted : he had befidcs, laid out vaft fums in repair- 
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ing and adorning Macedonia, which he found in a 
very poor and low condition. A great many could 
remember, that at his coining to the crown, he was 
but in indifferent circumftances, infomuch that he 
us’d to lay under his pillow, every night when 
he went to bed, a gold cup which he had, that 
weigh’d about fifty drachma’s. And yet this man's 
fon ventur'd to attack the king of Periia, who had 
five thoufand talents of gold for his pillow, and three 
thoufand talents of filver for his footftool, plac’d 
under the head and feet of his bed, in proper repo- 
fitorics j although he had added to his father’s debts 
eight hundred talents, which he had taken up upon 
loan, of which there hardly remain’d the tenth 
part. He is faid to have fet out, Timotheus playing 
on the flute, and the army expreffing the greateil 
chearfulnefs imaginable, as having already engrofs’d 
in their thoughts, all the wealth and riches of the 
Barbarians they were going to fight againft. Af¬ 
ter this manner he was carry’d to the Strymon, 
through a lake call’d Circinites, (from a neighbouring 
mountain) where he had his fleet. He came firft 
to Amphipolis, from whence he proceeded to the 
mouth or the Strymon ; which having pafs’d, he 
march’d by the fide of the mountain Pangaeus, and 
firuck into the way that leads to Abdera and Ma- 
ronea. He on purpofe march’d along the fhore, 
that he might be ready to aflift his fleet that fail’d 
by him, in cafe the Perfians fhould attack it, for 
they were at that time alfo mailers at fea, and he 
haa but a moderate fleet: whereas the enemy had 
Ihips from Cyprus and Phoenicia, and mariners har¬ 
den’d to fea-affairs, and very experienc’d rowers. 
For the Macedonians having but lately attempted the 
fovereignty of the fca, did not abound with (hips, 
and the allies furniih’d them but fparingly, and as 
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it were again# their will. Even the Athenians, 

O / 

when they were required to fend in their gallies, fent 
but twenty : their orators perfuading them that it 
was dangerous, left, upon its arrival, it fhould be 
employed again# thofe who had fent it. 

From hence he march’d to the river Hebrus: 
which having pafs’d without much difficulty, he came 
into Pnetica, a country in Thrace ,* from thence pal¬ 
ling over the river Melas, on the twentieth day from 
his fetting out, he arrived at Seftus, a town fituate 
in the extremity of the continent, and looking into 
the Hellefpont, where the fea contracting itfelf into 
feveral windings, divides Afia from Europe; for 
Macedon is join’d to Thrace, which extending itfelf 
to the eaftward in two points, would reach Aha if 
it were not feparated from it by die fea ; on the right 
hand the Hellefpont hinders it, and farther on the 
Bofphorus, firnam’d the Thracian, divides Byzantium 
from Chalcedon. Propontis that is contra&ed be¬ 
tween thefe flreights, enlarges its channel near the 
countries of Bithynia and Pontus. Below Bithynia 
lies Myfia, and then Phrygia, and Lydia that joins 
to that, are more remote from the fea j the more in¬ 
ward provinces that are very fpacious and large, and 
celebrated for their fertility ana riches, are inhabited 
by feveral nations. The coafts that face Thrace and 
Greece are poffiefs’d by the Hellefpontins, and far¬ 
ther on by the Trojans, famous for their misfortunes 
and calamities. Beneath diefe Atolis and Ionia, in a 
long extent of ffiore, flretch themfelves out on the 
borders of Lydia. In the next place is Caria that 
joins to the country of Doris, and is in a great mea- 
fure encompafs’d with the fea, and the inland parts 
of which are of a large extent. Near thefe terri¬ 
tories are the noble iflands, the ./Eolic Lefbus, the 
Ionian Chius and Samus, and the Doric Rhodus, and 
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feveral others, whofe names are celebrated in the 
writings of the Greeks : for formerly the Greeks 
had populous colonies on this coaft, which were ftill 
remaining ; but by being made fubjed to the king 
nr Perfia, and his governors, they had loft their an- 
tient liberty, and were become flaves. Alexander 
being arriv'd at Seftus, order'd the greateft part of 
his army to repair to Abydus, feated on the oppoflte 
ihore, under the conduct of Parmenio, with whom 
he left for this purpofe, a hundred and threefcore gal- 
lies, befides feveral fhips of burthen : while he with 
the reft went to Eleus, which is dedicated to Prote- 
lilaus, whofe grave is there, with a tomb ereded to 
iiis memory. The tomb is encompafs’d with a great 
many elms, which are of a wonderful nature ; for 
the leaves that put out in the morning, on thofe 
branches that look towards Ilium, fall in the morn¬ 
ing, while the others retain a lafting verdure: it is 
thought that they hereby exprefs the untimely fate of 
the hero, who being in the flower of his age, when 
he accompany'd the Greeks in their Allan expedition, 
fell the hrft vidim of the Trojan war. Alexander 
therefore paying him the rites of the dead, implor’d 
that he might be attended with better fortune when 
he landed on the enemies Ihore. From hence he 
went to Sigeum, taking with him fifty gallies, and 
beheld that haven that was become remarkable by 
the Greeks putting in there with their fleet in the 
Trojan war. When he was in the middle of the 
Hellefpont (for he himfelf was pilot of his own 
fhip) he facrific’d a bull to Neptune and the Nereids, 
flinging the golden vcffels (out of which he had 
made the libation) into the fea, as a prefent to the 
deities of the fea. The fleet being come into the 
harbour, the king cull a dart upon the fhore, 
leap’ll out of the fhip, and was the iirft that landed, 

pro- 



94 Freinshemius’s Supplement 

protelling at the fame time, “ That with the affiftance 
“ of the gods, he propos’d, by a juft war, to make 
“ himfelf mafter of Afia.” He afterwards eroded 
altars in the place where he made his defeent, to 
Jupiter, Minerva and Hercules : he alio order’d altars 
to be built in that place of Europe from whence he 
fet out. 





C H A ?. IV. 

F ROM hence he proceeded on to the plains, 
where he was ihew’d the feat of the ancient 
Troy. Here, while he was examining curioufly the 
monuments of the works of the heroes, one of the 
inhabitants promis’d him Paris’s harp : to whom he 
made anfwer, “ That he did not fet any value on 
“ the mean inftrument of effeminate pleafures : but 
** give me, if you can, that of Achilles, on which 
(t he us’d to celebrate the praifes of the heroes, with 
“ the fame hand, with which he furpafs’d their 
“ achievements.” For he was a great admirer of 
Achilles, valuing himfelf for being defeended from 
him ; he therefore with his friends run naked round 
his tomb, and anointed it with oil, and adorn’d it 
with a crown. Hephseftion likewife put a crown 
upon that of Patroclus : hinting thereby that he held 
the fame rank in Alexander’s favour, that the other 
did in Achilles’s. Among the various difcourfes they 
had concerning Achilles, the king faid, “ He look’d 
“ upon him to have been doubly happy ; for having 
“ had, while living, a true and faithful friend ; and 
u when dead, a good poet to celebrate his aftions.” 
He alfo facrilic’d to the other heroes, whofe tomb 1 , 
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are to be fcen in thofe countries. He offer’d facri- 
fices like wife toPriamus, on Hercius’s altar, either to 
appeafe his ghoft, as having been kill'd by Achilles's 
fon ; or elfe on tire account of the relation he thought 
there was between him and the Trojans, fince Ncop- 
tolemus married Andromache, Mcftor’s widow. He 
with great devotion facrific'd to Minerva, for whom 
he had a particular veneration : and hanging up his 
arms in the temple, he took down others that were 
laid to have been there, ever fince the time of the 
Trojan war. Thefc he caus’d to be bore before 
him, as if they were lent him by the favour of the 
deity, to conquer and fubduc Afia ; and it is faid he 
adlually had them on, when he fought the Perfian 
generals near the Granicus. Otherwife he took great 
delight in fine arms, being in nothing fo nice as in 
them. I find him to have made ufc of a buckler 
that was very bright, and that his head-piece was 
finely fet off with a tuft of feathers, that fell down 
on each fide, and were remarkable for their extreme 
whitenefs and largcncfs. It is tree his head-piece was 
of iron, but then it was fo neatly poliili’d that it 
look’d like filver, and was the work of Thcophilus. 
He had a double linnen brcaft-plate : his collar was 
alfo of iron, but it was curioufly adorn’d with precious 
hones that call a glorious luflrc. His fword was re¬ 
markable both for its edge and temper; and it was 
the more valuable for this, that notwithflanding its 
ftrength, it was light and cafily handled. Over this 
armour he would fomedmes wear a military fur-tout 
of that kind, that was then call’d the Sicilian fafhion. 
Some of thefe arms he had not ’till afterwards j as 
for inllance, the breaft-plate, which we mentioned, 
was found amongft the fpoils after the battle near 
bins ; the fword was prefented him by the king of 
the CJitici, a people of Cyprus. The Rhodians made 

him 
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him a prefent of his belt, which was wrought with 
incomparable art, by Helicon that famous artificer. 
We are not afham’d to relate thefe particulars, which 
have defervedly found place in the works of ancient 
authors; befides, the fayings and a&ions of great 
kings, how minute and light foever they may be, 
are refle&ed on, with both profit and pleafure. It 
is mod certain that the arms of Alexander were held 
in great effeem by following ages j nay, time itfelf, 
that general deftroyer, feem’d to fliew a refpett to 
them for one of the Roman generals, after the con- 
quefl of the Pontick kingdoms, wore his cloak at die 
folemnity of his triumph ; another having put on his 
breaft-plate, run up and down the bridge he had made 
over the fea, in imitation of Darius and Xerxes. 
Alexander march’d from the temple of Minerva to 
Arifbe, where the Macedonians, that Parmenio com¬ 
manded, were encamp’d. 

The next day he pafs’d by the towns Percote and 
Lamfacus, and came to the river Praftius; which 
rifmg out of the Tdaean mountains, runs through the 
territories of Lampfacus and Abydus, and then wind¬ 
ing a little to the northward, empties itfelf into Pro¬ 
pontis. From thence patting by Hermotus, he march¬ 
ed to Colonae, a town fituate in the middle of die 
Lampfacenian territory. Having taken all thefe into 
his prote&ion, upon their fubmittion to him, (for he 
had pardon’d the Lampfacenians) he fent Penegortis 
to take poffeflion of the town of the Priapeni, which 
the inhabitants furrender’d to him. Then he order’d 
Amyntas, who was the fon of Arrabasus, to take four 
troops, (whereof one con filled of Apolloniates, and 
was commanded by Socrates) and go upon the fcout, 
in order to get intelligence of the enemy, who \vu. 
not now far off*, and was making all the preparation, 
pofliblc for the war. Among them, Mcmnon, foj 

flvili 
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/kill in military matters, far exceeded the reft. He 
endeavour’d to perfuade them, “ To deftroy every 
“ thing all round about them, that could be of any 
“ ufe to the enemy, and then retire farther into the 
“ country ; to caufe the cavalry to trample down 
“ and wafte all the grafs ; to bum all the villages and 
“ towns ; leaving nothing behind them but the bare, 
“ naked land : that the Macedonians had hardly a 
“ month’s provifion, and they would afterwards be 
“ neceflitated to live upon plunder ; now if that 
“ means of fubfifting were remov’d, diey would in 
“ little time be forc’d to retire, fo that all Afia would 
“ be fafe at a cheap rate. It was true, that there 
“ was fomething very difmal in his advice; but on 
“ all occafions, where dangers were impending, wife 
“ men make it their bufinefs to get off with as little 
u damage as they could. Thus the phyficians, if 
one part of the body be feiz’d with a diftemper, 
“ which is likely to fpread into other parts, they lop 
u it off, and fo with the lofs of a limb, fecure the 

u health of the reft of the body : that the Perfians 

“ would not do this without a precedent. For 

,f Darius had formerly deftroy’d all thofe countries, 

“ left the Scythians in their paffage through them, 
“ fhould find accommodation. If they came to a 
" battle, all would be at ftake, and if the Perfians 
“ were beat, all that country would fall into Alexan- 
u der’s hands ; whereas, if they got the better, they 
“ would be ftill but where they were. T’hat indeed 
“ there was no fmall danger from the Macedonian 
“ Phalanx, that the Pcrfian foot, tho’ much more 
“ numerous, would not be able to refill it: belides, 
“ the king’s being prefent would not contribute a 
“ little to the gaining of the viftory, fince the fol- 
“ diers fighting in the prefence of their general, 
“ would be fpurr’d on with hope, fhame, and glory 

“ at 
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“ at the fame time ; all which advantages the Macc- 
<c donians had, but Darius was abfent from them. 
iC Befides, no body doubted but that it was mych 
“ better to make war in a foreign country than in 
one’s own; that they would be fire of that advan¬ 
tage, if they follow’d his advice, and invaded 
41 Maccdon. 

But this fpeech did not pleafc any of the other 
generals : they fa id, “ Perhaps this might ft cm pro- 
“ per to Mernnon the Rhodian, who would hud a 
benefit by protracting the war, fince he would 
thereby enjoy his honours and falaries fo much 
the longer ; but it would be a foul difgrace to the 
Perfians to betray the people that were committed 
to their trnib and care, and that they could not 
anlwer it to the king, whofe inflrudlions to them 
laid down a very different feheme for the profecu- 
tion of the war for Darius being inform'd of 
Alexander’s motion, had fent letters to his -gover¬ 
nors and lieutenants, commanding them, “ Bird to 
“.put that ra(h youth of Philip’s in mind of his years 
“ and condition, by whipping him, and then to fend 
“ him to him cloath’d in purple and bound : to link 
“ his lliips with their crew, and carry all his foldiers 
“ to the remote!! parts of the Red-Sea.” 

So fecure was he of futurity, through his exccf- 
five pride, and the ignorance of his deftiny, he di¬ 
verted himfelf of all icnfc of human weaknefs, pre¬ 
tending to be related to the gods; rather becaulc he 
did not feem much inferior to them in power, than 
on the fcore of the antient fable that deriv’d the pe¬ 
digree and name of the kings of Perfia from Pcrfcus 
the fon of Jupiter. He had a little before writ to the 
Athenians in the fame haughty ftyle; adding, “ That 
“ fmcc they had preferr'd die friendlhip of tire Ma- 

“ ccdonian 
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11“ cedonian to his, the/ muft not for the future afk 
him for an/ more gold : for though they fhould 
“ beg it of him, he would fend them none.” 




C II A P. V. 

B U T Alexander being advanc'd as far as that 
portion of land that the king of Perlia had be- 
flow'd on Memnon, gave fpecial orders not to offer 
jany injury cither to the perions of his tenants, or the 
produd of the lands ; by which proceeding lie pru¬ 
dently contriv'd to cauie at leaft a fufpicion of the 
only man he did not defpife among all the enemy’s 
generals, if he Ihould not be able to bring him over 
to his intereft. Hereupon fome wondering at the 
king's moderation and goodnefs, did not fcruple to 
Jay, that being the molt cunning and bitter enemy 
the Macedonians had, he ought to be put to death as 
foon as they could get him in their hands, and in the 
jnean time they ought to do him all the damage they 
could : to which the king rcply'd, “ That on the 
** contrary, they ought to win him by good oflices, 
“ and to make him a friend of an enemy, and that 
then, he would exert the fame courage and conduct 
V on their fide.” 

> They were now come into the Adrnftcan plains, 
through which the river Granicus runs with a fwift 
Current. There, fome of diofe that were fent before 
\>vith Ilcgelochus to get intelligence, bring him an 
Recount, that the Perfians waited for him, in order of 
Rattle, on the other fide of the river. He therefore 
.paltcd for fome time,, to conduit about the palling the 
'? river, 
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river, and call all his generals together. The major 
part were of opinion, that it was altogether rafh and 
impracticable to item the current of that deep river, 
in the prefence of fo many thoufand horfe and foo:, 
that were drawn up on the other fide, and the bank 
itfelf being very fteep, and of difficult accefs. There 
were not wanting foxne, that fuggefted, that it was 
then the month called Defius, (which anfwers to that 
of June) which was always very unfortunate to the 
Macedonians. Hereupon Alexander, tho’ he v/a, 
not uneafy on the account of the danger, yet he did 
not defpife the fu perdition ; being fenfible of tlie 
powerful effects even of vain and ill-grounded reli¬ 
gion, in weak minds. He therefore ordain’d that 
they fliould repeat the name of the preceding month, 
and inltead of Defius, have another Artemifms. And 
the more effectually to fettle the minds of them that 
were alarm’d, he caus’d Ariftander (who was then Sa¬ 
crificing for a profperous paflage) to be fecretly ad* 
monifh’d, to write with an artificial ink, on that hand 
that was to receive the. intrails, (inverting the cha¬ 
racters, that the liver being impos’d thereon mb in 
by its heat attract the fame, and exprefs them pro¬ 
perly) u That the gods granted the victory to Akwan- 
“ der.” This miracle being divulg’d, fill’d every 
bod/ with fuch mighty hopes of the future, that they 
unanimoufly declar’d, in loud acclamations, “ That 
“ after fuch tokens of the favour of heaven, there 
“ was no room left to doubt of any thing.” Thus 
being by a wile brought into a confidence of fuc- 
cefs, they as it were run away with the victory, be- 
caufe their thoughts were convinc'd it was their 
own. 

The king thinking it advifable to make ufe of this 
bold difpofition of their minds, immediately led them 

ever ; notwithftanding Parmenio very muck entreated 
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him to wait at Icaft till die morning, (for the greater 
part of the day was now pad) and joked at Parme- 
nio's anxiety, faying, “ That the Hellefpont would 
have caufe to blulh, if after he had furmminted the 
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difficulties of paifmg that, they fhouid boggle at die 
“ palling of a brook.” The king with thirteen troops 
of horfc had hardly pafs’d thro’ the violence of the 
dreams, but before he could get firm footing on the 
iliore, or make good the ranks that had been difor- 
der'd in the paflage, he was on all Tides prefs’d by the 
Perfian cav r alry : for upon their dilapproving Mem- 
uon's advice, and their refolving to fight, (Arfites, 
who was governor of Phrygia, having openly de¬ 
clar'd, he would not fuffer the leak hut to be burnt 
within his jurisdiction, and the red having enter’d into 
his fentiments) they had polled thcinfelves along the 
river Granicus, to the number of one hundred thou- 
fimi foot, and twenty thou fan d horfe; making ufe of 
the river as of a fortification, and dofigning as it 
were, to bar that door of Aha again ft Alexander, 
iking therefore inform'd of his arrival, they fo drew 
up fheir cavalry (in which confuted the main ilrength 
• >f their army) that the right wing of die Macedonians, 
which was commanded by the king himfelf, (for the 
left lie had committed to Pannenio’s care) was oppo- 
led by Memnon and his foils, together with A dimes 
die Perfian; Arfitcs was alfo here with die auxiliar 
Paphlagonian horfc. Spithridates, who was the king’-s 
Ion-in-law, commanded the body of referee ; he was 
h :coinpanied by his brother Rhrefaccs, wlio was go¬ 
vernor of Libya and Ionia, and by the Ilyreaniaii 
horlo. Fti the right of die foot were two thou (and 
Males and as many Jfcfclrians under the command of 
kneomithres. The main body was commanded by 
Pimrnaces the queen's brorher, Arbun.ileJ, and Mi- 
’ nobar/.ancs governor of L’nnp.iJocw : ftefe iwre 
L.U.. L j: ’ » ■:u\I 
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join’d by Niphates and Petanes, as alfo by Arfaccs 
and Atizyes, who had brought along with them troops 
of feveral nations; thefe being fuperior in number, 
and having the advantage of the ground, prefs’d ve¬ 
hemently upon the enemy, and the fight was very 
iharp : the king was here particularly in danger, who 
being remarkable by his arms, by his bravery and by 
the orders he gave up and down, was chiefly attack’d 
by a great many. 

In the heat of the adlion a dart that was leveil'd at 
the king ftuck fall in the folds of the lower part of 
his armour, but did not wound him; however, he 
was in real danger from RhDefaces and Spithridate-, 
two of the bolded of all the Perfian generals, v.i.o 
.attack'd him at the fame time, for having brol.e 
his lance upon Spithridates’s breaft-plate ; as he was 
going to make ufe of his fword, Spithridates’s bro¬ 
ther riding up to him, flruck fo great a blow with 
his cymetar on his helmet, that he cut it throng!’, 
and lightly touch’d the king’s hair; part of the hel¬ 
met falling down by the force of the droke, he was 
juft going to give him another, on that part of his 
head that lay bare, when Clitus obferving the king's 
manifell danger, flew to his afliftance and pre¬ 
vented him, by cutting off the fword arm of the 
Barbarian ; Alexander flew Spithridrates at the fame 
time. 

Notwithllanding this the Pcrfians made a naJhmt 

• O 

reft (lance 5 till at lall, being difhearten’d by the Ids 
of their generals (of whom the major part were al¬ 
ready kill'd) and the approach of the Macedonian 

f )halanx, that by this time had pafs'd the river, tlu-y 
>etook themfclves to a precipitous flight; after whi< h 
the foot made but a final 1 refiftancc; lor imagining 
that their horfe was more than fuflicient to overcome 

the enemy, their mind was more intent on the j-h’ 1 ' - 

du, 
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dcr, than on the danger ,* till by the futlden and un~ 
expe&ed event, they became a facrifice to the Ma¬ 
cedonians ; for it was now no longer a fight, but a 
perfect butchery. The mercenaries however, who 
were commanded by Omares, having poflefs’d them- 
{elves of an eminence, made a vigorous defence : 
For he had refus’d to give them quarter. In this 
conflict therefore, there fell more Macedonians than 
in the engagement of the horfe ; nay, the king him- 
fclf (who fought amongft the forwardeft) was here 
fo near danger, that the horfe he rid upon was run 
through the body with a fword. This accident fo 
enflam’d his anger, that having furrounded them, 
both with his cavalry and phalanx, he made an en¬ 
tire daughter of them, except two thoufand that 
furrender’d at diferetion. There were in all killed 
of the enemy, twenty thoufand foot, and two thou¬ 
fand horfe, and \ r ery near the like number taken 
prifoners. The generals Meinnon, Arfaces, Reomi- 
thres, and Antizycs, lav’d themfclves by flight; the 
others dy’d honourably of their wounds. Arfites 
being got into Phrygia, laid violent hands on him- 
felf, under a conflict of {hamc and remorfe, that he 
fhould not undeferved’y be look’d upon as the caufe 
of this defeat. Alexander loll in tliis battle but few 
in number, but they were the boldefl: and belt of 
his men. Of the foot only thirty were kill’d, and 
. frventy of the horle. That all might therefore be 
fcnfible, that they were fure of a reward from him 
in cither fortune, he enrich’d the furvivors with the 
fpoils of the Perfians, and magniiiccutly interr’d the 
bodies of the dead, with their arms, and other or¬ 
naments ; granting at the fame time to their pa¬ 
rents and children, an exemption of all offices. The 
wounded were alio particularly taken care of; for 
the king going about their tents, vilited then) one 

ii r, by 
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by one, and exprefs’d thereby his concern even for 
the meancit foldier, comforting them in their mil- 
fortune, either by his bounty, commendations, or 
promifes. This ccndefccnding carriage fo endear'd 
him to them, that they were ready on all occafions 
to encounter the greateft dangers for his fake, nidi 
the utmoit conftancy and fidelity ; none being un¬ 
willing to lay down their lives for him, who neither 
fufFcr'd them to live in want, nor to die without 
marks of honour. But he in a fpecial manner dif- 
tinguiflfd the five and twenty of the band of l:is 
friends, who fighting in a disadvantageous ground, 
were at the firJl onfet opprefs'd by a multitude of 
the Perfians. For he commanded J.yfippus (who 
alone on the account of his wonderful art, had the 

‘1 his ilatue in brail-) to rep relent ever,- 
a flattie on horfeback, which were 
, town of Macedonia, and were a;- 
: the fall of that empire, tranflatcd l\ 
dlornc by MuJius. The chiefell glory of this \ i- 
lory was due to the king himfeif, who drew up the 
army with all the thill imaginable, and having <•!>• 
fervid the v.mlic of the ground, he led them lino 1 
the river in an oblique order, that they might net 
be attack'd by the Perfians, immediately on their 
getting out cl the water ; then, when they wen: jv: 
m diiorder, and fomewhat terrify'd, he amnmvJ 
them by Lis exhortations, and prevailed with lima 
at lcatl to make one vigorous attack more ; this v.n. 
not all, for he fought gallantly in his own pu*- 
fon, killing fevcral with his lance, others with i ^ 
("word, infomuch th.at thofe that he cncouncfd > 
himfelf, were the fail t! .u (led. His conduct hi.v 
wile, though it had aa appearance of temerity 
jaftmefc, yet it was g« minded upon renfon ; to: : 

bis army was to engage with a i,tw cm my, n;-- 

* 
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fuperior to it in number, lit? had a mind to nr it. it 
alia with defpnir, that obferving their retreat to be 
cut olF by the river, rlwy might place all their hopes 
of fafcty in vie tore. The Tneffalianr, in whom the 
main flrcngth of h ; s cavalry confuted, fignalizM 
theiiifel'/cs on this occnhon ; nor were the roll want* 
inn- in their dut\, Gpeciallv the horfc; for it was 

C) - j r 

the horfe that chicily did the work, t)ic enemies 
foot making but little refinance, and foon giving 
way. Moreover, lie* ga\;• orders that the moil con- 
f durable of the Peru am. fiould be decently buried., 
as alio the mercenary Greeks that fenkt the enemy ; 
lint tliofe of them if:.' were taken alive, he cuukd 
to be distributed am on ? die prifora, in Macedonia, 

o - 

bemud*, the.: or trarv ;o tin i-wieral decree of all 
Greece, the*'ha i ft ’ v Y. :k< IG rh a: iur;s aeuinf: their 
own coumry. However, he cufmhkd the Thcbar.:, 
in confdcjation riiat their loan b-.m:* rr./fd, and their 
lands taken porn men, they Genfd to be neceih- 
tated to what time did: be fide ?, the many calami¬ 
ties they had fjRained, had i.: a manner glutted even 
revenge, and male room, lor pity. After this, he 
chofe three hundred bucklers out of the fpoils. of 
the enemy, and fen: them to Athens to be Lung up. 
in the temple of Minerva, with rids pompous in- 
iVription, 4 * Alexander the fun of Philip, and the 
rc!l of the Greeks, excepting the Lacedemonians., 
dedicate theic fpoils, taken from the Barbarians 
“ who inhabit A had ’ lie did this with this view, 
that by making tlie Greeks partake of tlic glory 
and praife of the victory, they might the more rea¬ 
dily comply for the future with the other nccelli- 
tks of the war; at the fame time he upbraided the 
i a.'cd.vinonian*: contumacious temper, who aiding by 
a icpaiate intuefl, liad cut thvmlclvcs off* from the 
main body of die Glocks; and by that deportment 

L 3 Juid. 
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I♦ aci depriv'd themfelves of their (hare in fo great an 
hn:ici:». Neither was he unmindful of his mother; 
if;r whom he had always a true filial duty and vent- 
’ at ion ; for he fent her the plate, the purple, and the 
other val iable fpoils of dial nature, referving only a 
few for his own ufe. 



CHAP. VI. 

A FTER tliis battle, Alexander repair’d again to 
Troy, and return’d thanks to the goddefs, 
who had, upon his undertaking fo dangerous a wai, 
furnifh’d him with arms, and encourag’d him with 
profperous prefages of the event. For when he went 
thither firft, immediately after his pafling the Hel¬ 
lespont, (as we before took notice) he faw an equef- 
triaiiftatue lying on the ground, juft oppofite to the 
temple of Minerva, which reprefented Ariobarfanes, 
who had formerly been governor of Phrygia. Upon 
the fight hereof, Ariftander promis’d Alexander a 
glorious vidory in fome horfe engagement; more 
cfpecially if the adlion happen’d not far from Phry¬ 
gia ; and alfo that he fhould with his own hand flay 
the general of the enemy. Accordingly the event 
made good the prediction ; for Spithridates being 
kill’d by the king’s fword, fulfill’d the prophecy, 
ilc therefore not only made rich prefents to the 
temple, but gave tlie title of dry to Troy, that 
before hardly exceeded in compafs a moderate vil¬ 
lage ; and that it might with credit bear that honour, 
he appointed proper perfons to reflorc and enlarge it, 

bellowing 
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bellowing on it at the fame time, all manner of 
immunities. And betaufe he obferv’d that the tem¬ 
ple of the goddels was too fmall, for the great con- 
courfe of people that reforted thither out of a reli¬ 
gious motive, and that it was decay’d; he had re- 
jolv’d hereafter to build a magnificent one in the 
room thereof But thefc, as well as a great many- 
other noble defigns, were prevented by his fate, his. 
fucceflbrs neglecting to put them in execution. By* 
this victory, the king laid open to himfelf all that 
part of Alia that is on this fide mount Taurus and 
the Euphrates, the inhabitants being aftonifh’d at the 
unexpected overthrow : For having not only • loft 
their troops, but their generals too in the battle, 
they had now no hopes left, but in the king’s cle¬ 
mency ; in the obtaining of which, they endeavour’d 
to prevent one another, by a fpeedy furrender of 
themfelves to his mercy. Arfites had, by laying 
violent hands on himfelf, render’d Phrygia defence - 
Ids ; Alexander therefore conftitutcd Cal las (who was 
general of the Theflalians) governor of that coun¬ 
try. There came feveral embafiies likewife from 
the mountainous parts, to furrender themfelves and 
all they had to Alexander, who having taken them 
into his protection, fent them home. He a!fo for¬ 
gave the Zeliti, becaufe he knew they had been com- 
pcll’d by the Perfuns, to ferve again ft him. He im¬ 
pos’d the fame tribute on them all, that they had 
us’d to pay to Darius; obferving the fume method 
v.ith reference to all the other provinces of Afia he 
afterwards reduc’d. Alexander was fenfiblc, that all 
foreign government is odious and fubjeft to envy,, 
notuiililUmding ic be adminiftcred with more lenity 
and miklneft than the doincilick ; but if the former 
burdens of the fubjaft are increas’d by die addition 
*>£ new ones, it is then look’d upon as altogether 
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intolerable ; wherefore, when a certain perfon tefi 
him, that he might draw much greater tributes and 
re vermes from io large an empire, he anfwtru'. 
That he hated even a gardener, that pull’d the;- 
plants up by the roots, which he ought only 
crop.” 
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of the town, when Mithreres (to whom Darius led 
committed the care of the citadel of Sardis) with iu 
chief cf tire Sardinian nobility, came and furrtr- 
der’d to him the citadel, with the money that v.a: 
depefltcc! there. Having gracioufly receiv’d then', 
1\6 advanc’d to the river Hermus, that is abort 
twenty furlong diftant from the town ; having ; here 
pitch’d his camp, he fent Amyntas, An 2 ronicnc‘ < 
fon, to take pofleflion of the citadel. It is fifuarcu 
on the top of a very high hill, and every way oi 
difficult accefs; fo that it might have been main¬ 
tain’d n&ainft any force whatever, even without the 
help of its wall, that had alio a triple ram pa: t 
Having therefore applauded his fuccefs upon the Hr 
render of fo important a place, which by rcafon i: 
its llrcu^h might have held out a long fiege, rrc 
io retarded the execution of his other great defign 
he refolvrd to build a temple there, in honour » 
Jupiter Olympius; and as he was diligently looking 
about, to find out what place would be molt prope 
for fuch a ftruftufe, there arofe on a fudden a furioir 

Oo nn 
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ftorw, which pour’d down a great quantity of rain 
on part of the citadel, where formerly the palace 
of the Lydian kings had flood. Believing therefore, 
that the gods thereby pointed out what place they 
had dertin’d for that purpofe, he order’d the temple 
to be built there. Then he made Paufanias, who 
was one of the band of lus friends, governor of the 
citadel, aligning to him the auxiliaries of the Ar- 
gives. The other troops of his allies he allotted to 
Galas and Alexander the fon of TEropreus, giving 
diem Mcmnon’s government. He appointed, at the 
fame time,' Nicias to collect the tributes and im¬ 
ports. A dander, Philotas’s fon, had tiie govern¬ 
ment of Lvdia, with the fame bounds and limit a- 

* 

(ions Spithridates had held it before. He granted 
to the Lydians tie privilege of living according to 
their own laws ; and becaafe he underllood the Sar¬ 
dians were very much devoted to Diana, whom they 
cal) Coloene, he gave her temple the privilege of an 
afyhim. He did great honours to Mithrenes, that 
by his example others might be encourag’d to re- 
\n\t ; and irt pvocefs of time, he bellowed on him 
the government of Armenia. In this citadel, he 
found an account of what money had been diihi- 
buted by Darius’s generals, to bring about a war 
upon Macedon, from the Greeks : It appear’d alfo, 
that Dcmofthenes had received valt fums for this 
purpofe, fomc of whole letters were there to be feen. 
Am by rep.fon he had made a peace, and concluded 
all matters with the Athenians, he did not think it 


proper to complain public kly of tJiefo proceedings ; 
however, he thought it netefk.ry to be the mote 
careful to keep the Athenians in their duty, and to 
prevent their being prevail'd upon by this man's 
wonderful eloquence, iince their definT.on would go 
near to draw along with it that of ail Greece, fie 

M c; lud 
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had no body in greater efteem than Phocion, whofe 
integrity and innocency, together with his conftant 
adherence to virtue, render’d poverty itfelf honour¬ 
able. He valued him at firft for the ufe he made 
of him ; but being afterwards on feveral occafions 
convinc’d of his magnanimity, he honoured him out 
of admiration of his virtue ; infomuch that, when 
(after Darius’s overthrow) he was grown fo haughty, 
as to think it beneath him to honour any one he writ 
to with the common form of falutation, he referv’d 
that mighty favour for Antipater and Phocion only. 
It is certain the king feat him a hundred talents at 
one time, and gave him the choice of four no in- 
confiderable towns in Aha, viz. Cius, Elcea, Mylaf- 
fa, and Gergctho ; feme put Patara inflciid of the 
hill; but he refjfed all thofe offers ; yet loll he iliould 
feem to flight the friendftiip of fo great a king, he 
defir’d that Echeratidcs die fophiil, Athenodorus the 
Imbrian, with Demaratus, and Spartan, Rhodian-, 
whoweic prifoners in the cafttc of Sardis, might be 
fet at -liberty. But thefe tranfadlions run into a later 
date. k 

After this, he march’d to Ephcfus, which the ga- 
riion hal quitted, (being inform’d of the defeat ot 
the Feilums) going oft’ in two Ephefian gallics; 
among the reft was Amyntas, Antiochus's ion, who 
had fled from Macedonia, without any other provo¬ 
cation, than that he was afraid of the king, whom 
he mortally hated, making a judgment of his- difpo- 
fition from Ins own. Alexander enter’d into Ephcfus 
the fourth day after he left Sardis: Here he recall\t 
thofe that were banifil’d in the time of the oligar¬ 
chy, and reflor’d the government to the people. The 
people having now obtain’d their long-wifh’d-for li¬ 
berty, de fired that t hnfc who had cal lei I in Menmon. 
and thofe who lui plundered the ten)pie of Diana, 
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and had caft down Philip’s ftatue that flood there, or 
had dug up Heropythus’s monument that was plac’d 
in the forum, as to the deliverer of the city, might 
nil fuffer the punifhment they deferved. Of thefe 
therefore Pelagon, with his brother Syrphaces, and 
his coufins, were dragg’d out of the temple, into 
which they had fled i'or piote&ion, and llon’d to 
death. All things tended to blood and confuflon, 
when Alexander putting a flop to the outrageous li- 
ccnfc of the rabble, forbad making any farther in¬ 
quiry into thofe matters, or molelling any one on 
that account. Thus the chiefeft and belt citizens 
were lav'd, who would otherwifc, on the fcore of 


-heir dignity or riches, under the pretext of real or 
fictitious crimes, have been expofed to the hatred 
’ii;d aval ice of the enraged multitude. While thefe 
tamers were doine, the Mavneflans and Traliians fent 

u O' c 

ambalfadors to him to notify their fubmiffion to his 
will and pleasure ; he therefore fe|K Parmenio thi¬ 
ther with live thoufand foot and two hundred horfes 
he lent Alcimalus with the fame number, to the 
/holick and Ionian cities, within the Perfian jurif- 
diclion ; giving orders to both to abolifh the oligar-' 
dues, and to eftablilh every where a popular flatc ; 
for he had found by experience, that the people were 
'veil inclin’d to him, which had been the caufe of the 
Barbarians reltraining them by the government of 
tyrants. 

While Alexander flay’d at Ephcfus, he frequently 
went to Apelles’s Ihop to divert nimielf after the fa¬ 
tigues of bufinefs, who was the only per foil he would 
allow to draw his picture, and was fo high in his fa¬ 
vour, that he bellow’d on him the belt belcv’d of 
his concubines, bccaofe he found Apelles was deeply 
in love with her. Her name was l'ancafla, flic was 
bom at Larifla, a conflderablc town in Thclialy; 

£ o jfis\ 
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and the king lov'd her tenderly, as well for her ex- 
cjuiiite beauty, as becaufe fhe was the fir ft he took a 
fancy for in his youthful days. This aftion was very 
iuitable to Alexander’s grcatnefs of foul. But I do 
not give credit to the report, that Apelles by a 
jfhrewd repartee filenc’d Alexander, who let his 
tongue run very fail, but unlkilfully, concerning 
many things in his art; for this is not agreeable to 
the veneration that is due to the majefty of fo mighty 
a king, nor to the modefty of the painter, who 
neither wanted parts, or the addrefs of a man oi 
fetters. Bcfidcs, as Alexander from his tender years 
had been converfant with rhe liberal fcicnces, it is to 
be fuppos’d he could make a proper judgment, even 
in thofe arts he was not thoroughly vers’d in. What 
others fay, feems more probable, that it was one of 
the Ephcfian Diana’s priefts, generally call’d Mega¬ 
bit, that was fo reprov’d by Apelles, who told him. 
** That while he held his tongue, his ornaments of 
4t gold and purple rendered him venerable to the 
-i ignorant; but when he pretended to fpcak con- 
** cerning things he knew nothing of, he became 
4i ridiculous even to the boys that grind the co- 

4i Jours.” It was in this city that Hci oft rat us burnt 

% * 

the fo much celebrated temple, as we before cb- 
ierved. 

The Ephcfmns were now very intent on the re¬ 
building that curious ftrueturc, Iparii g no exp.nee ui 
fhe woik. Alexander therefore, to aihft their vxvl 
•ordain’d, that the fubfidica which they us’d to pay 
before 10 the Pcdians* fhould for the futme U pud 
to Diana; and confirm'd to it the piivilege of an 
afylum, which he underflood had formerly been pn - 
ferv’d to it, both by Bacchus and .Hercules, and en¬ 
larg’d its bounds, allowing them to reach every way 
to the c-Ucnt of a. furlong. Some time after, wl.m 
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he had fettled all things in Afia, he writ to the Ephe- 
iians, “ That he would rcimburfe all the charges 
“ they had been at in the reiloring that edifice; and 
i( moreover, would fupply whatever fhoulcl hereafter 
“ be wanting, provided his name were infcrib’cl oil 
li the new building : ” Bat the Ephcfians excus'd 
theinfelvos from granting that; and becaufe it was 
of dangerous coniequence to refufe Alexander any 
thing lie requir'd, their ambaffador had recourfe to 
flattery, which he knew had a mighty influence over 
him, and told him, “ That it was an affront to his 
41 high dignity, to ccn(berate any thing to tlic gods, 
“ fince lit* was himfelf a y;od, that beinsr an honour 

O' ^ 

“ paid by men to the deity, as to a fuperior nature 
jo yreat was the contention for cdory betwixt this 

t' ej / 

monarch and one tingle city. However, the Kobe- 

O 7 I 

flans gain’d their point, chining rather to go without 
fo vail a Turn, than to yield to the king, the inferip- 
tion of the new temple. Now how great their ex¬ 
igences were in this work, mnv he gueis’d fiom the 
price of one tingle picture they hung up in it, which 
coif them twenty talents of gold : It repreTented 
Alexander with a thanucr-bolt in his hand ; Apelles 
had drawn this piece after fo inimitable a manner, 
that he made ufe of but four colours, which height- 
cued the admiration of all who had any tafle or judg¬ 
ment in that art. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 


A 


BOUT this time the Smyrnacans had the feat 

m 

_where they had formerly flouriftTd, redor’d to 

them, after they had for the fpacc of four hundred 
years liv’d feat ter’d up and down in -hinges, upon 
the Lydians having deftroy’d the •*. **.t Smyrna, 
The king rebuilt it about twenty fur!or,ciifrant from 
the place where the town had flood, being adiaonilhM 
in a dream to do fo. Alexander us’d (when his af¬ 
fairs of moment would permit) to divert himfclf in 
hunting ; one time particular h having fatigu’d him- 
ielf with that cxerciic, he fell afieep on a mountain 
call’d Pagus ; while he was taking hh> red, he fancied 
he heard the Ncniefis (who had a temple liard by) 
command him to build a city in that \ try place, and 
people it with the Smyrn;eans. Tnis dream was af¬ 
terwards confirm’d by the Oracle of Apollo (Janus, 
which promis’d the Smyrmeam, that their removal 
would redound to their advantage : hereupon the 

foundations of the new town are laid by the king’s 

* . *• 

orders, but Antigenus had the glory of hnifhing it, 
Alexander having fnme time aitci commuted to him 
the government of Lycii.?, bhngia, and the neigh¬ 
bouring countries. 

The Chr/.otiicnii inhabit that part of the gulph of 
Smyrna that is narrowdi, and joins to the continent ; 
tlie lands that run into the Va, for the fpau* of lixty 
furlongs, mill ing a kind of pen in fu la. 'J’cos (lands 
on that fide of the ill limits wink h is* oppofitr to the 

Clammcnii, and hbytlmc is innate in the uunoll point 

of 
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of the peninfula, which was even then famous for its 
prophetefies : hard by this town is the high mountain 
Mimas, over-againfl the ifle of Cliio, and looks into 
the fea; then falling with a gentle declivity, not far 
from the ftraits of the Clazomenii, it terminates in 
plains. Alexander having view’d the nature of the 
place, refolv’d to cut thro' that narrow neck of land, 
and divide it from the continent, that fo he might 
eu com pa Is Erythrac and Mimas with the fea, and 
unite the upper and lower gulph. It is obferv’d, 
that this u as the only thing in which he was difhp- 
pointed, fortune labouring, as it were, to accomplifh 
all his other undertakings. This difappointment 
caus’d a fort of religious refledion, “ ns if it were 
“ not lawful for mortals to change the face of na-r 
“ tare/" especially after others who had made the 
fame attempt ; however, he join’d Clazomemt to 
the continent by a bank of two furlongs, the Cla- 
zomcnii having iierctofoic made an ifland of it, out 
of fear of the-Ptrfians : but thefe works were com- 
fitted Co the care of the governors. As for him- 
felf, laving been very magnificent in his facrificcs at 
kpliefus, he made a general exvtcifc of all the troops 
that were with him, in honour of the goddefs, and 
march’d the next day to Miletus, taking with him. 
all the foot, the Thracian horfe, and four troops of 
thole lie call’d his friends, the royal being one of 
that. For ilegdiflrates, who commanded the ga- 
had gi.cn him hopes in a letter, that he was 
re;.Uy to furrcmler to him ; bu> uudcrilanding afttr- 
wards that tlx IVrt’au f..** w as ac hand, he alter’d 
hf,s mind, and wa: for pivfning the place to Da- 
m.'-, for lie w:i i'd uiJtiier arm., nor provilions, nor 
any ocher neceda- ies aup.hhc to endure a long liege; 
befidca, his [yitk'm u.e, numerous, Memnon having 

reinforc’d it, (when lie lied thither after the battle) 

\v ith 

i 
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with a confiderable body of troops he had with him. 
Alexander therefore coming fuddenly upon them v. hb 
his incens’d army, he, at his very firit arrival, pub 
fefs’d himfelf of the outward town, as they call i:, 
for the townfmen and foldiers (that the llrength of 
the place might not be too much fcatter'd) had re¬ 
tir'd into the inner town, refolving there to wait f • 
the face our of their friends; who, as they were* in¬ 
form’d, were not far off. But thefe hopes were fiv- 
iirated by the fcafonable arrival of the Macedonia! 
Beet, under the command of Nicanor, who ha.i 


taken poiTeilion- of the ifland Lade, tliat lies abov 

Miletus; and, upon information tliat the cnemd' 

Beet lav nr anchor under tile mountain Mycale, £.!!- 

# ♦ 

mg into the Milelian harbour, lie cut off all hop.- 
of fuccour from the Pcriians to the bufieg’d. IM: 
ther did the Barbarians offer to oppofc him, notwith- 
ilanding they were fo much feperior to him in ntur- 
ber of ihips, for they luad near four hundred U.L 
whereas Niianor had not above one hundred an-.; 


fixty. 

Whilc rhefe things were doing, Glaucippus, tic 
molt con filterable man of the town, was fait m 
Alexander, to defire that ihe town and harbour inir'ii 
be in common to the Pcrfnns and Macedonians; but 
he return’d with this melancholy aniwer, ** That he 
Ai did not come into Aha to receive what otlun 


i i 


< ( 


*1 


would bellow on him, bat that every body fhoai.. 

“ be contented with wh.it he fpard them ; that they 

ought to know it was their dut) to nftgn all tin.:. 

fortunes to the ir fuperior, or be teady tlic iwm 

morning to decide the matter by the (word.” b.! 

tiie townlmcn re idl’d the frit (hock of the eneim 

6 

with a great (lea of gallantry, killing nmongfl tlie 
red, the two Tons of 1 Idlenica, wlio was Alcxandn n 
ntirle, ai^cl filler to L'lit us, who had with fo imui. 

bra u • t 
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bravery fav’d the king’s life. Hereupon the Mace¬ 
donians being inrag’d with grief and anger, and ha¬ 
ving planted their machines, they foon made a con¬ 
i'-hrablc breach in riie wail, and were jull ready to 
jform the town, when rlie befieged perceiving the 
enemies gallics in the port, were feiz’d with a frefn 
terror, and fomc of them betook themfelves to the 
oppofue little ifland for fafety upon their buckler***, 
o*iicrs rot into little hoat'o and endeavour’d to imi- 
rate them, but were taken, by the enemies fhips at 
t!.e very month of the harbour. Alexander having 
thus made himfelf maker of the town, dlfpatch’d (hips 
after thofc who had gain'd the ifland, providing them 
with ladders, whereby the fohhVrs might overcome 
the difficult afeent of the coall, as if they were fording 
the walls of a city. But cbferving the Greeks that 
were in the enemies pay, (who did not in all exceed 
three hundred men) ready to undergo the 1 a ft extre¬ 
mities, he took companion of them on account of 
their bravery; and feeing them fo coni hint to thofc 
that hir'd them, as to venture peri filing for their fide¬ 
lity, he pardon’d them, and took them into his fer- 
vice. 

As for thofe Barbarians he found in the town, he 
made them all Haves ; granting at the fame time to the 
furviving Milcfians, their liberty, in coniideration of 
the ancient glory of their city : for Miletus was once 
lo rich and powerful, ns to have no lefs than feventy 
colonies in the neighbouring lens; moreover, it was 
celebrated on the fcore of leveral of its valiant citi- 
/en 1 *, who had in the facred cojnluls olu-n won the 
pri/.e, and thereby advanc’d the rlory of their toun- 

• u * 

ttv For thefe kind of vitNorirN weje Piecoidin'r (,.> 

1 ♦ • v • 1 
the pradice of the Greeks) cl 1 coin'd the greMtcll or 

'laments of virtue. '1 'his made Alexander, when he 

Wield the great number of Jinnies that wcie ended 

on 
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oji this account, ridicule the cuflom with a biting re¬ 
proach ; for he afk’d them, “ Where were the ftror.- 
4< arms of thofe men, when they receiv’d the Per hup 
“ yoke?” For, as he was a gallant man, and judg’d 
of all tilings that were fubfervient to war, he thought 
it a fhameful thing to wafte that ftrength that ought 
to be employ’d only in battles of moment, in the 
fruulefs diverfion of the rabble, out of a vain and 
unprofitable oflentation. In the mean time the fol 
diers who had enter’d the town by mere force, pilla¬ 
ged every thing before them, and were come to the 
temple of Ceres; and as fome of them broke into it, 
with a dcfigii to plunder it, a fudden fire that came 
from the inner parts, ftruck the facrilegious wretches 
blind. Here Alexander found fome monuments of Ids 
progenitors, and particularly a fountain, whefe watei., 
tailed at the fpring-head, were fait, and yet were 
frefh when they ran into fir earns. The Milefians call 
it Achilies’6 fountain ; and it is rumour’d, that that 
hero bath’d himfelf near it, after he had vanquiiVd 
Strambelus, Telamon’s fon, who was bringing fuc- 
cour to the Lelbians. The Milefians had with them 
alfo die oracle of Apollo Didymeus, much celebrated 
for its riches and fame. Seleucus (who was very 
powerful after Alexander) then confultcd it, about his 
return to Macedon, and receiv’d for anfwcr, “ That 
u bidding adieu to^Europe, he (hould embrace Afm.” 

There was another thing that awaken'd the king’s 
attention, whofc curious genius was greedy of know¬ 
ledge, and was wondermlly delighted with novelty ; 
he was told, that a youth of Jafius, that is iv't he 
diflant from Miletus, was bclov’d by a dolphin, a: .1 
that the iilh knew his voice fo well, that whenever M 
call’d upon it, and would be carry’d on its back, it 
readily receiv’d him; whereupon the king inferring, 
that he was in Neptune’s favour, made him hh hip:i- 
prieft. C H A l\ 
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CHAP. VIII. 

A LEXANDER after this manner made himfelf 
mailer of Miletus; and as the numerous fleet 
of Barbarians kept flili hovering thereabouts, and 
out of confidence in their multitude, and luperiority 
of /kill in maritime affairs provok’d the enemy to 
battle, frequently presenting itfelf before the port 
where the king's fhips rid; he font Phiiotas with the 
horfc, and three regiments of foot to mount Mycale, 
near which the Perfian fleet lay at anchor ; giving 
him orders to repel the enemy, if they oirer’d to 
land, either to take in frefh water or wood, or any 
other neceffaries. This reduc'd the Barbarians to the 
greateft ftraits, and kept them, as it were, confin’d 
in their port, without being fuffer’d to land, or ac¬ 
commodate themfelves with thofe ncceflarics they 
wanted. Hereupon they call’d a council, and fleer'd 
towards Samos, where having taken in provifion, they 
came back again to Miletus, and prefented themfelves 
before the harbour in order of battle. Ju the mean 
time five of the Pcrfian fhips perceiving feveral of 
the enemy’s fleet in a certain port between the little 
iflantl we before mention’d, and the road where the 


(Macedonian fleet lay; made all the fail they could 
dm her, imagining they fhould find them in a manner 
immamfd, and confcqucr.tlv antafy prize; for they 
conjectur'd, that the major part of lheir men were 
tiL’n up in many other time lent employments. Bui 
the king immediately putting thofe tlmt were prelim 
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to go 


on board ten gallies, commanded them 
“ meet the enemy. - ” Who being terrify’d both h\ 
the number of flops, and the un expected refs of ;hc 
tiling, (finding t him Pelves attack'd by thofe t! tv 
thought to hii\c furpriz’d) made off as fa ft :v tin • 
could; however, one of their (hips that was maruk! 
with j a Ilians, was taken, tne red being fwife finhc 
regain’d theit feet ; Thus the barbarians were fore ■ ■ 

k_ • 

to leave Miletus without erfeftwg any of the thim-. 

o t « b 

thev intended. Alexander confidering now that H-, 

J o 

flee: was inferior to that of the enemy, and would ; c 
of no great it *c to Jiim for the future, and be finks 
that it was a great change to him, refolvVi to difiui •• 
it, retaining or.lv a few fhmr with him to tranfr'\ , r 

4 •* _ _ i 

the machines and engines ncceifary in ficeu ; hut 

O r 

Parra cnio WuS or a different (million, and ad\ h\! 
king to hazard a fea engagement, “ fince, if ti-e 
“ Macedonians were victorious, many advantage 
would arrive therefrom ; and if they were beater, 
“ they would dofe nothing, fince the Pcrfians ware 
“ even now matters at fea, and it would be no very 
“ difficult tafk for thofe that were ftrongefl at land 
“ to defend their coatts.” That his advice might 
the fooner prevail, he offer’d “ to execute it him- 
“ fe!f, and to go aboard the fleet, and to expose 
“ himfclf to an)- danger that the king fhould thnk 
u fit.” Moreover, his opinion was back’d by lucky 
prefages ; for feme days before an eagle was leen to 

1 lowevcr, 

Alexander reply’d, “ That his opinion was il! ground- 

i 


il 


•• w 9 

red on the fhore behind the king’s flee:. 


eu, when lie flatter’d himfclf that fo fm:*!l 


a 


1C 

u was able to encounter with fo great a multi:..k 
u of enemies, and that it was not adviu able to t 

U 
il 


poll* raw and imcxperieuc’d men to wilful row*.! 
and expert fail or*.; that tho’ licdkl not diilruft 
“ bravery of ills fubjeds, yet in feaTights he w. 

“ fiei'ifid 
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t{ fcnfible, that was but of little moment towards 
obtaining the victory. That thole actions were 
•' liable to many dangers from the waves and the 
•' winds, both which were, by the experience of the 
pilots and rowers, either declin’d or turn’d to an 
* advantage : That a great deal depended even on 
the very building of the ihips; That the Mace¬ 
donians would in vain uie their bravcil endeavours 
fn:e it would be in the power of the Barbarian-, 
either to bailie ilvm, or, it an accident happen'd, 
totn’V to lirllroy them; which uas a thing of the 

km con,f: qucn.ee, as affairs Hood, fmcc 
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oi'ti:e war he ihouiu rco\:ve to great an 
urcr.r-iow : 'That tin: ecneralitv of men were ns- 






t’irad)' of illch ternp.-rs, as to expect ti.e event of 
tilings to be anfwerabie to the pre-con e; v\\ hopes 
or tears from die rind ibeedics; and that we may 
not doubt of the truth hereof, with reipt-ct to.\id, 
who will infuio nse that the Greeks themlldvci will 
c< remain in their duty, if they find o.:- fek'cry a; J 
“ iucccU once forfikc m, which, ro fpeak the rrutu, 
<f i.all they admire and veneiate in m: I mail con- 
“ fcls, 1 look upon it to relate :o suv fortune’, that 
“ an eagle was Icon behind mv -icer, and i take :t 

O ^ 9 

l< as an omen of profperky. i>ut tium !he anvjiry 
“ leems plainly to indicate, that v*.c tiiaf ovcko/iv 
the enemy’s licet bv land; for the e.i;:!e that pro- 

. » y O I 

luges the vtcloiy, did nor red upon our ihip-, bur 
‘‘ on uie /llore, audio does not more canrefslv point 
at the event than at tin* place of action. 1‘lm is 
‘‘ certain, that it’ a; we have begun, \\v coiumne to 
l * p-diefs ouilclvc'j ol tl'.c maritime tow n-\ die P; r- 
nan fleet will wade of itf-if for i: will neither )i..\c 
neruG, p:m iiio'is, nor harbour..; and il tin le ;re 
jcmovM, tiic ‘.tcuku - Liu ir arena:h h, at lea, the 
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“ fooner they will be undone. By this means we 
ei fhall make good the prophecy that was engravM 
“ on the copper plate tint was (as we are inform’d) 
“ call up by a fountain in Lycia, and fignify’d that 
“ the Perfian empire was haftening to its period.” 
Having therefore difcharg’d his fleet, he left Pontus 
and its adjacent countries to his governors to fubdue, 
and purfuing his intended defigns he advanc’d towards 
Curia; for he was told, “ a great number of the 
<c enemy had reforted thither.” Indeed Halicarnnf- 
fus, which was ftrong by its fituation, and was befldes 
provided with two citadels, gave fomc hopes that the 
Macedonian, who like a torrent bore down all before 
Jiiin, might be ftopt there, as by a ftrong bank. 
There v\as great hopes alfo in Memnon, who wa v 
with the utmoft diligence, making all the ncceflaiy 
preparations for maintaining a long liege, for he had 
j.ifi-ly been made admiral by Darius, and governor of 
all the maritime coafts; and as he was a man of great 
fubtilty, and an obferver of the turns and favourable 
occafions of times, fo he was very fenlible that hi 
exceeded all the Perfian generals in the war; notwit h- 
ilanding which, he was not rewarded according to h:. 
merit, for this rcafon only, that as he was a Greek 
by ext ration, and had formerly been well receiv’d in 
the Macedonian court, there was fome room to fiifpect 
him of treachery ; he therefore fent his wife and chil¬ 
dren to Darius, as if he were folicitous for their fife- 
ty, but in truth by thole pledges to convince the king 
of his fidelity. However, Alexander having enter'd 
Caria, had, in a little time, made himlclf mailer ol 
all the places between Miletus and Ilalicaniaffus, moll 
of them being inhabited by Greek colonies, to whom 
it was his cuilom to reltorc their liberty, and the pri¬ 
vilege of living after their own laws, alluring them, 

•* he came into A fa to deliver them from oppreflion." 
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Not long after he infxnuated himfelf into die favour 
of the Barbarians, by his courteous behaviour to Ada, 
a woman of royal blood ; who being inform’d of his 
march into thofe parts, repair’d to him and implor'd 
his protection, defiring him to re-eftablifh her in her 
kingdom; for Hecatomnus, king of Caria, had three 
ions and two daughters; Maufolus, the eldeil, mar¬ 
ry kl Aitcmifia; and Ada, the youngefl daughter, had 
marry’d his brother Hidricus. Maufolus being dead, 
was fucceedcd by his filler and wife, according to die 
cudom of the country, which allows thofe that are 
born of the fame parents to be join'd both in marriage 
and dominion; but Artemifia dying with grief for her 
deceas'd hufband, Hidricus enjoy'd the crown, and 
dying without iflue, left the lame to Ada ; but Pexo- 
darus, who was the only one left of Hccatomnus's 
fons, drove her out of the kingdom; and altho’ he 
alio was dead, fhe remain'd itill depriv'd of her right, 
bccaufc Pexodarus had marry’d his daughter to Oron- 
tobates, a nobleman of Pcriia, that lie might by his 
wealth and interdt be protected in his new ufurpa- 
tion ; fo that his father-in-law being dead, he held 
the kingdom in right of hi', wife. Ada having there¬ 
fore made her condition known to Alexander, and 
fm rend ring to him at the fame time the llrong caillc 
of Alimla, obtain’d from him tho approbation of her 
railing him fon, and a promile of] fpeedy aiiiiiance 
to reflore Jier to her dignity, This pmmilc he per¬ 
form'd ; for after having taken Iinlicarnaflus, lie re¬ 
duc'd all Caria to her obedience. Jn the mean time 
the rumour of this queen's courteous reception being 
fpread all over that country, procur’d Alexander tho 
•'•hellion of a great many towns; for moll of them 
were in the hands of Ada’s relations or friends >nfo- 
r| Hidi that they font ainbaluidors to him with pivfents 
°* rrowns of gold, and iulunn ;.fiurancc : . 
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they put themfelves tinder his protcdlion aAd power, 
and that they would readily obey his command. 1 ’ 
While thefe things were doing, Ada was wholly 
taken up with providing the nioft cxquifite meats for 
take, and drefs'd after die moll; curious manner, ami 
fweet-mcats of all kinds, and fent them, witli the 
cooks and confectioners, to the king, as a preferr, 
thinking to Ihew her gratitude for the favours lire Lai 
receiv’d from him, if flie entertain’d him after Lb 
Fatigues and toils, with the delicacies of the Aih.n 
luxury: But being too wife not to know, that intem¬ 
perance is of pernicious conlcquer.ce to the man tn.it 
is employ’d in furious ar.d weighty matters, he vi.;, 

civilly return’d her thanks, but told her at the i’nii.c 
# 

time, “ She had been needldsly folicitous for nun, 
c ‘ who had himfelf better cooks, with which his tiu«.-r 
“ Leonidas had formerly provided him, viz. a 
“ early in the momir-g to get him a ilomach to l,h 
dinner, and a frugal dinner to prepare him hr 
flipper.” 
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B Y fiiis time almoil all Caria had fubmitted a* 
Alexander, except Halicarnaflus, the capital els 
thereof, in which there was a ftrong garil’on ; wlan- 
lore concluding the Lege would be tedious, he ordn .1 
provifions, and all the ncceflary machines for lot- 
taring the place, to he brought from on board k 
u licet,” and went and encamp’d with the loot at tb: 
dill.nice of five far Ionics from the town. But while o- 


<< 
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men were battering the walls of the place, near it»« 
rate that leads to iVlvlafla, the beficccd made an ..r 

f * t k ^ 

expected filly i however, the Macedonians bob. A 
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themfelves with a great deal of bravery, and drove 
them back to the town with little lofs. Some few 
days after, Alexander having had hopes given him, 
that the town Myndus would, upon his appearing 
before it, be delivered up to him, he took along with 
him part of the army, and inarch’d thitrier in the 
dead time of the night. But no body offering to 
ilir, he commanded the heavy-arm’d foldiers to un¬ 
dermine the wall, for he had brought neither ladders 
nor machines along with him, by reafon he did not 
go thither with an intention to make a formal liege. 
Thefe men flung down one of the towers, and yet 
ior all that made no breach they could enter at, for 
me tower fell after fuch a manner, that the ruins 
defended the fame ground that the tower did while 
handing, and the inhabitants made a vigorous Ten¬ 
dance, and were reinforc’d by luccours from Hali- 
carnali'us, which Memnon (hearing of the danger 
they were in) had fent them. Thus the Macedo¬ 
nian’s attempt was fruflrated. Alexander being now 
relum’d to the flegc of Halicarnaffus, refolv’d flrfl 
of all to fill up a ditch about thirty cubits broad, 
aid fifteen in depth, that the enemy had made for 
the better fecurity of the place; he therefore pre- 
p ir’d three tortoifes, under the protection of which 
tiie foldiers might with fafety bring the earth, and 
what other materials were neceflary for that pnrpofe, 
and having fill’d the ditch, he order’d “ the towers, 
“ and other machines us’d in the bartering of walls, 
“ to be properly apply’d.” By thefe mean., having 
made a fuflicient breach in the wall, he endeavour’d 


to force his way into the town through it; but the 
enemy being flrong in number, was conftantly fuc- 
tet dal by frcfli men in the room of tliofe that were 
di‘M, and being be fid os encourag'd by th: pvfcuce 
of tlicir generals, omitted nothing that wa> maflary 
\oi.l. F for 
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for a vigorous defence. The day being wafted in a 
drawn fight, and Memnon imagining the enemy might 
be tir’d with the fatigue of the adtion, and fo would 
be more negligent in keeping their guards, made a 
ftrong Tally out of the town, and fet fire- to their 
works ; hereupon die Macedonians advancing to op- 
pofc them, while thefe labour’d to extinguifh the 
fames, and the others to increafe them. The Ma¬ 
cedonians, though much fuperior to their enemy in 
ftrength and courage, and their familiarity with dan¬ 
ger, yet were mightily prefs’d by the number and 
contrivance of the Perfians ; and as the fight was not 
far from the walls, they were very much gall’d from 
thence by their engines and machines, fo that the 
Macedonians receiv’d many wounds, which they had 
no opportunity of revenging. The Ihouts were great 
on both Tides, each encouraging their own men, and 
ihreatning their enemy ; befides, the groans of the 
wounded and dying, together with the darknefs of 
the night, fill’d every thing with horror and confu- 
fion, which was feili increas’d by the clamour of the 
reft of the multitude, who, while their companions 
were fighting, were intent on the repairing the da¬ 
mage the walls had fuflain’d from the (hock of the 
engines ar.d machines. At laft, the Macedonians 
puflung bravely on, drove the enemy within the 
walls, having kill’d about one hundred and feventy 
of them, and among the reft Ncoptolemus, who, 
with his brother Aiuvntas, had fled to the Pcriian:. 
Of the Macedonians there did not fall in that action 


above fifteen, but there were near three hundred 
wounded, which may be aferib'd to the night, in tie 
darknefs of which they could not decline the blow*, 
pwa-md the ran Join darts. A few days after, m 
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f •. A-.-,-, mcon'idenible in it I elf, prov’d the occah.a: 

• •' i ocuiciuion, which begun between two 
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of Perdiccas’s veterans; they were comrades, and 
had been drinking together, and among the reft of 
their difeourfe, they happen’d to enlarge on the gal¬ 
lant aftions they had each perform’d, till at lait they 
quarrelPd about the preference ; upon which one of 
them broke out in this expreffion, u Why do we 
“ fully lo glorious a contention with empty and ufe- 
“ lefs words ? The matter is not who has the belt 


“ tongue, but the ilrongeil arm, and here is a fine 
“ opportunity to decide the fame: If you are the 
man you pretend to be, follow me.” They vtere 
both heated with wine and emulation, and therefore 

• of their own accord took their arms, and advanc'd to 
that part of the wall that Hands near that fide of the 
citadel that faces My Jaffa. 

Their rafh enterprize being obferv’d by thofe of 
the town, caus’d lome of the enemy to go out a- 

• gainft them; they undauntedly Hood their ground, 
- and came to an engagement, and receiv’d thofe who 
1 tame neareft them 1'word in hand, hinging their 

darts after thofe who retreated. But their bold at- 

• tempt had not remain’d long unpuniih’d from fo 
many, who had, befides their number, the advan¬ 
tage of a riling ground j if a few of their icllow- 

• foldiers, at hril obferving the danger they were in, 
had not come to their affiftancc, and afterwards, as 
occafion requir'd more and more, the befieged doing 
the fame to fuccour their men. This made the fuc- 
;ceis various, according as each party was fu peri or 
ifjfhcr in ftrength or number, till Alexander himfelf 
Caning up with thofe that were about him, ftruck a 
tenor into the enemy, and drove them within the/; 
fwtilications, and was very near entring the :ov\i; .u 

feme time with them for the befiegai 
vhoily intent on vvluit pafs’d before u.c to*. • 
wicc of the walls was carelcfly minded . ? 
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towers were already beat down with the adjoining 
part of the wall, by the repeated violence of the 
battering rams, and the third was fo fhaken that it 
could not hand long againft the mines. But by 
reafon of the fuddennefs of the aftion, and that the 
•whole army was not drawn out, this opportunity, 
however favourable, was loll. Alexander hereupon 
defir 1 d a fufpenfion of arms, and leave to bury }»is 
dead; notwithstanding that, according to the Grech 
notion, it was yielding the victory to the enemy, yet 
he chofe rather to do it than leave the bodies of hi:, 
men unburied. But Ephialtes and Thrafibulus, Athe¬ 
nians (who were then in the Pcrlian fcrvice, and who 
had a greater regard to their averfion to the Macedo¬ 
nians than to humanity) openly declar’d, “ Thai 
fuch an indulgence ought not to be granted to fuch 
“ inveterate enemieshowever, this did not hinder 
Mcmnon from reprdenling, “ That it was altogether 
unbecoming the prafticc of the Greeks, to refine 
an enemy me privilege of burying their flain; that 
<c arms and force were to be us’d at: a in it enemies that 

^ O 

made head againil us, and that it was an envortV 
thing to infult thole whole fate had put it out A 
their power to do us either good or harm.” it b 
moil certain, that Men..ton, befides his other \itiuo, 
was remarkable for his moderation ; for he did rot 
think it at all honourable, out of a virulent preju¬ 
dice, to (lander in euemiy, and load him with in\u- 
tives; on the conir..n, he 11 rove to overcome 1 dm 

I # 

by braver}' and conduci. '1 his made him, when he 
beard one of the mercenaries fpcak with difnpect 
and pcrulancy of Alexander, flrikc him with hb pi A, 
and tell him, ,k he did not hire him to rail at Alc.\ai;- 
der, but to fight againil him.” 
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I N the mean time the bcfiegcd took all the care 
they could for their fecurity, and rais’d a brick 
wall within that which was beat down ; and inftcad 
of carrying it on in a ihrait line, they made it bend, 
inwardly after the refemblancc of the new moon. 
'This talk was foon fmifhed by the help of a great 
many hands. The next day Alexander began to hat¬ 
ter this Avail, that lie might with lefs difficulty beat 
it down while the work was yet irefh. The bcfiegcd 
took the opportunity of the Macedonians being thus 
employ’d, to make a vigorous Tally from the town, 
and fet fire to fume of the hurdles with which the 
works were covered, and one part of the timber- 
towers : But Pkilotas and Hellanicus, who had that 
dav the guard of the machine-, hinder'd the fire from 

, * c* 7 

Iprcading, and Alexander appearing fcafonably, !in:ck 
inch a terror into the minds of the enemy, that Hing¬ 
ing away their torches, and feme their arms, they 
lied back to the town with great precipitation. Thu 
advantage they had here from the filiation of the 
place, enabled them to repel the force of the enemy 
with cale, and the wall (as we before took notice) 
was built fo, that what part foever the Macedonians 
attack’d, they were not only oppos’d in front, but 
were alio fure to be Rank'd from each fide thereof. 

After this, the Perfian generals finding themfelves 
flraiten’d every day more and more, and being 
well allur'd that the Macedonian would not go off 
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tin he ]\ad made himfelf mailer of the town, held a 
council on what was necdiary to be done in the pro- 
font juncture of affairs: and Ephiakes, a perfon e* 
qually remarkable for the ftrength of his bod)', and 
the courage of liis mind, made a fpeech on the mam* 
inconvcnicncies of a tirefome liege, and argu’d aga::.} 
exporting till they were altogether weaken’d, and 
unable to refill, and of couric fall a prey, with 
the town, to the enemy;” and ad\is'd their,, 
that wluic they had yet ibme ftrength, to engage 
the enemy ch car fully, with the choicefl of tr.r 
iiir'd troops: 'I hat this his counfel, by how much 
it was more bold in appearance, was by fo much 
the more* ealy to execute ; for the enemy expettine 
nothing left than this, might becafdy furpriz’d, be* 
ing altogether tin prepar'd agninlt fuch an accident." 
Nor did Meinr.on * v.ho otherwife us'd to prefer tin 
cautious and wary counfel, to the fpecious and plain 
ilblc in appearance) oppoie Jiim ; for he confidcr'J. 
thar although no great alterations fhould happen, yet a.* 
tiure was no hopes of anyfaccour at hand, tlie i 11 ue of 
the fu'ge would be fatal, he therefore did not think 
i: improper, in fo great an extremity, to try what 
f> bin*.e a man could do, fmee he feem’d, as it 

wnr, infiv-'d to execute the boldclt undertakings. 

| •• 

i'l'hiahcs therefore having made choice of two 
thoafauci, oat of die whole body of hir’d troop', 
commanded u them to get a thoufand torches, and 
by break of day to be ready with their arms to 
receive his orders.” Alexander, as foon as cay 
appear’d, had advanc'd the machines again to the 
brick wall, and the Macedonians were intent on the::* 
bufinefs; but Ephialtcs fallying out of the town on 
a fudden, order’d one half of his men with their 
torches to fet fire to their works, and he follow’d in 
j>erfon with the other half to oppofe thofe who 
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fhould offer to hinder them in the execution of their 
defign : But Alexander being inform'd of what was 
doing, quickly drew up his army, and having 
ffrengthen’d the fuccours with chofen men, he dif- 
parch'd fome “ to put out the fire,” while he him- 
felf attack'd thofe that were with Ephialtes; and 
Ephialtes, on his part, as he was of a prodigious 
Hrength, kill'd all thofe that engag’d him hand to 
hand, ‘animating his men by his voice and looks, but 
moft by his example. The befiegers were not a lit¬ 
tle annoy'd all'o from the walls, for the befieged had 
created a tower thereon of a hundred cubits in height, 
from which (having conveniently planted their en¬ 
gines) they gall'd the enemy with javelins and Hones. 
While thefe things were doing, Memnon likewife 
with another body of troops, made another lally, 
h-om a different part of the town, whence it was 
lend expected : This caus’d fo great a confufion in 
the camp, that the king himfelf was at a Hand what 
mcafures to take. However, by his magnanimity 
and feafonable orders, he obviated all the clanger, 


nfiiftance in a very proper 
fet fire to die mad lines, 
lof<, by the Macedonians 
the reinforcement he hrixl 


and fortune came to his 
time; for they who had 
tv ere repuls'd with great 
that kept guard there, and 
1 'cnt them ; and Ptolemy, the ion of Philip, who v/aa 
captain of the king’s guards, having with him the 
regiments of Add m us and Timandcr, be tides his own, 

V ' * w 

receiv'd Memnon fo warmly, that the Macedonians 
on that tide had much the better of it, notwiih- 
ilanding they loll in the afliori Ptoleniv, Add.uua 
and Clearchus, captain of the archers, and about 
fort) private men. '1'he enemy retir’d with fo much 
precipitation and diioidcr, that in the hurry they 
broke down the narrow bridge they had laid over the 
ditch* and pufh’d thofe headlong down that were 
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upon it, of whom fomc were trod to death by their 
pwn men, and others perilh’d by the Macedonians 
darts from the higher ground. A great many that 
had efcapM this calamity were deftroy’d at the very 
gate of the town, for the inhabitants (being in the 
iitmofl confufion, and apprehending that the Macedo¬ 
nians would enter at die fame time with their own 
men) ever-haftily flint die gate, delivering up their 
friends to tiie fury of die enemy, in the meantime 
Ephiaitcs, who was no lets formidable by his hopes 
than liib dcfpair, gallantly maintain’d the fight againil 
,thc king’s troops, and iiad made the vi&ory doubi- 
iul, if die veteran Macedonians had not fcafonably 
come to the afliflance of their diftrefs’d companions, 
r ihefe veterans, tho* in the camp, were exempt from 
all duty, except in cafe of neccflity, notwithstanding 
they enjoy’d a: die fame time their falaries, and other 
premiums : and indeed they had deferv’d this honour 
by their b:a\c behaviour under former kings, and 
i ven under Alexander, as having pafs’d their whole 
life in military exercifcs. Thefe men tliereforc ob¬ 
serving their companions terrify’d, and declining the 
engagement, and looking about, as it were lor a 
place to retire to, flew to their relief under the com¬ 
mand of Atharias, and having renew’d the fight that 
began to grow languid, they forc’d the youngToldiet\ 
by repioaching thorn with their fhameful behaviour, 
to relume their courage : then making a furious att;uk 

© t O t 

all at once, and out of emulation flrivmg who ihould 
do the cmir.y moll mil chief, in a moment fortu.v 
lunhd to their fide \ Ephiaitcs, with the bravcll of 
Jus party, was flain, and the red were drove into the 
town ; a great many Macedonians enter’d it at the hum* 
time with them, and the town was near being taken by 
florin, when the king gave orders to found a retreat, 

either out of a defire to lave the place, or clfe becauic 

the 
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the day being in a manner fpent, he apprehended dan¬ 
ger from the night, and the ambafcad.es that might 
be laid for him, in the unknown parts of the city. 
This hght confum’d the chief ftrength of the befieg- 
ed, wherefore Mcmnon having deliberated with 
Orontobates (who was governor of the town) and 
the other generals, on what was proper to be done, 
caus’d the wooden tower, and the arfenals where 
their arms were kept, to be fet on fire in the dead 
time of the night, as alfo thofe houfes that were near 
the wall; which foon taking fire, and the flames from 
the tower and arfenal (being blown by the wind) 
increafing, it made a dreadful conflagration : the 
braved part of the inhabitants and foldicrs retir’d into 
a cartle built within an ifland, others got into Salma- . 
cis, another cattle, fo called from a fountain-that is 
there, of great fame ; and the generals fent the reft 
of the multitude, and all their mod valuable things, 
into the ifland of Cos. Alexander being inform’d by 
uefeiters, and his own obfervation,-*'of what pafs’d 
in the town ; altho’ it was midnight he'commanded 
the Macedonians “ to enter the place, and put all to 
“ the fword they fhould find promoting the fire, but 
“ to forbear injuring thofe who kept themfelves 
“ within their houfes.” T he next morning he took 
a view of the fortrefles the Pcrfians and hir’d troops 
had poflels’d themfelves of: finding they would re¬ 
quire a long fiegc to reduce them, and that having 
made himiclf mailer of the capital city of the coun¬ 
try, it was not worth his while to trifle away his 
time about them ; he raz’d the town, and command¬ 
ed Ptolemy, to whole care he had committed the 
country of Caria (leaving with him three thouland fo- 
reigners, and two hundred horfc, for i hat purpofe) to 
obferve thofe cattles, which were eiKompal-fd both 
with a wall and ditch. Not long after, Ptolemy Jiav- 

i’ i 
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ing join’d his forces with thofe of A&nder, governor 
of Lydia, defeated Orontobates ; and the Macedo¬ 
nians being enrag’d, and not able to endure fo tedious 
a delay, apply’d themfelves flrenuoufly to the fiegc 
of the caftles, and reduc’d them. 

But the King, whofe thoughts had already laid the 
fcherne of taking into his conquelts Phrygia, and 
the adjoining provinces, fentParmenio with the bands 
he honour’d with the title of his friends, the auxi¬ 
liary horfe, and the Theffalians commanded by 
Alexander LynceUes, to Sardis, with orders from 
thence, “ to make an irruption into Phrygia, and get 
“ from the enemy provifions and forage for the army 
tliat was coming after,” allotting him waggons for 
that ufe. Afterwards underftanding that ieveral of 
the Macedonians (who had marry’d a little before the 
expedition) impatiently defir’d the company of their 
wives ; he gave Ptolemy, Seleucus’s ion, the com¬ 
mand of them, and order'd him to conduct them 
home, that they might pafs the winter with then- 
wives. Cmnos and Meleager, two of his captains, 
went along with them on the fame account. This 
endear’d the king mightily to the foldiers, and ma-..e 
them more chearfully undergo the remote fen ice , 
for they perceived he had a coniideration for then-, 
and rcafonably Imp'd they lhould now and then 01 - 
tain leave to fee their friends. At the fame time, lie 
commanded the ofacers “ to be very diligent in k i- 
“ ling recruits during their rc/idencc in Macedonia, 
4< and at tlic beginning of the fpring, to bring him .1 ; 

many horfe and foot as they co« Id, beiides thoie 
“ they now conduced home.” Here he obfervV, 
that his army was infected with the manners aid 
cuftoms of the Afmiics. and that there was in tin: 
camp a great number of Catamites, he order il 

therefore a Uriel feorch to be made for them, and f at 

thu.i 
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them into a little ifland in the Ceramick gulf. The 
place partook of their infamy, and to perpetuate the 
memory thereof, the town was called Cin<edopolis. 
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CHAP. XI. 


“'HE S E affairs being thus tranfa&ed, Alexan¬ 
der continu’d in his firft resolution of reducing 
all the maritime coaft, and by that means render the 
enemy’s fleet ufelefs to them; and therefore having 
made himfelf mailer of the Hyparnae by the treach¬ 
ery of the hir’d troops (who furrender’d the caftle to 
him) he march’d towards Lycia. Here taking iuto 
his protection the Telmiffenfes, and having pafs’d the 
river Xanthus ; the town that bears that name, with 
Pinara and Patara, confiderable places in that coun¬ 
try, and about thirty more, fubmitted to him ; fo that 
in ring fettled things well enough for the prefent, he 
(•rocceded on to iVlylias, which is a part of the greater 
Phrygia, but the Kings of Perfia had thought fit to 
join it to Lycia. While he was here receiving the 
fealty of the inhabitants, ambaffadors came to him 
from the Phafelitre, defiring iiis friendfhin, and pre¬ 
sented him with a crown of gold, as a token of their 
.kind reception of him ; a great many towns of the 
lower Lycia did the fame. 'Flic King therefore hav¬ 
ing fen t proper peril ms to take pofleflion of the towns 
of the Phafclit.e, and tlie Lycians, in a few clays 
march’d himfelf to Phafclis. This city was then en¬ 
deavouring to reduce a Jlrong fort, that die PiJidians 
Lad rais’d within their territories, from whence they 

F 6 did 
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did the inhabitants a great deal of mifchief: but up6n 
Alexander’s arrival this fort was foon taken. He re¬ 
main’d with the Phafelitse fome days to rcfreih hini- 
felf and his army, tlic feafon of the year inviting 
him to do fo ; for it being then the middle of winter, 
the badnefs of die roads would have made his 
marches uneafy. Here having indulg'd a glafs, and 
being in a merry humour, and beholding the flattie 
that the people had erefted to Theodedles, he 
went to it, and dancing about it, flung feveral gar¬ 
lands of flowers upon it; for he had contracted a fa¬ 
miliarity with him, and receiv’d him into his favour, 
when they were both at the fame time pupils to 
Ariftotle. However, this jovial humour was foon in¬ 
terrupted by the (hocking meflage he receiv’d from 
Parnienio. This general had taken up a Perfian call'd 
Aiifmes, whom Darius had indeed lent publickly 10 
Atyzies, governor of Phrygia, but with thefe private 
inftrudlions: “ That he ihould watch an opporui- 
4 ‘ nity to fpeak in private to Alexander Lyncdus, 
“ and promife him the kingdom of Macedon, and a 
6< thoniand talents of gold, if he perform’d w hat v,a 
“ agreed between them for Lyncclles had former¬ 
ly cone over to the Perfians with Amvntas, and 

t ' 

took upon him the treafonable onice of killing the 
king. 

lie hated Alexander on feveral accounts, but particu¬ 
larly for having rut to death IJcromcnes and Arrabcus 
his brothers, for being privy to the murder of Us 
father. And notwithhanding lx* lflmfdf was p..r- 
don'd, and loaded with honours, fo to be do. l‘y 
indebted to the king ; yet his natural cruelty was 
fnch, and hi.- ambition of power fo great, that ! c 
thought nothing a crime that was inflrumental to Ifs 

p r 1 

obtaining a crown, 't he tiling beirvj; examin'd in 

C 1 * j u 

council, die king’s friends revvefented to him, “ his 

41 excefli. : 
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“ exceflive good nature, which had made him not 
u only pardon a man dete&ed in the fouled: of crimes, 
“ but heap honours upon him, even to the giving 
“ him the command of the choiceft part of the 
“ horfe. Who could he hope would be faithful to 
“ him hereafter, if parricides not only went un- 
“ punilh’d, but were received into the greated fa- 
“ vour, and had the chiefefl dignities, and mod con- 
<k fiderable employments conferr’d upon them ? That 
“ it was neccffary to redrefs in. time, tire error lie 
“ had been led into by his too great clemency ; led 
“ if Lyn cedes fiiould be fenfiblc that he was difeover- 
“ ed, he (hould dir up the inconftant temper of the 
“ Theflalians to a revolt. That tlie danger was not 
“ of a nature to be contemned, fince there could not 
“ be a greater imagin’d. Befides, that it would be 
“ no lefs than (lighting the deity’s care it'elf, who 
“ was plcafed after fo remarkable a manner, to ad- 
“ moniih him of the treacherous defigns apainft him.” 

Cj 

For the king, during the late nege of Halicarnaflus, 
being laid down in the afternoon, to refrelh himfelf 
after his fatigues and labours, a fwallow, which is 
a bird remarkable for omens, flutter’d lound about his 
head as he was afleep, making a confulerable noife, and 
fometimes pitching on this fide, fometimes on that 
fide of the bed, chattering louder than is ufual. 
But as the king was much tir’d, it did not al¬ 
together waken him : however, as it was troublcfome 

O 7 7 

to him, he bn idl’d it awav with his hand. Notwiih- 


llanding which, the bird fo far from being 
frighten’d, that it even pitch’d upon hii* head, niul 
diil not leave ofF chirping, till having thoroughly 
waken’d him, he fear’d ii (pile away. 

'Phis accident was by Ariilandcr, interpreted after 
this manner : lie (aid die king was in danger from 


one of his friends, but the uutfon would not re- 


“ main 
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“ main undifcover’d ; the nature of the bird feeming 
“ to foretel as much, for it is more familiar v ith 
“ man than any other, and at the fame time is a 
“ great chatterer.” Having duly confider’d thefe 
things, and finding Afifines’s difcovery to agree with 
the diviner’s anfwer, and moreover having been care¬ 
fully warn’d by his mother’s letter, “ to have a par- 
ticular eye upon this man,” he thought all farther 
delay might be of ill confequence, and therefore lent 
inftruftions to Parmenio, what he fhould do upon this 
occdion : for, as we took notice before, Alexander 
Lyncefles was gone along with liim into Phrygia. 
Now left by fome accident or other the king’s delign 
fhould be unfeafonably betrayed, he would not trull 
it in writing, but fent by word of mouth, by a trully 
and honourable perfon. Amphoterus, brother to 
Craterus, was pitch’d upon, who putting on a Phry¬ 
gian habit, inftead of the Macedonian, and taking 
along with him fome of the Pergenfes for his guide., 
he came in difguife to Parmenio. Hereupon Alexan¬ 
der Lynceftes is leiz’d, and notwithstanding his punilh- 
ment was for a long time put off, in confideration of 
his own and his family’s quality and intcreft, yet time 
years after, when Philotas’s accomplices were cxecut 
ed, he was put to death likewile, (haring in their 
punifhment, for having participated in their crime. 
Befides die detection of this plot again!! his life, ti.i 
king moving from Phafclis, had loon another toku 
of the deity’s favour and protection. He had ft\ 
part of his army to the town of the Pergenfes, and f.f - 
low’d himfelf with the reft thereof, along the coal., 
where the mountain Climax looks into the Pampi.; 
lian fca, and leaves but a narrow way to travel!-.. , 
even when the fca is enhn ; but when this is : vi- 
pcftuous, the other is drown’d by the overflow h g 
waters; whidi frequently happens in winter, if not 

alnm 



B. IL to Quintus CurTius.’ 139 


always. But Alexander, who dreaded nothing more 
than delay, led his army through the rough, as well 
asfmooth, with equal ardour and expedition. The 
fouth wind having blown for fome days, had cover’d 
the ways with water: there fell at the lame time great 
and frequent rains, as is uAial when thoie winds 
blow. However, upon Alexander’s approach, the 
north wind rofe on the fudden, and difpers’d the 
clouds, and driving the waters back into the fea, 
open’d a pahage to the Macedonians. Notwithftand- 
ing whieh, he was forc’d to wade through feveral un¬ 
known fords, which took his men fometimes up to 
the middle. At the fame time that I allow Alexan¬ 
der's great affurance in dangers, to proceed from 
the undoubted greatnefs of his foul, yet I cannot but. 
think it received fome increafe from the many pre- 
fages and omens in his favour; fince he thereby con¬ 
jectur'd he was deflin’d to perform great and noble 
exploits. 

While he was yet in Macedonia, there appear’d to 
him a perfon of a figure more venerable than one of 
human extraction, advihng him to follow him into 
Alia, to overthrow the Perhan empire. When the 
king came into Phoenicia, he was put in mind of his 
dream, by the high-prielt of the Jews, whofe drefs 
reviv’d in his memory that of the objeCl lie had be¬ 
held in his vifion. For while Alexander was em¬ 


ploy’d in the fiege of Tyre, he had commanded the 
neighbouring kings and people to fubinit to him, 
and raife him foldicrs. Hut (he lev's, who were 
mailers of the famous citv of |ij ufalein, excidino; 
llieinfelves, as being in alliance with Darius, rejected 
the king’s friendfhip. He therefore being inans’d 
thereat, march’d into Jiukva, with a defign to puniih 
the contumacy of that people. But the inhabitants of 

Jeiufalcin, to appeafe the Ling’s anger, went out of 

the 
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the town to meet him, with their wives and children, 
in a fuppliant manner. The priefts led the procefiion, 
being cloath’d with fine linnen, the people followed 
cloath’d alfo in white, and Jaddus the high-pried in 
his pontifical habit, was at the head of the multitude, 
The king admiring the beauty of this pompous 
proceffion, alighting from his horfe, advanc’d alone, 
. and having firft ador’d the name of God that was 
engrav’d on a gold plate in the high-pried’s mitre, he 
afterwards faluted the high-pried himfelf. The un- 
ex pe died nefs of the thing, flruck all the fpedlators 
with amazement. And the Jews, who not only 
faw themfelves freed from their imminent danecr, 

L ) / 

but alfo taken into favour, contrary to their expecta¬ 
tion, furrounded the king, praifing and congratulat¬ 
ing him, and offering up their prayers for his prof be - 
rity. On the contrary, the little kings of Syria, 
who were bitter enemies of the Jews, and had fol¬ 
low’d Alexander in hopes to gratify their eyes with 
the punifhment of their foes, were fo adonifh.V, 
that they in a manner doubted, whether what the} 

beheld was reality, or whether their fenfes were in,- 

^ * 

pos’d upon by a w dream ; nay, the Macedonians 
themfelves were not lefs furpriz’d at die unulual fpec- 
tacle ; infomuch that Parmenio approaching rhe 
king, took the liberty to afk him, “ Why lie fhew u 
46 fo much refpedl to foreign ceremonies, fince to rr- 
44 ceive it from fo vile a nation, were unwotthy r> 
4< great a king ?” Hereupon Alexander told him hi? 
dream. 

After which, he enter'd into the town, and in 

their mod beautiful temple offer’d fa orifices to (hu 

according to the received cullom of the place, U 

flowing on it many noble pivflnts. Mere he faw alio 

their facred books, which contain’d feveral nn« wr.r 

* ✓ 

prophecies: among wliich, there was this, duuTyiv 

0 tot; id. 
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fliould yield to the Macedonians, and that the Per¬ 
sians fhould be overcome by a Greek. He looking 
upon himfelf to be the perfon meant therein, granted 
the Jews “ the liberty of living both at home and abroad, 
“ according to their own cuftoms and laws : and 
“ becaufe their land lies untill’d every feventh year, 
“ he ordain’d that they fhould be freed from that 
proportion of their taxes.” He was mightily 
taken alfo with the nature of the country, which 
(befides the other fruits which it produces in as plen¬ 
tiful a manner as any other) alone affords the balm- 
juice. Alexander made Andromachus governor of 
thefe provinces, whom the Samaritans (the Jews mor¬ 
tal enemies) barbaroufly murder’d a little time after, 
hut thefe things were trail fa died after the reduction 
of Tyre and Gaza, tho’we lay hold of this occafion 
to relate them before-hand. 
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CHAP. XII. 


A LEXANDER having pafs’d the narrow 
way that lies along the Pamphyliaii fea ; upon 
his inarch from Pergte, was met on the road by ambaf- 
fudors from the Afpendii, defil ing they might not be 
compelPdto receive a garrilon, proiniilng in confide- 
ration of that exemption, fifty talent:, towards the fol- 
diers pay, and as many boric-, as they us’d to maintain 
by the way of tribute for the king of Pcrfui. Prom 
thence the king advanc’d to the Sidera*, who are 
Rated near the riicr Midas; tiicy are of t he race of 
the Cumwaus ol’ /Lolia, but are barbarous in their 
fpeeeh, having loll their Greek; not by length of 

time. 
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time, as it often happens, but they fay, that thei 
anceflors at their firft coming into thofe parts, on th 
fudden forgot their native language, and fpoke on 
till then unknown. 

Having taken poffeffion of Side, which was the me 
tropolis ofPamphylia, he was marching towards S\i 
lium, a town iIrong bv its fituation, and provided will 
a numerous garrifon of foreigners and neighbourin: 
Barbarians. In confideration whereof, and bccaau 
he was inform’d that the Afpendii had revolted, hi 
alter’d his courfe, and march’d to Afpendus. Tlu 
inhabitants were fo mightily furpriz’d at the fuddei. 
arrival of the Macedonians; that forfaking their ho.;- 
fes, they retir’d into the citadel. So that Alexander 
taking pofleffion of the empty town, encamp’d unde! 
the caflle; and as he had with him very able engineer, 
he by the fight of his preparations to attack them, 0- 
blig’d them to fue for peace on their firil terms. 
Nothing could liappen more to Alexander’s wifi 
(who had greater defigns in view) than that lie 
was not If opt in his career by a long fiegc, for die 
place was no way contemptible. However, that the 
revoltcrs might not go altogether unpanilh’d, he re 
quired the mod confiocrablc of the citizens to be deli¬ 
ver’d to him as hoilages; and as the tax of money 
that had been frit impos’d, was not yet paid, he now 
impos’d upon them double that fum. He alfo added, 
that they iluu.ld obey the governour he fet over them, 
and pay a yearly tribute to the Macedonians; and as 
for the territory, from whence they had driven fome 
of tl >eir neighbours bv force, they were to be dclenni- 
ned in that point by the law. 

Hating perform'd thefe things, he took the road 
that leads 10 the town of the Fcrgenfes, and from thence 
march’d into Phrygia. But in his march that way, 
he was oblig’d to pais through a very limit and narrow 

lane, 
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lane, form’d by two mountains that almoft join to 
one another, near TelmifTus a town belonging to the 
Pifidians. The entrances into this lane are fo ftrait, 
that they may be compar’d to gates: here the Bar¬ 
barians had polled themfelves, refolving to difputeA- 
lexander’s paffage. But he prefently caus’d his army 
to encamp at the very entrance, concluding (what 
afterwards happen’d) that the TeJmiffenfes, feeing the 
tents pitch’d, would imagine the danger to be delay’d, 
and lb would not long remain in thofe ftraits, but 
leaving a competent number of men to guard them, 
would retire into the town. Alexander therefore 

4 

laying hold of this opportunity, order’d the archers 
and fingers to advance, as alfo thofe of the heavy- 
arm'd troops that were leafl encumbr’d; and having 
beat off thofe that guarded the pafs, he went and en¬ 
camp’d before the town. Here ambaffadors came to 
hint from the Selgenfes, who (out of their inveterate 
haired to the TeJmiffenfes, altho’ of the fame 
nation.) offer’d their friendfhip and afMance to die 
king. He having receiv’d them very gracioufly, 
that he might not wade hh time in the liege of one 
place, he went and encamp'd before Sagalaiius, which 
is a flrong place, and was well provided with the 
flower of their forces for its defence; for tho’ all the 
Pifidians are warlike and brave, vet the Samalaffcrt- 
fees arc cllecm’d the lloutcil of them all. Tliefe being 
reinforc’d with troops from the Hmcfcnfcs, their 
allies, and hen ino more confidence in their own 

O 

courage, than in their wails, had drawn up their army 
on a neighbouring liiil, and by rcafon of the 
auvantage tliey had of the ground, they repuls'd the 
light-arm’d forces Alexander had font again '1 them : 
however, the A Brians made an oblHnate refinance, 
aid feem’d to be encourag’d by the approach of the 
Macedonian phalanx, and the king’s prefence, whom 

they 
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they beheld before the colours. The foldiers labour'd 
under great difficulties while they forc’d their way up 
the hill; but as foon as they had got a little frny.r 
footing, they cafily difpers’d the multitude of moun¬ 
taineers that were but half arm’d. There fell in this 
altion, of the Macedonians, Oleander, who was a 
captain, and about twenty private men: of the 
Barbarians, five hundred were fain; the rcft far'd 
themfelves by flight, and the knowledge of the coun¬ 
try. The King purfu’d them as faft as troops io 
encumber’d with arms, poflibly could, and at the 
fame time made himfelf matter of their town, lie 
carry’d his arms againft the other ttrong places of 
Pifidia, of which he reduc’d fome by force, others 
he receiv’d by compofition. He raz’d Telmmi;>, 
for the obttinacy of its inhabitants, whom he depriv'd 
of their liberty; and a little after, he united them, 
with fome other cities of Pifidia, to the government of 
Celamau Alexander having thus quieted thefe bold 
people, continu’d his inarch into Phrygia, by the 
lake Afcanius, whofe waters naturally come to a 
concretion, and fo favc thofe who live within i:i 
neighbourhood the trouble of going farther for lali. 

While thefe things were doing, Memnon having 
got together the fcatter’d remains of his army, rciolv’d 
to carry the war into Greece and Macedonia, and by 
that divertton, force Alexander to leave Afia. For 
Darius now put all his hopes in him alone, feeing 
he had by his bravery and conduit kept the conque¬ 
ror fo long in play at Halicarnafllis ; he therefore 
made him Gcneraliffimo of all his forces and lent him 
a valt fum of money. Memnon by this help, hawr.g 
hir’d as many troops as he could, fail’d up and down 
the feas without oppofition, his fleet confining of 
three hundred ihips. He now took into ferious con¬ 
federation, what could either favour or crols his do- 

4 • 
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figns: and having made himfelf matter of thofe places 
that were lefs carefully guarded, (among which was 
Lamp/acus) he attack’d the Hands which the Mace¬ 
donians could not fuccour for want of a fleet, not- 
v/ithftanding they were mailers on both fides the con¬ 
tinent. 

The great divifions that reign’d among the people 
was of mighty advantage to Memnon in his under¬ 
taking ; for as fome were in Alexander’s intereft on 

account of their liberty, which he had reftor’d to 

« * 

them; there were others, who, having got together 
great riches under the Pcrfians, preferr’d their own 
private power, under their old mailers, to a general 
equality in a free republick. This made Athenago- 
ras and Apollonidcs, (who were two of the moll con- 
fiderable men of the iile of Chios) having communi¬ 
cated their defign to Phifjnus and Mcgareus, and 
others of their faction, invite Memnon thither. Tims 
Chios was taken by treachery, where ha\ing left a 
flilficient garrifon, the adminilrration of affairs was by 
him put into the hands of Apolonkes a:«d his alle¬ 


viates. 


l’rom thence failing to Lcfbos he with final] oppo- 

fiticMi made himfelf mailer of Antif'a, Pyrrha, and 

Kivlfus. He cllablilh'J Ariilorucus in the regency of 

JUcchymna, and reduc’d the whole illaud, except 

the famous city of Mitvlene viiich held out a confuk- 

rable time, and was not ia!; • , by Memnon himfelf: 

lor when he had rais'd ;i "re at r.rmv works ..bout the 

• 

town, had lhut up die ibrr, ami difpos’d his Chips in 

proper places, to cut off all fuccour from the place; 

he was ici'/.\l with tb.e plague, and fo frullrated all 

f •cliopes of the IVrfians, to tluur irreparable damage. 

:t when lie found he was near his u.d, he rcfuuVd 
% * ^ 

his command to Piinmabafus his filler’s fon, wbomibe 
lud by AmLifu*, till Darius being inform’d of his 

death. 
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death, fliould provide otherwife. Pharnabafus there¬ 
fore dividing the duties of the fiege with Autophra- 
dates, tiie admiral, fo iireighten’d the befieg’d, that 
they furrender’d upon the following conditions : 
“ That the garrifon fhould be permitted to march 
“ off unmolefied: That the pillars on which were en- 
4< grav’d the terms of their allegiance with Alexander 
“ fhould be flung down; and fwearing allegiance to 
Darius, they fhould call home half of thofe who 
“ were banifh’d.” But the Periians did not obferve all 
the articles of capitulation ; for having introduc’d fol- 
diers to the town, they made Lycomedes the Rhodi¬ 
an, governour; aligning the regency of the country 
to Diogenes, on the accouut of his zeal, who had been 
banifh’d for the Pcrfian intereft. After this they ex¬ 
torted money from the richcft inhabitants, notwith- 
ilanding which the common tax of the Mytileijiau. 
'was not at all leffened. 
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CHAP. I. 

f N the mean time Alexander lent Oleander with a 
coniiderable ium of money to raife recruits in 
Pdoponnefus; and having fettled the affairs of 
Lycia and Pamphilia, advanced his army before 
the town Ca'Ianie, which the river Marlins at that 
t me divided in two. This liver was much celebrated 
'.-.by die fabulous relations of the Gieck poets. Its 
.fang riles out of the top of a hill, and tlilis after¬ 
wards upon a rock beneath it, wi ll a mighty noife, 
wcnce it difl’ufes itleJf, and ware . the ncigh- 
fbo'.nng plains, being very dear, a** c:r r-ing along 
'hi it nothing but its own pure dreams. Its colour 
J-tli idore refemblcs that ofrm* cr.ji.i lea, ..ud thereby 
birth to the liction of the poets, who pretend, 

t. i “ That 
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That the nymphs, being in love with this river, 
“ took up their refidence in that rock.’ 1 So long as 
it runs within the walls, it retains its own name ; but 
when it leaves the town, it grows larger, and be¬ 
comes more rapid in its courfe, and is then call’d the 
Lycus. Alexander finding the town deferted by its 
inhabitants, enter’d it; and was preparing to attack 
the citadel into which they had fled : He therefore 
fent a herald to them, to let them know, that if they 
did not furrender the place, u they mull expeft the 
“ utmofl feverities. 0 But they taking the herald into 
a high tower, ftrong both by nature and art, bid him 
take, a view of its height, and acquaint Alexander, 
that the inhabitants and he had different notion * ot 
its fortifications : They knew they could not h 
“ reduc’d; but however, let the work come that 
could, they were ready to lay down their lues 
*'■' for their-loyalty.” Yet when they faw they were 
formally befiegM, and that every thing grew fcara-r 
with them from one day to another; “ they agreal 
upon a truce for two months, in which time, if 
they receiv’d no relief from Darius, they promLY; lu 
“ furrender;” and accordingly (no fuccour appeal¬ 
ing) they fubmitted to the king, on the day prchxYl 
for that purpofe. About this time ambaffadors c: me 
to him from the Athenians, to defirc that thole of 
their city, who had been made priloners at the Y.t- 
tie near the river Graniats mielit be reliev'd to them. 
Alexander made an fwer, “ That not only their citi/.cm, 
“ but iikewile all the other Greeks ihould be reliev'd 
“ to their refpedtive cities, as foon as the Perlian v»r 
“ was ended.” Howe\ er, as he long'd to come to .in 
engagement with Darius, who, as he was inform'd, 
had not yet palled the Euphrates ; he from all ; ;:;is 
iummon’d his troops, that he might be able v. 1:11 i.h 

whole llrcngtb, to come to a decilivc action with him. 
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He was then leading his army through Phrygia; 
which abounded with villages, but had not-many 
towns. Yet there was one ililJ in requeft called 
Gordiun, tlie ancient feat of Midas. The river Sart- 
garius runs through it, and it is feated between the 
fontick and Cilician feas. Thefe leas almoft unite, 
having but a finall neck of land to part them, each 
lea driving to encroach upon the land, and reducing 
it into a narrow ftraight. This land as it joins to the 
continent, and as it is almoft furrounded with water, 
feems to reprefent an ifland, there being no more 
then a (lender partition to hinder the two feas from 
joining. Alexander, having made hiinfclf mafter of 
the town, went into Jupiter's temple: where they 
ihew’d him Gordius’s chariot, who was father tt» 
Midas. This chariot in outward appearance differ’d 
very little from the common fort. But there was one 
tiling in it very remarkable, which was a cord fo 
myiterioufly ty’d into knots, fo artfully interwoven, 
one within the other, that no body could -find out 
where they began, nor where they ended : the inha¬ 
bitants giving him to underhand, “ That the oracle 
u had declar’d.that he that could untie that knot 
“ (hould conquer Afia,” he was mighty defirous to 
fulfil the prophecy. The king was then furrounded 
with a great many Phrygians and Macedonians : thofe 
impatiently waited for the event, and thefe were full 
of concern for the rafii undertaking of their prince : 
for die feries of knots was fo perplex’d, that neither 
reafon nor fenfe could direct him in the difcovciy 
cither of its beginning or end. Hereupon the king, 
being appreheufive that his failing in this point might 
be look’d upon as ominous, after a long and fruit Ids 
jkiigglc with the intricacy of the knots, broke out 
into this expreilion, “ r l'hat it was not very material 
4 how they were unty’d;” fo taking his fword he cut 
Von. 1. G them 




150 


Quintus Curtius. 


B. III. 


them all afunder, and by that means either eluded or 
fulfill'd the prophecy. 

Alexander being now refolv’d to attack Darius 
where-ever he was, that he might leave all things in 
fafety behind him, he gave to Amphoterus the com¬ 
mand of his fleet, on the coaft of the Hellefpont; 
and declar'd Hegelochus general of the land-lorcc>, 
giving them orders to drive out the Perfian par- 
rifons from Lefbos, Chios, and Cos, and order’d 
them five hundred talents for the faicl ufes: he 
Cent at the fame time to Antipater, and the or her 
governors of the Greek cities, fix hundred talents. 
He alfo order'd the confederates to fumifh out 
a fleet to guard the Hellefpont, as they were 
oblig’d by treaty. For the king was not yet inform'd 
of Memnon’s death, who was then the chiefcfl of 
his care, being well afTur'd that he fhould meet no¬ 
thing to flop him, unlefs it was through his means. 

Alexander was by this time come to the tovn 
Ancyra, where having mufter’d his army, he enter'd 
Paphlagonia; which border’d upon the Eneti, from 
whence fome are of opinion the Venetians are de* 
feended. All this country readily fubmitted to die 
king ; and having given him pledges for their future 
loyalty, they obtain’d an exemption from tribute, it 
appearing they had not paid any even to the Pcrfians. 
He gave Calas the government of this country, and 
march’d himfelf into Cappadocia, taking with him the 
new levies that were lately come from Macedonia. 
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B UT Darius receiving the news of Memnon’s 
death, was no lefs griev’d thereat than the im¬ 
portance of the thing requir'd ; and hereupon laying 
afide all other hopes, resolv'd to decide the matter in 
perfon : for he blam’d the condufl of all his generals, 
concluding that mod of them had been negligent, but 
that they were all unfortunate. Having therefore 
form’d a camp near Babylon, that they might enter 
upon the war with greater courage, he drew all his 
forces together in fight of the city : where having in¬ 
trench’d fuch a fpace of ground as would convenient¬ 
ly hold ten thoufand men, after Xerxes method, ha 
took a lift of the number of his army. From the 
riling of the fun till night, they kept moving into this 
intrench’d ground, according to their refpe&ive rolJj„ 
and from thence they were diftributed in the plains of 
Mefopotamia. 

The multitude of his horfe and foot was almolt 
innumerable, and yet in appearance they fecni’d to b® 
Hill more than they really were. Of Pcrfians ther« 
were one hundred thoufand, whereof thirty thoufand 
were horfe. The Medians made up ten thoufand 
horfe and fifty thoufand foot. The Barcanians con¬ 
fided of two thoufand horfe, firm’d with two-edg’d 
bills and fight roundifti bucklers, and ten thoufand 
foot arm’d after the fame manner. The Armenians 
had fent forty thoufand foot, and feven thou land 
horfe. The Hircanians, who were in great repute 
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among thofe nations, furnifli’d fix thoufand horfc. 
The Derbices had fatted oat forty thoufand foot, 
of them amPd with pikes, pointed with iron, and 
the reft with ftaves harden’d in the fare; thefe \wr>: 
alfo accompany’d with two thou find liorfe of the 
fame nation. From the Cafpian lea there came cig.n 
thoufand foot, and two hundred liorfe ; thefe i ?,\ 
with, them of the lefs confidenil)] e Afiatic$ two tliou- 
Tand foot, and double that number of hoffe. Befuk- 
thefe troops, there were thirty thoufand Greek? in 
their pay, all diofen young men. As for the 
trians, Sogdians, and Indians, and the other irftrhi- 
'tants bordering on the P.cd Sea, whofe names wi-re 
hardly known to him, the hafle he'was in would not 
permit him to fend For them. It is plain from hei.ee 
that’he wanted nothing lefs than number of men. 

CJ « 

The fight of this vail multitude was fo grateful to 
him; and his nobles, according to their ufual ikt- 
lery, fo fwell’d his hopes; that turning to Charidcnu: 
an Athenian, and experienc'd foldier, and an enemy 
to Alexander on the account of his banifhmcnt f i; 
‘he had been expelPd Athens by his order) he 
him, “ Whether he thought him well enough pro* 
“ vided to crufh to pieces his enemy ?” Bui Chari* 
tlemus, unmindful of his own condition and the pi kb 
of kings, made this anfwer; “ Perhaps, Sir, yea 
“ may not be pleas’d with die truth, and y i:t if 
“ 1 do not tell it now, it will be in vain for me :o 
“ tell it hereafter. This army of yours that ns;A.. 
u fo great an appearance, this vail multitude c( 

“ pos'd of fo many different nations, and of all la 
“ caftern countries, perhaps may be terrible to th 
neighbouring people: the purple and gold u.f 
which it is adorn'd, the fplcndor and riches (l » 

€< arms is fuch, that they who have not beheld it win 
u their eyes, can hardly conceive an idea of it. IF 
4< the Macedonian army is dreadful to behold, 
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“ arc inur’d to protect their immoveable wedges, and 
the united flrength of their men with their pikes 
ad bucklers. Their phalanx is a firm bodv cf 
“ foot; the men Hand in clofe order, and their arms 
are in a manner united ; they are fo perfectly wclf 
exercis’d, that they knowhow, (upon the leak fig- 
ml given 1 to follow their colours and obferve their 
ranks, The word of command is bv all obev’d 

«* m 

‘ c at once : whether it be to repel the enemy, or 

wheel about, or change the order of battle ; the 

“ tlie officers them (elves are not more expert, than 

“ the common icithers. And that you rnav not 

• + 

“ think they value fold or fiber, they have-learn’4 
this difcipline in tin- flhool of poverty : when they 
are tir’d, the ground a. their bed; they fa:hfy their 
hunger with any thing they can get: they feep 
not after the approach of day. Now as icr the 
“ Thcfi'aiian boric, die Acarnanians, and the vElo- 
toiians, they are an invincible body of men, and 
Ikall 1 believe they arc to be repuls’d with flings, 
and pikes harden’d in the fire r No, Sir, die re muk 
be an equal flrength, and you ought to feck for 
luccour in that counuy tiiat produc’d thefe irien ; 
“ fend therefore that gold and that fiver, to hire 
“ troops from whence they came.” Darius wa* na¬ 
turally of a mild and tradable difpofition, but high 
llations generally taint good nature. JBcing therefore 
unable to bear the truth, he broke through the laws 
' of hofpitality, and commanded both his gucll and hip- 
pliant “ to be hurried away to execution.* 1 How¬ 
ever, even that did not hinder him from fpcakinp; hi.*: 
mind freely ; for he told the king, Iha\conv;.i 
<v hand that will revenge my death, and lie that 1 
4 ‘ advis’d againll will challife you for flighting my 
counfel : and you, that by the regal prcrogaih t > 

/ ‘He fo fuddeniy chang’d, iliall be an exam pit* to 
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poflerity, that when men abandon themfdves to 
their fortune, they even forget nature.” While he 
was making this public declaration, the executioners 
cut his throat. The king was afterwards touch'd 
with too late a repentance ; and acknowledging he 
had fpoke the truth, order’d him to be buried. 
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T Hymodes, Mentor’s fon, was a brifk young 

man.: Darius commanded him to receive from 
Pharnabazus all the foreign forces ; for he had grrat 
confidence in them, and defign’d therefore to make 
wfe of them in the war: at the fame time k 
gave to Pharnabazus the fame commiflion that 
Memnon had. Now as Darius’s thoughts were 
wholly taken up with the views of prefent important 
affairs, he had alfo in his fieep fcvcral dreams, that 
feem’d to foretel the event of things; which whether 
they proceeded from folicitude and care, or that his 
mind had a real fore-knowledge of what was to hap¬ 
pen, is uncertain. He dream’d that the Macedonian 
camp was all on fire ; and a little after, that Alexan¬ 
der was brought to him in the fame garb he was in 
himfedf, when he was chofen king, and that bavin; 
rid through the city, he on a fudden vanifh’d, horfe 
and all. The judgments of the foothfayers were 
various, and kept him in fu(pence ; for fome of them 
faicl, “ His dream portended good lock, by rcafon 
li that the enemies camp was on fire, ar.d Afiv.i.dtf 
“ having laid afidc hi - regal robes, had been brooV-j 
** to him in the private drefs of the Perb:n:. 
Others were of a dear different opinion, ara! J m, 
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“ That the brightnefs of the Macedonian camp was 

a token of Alexander’s future fpfendor; who they 
“ conjectur’d would make himfelf mailer of Alia* 

“ becaufe he had appear’d in the fame drefs Darius 
“ had when he was ialuted king.” The prefent 
anxiety had alfo revived paft prefages, as it ufually 
happens. “ Darius in the beginning of his reign 
“ had order’d die Perfian fcabbard to be chang’d into 
“• that form that the Greeks us’d ; hereupon the 
u Chaldeans prognoflicated that the Perfian empire 
“ ihould pafs into tire hands of thofe, whofc arms 
“ they had imitated.” However, he was wonder¬ 
fully pleas’d with the interpreter’s expofition, which 
was ipread among the vulgar, and with the reprefen- 
tation of his dream ; and therefore gave orders for 
his army to move towards the Euphrates. 

It was an ancient cuitom among the Perfians not to 
break up their camp till the fun was rofe, and then 
the trumpet gave notice from the king’s tent; 
upon which the image of the fun was plac’d, en¬ 
clos’d in a chryflal cafe. 

The army march'd in the following order. Thtf 
lire, which they call facred and eternal, was carry’d 
before on filver altars. The Magi follow’d next, 
finging verfes after their country manner. Thefe 
were fucceeded by three hundred fixty five youths, 
cloath’d in fcarlet, anfwering the number of the days 
of the year; for the Perfian year alfo is divided into 
fo many day:;. Alter thefe came the chariot confed¬ 
erated to Jupiter, which was drawn by white horfes ; 
tiie!c wete fo)low’d by a boric of an uncommon 
h«*ight and bulk, ai.d was call’d the horfe of the fun. 
'I'lic driver^ were adorn’d with golden wands, and 
white habits. At a final! diliaace follow’d ten cha¬ 
fed embdliihcd with a great deal of gold and filver 
t-neiy eng rav’d. Next came the cavalry of twelve 
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nations, different in their manners, and variouf.v 
arm’d. After thefe march’d thofc whom the Pt-rfi;nr 
call the immortal, being ten thoufand in numb. «■; 
among all the Barbarians none were more rich:. 
c:lad : they had gold chains about their necks and 
their clothes were embroider’d with trold ; he fide s \\ hh h 
they had ficev’d jackets, finely adorn'd with pc; ii 
At a fmall diflance follow'd thole who went by ii.<- 
denomination of the kind's relations confiltiiu: a 

r „ ^ ^ 

fifteen thoufand men. This band being drefskl ai¬ 
med after the manner of women, was more cor.i] i- 
cuous for its luxury than for its arms. The Dor • 
phori came next, who carry hi the king’s apparel; 
thefe preceded the king’s chariot, where his feat was 
fci high that he was eafily feen. Each fide of the 
chariot was curiouily fet off with the images of the 
god?, wrought in gold and filver; the beam of i; 
glitter’d with precious Hones, and bore two images 
of gold, about a cubit high, one whereof reprefent- 
<d Ninus, and the other Bel us: between thefe \\a-, 
plac'd a facrcd eagle of gold with its wings expand¬ 
ed. .But the magnificence of the king’s apparel ex¬ 
ceeded every thing; his purple veil was neatly inter- 
wrought with white firipes, and his upper garment 
was moll artfully embroider’d with gold, and was 
belides bc.iatified with the reprefentation of tv.o 
imwks wrought in gold flying furioully at each other. 

J lb rhrdle was after the womens mode alfo of i»old, 

o t . 1 

at which hung his fword, which had a fcabbani of 
pearl. The royal ornament for the head, is by tbe 
Perfians call’d a Cidaris, this was encompafiAl v* iih 
a roll of a fky colour, with a mixture of whim. 
Tlie chariot was follow’d by ten thouland pikenun, 
whofe pikes were plated with iilver ha\ ing their fj 
tipp’d, with gold, 'fhe king had on his tight am 
about two hundred of the noblell of Ids relation*. 

Thu 


i! c 



B. III. 


Quintus Curtius. 


l 57 


This body was attended by thirty thou fund fool, who 
were follow'd by four hundred of the king's Iiorfes. 
After thde, within the dillance of one furlong, was 
fyfigambk, Darius's mother, in one chariot, and his 
queen in another : the tioop of women that waited 
on the queens, was on horfe back. Next came fif¬ 
teen cover’d waoo 0 m, in which were the king's chil* 
dren witli their tutors and eunuchs, winch are not 
accounted contemptible in thefe nations. "Then fol¬ 
low’d three hundred and fixtv of the king’s concu- 

* • ^ 

bines, all in regal apparel. The king'.- money, which 
was carry’cl by fix hundred mill or, and three hundred 
camels, attended by a guard of aielites, went next. 
After thefe came the wives of the king’s relations and 
friends, who were follow'd by crowds of fullers and 
camp flavcs. The whole was concluded by die light- 
arm’d foldiers with their refpuciivc officers who 
brought up die rear, f uch was Darius’s army. 

Buthe that beheld Alexander's would find it alto¬ 
gether different ; for neither die men nor the Iiorfes 
glitter’d with gold nor rich apparel, but with their 
iron and bnils; his ti oops were always ready either 
to halt or to march, being neither embarrals'd with 
crouds, nor overloaded with baggage; ever attentive, 
not only to the general's fignal, but even the lead 
nod of h\< head : he had room enough to encamp 
and provifion enough for his army; fo that when ,c 
wry. drawn up in order of battle, he had no want of 
ioMiers : whereas Darin j, w ik- w ;.. king ofiovuda 
multitude, by the fbaightnef of the pi. v r in which 
be fought, was reduc’d to the lin.dl munDr he had 

dv Ipifd in Jiis enemy. 
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I N the mean time Alexander, having appointed 
Abiftamenes governor of Cappadocia, march’d w iih 
his army towards Cilicia, and was already come to 
the place they call Cyrus’s camp ; this part of the 
country was fo call’d from Cyrus’s having encamp'd 
*h ere, as he was marching into Lydia againll Credits 
It was about fifty furlongs diftant from the narrow 
jaffage that leads into Cilicia, which by the inhabi¬ 
tants is call’d Pyiae, being narrow ftraits, which na¬ 
ture feems by fituation to have made as Ilrong as if 
•they had been fortify’d by the hand of man. Upon 
advice of this, Arfanes, who was governor of Cilicia, 
calling to mind Memnon’s counfel at the beginning 
of the war (when it would have been of ufe) execu¬ 
ted the fame when it was too late; ravaging Cilicia 
with fire and fword, that the enemy might rind it a 
mere defart, fpoiling every thing that could any way 
be ufeful, that he might leave that country naked and 
barren, which he could not defend ; but it had been 
much more advifablc to have feiz’d the pafs, and to 
have guarded it with a. Ilrong body of men, ami to 
have made himfelf mailer of the mountain that com¬ 
mands the road, from whence it had been taiv, 
without the leaf! danger, either to have kept ofl, or 
to have opprefs’d the enemy. But he having left ;t 
few to defend the fame, went back himfelf to lay 
waftc that country, that he ought to have preferv’d 
from depredations. This made thofe he left there 
(imagining they were betray’d) not fo much as 
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for the fight of the enemy, when at the fame time a 
fmaller number might have defended that place ; for 
Cilicia, is hemm’d in by a ridge of craggy deep hills, 
which beginning at the fea on one fide, and fetchinga 
compafs about, joins again to the fea on the other 
fide. The back of the mountain where the fea 
prefles in farmed has three very narrow paffes, by 
the one of which you enter Cilicia : that part of it 
that lies towards the lea is chain pain, and has its 
plains water’d by feveral rivers; of thefe Pyramus 
and Cydnus are the mod confiderable. The Cydnus 
is not fo remarkable for the largenefs of its dream, as 
for the clearnefs of its water ; for falling gently from, 
its fountain-head, it is received in a pure foil, and 
has no torrents falling into it to difturb its gentle cur¬ 
rent. This is the caufe that its waters are very clear, 
and at the lame time mighty cold : for being fhaded 
by the trees that grow on its banks on each fide, it 
preferves its purity all the way, till it falls into the 
ica. Time had impair’d a great many ancient monu¬ 
ments in this country, which have been celebrated 
by the poets. Here were to be feen the ruins of ths 
towns of Ly melius and Thebe, as alfo Tryphon's 
cave, and the Corycian grove, which affords fafFron ; 
with the fame of many other curiofities, which fubfift 
now only in report. 

Alexander having enter'd thefe draits, and coafi- 
der’d the nature of che place, was feiz’d with an ad- - 
miration of Ins own felicity, for he did not (cruple 
to confcfs, “ That he and his army might have been 
41 knock'd on the head with Hones only, if there luid 
“ been but hands to have roll'd them down upon 
“ them as they pafs’d under the mountain." The 
way was fo narrow that four armed men could hardly 
march a-brcait; bcfidcs, the back of the hill hung 
over it, and it was not only difficult on the fcorc oF 
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its ftreightnefs, but alio for its being in many places 
broken, by the feveral rivulets that flow from the 
bottom of the hills. 

Alexander therefore order'd the light-arm 1 d Thra¬ 
cians to march before, “ and examine the narrow 
u ways, for fear the enemy fhould lie there in ain- 
“ buicacle to furprize him.” He alfo font a body of 
archers to poffefs themfclves of the top of the hill, 
ordering them to march with their bows ready bent, 
admonifhing them that they were not entring upon 
a inarch, but upon an engagement. Jn this order he 
advanced to the city of Tarfus, which the Perfians 

0 * 

were then fcttlng on fire, that fo rich a place might 
not fall into the hands of the enemy. Eut the king- 
having fent Parmenio before with a detachment of 
light horfe, to put a flop to the fire, fav’d the place : 
and underilanding that upon approach of his nu n 
the Barbarians were fled, enter'd the town he had 
preferv’d. 
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^ g r1; H E river Cydnus (of which we before made 

mcntk*n) vm . thin'' this city, and it wa>. t! «•»*. 

the fummer feafbn, at which tune the heat is r.a wi t .* 

more violent than in this country of Cilicia., and it w 

# 

the hor.ell time of the day. T heclcamela of the Ihavin 
invited the king to u afh the fwcat and dull of* ir. 
body, which at that time was over-heated ; theicfi »v 
Iv* pull'd off his deaths in fight of the army, (ti.ink 
ing it would llill cncreafc their ellcem for him, if ti 
pticciv'd he was not our nice in the caie of hb p< i 
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fon, but was always contented with that drefs that was 

cheap and always at hand) and went into the river : 

he was no looner in it but a fudden horror faz'd all 

his limbs, and he turn’d pale, the vital heat having al- 

jnoit forfaken Ids body. Hereupon his fen ants took 

him tip, and carry’d him into his tent, he being like 

one expiring, and equally infenfible. 

The camp was now in the greateft afHidcion and 

concern, nay, aim oil in tears ; they bewail'd 

the hard fate of their king (the greateft and moll 

memorable prince of any age) that he fhonld be 

in fuch a manner fnatch'd away, in fo promiiing a 

couric of fuccefs: and that too, nor in battle, nor 

by the hand of the enemy, but bathing himfelf in 

a river. That Darius was now alinoil in the 

neighbourhood, and would be a conqueror without 

fo much as feeing his enemy. That they hiould 

be forc'd to march back, as men vanquish'd, 

tnrough thole countries they had fo lately fab- 

cm d : and as either they themfclves or the enemy 

ji;u: laid e\try thing walle in their march, they 

koJd peri ill even by famine and want, in fuc.ii 

\aft w tide rn eft es, altho’ no enemy puifu'ci then:, 

V/ho would prefume to be their leader in their 

<hci.tr Who would dare to fuccetd Alexander r 
> 

And admitting tin-v made a coed retreat to tne 
ilcllefpont, vvjjo would prepare a licet to tran- 
ipoi: tiirin r” dUn turning .heir pity again to 
the knm, they lamented, tiiat ifcii a ilower of 
' .out'ii, lech a rxr.iiis and uivimih of mind, tin ir 
k king and their K How-foJdicr at the fame time, 
ftnvhl he, as it were, torn Irum them, after fo fwt- 
‘ pri'/.ing a maimer.” In the mean time Alexandt r 
lagan to liwathe a little more freely, and to ojut 
his eves, and by decrees recovering his fetife:, to 

. • * < l * O * 

know diofe about him j and the height of his dijlun- 

p K 1* 
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per Teem’d to abate, if it were but in this, that he 
was now fenfible of the greatnefs of his Tick riels. 
The indiTpofition of his body now affetted his mind, 
for he was informed, “ that Darius was but five days 
“ march off of Cilicia.” It griev’d him to think, 
<c that he Ihould be deliver'd as it were bound into 


“ the hands of his enemy ; that To glorious a viftorv 
fhould be weeded from him, and that lie ihould 
“ die after an obicuro and ignoble manner in ins 
46 tent.” Having therefore called together his friends 
and phyficians, he {poke to them to this dice*-, 
“ You Tee in what juncture of my affairs fortune lias 
“ fur priz’d me ; methinks I hear tire noife of the 
4i enemy’s arms, and I that was the aggreflor am 
“ now provoked to battle : one would think that 
“ when Darius writ thofe haughty letters to me, 
that my fortune had been of his council ; but ret 
<£ in vain, if I may be permitted to be cur’d my own 
way. Mv occaiions do not require flow medicines, 

- a 7 

4i nor timorous phyficians; nay, I had better die refo- 
lutely, than to recover my health ilowly ; therefore if 
* 4 there be any help or art in my phyficians, let them 
41 know that 1 do not leek fo much a remedy again!! 
mi death, as againft the impending war.” This violent 
temerity filled all the llsiruiers-by with concern, every 
one therefore began to entreat him, “ that he would 
ct not encrcafe Ins danger by too precipitant a hade, 
but that he would commit himfelf to the care of 


“ his phyficians ; that they did not without caufe 
44 diilrull untry’d remedies, flnee the enemy had 
“ with money tempted thofe about him to his dc- 
ftrudion (for Darius had publickly notify’d, tliat 
44 he would give a thoufand talents to whoever 
“ fhould kill Alexander;) that on this account they 
** did not believe any body would dare to make tryal 
4i of a remedy, that by its novelty might give juft 
“ caufe for fufpicion. 


CHAP. 
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T HERE was among the eminent phvficians 
that had follow'd the king from Macedonia, 
one nam’d Philip, an Acarnanian bv nation, a faith- 
ful friend of the king’s, to whofe care Alexander had 
been committed from his childhood ; he therefore 
lov’d the king with a particular tendemefs, looking 
upon him not only as his king, but alio as his foiler- 
child. This man promifed to give the king a dole of 
phyfic which fhouid not be violent, and yet would 
work its effe&s foon, and not fail of curing his diitem per. 
This promife pleas’d no body bat him, at whofe 
peril it was made, for he lik’d any thing better than 
delay : the armies were conllanrlv before his eyes 
and he thought himfelf fare of die victory if he could 
but head his men. The only thing he diilik’d was, 
that he was not to take this medicine (for fo the phy- 
fician had pre-acquainted him) till three days were 
elaps’d. 

While thefe things were doing he receives advice 
from Parmenio, in whom he chiefly confided, not to 
trull <£ Philip with his health, for that Darius had cor- 
“ rupted him with the promife of a thoufmd talents, 
“ and the hopes of his filler in marriage.” Thefe letters 
fill’d him with great anxiety and care ; he weigh’d with¬ 
in himfelf whatever either fear or hope could fugged to 
him. “ Shall I take this potion ? That in calc it be 
“ poifon, 1 may be thought to deferve whatever hap- 
4< pens ? Shall I diltrull the fidelity of my phyfician ? 
u Shall I rcfolvc to be oppress’d in my own tent ? 

“ However, 
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“ However, it is better I fliould die by another*. 

+ w 

“ crime than my own fear.’ 1 Thele tilings work'd 
his mind different ways, yet he did not reveal to em¬ 
body the contents of the letter, but fealing it with 
his ring, he laid it under his pillow. Having pnfVi 
two days in this agitation of mind, the third was nov; 
at hand, which was the day prefix’d by his pnv 
iician for the taking his medicine, the which lie ac¬ 
cordingly brought him. Alexander feeing him, mb*. 1 
himfelf upon his elbow, and holding Panncnio’s h it. r 
in his left hand, took the potion from him, a:.,: 
drank it off boldly ; and then gave Philip the letur 
to read, keeping his eye fix’d upon his countenar.ee 
all the time, judging that if lie were guilty, there 
would appear home fymptoms of guilt in his loo!*?. 
Philip having read the letter, flicwkl more indignation 
than fear, and flinging down his cloak and the letur 
at the bed-hde, he laid, “ Sir, mv life has ahum 
depended on your majdly, but 1 look upon it now 
to do iu in a pa: ocular manner, fincc the faercJ 
t,; bivarn voir draw mull determine mine. As h.v 
“ the treaion and parricide .1 am charg’d w ith, your 
“ recovery will Hifheiently declare my innocence ; 

y J r 

and I bee that when 1 have fav\l vour life, voffJ 
gvaciou.'ly grant me mine. In me mean time uiii'er 
the medicine to work idejf into \ Our win:. ten: 
compofe your mind, that \ouf friuids iroublcfunu - 
ly ofiu ions zeal hate uineaionably diliurb'dff 'li... 
fpeech not only made tl*c king eafy, but chearf.., 
and full of hopes, lb therefore told Pt-nip, u 'i 1 . 

“ if the gods had given him the choice of an twpc 
4< cut to know how he w.t- a fibbed towards him, ro i » 

4< fure he would have pitch'd upon h-me other : • 
l * however lx* could not have vdfhVi Hr anv 1 
u certain than that which fortune now offrik: Li: . : 

%l forjou lee that n-jtwilhfaijd.iug the later I ; 
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u ceiv’d, I took the potion you gave me, and I bo 

jieve you are now no lefs folicitous for your own 
“ fidelity, than for my recovery. 1 ' 

liiiving fpoke thefe words, he gave him his hand ; 
h a when the medicine bectan to exert itfclf, the 

o 1 

lVmptoms that enfu’d feem’d to hack Pannenio’s ac- 
r.ifation ; for he was fo far ipent that he with much 
dftiiculty drew liis breath. However, Philip omitted 
nothing that was proper, lie-apply kl fomentation*- to his 
body, and when he fainted, he reftor’d him by the 
odour of meats and wine : and as loon as he perceiv'd 
him to grow feniible, he put him in mind fometimes 
l£ of his lifters and mother, and then again of the 
“ approaching vittory.” 

hut when the phylick had wrought itfelf into his 
veins, there began to appear manifeft tokens of his 
lecovery; for his mind was fir ft reftor’d to its former 
vigour, and then his body regain’d ftrength fooncr 
than could have been expc&ed. For in three days 
time he fliew’d himfelf to the army, which was over¬ 
joy'd to fee him, and alinoft with equal cagernefs beheld 
Philip, whom they carcfs’d, returning him thanks as 
to a preient divinity. Befides the natural veneration 
this nation has for its king, it is not cafy to exprefs, 
how particularly they admir’d and lov’d Alexander. 
For in the firit place, he feem’d to undertake nothing 
but with the immediate alftftance of the deity; and 
as fortune fided with him in every thing, his very 
raihnefs always turn’d to his glory. Befides, as his 
years did not feem ripe for fuch great performances, 
yet as he acquitted himfelf worthily thereof, they 
uerc fo far from lefTening them, that they even add¬ 
ed to their hilirc. IVlorcover, there are many things 
which, tho’ inconliderablc in themfcIves, yet are 
very acceptable to the foldicry ; as his exerciling his 
body amongll them, hh apparel that differ'd little 

from 



1 66 


Quintus Curtius. B. HI, 

from that of a private man, and his military vigor, 
by which endowments of nature, or arts of his mind, 
he made himfelf both belov’d and refpe&ed. 
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CHAP. VII. 

A S foon as Darius was inform’d of Alexander’s 

indifpofition, he march’d With all the expediti¬ 
on fo great a multitude would admit of, to the Eu¬ 
phrates, and having laid a bridge over the fame, his 
army pafs’d it in five days; for he defir’d to prevent 
his enemy in the poffcifion of Cilicia. But Alexan¬ 
der having recover’d his flrength, was now come to 
the town call’d Soli, which he made himfelf mailer 
of, and rais’d by contribution from it, two hundred 
talents, putting a garrifon into the cattle. Here he 
perform’d the vows he had made for the recovery of 
his health, and celebrated fports in honour of iEfcu- 
lapius and Minerva, fhewing thereby with what affu- 
rance he defpis’d the Barbarians. While he aflifted 
at thefe games, he receiv'd an cxprefs from Halicar- 
naffus, which brought him the favourable news of the 
Periians being beat by his forces, and that the Me¬ 
dians and Caunians, with feveral other people in thofe 
parts, were brought under his obedience. 

The fports being ended, he decamp’d, and having 
laid a bridge over the river Pyramus, he came to the 
city of Mallos ; from whence he broke up, and came 
to Caftabala. Here he was join’d by Parmenio, whom 
he had fent to view the paflage of the forett through 
which he was to march to the town Ulus. Parmenio 
1 laving fci/Al thefe pafics, and left a fuflicient mim 
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ber of men to guard them, had alfo taken poffeffion 
of Iffus, which the inhabitants had abandon’d; from 
hence he advanc’d farther on, and drove the enemy 
from their holds in the mountains, and having fe~ 
car’d the roads, as we faid before, he return'd to the 
king, both the performer and the meffenger of thefe 
fucceffes. Upon this Alexander march’d his army to 
Iffus, where he held a council to confider, “ Whe¬ 
ther he fhould advance any farther, or wait there 
for the coming up of the new levies that he fudden- 
ly expected from Macedonia. Parmenio was of 
opinion, that he could not pitch upon a properer 
place to give a battle in, fmce there the troops of 
both kings, would be reduc’d to an equal number, 
by reafon the ftraits would not admit of a multi¬ 
tude. That they ought to avoid the plains and open 
fields, where they might be furrounded, and op- 
prefs’d by the inequality of number. For he did 
not fear fo much their being overcome by the 
bravery of the enemy, as by their own wearinefs. 
“ Whereas the Perfians in a moll fpacious place,. 
“ would be conftantly reliev’d by frelh troops,” So 
wholefome a counfel was eafily approv’d of, and 
therefore be refolv’d to wait there for the enemy. 

There was at this time in the Macedonian army, 
a Pcrfian named Sifines, who had formerly been fent 
by the governor of ./Egypt to king Philip: this man 
being courteoufly entertain’d, and honourably promo- 
ted in Macedon, chofe rather to remain there, than 
return to his own country ; but upon Alexander’s ex¬ 
pedition into A Ha, he accompany’d him, ami was of 
the number of thofe the king confided 111. A Cretan 
foldier having one clay deliver’d him a letter feal’d 
with an unknown leal, from Nanarzanes one oi 
Darius’s lieutenants, he exhorted him therein, “ to 

“ do fomething worthy his quality and merit, aflui** 
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“ ing him,, that the king would not fail to rccr.it; 
“ him for it. Sifines being altogether innocent. h:: 
often endeavoured to fliew Alexander this letter, i, • 


L 9 k s 


finding him always bufy, and taken up with hif 
parations for the enfuing action, he waited for a me 
favourable opportunity ; but this delay gave a f n; 
cion of his being ill inclin’d. For trie letter 
brought firft to Alexander, who having read it, fo 
it with an unknown leal, and order’d it to be cell; i • 
to Sifines, intending thereby to try his fidelity, L 
he not attending on the king for fcveral day 5, 


u 




look’d upon to fupprefs the letter out of an e\il dt- 
fign ; fo that he was kill’d by the Cretans, no douct 
by Alexander’s order. 


* 


$ • 


CHAP. VIII. 


B Y this time the Greek mercenaries Uiat Thymo- 
deshad receiv’d from Pharnabazus, and in whom 
Darius plac’d his chief and aim oil his only hope , 
were arriv’d in his camp. Thefe would fain liau; 
perfuaded him “ to retire, and gain the fpacious plains 
“ of Mefopotamia. If he did not approve of this, 
<c at leak to divide his valt army, and not fuller die 
whole ftrength of his kingdoms to depend upon one 
u finglc ftroke of uncertain fortune.” This advice 
was not fo dilagreeable to the king as to his nobles. 
They urg’d, ‘ k T’liat there was no relying upon the 
fidelity of thefe men ; that they were brib’d to be 
tray the army, which they would have divided for 
no other milbn but that they might deliver up to 

“ Alexander 
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“ Alexander whatever fhould be committed to their 

“ truft. Therefore the fafeit way were to furround 
“ them with the whole army, and cut them to pieces 
“ at once, for an example to all tray tors.” Eut as 
Darius was a religious prince, and of a mild difpo- 
fition, “ he abhorr’d fo barbarous a counfel, as that of 
“ butchering thole who had put themfelves under his 
“ protcflion, and were actually in his fervice. Which 
“ of all the foreign nations, laid lie, would trull: their 
u lives with me hereafter, if I lliould Haiti my hand-, 
<£ with the blood of fo many foldiers? Bdides, no 
u body ought to fufFer death for giving weak advice, 
a fmce there would be no fuch thing ascounfellors, if 
“ rheir lives mult be in danger for l'pcaking their opi- 
“ nion. That they themfelves were every day confulted 
“ by him, and he heard their different fenliments, 
i£ )et he did not efteem them that gave him the molt 
‘ £ prudent counfel, to be more faithful than the reft.” 
Wherefore he made this anfwer to the Greeks, 
“ That he thank’d them for the good difpofition they 
“ exprefs’d, but as for his going back, he did 
not think it convenient, fmce lie fliould thereby 
•' deliver up his kingdom as a prey to the enemy: 
‘ k That war depended on-fame, and he that retires, 
“ is look'd upon to fly. As to the prolonging the 
war, it was impofliblc, by reafon the winter was 
coming on, and there would be no means to fub- 
“ fill fo vaft an army, in a country already walled 
“ both by himfclf and the eneniv. That he could 

t * # 

“ not divide . his forces, without ad mg contrary to 
“ the practice of his prcdcceft’ors, who always brought 
“ their whole llrength when they hazarded a battle. 
“ And, in truth, that terrible king, who while lie 
“ was at a diftance, was puff’d up with fuch a vain 
“ a fill ranee, when he underftood he was near at 
“ hand, of rafli was become cautious, and Jay lurk- 
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“ iiig in die flraits of the foreft, like the cowardly 
“ beafts, who at the lead noife of die paflengen, 
u hide themfelves in die woods. That even row he 
(C counterfeited being fick, to difappoint hk foldiers. 
46 But however, it fhould now be no longer in his 
“ power to refufe fighting, for if he did, he would 
“ feizc him in the very den his faint heart had made 
“ him repair to for fafet y. 

This ipeech had more of oftentation in it, than of 
truth. Darius having fent all his money, and his 
moil: precious moveables, under a moderate guard, to 
Damafcus in Syria, march’d with the reft of his army 
into Cilicia, his royal confort and mother following in 
the rear of the army, according to the cuftom of the 
country. His daughters alfo, and little fon, accom- 
pany’d their father. Alexander, as it happen’d, came 
the fame night to the ftraits that lead to Syria, and 
Darius to a place call’d the Amaniea; Pylae. The 
Perfians made no doubt but the Macedonians had a- 
bandon’d Iffus which they had taken, and were Hy¬ 
ing ; for they had intercepted fome of the wounded ami 
fick, that could not keep up with the army; and 
Darius at the mitigation of his nobles, who were 
urg’d on by a barbarous inhumanity, having caus’d 
their hands to be cut off and fear’d, order’d them to 
be led about his camp, that they might take a view 
of his army, and having fatisfy’d their curiofity, re¬ 
port to their king what they had feen. After this, 
Darius decamp’d, and pafs’d the river Pinarus, with 
a defign to purfue his enemies flying, as he thought 
them. In the mean time, thole whofe hands had 
been cut off, arrive in Alexander’s camp, and inform 
him, that Darius was following them with the utmoil 
diligence. The king hardly believ’d them; and 
therefore fent fcouts to the maritime regions, to know 

for certain, “ whether Darius was there in perfon, 

il or 
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(i or whether one of his grandees did not make fuch 
an appearance as if the whole army was coming.” 
gut by that time the fcouts return’d, the vaft multi¬ 
tude appear’d at a dillance, and in a little time, fires 
were kindled all over the camp, which had the ap¬ 
pearance of a general conflagration, the diforderly 
multitude difperfmg them ie Ives more loofeJy for the 
convcniency of their cattle. Hereupon Alexander 
order'd his army to encamp on that very ground 
where they were, being over-joy M that he was come 
to a decifivc action in thofe ilraits, a thing he had moil 
wifh’d for. Neverthelefs, (as it ufually happens, when 
the time of danger draws nigh) his great affurance 
began to turn into folicitude and care. And he now 
feenf d to diftruft that fortune, by wiiofe affiftance he 
had been fo fuccefsful, and did not without fome rea- 
ibn conclude her to be very fickle, from the many ad¬ 
vantages ftie had bellowed on himfelf. He reflefted, 
u That there was now but the fpace of a Angle night 
“ between him and the event of fo great a hazard.” 
Then again he confider’d, “ That the reward would 
‘ c be Hill much greater than the danger ; and aitho’ 
“ it was as yet doubtful, whether he fhould gain 
“ the vidory or not, however, this was unde- 
u niably certain, that if he perifhed, lie fhould die ho- 
“ nourably and with uni verfalapplaufc.” He therefore 
ordered the loldiers “ to go and rcfrclh theinfclves, and 
“ to be in readinefs with their arms at the third watch.” 
In the mean time, he went himfelf to the top of a 
high hill, having with him fevcral torches and lights, 
and there after the manner of his country, offer’d fa - 
crifice to the gods of the place. The trumpet had 
now given the third warning, according to order, 
and the fokliers were ready either to march or to 
fight; and being commanded to march with the ut- 
moll diligence, they came by break of day to the 

(traits 


3 
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ftraits they defign’d to pofTefs themfelves of. By thh 
time, they that were lent to get intelligence, ca.ae 
and accquainted him, that Darius was but thirty fur¬ 
longs off: he therefore commanded the army to h«i:, 
and having put on his armour, lie drew up his a;ny 
in order of battle. The affrighted peafants camera w 
to Darius, giving him to underiland, that the enemy 


was at hand; who could hardly be perluaded i /, 
tliofe lie thought to purfue as fugitives, Ihould dan .u 
give him the meeting ; hereupon his people were ■:[ 
Iciz'd with a hidden fear : for they were better r > 

• j 

par'd for a inarch than for battle ; they therefore u/.o 
to their arms in hade, and tlie very hurry they wav 
in on that occafion, increas'd their terror. Some 
up to the top of the hill, that from thence they mLv: 
take a view of the enemy ; others were bridling tnar 
jhorfes: lb that the ciilcord that reigned in this t b.. , 


which was not guided by the direction of any ih 


perfon, fil'd all things with a tumultuary confuii ■ 
At firft Darius had refolv'd w ; ith part of his troops to 
take poffefiion of the top of the hill, in order to at¬ 
tack the enemy both in front and rear, appoint."g 
others to do die lame on the fide of thefcavhvii 


covered his right, that lo he might prefs upon than 
from all parts. Moreover, he had lent before twe- v 
thoufand foot with a band of archers, with order.- to 
pafs the river Pyramus (that runs between the two . 
mies) and charge the Macedonians : and if if y 
found that impraClicablc, to retire to the mountain , 
and fecretly furround their rear. But fortune, that is 
fuperior to all reafon, difappointed his prudent imv.- 
fures ; for fome, out of fear, did not dare to cxco :c 
their orders, and others executed them to no purpof : 
ior where the parts fail, the whole is confounded. 


C H A 1‘. 



B. II) T - Quintus Curtius, 





CHAP. IX. 


A S for the . main body of his army, it was drawn 
up after th is manner; Nabarzanes was in the 
l ight wing with 1 us horfe, and about twenty thou- 
land {lingers and archers; here were alfo the thirty 
thoufand mercenary Greeks commanded by Thymo- 
des. Thefe were bt lyond all doubt the main ftrenoth 
of the army, a body equal to the Macedonian pha¬ 
lanx. In the left w as Ariftomedes the Theffalian 
with twenty thoufand of the Barbarian foot; behind* 
them were plac’d the mod: warlike nations, as a body 
or referye. The king being here in perfon, was at¬ 
tended by three thoufand chofen horfe, the ufual 

guard of his body, and forty thoufand foot, which 
were followed by the Hyrcanian and M^dinn . 



i.nd left, as occafion requir’d. 

The army thus drawn up, was preceded by fix 
thoufand Augers and darters. There was not the 
kail fpacc in the ftraights but was filled with troops >. 
mfoiiiuch that one of the wings extended itfclf to 
lhc mountains, and the otiicr to the fea. The queen 
confort, with Darius’s mother, and the red of the 
women, were received in the center of the army 
tvow Alexander drew up his army fo that the pha- 

l,inx >. wl . llclus the chief Orcngth of the Macedonians 
V "‘" in the lront : the right was commanded by Ni- 

tunor, the fon of Parmenio ; next to him ' were 
VoL ’ 1 - 11 Cicnos, 
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Ctenos, Perdiccas, Meleager, Ptolemy, rmd Arnyn 
tas, with their refpe&ivc corps : on the left (that ex¬ 
tended itfelf to the lea) were Craterus and Parmenio; 
but Craterus had orders to obey Par memo. The 
horfe were plac’d as wings on each fide 5 the Macedo¬ 
nians with the ThefTalians on the right> and the IVlo- 
ponnefians on the left. In the front of all was a bodv 
of {lingers intermix t with archers. The Thracian 
likewife and the Cretans, who were alfo lighd v arm'd, 
advanc’d before the main army. The Agrian, who 
were lately arrived from Greece, were commanded *0 
make head againfl thofe whom Darias had lent before 
to take pofieflion of the top of the mountain. Ta¬ 
king had order’d Pannemo, “ to extend his force, ,0 
“ far as he coaid towards the fea, that they might Le 
4i at a greater diftance from the hills, that the Barbr.- 
6< rians had taken poffeffion of.” But Darius's ra-m 
neither oppos’d the troops that inarch’d againft them, 
nor dark! to furround them when they had p.uVJ 
them, but Bed at the very firfl fight of the flinge;*; 
which fecur’d Alexander’s army front being lianiA! 
from the higher ground, which was what he vro 
afraid of. They march'd thirty two in a rank ; ibv 
the ftraightnefs of the place would not admit or .1 
greater number : but as the paflage between d.c 
mountains, by degrees grew wider and wider, and 
ft retch’d itfelf out into a larger fpace, the loot li.u 
not only room to extend their ranks, but the iw.f< 
had alfo liberty to form their wings on each h!» 

of them. 
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CHAP. X. 


T H E two armies were now in fight of each 
other, but out of the reach of their darts; 
when the Perfians firit gave a confus’d but terrible 
thour, which the Macedonians return’d with advantage, 
ah ho’ fewer in number, by reafbn of the repercufiion 
from the neighbouring hills and woods, which mul¬ 
tiply every found that reach'd them. Alexander rid 
at the licau of his army, making figns with his hand 
to Ids men, not to march too fall, that they might 
not be out of breath, and fo might be able to charge 
the enemy with tire greater fury. Then riding along 
the line, he made a different fpeech to the fevcral 
troops, fuitable to their different difpofitions. “ He 
reminded the Macedonians of their experienc’d 
and harden’d courage, and of their numberlcE 
victories in Europe, and that they were conic thi¬ 
ther voluntarily under his conduit, to fubJue all 
Alia, and to extend their conqudls even to the ut- 
moit bounds of the call. “ That they were the 
deliverers of the oprar'h throughout the whole 
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world, and that having carry\1 their victories as 

far as Hercules and Macdius had formerly done, 

they were to give the law, not only to the Perfians, 

but alfo to ail the nations of the univerfe. Thai 

PaCtia and the* Indies were to be theirs. That 

what they had in view at pi dent w:is but incon/i- 

derablc, in coni parifon of what the viclory pro- 

nudd them. That the broken rocks of lllviictim, 

or tlie barren country of Thrace, ihould no lonoer 

• 

c the reward of their labour ; for now the foods 
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44 of all the eaft were laid before them. That there 
4C would hardly be occafion for their fwords; their 
« very reputation having already made fuch an im- 
44 preflion upon the fearful diffidence of the enemy’s 
44 army, that they might drive them with only their 
44 bucklers. Befides, he invoked his father Philip 
44 the conqueror of the Athenians; and refrefh'd 
44 their memory with their late conqueft of Beotia; 
44 and the raxing its principal city. He put them 
44 alfo in mind of the river Granicus : of the many 
44 towns they had either reduc’d by force, or receiv’d 
44 by fubmiflion. In fine, he reminded them of all 
44 their pafl conquefts.” When he came to the 
Greeks, he told them, 44 that thefe were the people 
44 that had made war upon Greece, through the in- 
46 folence of Darius firit, and then of Xerxes; who 
44 requir’d no lei's than all the water as well as land, 
44 even to the drinking their very fountains dry, and 
44 confuming all their provifions. That thefe were 
44 they who had deftroy’d and burnt the temper of 
44 their gods, taken and plunder'd their towns ; in a 
44 word, had broken through all the laws divine and 
44 human.” As for the Illyrians and Thracian*, v.ho 
were accuftom’d to live by rapine. He bid thorn 
44 behold the army of their enemy, how it glitter’d 
44 with gold and purple, infomuch that they mi^ht 
44 not be laid to carry arms, fo properly as a booty. 
44 That as men, they had nothing to do but to ride 
44 thofe weak women of their gold; and to maki 
44 an exchange of their craggy mountains, andnaDi 
44 tracks, which were perpetually cover’d v.ith ia 
44 and fnow, for the fruitful plains and f:ud> t 
il Pcrfia. 
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CHAP. XI. 

B OTH armies were now within the call of their 
darts, when the Peril an horfe gave a furious 
charge on the left wing of the enemy : for Darius 
was deftrous to decide the matter by the horfe, being 
fenfible that the phalanx was the chief ftrength of the 
Macedonians, and Alexander’s right wing was near 
being furrounded ; which he perceiving, order’d two 
fquaarons to keep polfeffion of the top of the hill, 
and commanded the reft to aftift their fellows who 
were engag’d. Then having drawn off the Thefla- 
lian horfe, he commanded their officer fecretly to fall 
behind the army and join Pannemo, and 
to execute Ms orders. 

By this time the phalanx was in a manner enclos’d 
by the enemy, but vet bravely maintain’d its ground. 
However, as they flood too dole to one another, they 
could not call their darts with freedom ; for thole 
that were flung at the fame time, meeting in the air, 
fo intermingled that they fell with little or *o force, 
very few of them reaching the enemy, and the greatell 
part falling on the ground without doing any execu¬ 
tion. Wherefore they gallantly drew their fvvords, 
and engag’d the Perfians in a dole fight. Here it was 
that a great deal of blood was fpilt: for the two ar¬ 
mies were fo near each other, that they parry’d their 
mutual thrurts with their fwords, directing their points 
in one another’s faces. Here the cowardly or the ti¬ 
morous were not fuller’d to be idle : for joining foot 
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to foot, .they foughtfcftef Qfe&iauner of fingle duel- 
lifts, 'and ke^t the fam^ . fpbt .of;-ground, till having 
(Iain their adveidkry fcftVy made themfelves way; am 

even then a frefh enemy engag’d him that was al¬ 
ready fatigu'd, Befides, the wounded could not, as 
is culternary, withdraw from the tight, the enemy 
preffing upon them in front, and their own men in 
the rear. Alexander not only difeharg'd the duty of 
a general, but alio of a private foldier, and was am¬ 
bitious of killing Darius with his own hand. For 
as he was fo loftily feated in his chariot, that he was 
eafdy feen by all, it was a mighty encouragement to 
his own men to defend him, and at the fame time no 
tefs a provocation to the enemy to attack him. This 
made Oxathres the king’s brother, as foon as he per¬ 
ceiv’d Alexander’s defign, bring the horfe that he 
commanded before Darius’s chariot. He was re¬ 
markable for the fplendor of his arms, as well as for 
his perfonal ftrength, and had a tender afFc&ian for 
the kino;, and diltimnufh’d himfclf very much in his 
defence, killing thole who prefs’d on too raflily, 
and .putting others to Right. But the Macedonians, 
who were alfo near their king, fo encourag’d each 
other, that with him, they broke into the enemies 
horfe. Here the* (laughter was like a meer butchery. 
The noblell commanders lay wallowing in their blood 
round Darius's chariot, having had the fatisfadion of 
his being witnefs to their dying gallantly for his de¬ 
fence : they all fell upon their faces, in the places 
were they fought, having all their wounds in the 
fore part of the body. Among the roll, were to be 
feen Atr/.ycs, Rheomithres, and Sabaces the gover¬ 
nor of Egypt, who had all commanded great armies, 
and round them lay heaps of foot and horfe of an in¬ 
ferior rank. Of the Macedonians there did not (all 
many, but the braved and forwarded among them ; 

Alexander 
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Alexander himfclf being flighdy wounded in the 
(high. The horfes that; drew Darius’s chariot being 
flack in many places, and enrag'd with the pain, began 
to kick and fling, and were like to calt him out of 
hi a feat, when fearing led: he fhould rail alive in¬ 
to the hands of his er.unies, lie leap'd down, and 
mounted a horfe • J'.a: wro ready for th«.t purpofc, in- 
glorioufly flin dn.g av/a.y the tokens of his dignity, left 
they fhould betrav him in his flight. Darius being 
led, tlie remaining part of the army was loon dii- 
}ers'd through fear, every one flinging down thofe 
anus he had taken for i is defence, and making the 

7 O 

he if of his way : fuch being the nature of fear, as to 

dread ever, chat v rich fhov.id protect it. 

I’.wm r.io order e a 1 A / of hone to grrfne thrin 

dunked; and it haprm \l liuu ah* :;ul Iowa. that: 

* • 

wing. But in the ri »iu \wv; tiie l\ifleas p;vfl\i hard 

O sJ J i 

upon the ThciluILn lio.w, and had already broke 
down one of their fpuadrons ; bet the Thcfiaiians 
wheeling about and rallying, charg'd the IVrfans a- 
flt.n with lo much brave re, that laev enfliy routed 

• ^ t « 

their difbrder'd troops, wh.o had krok-.n their lanky 
thinking tlicmfclver iecure of the xicic:/. h he I u* 
fun holies a- well the riders, laiiyg loadc.! w i:h ar • 
niour, could not wheel about hut w.*u great uiific.il- 
tv, and as that is an act that depends on celerity, the 
nimbler Thcikilinns kill’d a creat mar.v of them be- 

r ' ^ # 

lore they coiJd perforin the.r wheel. \V k.en Alcx- 

aiid-'r was inhum'd of hi.. adva. ..!• <• aho on cid -. fide, 
f ^ * 4 

ti;o' lie did not uare in pnri .e the Baiba’'Ians belbie, 

Vet as foon ns lie found lie had ceu'i’d a I'uiruucac a ic- 
# \ %m> 1 

lory, he rdolvcd to purine the enemy. M he king 
had not above a thou land horle with him, and yet he 
made a prodigious daughter of the enemy. But who 
examines into the number of troops either in a \kio- 
r ,v or flight? They were drove therefore by tin's 

II handful 
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handful of men, like fo many fhcep; and the fame 
dear that made them fly, retarded their flight. But 
ithe Greeks that were hir’d by Darius, and command¬ 
ed- by Amyntas (formerly one of Alexander’s lieute¬ 
nants, tho’ now a malecontcnt and a deferter) fepa¬ 
nting themfelvcs from the red, retreated in goud 
order. 

The Earbariar.s, in their confufion, took fcvenJ 

roads; feme took the diredt road to Pcrfia; (on.c 

fetching a com pals, repair'd to the rocks and the cleft: 

woods of the mountains; a fniall body of them be- 

# 

Took themfclvcs to Darius’s camp; but the enemy had 
already enter’d the fame, where they found all man¬ 
ner of riches. There was an immenle treafure of gold 
and flher (which fecni’d rather to be intended for 
pomp and luxury, than for the ufc of the war) which 
fell a prey to the foldiers. And as they increas’d their 
plunder, they lighten’d themfelves by flinging away 
what their a\arice made them think oflefs value in 
comparifon of a richer booty. They were now come 
among the women, who the richer they were clad, 
were by the foldieiy more outragioufly ttrip’d of their 
ornaments: nay, their very bodies were not exempt 
from what power and lull could infpire. The whole 
camp was fill’d with cries and lamentations, accord¬ 
ing to every one’s fortune, there being no fort of evil 
that they did not experience, fince the cruelty and li- 
eentioufnefs of the vittor rag’d through all ranks and 
ages. 

Here was at the fame time, a particular fpecimen 
of the tyranny of fortune; for thole very peribm who 
had dreis’d up Darius’s tent with all the opulent) and 
luxury imaginable, took care of the fame for Alexan¬ 
der, as if he had been their firll: mailer. For this \wis 
the only thing the foldiers had left untouch'd' in com¬ 
pliance with an ancient cuftom, that preferv’d always 

lit 
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the tent of the conquer’d prince, for the reception of 
the victorious. But of all the captives, the mother 
and wife of Darius drew the eyes and reflections of all 
beholders upon them. The firft was venerable, not 
only by her majelly, but alfo by her age ; the latter, 
by her confummaie beauty, which even her prefent 
calamities did not impair. She held in her lap her 
young fon, who did not yet exceed fix years of age, 
and who was in titl’d by his birth, to that vaft fortune 
his father had jail loft. Darius’s two daughters, that 
were then marriagable, loan’d on their grandmother’s 
bofom, not more afHi&ed at their own misfortune, 
than at hers j round about her flood a crowd of noble 
ladies, with their hair and garments torn, unmindful 
of their former fplendor, calling upon die queens 
with the diiiinguiilung titles of majelly and fovereign, 
which once belong’d to them, but now were not ap¬ 
plicable to them. Bat the queens themfelves forget- 
ing their own difafter, were inquifitive in which wing 
Darius fought, and what was his fuccefs ? for they ftill 
deny’d they were prifoners, if the king were fife. At 
the fame time, as he often chang’d horfes, lie was got 
a great way- oft'. There fell of die Pcrfians in this 
action, one hundred thoufand foot, and ten thoufand 
horfe. On Alexander’s fide, there were of the foot, 
five hundred and four wounded, and thirty two kill’d ; 
and of the horfe, one hundred and fifty were /lain. 
So inconfiderable was the lofs that procur’d him fo 
glorious a viftory. 
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CHAP. XII 


T H E king being very much fatigu’d in his pur- 

fuit after Darius, finding that night approach'd, 
and that there were no hopes of overtaking him, re¬ 
turn’d to the camp which his men had a little before 
taken poffiefiion of. Here he invited thofe of his 
friends he was moil familiar with, to an entertain¬ 
ment; for the hurt lie had receiv’d in his thigh, being 
but fkin deep, it did not hinder him from being pre- 
fent at the banquet. But a fudden mournful clamour, 
intermixt with a barbarous outcry from a neighbour¬ 
ing tent, difturbed their merriment. Hereupon the 
band that kept guard at the king’s tent, thinking it 
was the beginning of a greater mifehief, immediately 
took to their arms. The caufe of this unexpected a 
larin, was owing to the cries and lamentation!, of Da¬ 
rius’s mother, his wife, and the reft of the noble Indus 
who believing the kiutu was 1 lain, bewail'd him after 

O O 9 

their country manner, for one of the captive eu¬ 
nuch s, who chanc’d to Hand before their tent, law 
one of the fold iers carrying Darius's cloak, width D 
had call a wav lell it fhould betray him in his lliyht ; 

4 % % 

and judtfing thereby than the kinv was kill’d, had a. 

J V, J / u .J 

tjuaiuted the. queens wili> the lalle Uippofuion. It n 
laid, Alexander being inform’d of the ladies mifbd-e. 
wept in eompailion ot Darius's fortune, and the alive 
donate difpofuion of the women. He tinrefore full 
font Mit!Irenes (who had furrendcr'il Sardis) to tlum 
(he being well utl’J in the Peiiian language) to com- 
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fort them in their afflidion; then reflecting that the 
fight of this traitor might aggravate their grief, he or¬ 
der'd Leonatus, one of his nobles, to allure them, 
that they were in the wrong to lament Darius as dead, 
fince he was actually living. Leonatus taking a few 
arm’d foldiers with him, went accordingly to the tent 
where the royal captives were, and notify'cl that he 
was come thither with a me ft age from the king. But 
they that waited at the entry of the tent, as foon as 
they perceiv'd the men in arms, concluding the fate 
of their mitlrefles was now at hand, run into the tent, 
crying oat, that their la!t hour was come, and that the 
king iiad fent foldiers to kill them. However, the 
queens not being able to make any opposition, and 
not daring to give orders for their coining in, made 
no anfwer at all, but filently expedied the pleafure of 
the conqueror. Leonatus therefore having waited a 
confiderable time for home perfon to introduce him, 
when he found no bod) dar\l to conic to him, leav¬ 
ing his men without, he enter’d into the tent alone ; 
that of itfelf was lufficicnt to frighten the ladies, be- 
caule he ruih'd in without having obtain’d admittance. 
Hereupon Darius's mother and wife, flinging them- 
leives at his feet, implor'd him to grant them leave 
to bury Darius’s corps after the manner of their coun¬ 
try, before he put them to death; telling him, that: 
alter they had perform’d the tail rices to their king, 
thev were ready to Submit to their fate. But Leona- 
tin, to their great far prize, aflur’d them that Darius 
was living, and that for their own parts, they fhould 
not only be in (idety, but be us'd as queens, with all 
me Iplendor of their former grandeur. Upon this 
Daiiai,'}. mother lutier’d her lull to be help'd up. The 
text day ALwancler took care to bury his dead, and 
oulcrki 14 the fame honour to be (hewn to the mofl 

confiderable among the Pa flam, that were fiain.” 
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And gave leave €t to Shigambis to bury as many as 
* ( flie pleas’d, after the manner of the country. But 
fhe was contented to (hew that honour only to fome 
few of her neareft relations, and even in reference to 
them, “ had a regard to her prefent circum Ranees; 
imagining that the pomp that the Perfians ufc on 
that occafion, might be taken ill by the conquerors 
iC who are contented, to burn their own dead with lit - 
“ tie or no ceremony.” Alexander having difeharg’d 
this office to the dead, notify\i to the captive queens, 
that he was coming to pay them a vifit; and leaving 
his attendants without, enter’d the tent with Hcphie- 
{lion only, who of all his friends was molt in his fa¬ 
vour, as having been educated with him: he was privy 
to all his fecrets, and alone had the privilege of {peak¬ 
ing freely to him, even to admomih him upon ocean- 
on ; which liberty he was fo far from abiding, that 
whenever he ufed it, he feem’d to do it rather by the 
king’s per million than of his own authority, and as lie 
was of like age with the king, fo he had rhe advan¬ 
tage of him in the beauty of his perfon. The queens 
therefore nuflaUing him for the king, paid him ho¬ 
mage after their manner; but fome of the eunuchs re¬ 
minding her of her error, and (hewing her which was 
the king, Syfigainbis hung hcrfelf at his feet, plead¬ 
ing ignorance, as never having feen him before. But 
the king lifting her up, faid to her, “ Mother, you 
“ are not miRaken, for he too is Alexander.” Now 
if he had prefer vVl the lame moderation to the end of 
his life, I fhould have efteem’cl him happier than lie 
feem’d to be when he imitated the triumph oi Bac¬ 
chus, after his coiujueil of the fevcral nations from the 
Hellespont to the ocean. He then would have con¬ 
quer’d his pride and his angei, which he afterwards 
found invincible evils. He had not then embm <1 It 
hands in the blood of his friends at tabic : he would 
then have been aftuun’d to put to death thole jenow it- 
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ed warriors (who had help’d him to conquer l*o 
many nations) without io much as giving them a 
hearing. But at that time, the greatnefs of his for¬ 
tune had not got poffeiTion of his mind, fo that he 
bore its firft beginning with moderation and prudence, 
tho’ at Iait fhe grew too vaft for his capacity. At frit 
he behav’d himfelf fo as to excel all the kings before 
him, in clemency and continency; for his deport¬ 
ment towards the royal virgins, was fo religioufly 
virtuous, though they were perfect beauties, that he 
could not have aded with more referve, had they 
been his own fillers : and as for Darius’s wife, not- 
with handing her beauty was fuch as to be exceeded 
bv none of her time, he was fo far from offering vio¬ 
lence to her, that he took due care that no body elfe 
thou Id offer that nlagc to his captives. He com¬ 
manded “ all manner of refpeft to be paid to the 
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“ royal ladies,” infomuch that there was nothing 
wanting to their primitive magnificence tho 1 in cap" 
tivity, except confidence in the conqueror. Syfigam- 
bis therefore addrefs’d herielf to him in this manner: 

“ You deferve. Sir, that we fliould offer up trie 
fame vows for you that we formerly made for 
Darius; for as far as I can fee, you deferve it, 
having furpafs’d him not only in good fortune, but 
“ alio in clemency. You are pleas’d to call me mo- 
u tlier and queen, but 1 acknowledge myfelf to bo 
u your fervant ; for notwithitanding I am able tr> 
bear my former dignity, yet I find I can conform 
myfelf to my prefent servitude. But it is for your 
glory and honour, that you exprefs the power you 
have over us, rather by your clemency and good- 
ncls, than by your anger and feveriry.” 'fhe king 
hereupon “ bid them not be dejected,” and then 
took Darius’s lbn in his arms, who was fo /ar from 
being frighten’d, tho' it was the firit time lie had 

feen 
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fecn him, that he put his hands about his neck ; 
the king was fo mov’d at the child’s conltancy, that 
turning to Hephteftion he laid, “ How glad ihould 
“ I be, if Darius had had fomething of this child’s 
“ difpofition.” Then taking his leave of the queer, 
he went away ; and having can fed three altars to be 
created on the bank of the river Pinarus, in honour 
of Jupiter, Hercules, and Minerva, he inarch’d into 
Syria, fending Pannenio before to Damafcus, where 
the king’s treafure was kept. 
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P Armenio underftanding that one of Darius’s lieu¬ 
tenants was gone before him, and apprehending 
that the I'm all number he had with him might appear 
contemptible to the enemy, had refolv’d to lend for 
a reinforcement, but it happened that a certain iVJar* 
dian fell into the hands of his fcouts, who being 
brought to Pannenio, deliver’d to him letters from 
the governor of Damafcus to Alexander, telling him 
withal, “ That he did not doubt but the laid gover- 
“ nor intended to delivv r up to him all the Ling’s 
furniture and inotuv.” Pannenio ha\inv let a 

« V. ^ 

guard upon him, opens the letter, in which u.i,, 
writ, “ That Alexander fhould lend, with expun- 
“ lion, one of his generals with a fundi body <•! 

men.” Upon this information, Parmenio nut 
back the Mardian, with a hnall guard to the ir.iiior. 
But he making Iris efcape, arriv’d at Damafcus bt foie 

clay. T'his made Parmenio fomcwLai uneafy, for 1 v 

bee .a 






began to fufpeft fome ambufcade might be laid for 
him, and therefore was afraid to march without a 
guide ; however, confiding in the good fortune of 
]iis prince, he order’d fome peafants to be intercepted 
to ferve him as guides, and his men having quickly- 
found fome, he reach’d the town on the fourth day, 
when the governor began to think his letter had not 
been credited. Wherefore pretending to diitrult the 
jlrength of the place, before the fun was up, he or¬ 
der’d the king’s money and the molt valuable move¬ 
ables, to be brought forth, pretending to fly, but 
in reality to deliver the booty to the enemy. He 
was accompany’d out of town by a great many thou- 
fand men and women, a deplorable fpectacle to all 
the fpeftators, except him to whole care they were 
committed. For chat he might be the better re- 
warded for his treachery, he intended to deliver to 
the enemy a more acceptable booty than that of 
money ; viz. feveral noblemen, with the wives and 
children of Darius’s governors. Befides thefe, there 
v\ere the ambaffadors of the Greek towns, all which 


Darius had put into his treacherous tuition, as into 
a place of fafety. The Perfians call thole who carry 
burthens on their fhouiders, Gangabie. Thefe men 
not being able to endure the cold (for there had fallen 
a great deal of fnow, and befides it was a hard froll) 
p.u on the rich garments of gold and purple, with 
which they were loaded as well as with money : no 
body daring to oppofo their fo do in.-,, the king’s hard 
late having render’ll him i mitcmptible even to the 
uhlt wretches. This multitude feem’d at fir 11 to 


Parmcnio to be no del pi cable army ; he therefore 
Doing made a fiiort fpcceh to hi - men to animate 
‘ i! *d encourage them, commanded them “ to dap 
Ipurs to their horles, and to charge the enemy vi- 
goroully but thole that carry’ll the burthens. 
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perceiving what was doing, flung down their loads, 
and took to their heels out of fear. The foldicn. 
that followed them, being alfo intimidated, call a- 
way their arms, and fled to the bye-ways they were 
well acquainted with ; the governor himfelf counter¬ 
feiting fear likewife, had caus’d a general confufion. 
The king’s riches lay fcatter’d up and down the 
fields; viz. that money that was] to pay fo vail an 
army, with the rich apparel of fo many noblemen 
and women ; golden velfels, gold bridles, tents a- 
dorn’d with regal magnificence, chariots forfaken 
by their drivers, loaded with infinite riches j info- 
much that it would have been a difmal fight even to 
the plunderers themfelves, if it was poflible for an 
thing to make an impreflion on avarice. Here 
to be feen all that immenle treafure and rich farnhm* 
(.that had been heaping up in fo long a com if m 
profperity, thatalmoft exceeded all belief) expos'd ;o 
be pillaged, fome things being tom from the buiko 
where they hung, others dug out of the mire v. hmr 
they lay. There were not hands enough to gu. • 
this plunder. By this time ihofe that fled. \vi/. 
overtaken : there were a great many women auieni; 
them, whereof fome were dragging along their Inf.,* 
children by the hand. Here were alfo three maiAn 
ladies, the daughters of Ochus, who had reign'd L.i 
before Darius : they had fallen from their jran:: 
rank and dignity by the former change of aflah. : 
but now fortune feem’d cruelly to aggravate ;i < •’ 
calamity. In this crowd there was, lidde the v. iv 
of Ochus, and the daughter of Oxaties, Darius': ! : 
thcr, with the wife of Artabazus (who wa i tin. mil 
nobleman of ferfia) and his fon mim'd liio.v. 
With thefe were abb taken the wife and ton of f 
cabazus, to whom Darius had given the comnuuni 
the maritime coait 3 Mentor's three daughters, ai-* 1 i 1 <’ 
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wife and fon of that noble captain, Memnon. 
In fine, there was hardly any noble family that did 
not (hare in the misfortune. Here were taken alfo, 
ieveral Lacedemonians and Athenians, who contrary 
to the league with Alexander, had fided with the 
Perfans ; Ariftogiton, Dropides, and Iphicrates, con- 
fderable people among the Athenians both for their 
birth and renown ; Faufippus, Onomaftorides, with 
Monimus and Callicratides, who were likewife con- 
fulerable men among the Lacedemonians. The fum 
of coin’d money that was taken, amounted to two 
thoufand and fixty talents; the wrought filver was 
equal to five hundred talents in weight ; bcfides all 
which, there were thirty thoufand men, and feven 
thoufand beads of burthen taken. But the gods 
quickly punifh’d the betrayer of fo much wealth ; 
for one he had imparted the matter to, retaining dill 
a veneration for Darius, even in his calamity, cut off 
the traitor’s head, and carry’d it to the king, as a 
feafonable comfort to a prince fo foully betray'd ; 
for he not only was reveng’d of his enemy, but had 
moreover the fatisfadtion to find that all his fuhjetts 
had not loft the refpedt and fidelity that was due to 
the dignity of majefty. 



OUIN- 


Quintus Curtius. B. IV 



QUINTUS CURTIUS. 




BOOK 


IV. 


^4*!* 4a' V 4*44 Q •‘• , 7 f ' ; P 444 444 4 '} 4 


C II A P. I. 

D ARIUS, who but a lit:!e while Hn cc ' r '• 

at the head of fo powerful an army, lid! ■; 
in his chariot more alter the munmi Tb 
triumphing general, than ef one that a tv- 
going to give battle to his enemy, was now forced ;o 
a fhamcful flight through thofe places he had lately 
hlhcl with his numerous troops, but were now, l>y 
his misfortune, become dcfolale and wade. Some 
few followed their king, for the broken army did not 
all take one road ; and as the king chang’d horfes fre¬ 
quently, his followers not having the fame advan¬ 
tages, could not keep pace with him. He fir ft came 
to Unchx, where he was received by four thou fund 
Greeks, who guarded hi in to the Euphrates ; for he 

look’d 
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look’d upon that only to be hh now, that he could 
bv his expedition prevent the tuenn ’s Lizing. in 
the mean time Alexander gave ord< rs to I'armcnio, 
who had taken the boo y at Damaflus, to place a 
good guard over it, as alio upon the prifoners, and 
made him governor of Syria, which they call Ode. 
But the Syrians could not at hi,l brook the new-go¬ 
vernment, becaufe they had not v.t mflicicntly tilt 

* • • • 

the lCOiirge of the war; ho\\e\cr, bJng fuppreD’d 
at fall as they revolted, they were glad at lall to con¬ 
form to its orders. 

Aradus, which is an bland, was about this time fur- 
rentier’d to Alexander Snato, who was king of that 

■% . _ O 

illand. had alio the hr. crcipntv cf tnc maritime conic, 

c - • * 

and a conftderable inland territoiy. 

Alexander having receiv’d his fnbmiiTion, and taken 
hint into his protection, march’d 1.: - army to Marnrhos. 
Here letters were brought Lina from i.Xudas, at which 

V. ' 7 

he was very much incens’d, ta*:y being writ in a \crv 
haughty ilyle: bur what vext hira moll was, that 
Darius then writ himfelf kina:, w about ci\ing Alex- 

Cm 7 v. » O 

under that title, and requir'd, rail:ex titan deiir'd, 
“ That he would rcilore to him his mother, wife and 
“ children, promifing for their ranfont as much mo- 
“ ney as all Macedonia was worth ; and as for the 
u empire, he would try for it again, if he pleas’d, 
i( in a fair field. At the fame time he advis’d him, 
if he was Hill capable of wholefome advice, to be 
contented with his own dominions, and to retire 
“ from that empire he had no right to ; and from be- 
Cl ing an enemy, to become a friend and ally, he 
“ being ready both to give and receive any engagements 
on that account.” To this letter Alexander made an- 
fwer much after this manner : “ King Alexander to 
“ Darius; That prince whole name you have taken, 
having committed great hostilities on thole Greeks, 

who 
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who inhabit the coaft of the Hellefpont, and alfo on 
the Ionian colonies, who are alfo Greeks, put to Tea 
with a powerful fleet and army, and invaded IVlace- 
“ donia and Greece. After him Xerxes, who was a 
prince of the fame family, ?*ttack'd us with an infi¬ 
nite number of Barbarians; and notwithstanding he 
was beaten at fea, yet he left Mardonius in 
Greece, to pillage the cities in his abfence, and 
burn the country. Befldes all which, who does 
not know that my father Philip was inhumanly 
murder’d by thofe you had bafely corrupted with 
your money? You make no fcruple to enter upon 
impious wars, and altho' you do not want anm, 
you unworthily fet a price upon the heads of your 
enemies, yourfelf having given a late inftance of 
that, in offering a thoufand talents to him that 
u would murder me, tho 1 you had fo mighty an 
army at command. It is plain therefore, that J 
am not the aggrelfor, but repel force by force ; and 
the gods, who always fide with the juft caufe, have 
already made me mafter of great part of Afia, aid 
given me a fignal victory over you yourfelf. 
<c However, tho’ you have no reafon to expect any 
“ favour at my hands (fince you have not fo much as 
i€ obferv’d the laws of war towards me) yet if you 
“ come to me in a fuppliant manner, I promile you 
t% fhall receive your mother, wife and children with¬ 
out any ranfom at all. I know how to conquer, 
and how to ufe the conquer'd. If you are afraid to 
venture your perfon with me, I am ready to give 
you fu reties, for your doing it with lafety : now I 
would have you remember for the future, when 
you write to me, that you are writing not only to 
a king, but alfo to your king." Therfippus was 
charg’d with this letter. After this he defeended into 

Phoenicia* where the city of Biblos was furrendred io 

him, 
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him, from whence he march’d to Sydon, a city fa¬ 
mous for its antiquity, and the fplendour of its foun¬ 
ders. Strato was king there, and had receiv’d fuc- 
cours from Darius: but becaufe the town had been 
furrender’d to him, more by the agreement of the 
inhabitants than by Strato’s own confent, Alexander 
judging him unworthy of the crown, gave leave to 
Hcphaeftion “ to bellow the crown on him, that 
“ the Sydonians Ihould think mofl worthy of that 
41 honour.” Hephaeftion was lodg’d with two young 
noblemen of coniiderable note, among the Sydonians, 
he therefore offer'd them the kingdom, but they re¬ 
fus’d it, telling him that it was contrary to the laws 
of the country, “ to admit of any one to that dig- 
“ nity, that was not of the royal family.” Here¬ 
upon Hephaellion, admiring their greatnefs of foul, 
which made them flight what others covet at any price 
of danger, encouraged them “ to per fill in tliat 
“ virtuous difpofition, lince they were the firfl tJiat 
“ nnderllood how much greater it was to defpife a 
" kingdom than to accept of it.” However, he 
defir’d them “ to name one of the royal race, who 
“ might remember he receiv’d that dignity at their 
“ hands.” 

They feeing a great many making intcreft for the 
obtaining that dillinguifiling rank, courting the fa¬ 
vour of Alexander’s friends, in hopes to obtain it, 
declar’d, 46 that none deferv’d it better than Abdo- 
“ lominus, who, tho’ remotely of kin to the royal 
‘‘ family, was reduc’d thro’ poverty to cultivate a 
" garden for a final 1 ilipencl in the fuburbs of the 
“city.” His virtue and probity were the came of 
hi poverty, as it happens to many ; and as he kept 
<-!ole to his daily labour, he was out of the noife of 
a ns, which at that time Ihook all Afia; but on the 
hidden the two gentlemen before-mentioned enter’d 
the garden, with the royal apparel, where they found 

Abda- 
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Abdolominus pulling up the weeds and ufelefs plants. 
When they had faluted him king, one of them told 
him, “ He mail make an exchange of his mean ap. 
“ parel, for thofe royal robes he beheld in his 
handsand therefore bid him “ wafh his body 
“ that was covered with dirt and filth, and take up 
“ a kingly fpirit, and advance his continency and 
“ moderation, to that high fortune he was worthy 
“ of; and when he fhould be feated in the rovai 
“ throne, and had in his power the life and death'of 
“ his citizens, not to forget the condition he was in 
“ when the crown was conferr’d upon him ; rav, 
“ in truth, for which he was chofen king.” This 
difcourfe appeared to Abdolominus like a dream, and 
he would now and then afk them, “ If they wav in 
“ their fenfes to ridicule him after fo odd a manner r ’ 
But as he was How in complying, they caus’d hint 
to be wafh’d, and having cloath’d him with a purple 
garment, interwoven with gold, and by their oaths 
fatisfy’d him they were ferious, and that he was really 
pitch’d upon to be king, he accompany’d them to the 
palace. The rumour of what was done (as it ufunlly 
happens) foon fpread itfelf over the town, and fomc 
were pleas’d with it, while others were incens’d. The 
rich reprefented to Alexander’s friends his mean con¬ 
dition and poverty. Wherefore the king having or¬ 
dered him to be brought before him : and having 
view’d him well, lie faid his perfon did not difagive 
with the account of his extra&ion, but he ddirkl 
him to inform him how he had born his poverty r 
r To which he reply V, “ Would to God J may be 
“ able to bear the weight of the crown, with the 
“ fame tranquility of mind ; for thefe haiuk ot 
“ mine have fufticicntly fupply’d my wants, and 
“ I had nothing, fo I wanted nothing.” The king 
taking this anfwer as a token of a noble difpofition, 
not only commanded Strato’s royal furniture to he tie- 

4 I'M 

liver i! 



B. IV. 


Quintus Curtius. 


*95 


time that whatever lie could get poftcilion of. 


a 


i< 


liver'd to him, butalfo prefented him with aconfidera- 
ble part of thePerfian booty, adding the adjacent terri¬ 
tory to his jurifdiftion. In the mc..n time Amyntas (who 
ivc faid before had left Alexander, and was fled to 
the Perfians) was come to Tripolis with four thou- 
(and Greeks who had follow’d him, after the laft bat¬ 
tle, there having fhipped off his ioldiers, lie fail’d to 
Cyprus ; and as every one thought at that Juncture 
or 

would be his own of right, he reiolv’d to go to 
Eg-»pt, being now an enemy to both kings, and re - 
folving to conform hinifeIf to tlie mutability of the 
times. Making therefore a fpccch to his foldiers, he 
gave them mighty hopes of fucceeding in fo great an 
at tempt, and reminded them, “ that Sabaces, who 
was governor of Egypt, was kill’d in the battle, 
that the Periian forces were without a leader, and 
“ were but few in number ; and that the Egyptians, 
who were always difiatisfy’d with their governors, 
would look upon them rather to be their friends 
“ than their enemies. 

Necdfity put him upon trying all things. For 
when men arc difappoinred of their firft hopes, they 
Io-A upon the future to be preferable to the prefent : 
hereupon the f’oluiers unanimoufly agree to follow 
him vdicrc-evcr he Ihould lead them ; and he think¬ 
ing it prudence not to give them time to alter their 

Ci ... them into the haven of Pelufiium, 
pr. (ending he was font thither before by Darius.” 
Ha*, tag got pofleflion of Pclufiuni, he advanc’d to 
iWea-i -ds; the rumour of his arrival being fpread up 
•"d down, the Kg\piiam% out of their natural levity, 
nh.uh in,b vs than litter for innovations, than for 
any eonfdciablc peiformances, came out of their 
town, and villages with a dclign to aflill him to dc- 
ilroy the Petlian gam lb ns ; who, notwithilanding 
they were alarm’d at the fuddennefs of the entcrprife, 

did 
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did not caft away all hopes of maintaining their 
ground: but Amiyntas haying got the better of them 
in a fet battle, drove them into the town, and having 
pitch’d his camp, he led his victorious army out to 
pillage and deftroy the country; and as if every thing 
now lay at his mercy, he ravag'd whatever belong'd 
to the enemy. Wherefore Mazaces, notwithftanding 
he knew his men weredifhearten'd by their late over¬ 
throw, reprefented to them, “ that the enemy was 
* ( difpers’d up and down,. being altogether carelefs on 
€( the account of their late vidory, and that they 
** might with eafe recover what they had loll." 

This counfel was no lefs prudent in its reafon, than 
happy in the event, for they kill’d them every man, 
their leader perilhing among the reft: thus Amyntas 
was punifh'd for his treachery to both kings, fbr he 
prov’d as falfe to him he went over to, as to him he 
had deferred. Darius’s lieutenants that had furviv d 
the battle at IfTus, having got together the fcanerd 
forces that had fled from them, and rais’d (vha: men 
they could in Cappadocia and Paphlagonia. refoiv d 
to try to recover the country of Lydia. Anrigonus 
was governor there for Alexander, who notwithhand¬ 
ing he had fait the greatefl part of his garri(on c to 
ftrengthen the king’s army, yet defpifxng the Barba¬ 
rians, he drew out his men, and gave them bat tin. 

Here fortune fhew’d hcrfelf conftant to.Alexander’s 


fide, for the Perflans were routed in three engacc- 
ments fought in three feveral provinces. About t»ii 
time the Macedonian fleet failing from Greece our- 
came Arillomcncs, whom Darius had fent to recover 
the coall: of the Hell efpont, and either took or funk 
all his fliip-3. On the other fide, Pharnabazus, atiir..- 
ral of the Perfian fleet, having forc’d the Milcfair to 
pay a coriiidcrablc fum of money, and put a gairifon 
into Chius, fail’d wiih a hundred fhips to Amiro*, 
and from thence to Syphmrs, leaving a garrifon a!iu 
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in thofe iflands, and exading a fum of money from 
them by way puniihment. The great war between 
the two molt powerful princes of Europe and Aha, 
in hopes of an univenal empire, had likevvife put 
Greece and Crete in arms; for Agis, king of the 
Lacedemonians, having got together eight thoufand 
Greeks, who were return’d home, having made'their 
efcape from Cilicia, inarch'd againfl Antipater, go¬ 
vernor of Macedonia. The Cretans, according as 

~ IJ 

they chang’d their Tides, were fometimes garriion’d 
by Spartans, and fometimes by the Macedonians: but 
tliefe were but trifling quarrels, and hardly worth 
fortune’s concern, who feem’d wholly taken up with 
that war on which all the reft depended. 


9 

4 - 
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CHAP. II. 

T H E Macedonians had already made themfelves 
mailers of all Syria, and of all Phoenicia, ex¬ 
cepting Tyre, and the king was encamp’d upon the 
continent, from which the town is feparated by a nar¬ 
row fea. Tyre is the moft confiderable city of eitlier 
Syria or Phoenicia, both for its largenefs as well as 
Fame, and tlierefore expected rather to be admitted 
into Alexander’s friendlhip as an ally, than to become 
fubjedl to his empire. On this account they font him 
aprefentof a gold crown, and a large quantity of 
provisions for his army ; all which the king graciouily 
accepted of as from friends: then turning to the am- 
baffadors, “ he told them he intended to facrifice to 
“ Hercules, who is in greateft veneration with the 
u Tyrians; that thjp kings of Maccdon look’d upon 
Vol. L I " them- 
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<e themfelves to be defcended from that god; and 
41 that he was moreover advis’d by the oracle to ac- 
<c quit himfeif ef that devotion.” To this the am- 
bafladors anfwer’d, “ That there was a temple dedi- 
“ cated to Hercules without the town, in a place 
xe called the Paltetyrus, where the king, if he pleas kf, 
* c might difeharge that duty .’ 7 T'liis anfwcr fo in¬ 
flam'd Alexander, who could not command his paflion 
on a lefs provocation, that he fpoke to them in thk 
manner, “ I perceive that becaufe you live in anilland, 
you truft lo much to the fituation of your city, that 
you defpife my land army ; but in a little time {'il 
make you know you are on the continent; and 
therefore ’-mow, I’ll either be admitted into the 
66 town, or r-I take it by force.” 

As they weie u-turning with this anfwcr, fonte cf 
the king’s friends endeavoured to perfuade them 
<c not to deny the king entrance into their city, unte 
the whole province of Syria and Phoenicia had fib- 
* £ mitted to him.” But they relying on the iirengb 
of the place, rcfolved to endure the fiege ; lor de 
town was divided from the continent by a narrow kv 
of about four furlongs in breadth, which is na.cn 
expos’d to the fouth-weft wind, which when it rag'd, 
beat the waves fo violently agaittft the fhore, that the 
Macedonians could not carry on their work of com¬ 
munication between the continent and the iil.md 
Hay, they had much ado to work when the fca \u> 
calm; but when it is dillurbki by this wind, v.hu 
ever is call into it, is carrykl away by the violent 
motion of the waver,: nor could there be any hue- 
dation laid fo (Irong, but the waters would <att : c.i 
way through the joints of the work; and when;., 
wind was hidn it would carry the waters alnu r u 

V * 

hitrhcll part. Besides tin, difficulty, there va-- ano 
ther of no Ids couiequenec, viz. the wall.-* 
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towers of the town were furrounded with a very deep 
fea, fo that they could not plant any battering engines 
again!! them, but upon fhips at a great difiance, and 
it was impoliible to apply ladders to the walls. Now 
Alexander had no Slipping, and if he had had any, they 
might eafily have been kept off by darts from the 
town; befides, the waters keeping them in a con¬ 
tinual motion, would have made their machines inef¬ 
fectual. Beiides all which, there was an accident, 
which, tho’ but inconfiderable in itfelf, yet ferv'd to 
encourage the Tyrians. 

Am ball ado rs were come from the Carthaginians to 
offer their annual facrilice to Hercules, according to 
die cnilojn of the country ,* for the Tyrians having 
founded Carthage, were in great clfeem with the 
Carthaginians, wlio refpeCled them as their parents. 
Thefe am ballad ors exhorted them ££ to undereo the 
“ fiege with couiagc, and they ihould in a little time 
“ receive fuccour from Carthage;” for at that time 
the Carthaginians were very powerful at fea. Hav¬ 
ing therefore refolv’d upon a war, they difpofe their 
engines on their walls and towers, diltribucc anus to 
their youth, and fill their work-houfes with artificers, 
uith which the city abounded. In line, the whole 
town was taken up with the preparations lor the war: 
they provided themfelvcs with grappling irons, crows, 
and other inventions for the defence of towns; but 
when the iron was put into the forge, as they were 
blowing the fire they perceiv'd little dreams of blood 
under the Haines, yvhich the Tyrians interpreted as an 
ill omen to the Macedonians ; and it happened that 
one of Alexander’s foJdiei^, in the breaking of his 
bread, obferved drops of blood to nic out of it. 
The king being; foinevvlr.it alarm’d at this accident, 
confultcd Ariflnnder (who was the moll fkilful m all 
the Jbolhiaycrs) about the meaning of it, who told 

i z him. 
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him, u That if the blood had flown from without, 
“ it would have portended evil to the Macedonians; 
“ but as it proceeded from the inward parts, it prog- 
cc nofticated mifchief to the city he was going to 
Ci befiege.” As Alexander’s fleet was at a great di- 
Jftance, and as a long fiegc would be detrimental to 
Tils other defigns, he fent heralds to them to invite 
them to peaceful terms ; but the Tyrians, contrary 
to the law of nations, murthered and call them head¬ 
long into the fea. This foul ufage fo exafperated the 
king, that he refolv’d upon the fiege, but he was 
•Arft of all obliged to make a pier, to join the con¬ 
tinent and the town. Hereupon the fcldiers “ were 
f( feiz’d with, the utmoil deipair, feeing the fca was 
<c fo very act p, and that they look’d upon it to be iin- 
K( pofiible for even with the divine afiiftancc, to 

Ki fill it up ; w here fliould they And ftones large enough 
€i or "trees tali enough for fo prodigious a work 
Ancc whole countries would hardly afford enough for 
the purpofe ; the narrownefs of the ftrait making the 
fea always rough, and the clofer it was confin’d, the 
more it rag’d. However, the king, who was net 
now to learn how to manage the ioldiers minds, al¬ 
lur’d them, “ That Hercules had appear'd to hn.i 
44 in a dream, and taking him by the hand feem’d to 
44 conduct him into the city.” At the fame time \x 
reminded them 44 of the baibarous ufage to his ho 
44 raids, of the violation of the law of nations, a.d 


44 that it was a frame the courfe of their vklonw 
44 frould be flopp’d by a fingk- town.” T’hen he 
charg’d the captains to lilence the mimmu rings of tluir 
refpeilivc foldiers; and having animated all of than, 
he let about the work. There was great plenty oi 
itones at hand, in the ruins of the old town, ami 
mount Libanus fupply’d them with materials for their 
boats and towers. 'The work was already fwellhi io 
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the bulk of a mountain from the bottom of the fen, 
but yet k did not reach the furface of the water ; and 
the farther it advanc'd into the fea, the eafier what¬ 
ever was caff therein, was Avallowcd up by the deep 
abyfs. While the Macedonians were thus employ'd, 
the Tyrians came out in thek boats, and in a fcofiing 
manner upbraided them “ with carrying burden? on 
“ their backs like hearts, they who were fuch mighty 

“ warriors: 5? They alio a ik'd them, “ whether 

# ^ 

“ Alexander waa greater than Neptune r” Thefe in- 
fults ferv’d very much to animate the folcliers. By 
this time the work began to fhew irfelf above the 
water, and to increafe in breadth, drawing nearer to 
the town. 

When the Tyrians beheld the bulk of the pier* 
(which the fea had hinder'd them before from oblerv- 
ing how it encreas’d) they came out in little boats, 
;eiu row'd round the work (which was not yet join'd 
to the i/lancl) attacking with their darts tiiofe that 
guarded it. And as they wounded feverai without a 
return (they being able to advance or retire as they 
picas’d) die Macedonians were forc'd to interrupt the 
work for fome time to defend d w m fe! ves. 'Ike king 
therefore causal [kins and fails to be liretchhl out be¬ 
fore the workmen to protect them from the darts, and 
rais'd two towers at the head of the pier, from whence 
the Macedonians might, with cafe, annoy with their 
darts, tho/e of the enemy (hat pak'd under in boats. 
On the other fide the Tyrians having landed fome of 
their foldiers at a confidcrable dirtancc, fo as not to 
be perceiv'd by the Macedonians, fell upon thofe that 
were fetching Hones, and cut them to pieces. And on 
mount Libanus the Arabian pea fan ts aifack'd the dif¬ 
fers’d Macedonians and kill’d about diirty of them, 
taking alio fome of them pr-iloners. 
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crraw-1, and thereby ruiPd the 


H I vS made Alexander divide his army, and that 
he might not be thought to lie idle before a 
Jingle city, he committed the iiege to Perdiccas and 
O ate res* p.nd march’d himfelf with a flying camp 
into Arabia, in the mean time the Tyrians fated 
out a very large (hip, and loaded it to the ftern- 
V-.trd it it d o: i v.and 

ftcin of it very !vgh, and having befmear'd it with a 
great quantity of pitch and brhalftone, they row'd it 
along, and its fails gathering a great deal of wind, 
they foon work’d it up to tire pier. They that were 
on board, having fet fire to the forecaftlc, leap’d into 
little boats that follow’d for that purpofe. The fhip 
thus on firj, quickly communicated its flames to a 
great diilance, which, before any help could be 
brought, had took hold of the towers and other works 
at the head of the bank ; and they who were in the 
little boats, ply’d the works with burning torches, 
and other combuftible materials, proper to feed the 
conflagration : the fire had already gain’d the very 
top of the towers, where fome of the Macedonians 
per idl’d in the flames, while others flinging away 
their arms, call thcmfelves into the fca : but the Ty¬ 
rians, who chofc rather to take them alive than to 
kill them, having lam’d their hands with flicks and 
Hones fo as altogether to difable them, took them 
into their boats with fafety. The works were not 
only con fum'd by the fire, but the wind happening to 
be high that day, put the fca into fo great a ferment. 
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that the waves beating furioufly upon the pier, and 
having loofened the joints of the work, the water 
forc’d its way through the middle of the pier. 
When the ilones on which the earth was cafi, were 
w a fil'd away, the whole dr nature funk into the deep, 
fo that Alexander at his return from Arabia hardly 
found any footdeps left of fo vaft a pile. Here, as 
it is ufual in disappointments, one cad the fault upon 
another ; when they might all with more reafon have 
fix'd it on the tempeftuoufiiefs of the fca. The kintr 
therefore giving directions for a new pier, order’d 
that the front of it ihould be carry’d on again ft the 
wind, whereas the fide of the old one lay expos’d to 
it: this was done, that the other works, lying as it 
were under the flicker of the forepart, might be fc- 
cur’d thereby. He alfo augmented the breadth of 
it, that the towers being built in the middle might be 
lefs fubjeft to the enemies darts. Whole trees, with 
their arms and branches, were cad into the fca, 
upon which they flung great heaps of ftoncs; thefe 
were cover’d with a new courfe of trees, which they 
cover’d again with earth, till by fucccflive lays of 
trees, ftoncs and earth, the whole work became one 
fond bod)*. The Tyrians at the fame time omitted 
nothing that ingenuity could invent to render the 
Macedonians labour incdcdlual. Tire greateft help 
they received was from their divers, who entering 
the waters out of the enemies fight, fwam down un¬ 
perceiv’d to the very pier, and with hooks dragg’d 
after them the branches that duck out of the dones, 
which drew along with them the other materials into 
the deep. The trunk of their trees being thus dif? 
charg’d of their load, were cafi Iy remov’d; fo that 
the foundation falling, the whole fuperflruclure fol¬ 
low'd. While Alexander was thus perplex’d in 
wind, and deliberating with hi mil* If whether he 

1 4 fhould 
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fhouM continue the fic^e, or be gone, his fleet o> 
portum-iy cirri'. \l from Cyprus; and at the fame 
Oleander with heir recruits from Greece. The kV..> 
eTidth r,B ihet, viva"\ corn! tied of one hundred an,! 
rit-irv into two fen aclror.s; the one was conn 
r.; Ted in i'T.ymvrovas kavj of Cyprus, ar.d eh 
terns; the other he commanded himfeif in the no•.. * 
'uHe'-\ Bet all ho' the Tvrians had a fleet, \:t 
they did no: dare to venture a fea font with Ah::- 

/ L* 

i.ncer ; ar.d therefore they plac’d ail their trTvs 
under their wail?. However, the king attack’d i ■ m 
there, and fi:i.k them. The next day -Alcx:.:uhr 
brought his whole feet up to the walk, whhii lie 


r * 

a- 
. 1 


i * t\ 

f 

>44 % * 


barter hi on r.T fid.es. with hi" rrg ; "C' ? bat 
vith thofc they call rams. The Tyrians on tL.r 
part were very cik’gc/.t in repairing the damage, ard 
be can to build a r.ev/ wall within the old one, tl;u u 

o % * 

cafe this fell they might fill have that for their de¬ 
fence. But they were now prefs’d on all fidcs; for 
the pier v/as advanc’d within the caft of a dart, r.r.d 
the ileet funounded the walls; fo that they were 
annoy’d both from the fea and land at the fame time. 
For the Macedonians had fatten’d their galleys tv.o 
and two, Bern to fern; fo that their ferns were as 
fax diilant from each other as the interval would per¬ 
mit. This interval between fern and fern v,;n 
made good with fail-yards and ftrong plank? laid 
acrofs and fatten’d together, and over thcle, bridge- 
were laid for the foldiers to {land upon. In thi- or¬ 
der they were low’d to the city; and the foldkr, 
from thefe bridges, ply’d the befieged with their 
darts, they themfclves being out of danger, b\ ren¬ 
te n the prows cover’d them. It was midnight \\lun 
the king commanded the ileet to furround the u»\u; 
in die order we before deferib’d; and when the 

'Tyrians faw the fhips draw near the city on all i ks 

tun 
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tlieir hearts began to fail them; but on die fudden 
die iky was overcall: witli thick clouds, which pre- 
fently intercepted the light that appear’d about that 
time: then the fca by degrees became more horrible, 
and began to work high, and the wind Hill encrea- 
fing, the waves fwelPd prodigioufly, dafliing the 
Ihios one againll another. The -violence of the tem- 
pett was fuch, that die bands that fatten'd the galleys 
were broke, the fcaitblds and bridges fell with a 
dreadful noife, and drew the foldiers along with 
them into the deep : and the Clips that were ty’d 
together, were not to be govern'd in fo high a fca. 
'ihe foldiers were a hindrance to the feamen, and the 
ft amen diiturb’d the foldiers in their duty; and as it 
fieijuently happens in fuch cafes, the lkilful were 
forc’d to obey the ignorant. For the pilots, who at 
other times were us’d to command, being threaten’d 
with death, obey’d the orders of others. At length 
the fea, as if overcome by the obftinacy of the row¬ 
ers, refign’d the fhips to their refeuers; and they 
leach’d the fliore, altho 1 molt of them much fhac- 
rer'd. About this time there came thirty ambaffa- 
vlors from Carthage, being rather a comfort than a 
help to tlie befieged ; for they gave them to under- 
hand, “ that the Carthaginians were thcmfelves fo 
“ engag’d in war, that they did not now fight for 
empire, but for fafery." The Syracufans were at 
tin’s time dettroying Africa with lire and (word; and 
were encamp'd not far from the walls of Carthage. 
The Tyrians however were not difeourag’d, tho’ ciif- 
•ippointed of fo conliderable an expectation; but de¬ 
livering their wives and children to thefe ainbaflhdors 
to be tranfported to Carthage, refolv'd to bear whac¬ 
ker happen’d with the greatett fortitude, fince they 
bad the fatisfadion to have fecur’d what was moll 

1 ^ dear 
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dear to them, from (haring in the common danger 
At this very jundlurc one of the citizens declar'd to 
the affembly, that Apollo, whom the Tyrians had a 
great veneration for, “ had appear'd to him in his 
“ fleep, as if he was going to leave the town, and 
u that the pier the Macedonians had made, feem’d 
“ to be chang’d into a wood.” Hereupon altho’ 
the author was not in great credit among them, yet 
as they were inclin’d to believe the word, out of fear, 
they bound the image with a golden chain, and ra- 
ften’d it to the altar of Hercules, to whom their town 
was dedicated: as if they thought by his fuperior 
power, to retain Apollo agaiiut his will. The Car 
thaginians had brought this image from Syracuse, 
and had plac’d it here as being their original coun¬ 
try; for they were us’d to adorn Tyre as well a>, 
Carthage with the fpoils they took from other towns. 
and at this time would fain have perfuaded them to 
renew a fatrifae, that J cam toe believe robe and] 
acceptable to the gods ; and that the Tyrians had bid 
a fide for fevera] ager, viz. to offer up to fat uni 
a free-born child, which facnlege (rather titan iheri- 

7 o • 

(ice) the Carthaginians had receiv’d from their fo>m- 
ders, and are faid to have ohferv’d it till them city 
was destroy'd. Now had not the elders (by v. hoic 
directions all-things were manag’d) oppolld thh bra- 
barons fuperflition, it would in all like!)hood in vv 
got the better of humanity. However, their pivd/w; 
necefliry, which is more ifiicacioufly ingcniouy thru) 
art, made them not only put in practice the ulual 
methods of defence, but infpir’d them alio with mw 
ones: for, to annoy the (hips that approach'd the 
walls, they contriv’d long rafters, to which they la 
llen'd crows, grappling irons, hooks and IVytiic.s 
which they <li (charg'd from their engines, letting g«> 
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the ropes to which they were fatten’d, that they 
might recover them again. Thefe hooks and feythes 
tore to pieces the men, and very much damag’d the 

Tncy had, bcfidcs, another contrivance; they 
lice cd brafs bucklers as liot as fire could make them,, 
arid i.ien fill’d them with burning fand, and boiling 
\r, which they pour’d down from the walls upon. 
Uv: hi a. Jonians. None of their machines were 
mo.e terrible than this; for if the burning fand 
go-be* ween flic armour and the body, as it was im- 
polr.hk to fhake it oif, it fail’d not to burn whatever 
it touch’d ; fo that flinging down their arms, and 
tead n g every thing off that was to protect their bo¬ 
dies, they lay expos’d to all manner of mifehief, 
without being able to do any. 


//*\ /m\ /A*s\ /a\N /a*\ //a\ /as\ /an\,/a*N ✓ A\\ • //t\/stS . yN / /yrvNt 


CHAP. IV. 


B Y this time the king was fo tir’d with the tedi- 
oufnefs of the fiege, that he refolv’d to raife it, 
and carry his arms into Egypt. For tho’ he had, 
with incredible celerity, run over Afia, the walls 
of one ftngle town now dop’d his progrefs, and 
hinder’d him from making ufe of the opportunity he 
had, of executing his great Jefigiib: on the other 
fide, he was no Jefs afham’d of goiiu away without 

, • * u . 

carrying his point, than of being 10 long about it, 
.Moreover, he coniider’d his jcpatation would futter 
(by which he iiad done more, tii.m by his arms) if he 
JehTyrc as a witnefs that he \va> ro be overcome : 
therefore, that he might leave no means untry’d, “ lie 

I 6 *'• refolv’d 
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ft xefolv’d to make his laft effort with a greater num- 
4s ber of fhips, and the choiceft of his troops on 
board.” At this time it happen’d that a whale of 
an unufual fize, (for its back appeared above il.e 
water) came and laid itfelf by the pier fide 5 where 
having beat the waves for fome time, it rais’d ini If 
fo as to be confpicuous to both parties. After this it 
plung’d again into the Fra near the head of the pier, 
and lometimcs firewing itwlf above the waves, feme- 
times hiding itfelf in the deep, it fhew’d itfelf for the 
baft time not far from the Mails of the city. Both 
fides interpreted the fight of this monfter in favour of 
their rcfpt&ive intcreft. The Macedonians co:> 
jeclur’d, “ that tlx v.hale pointed to them, which 
i( way they ought to carry on their work And the 
Tyrians concluded, “ chat Neptune had pitch’d u;on 
4< it, to be the vnclTcngcr to aileit liis right to the 
K< ufurp’dfca, and that the new-eredied fabrick woahi 
** in a little time fall to min.” Fcfteffcd with £ is 
opinion they fell to bailing, and loaded them lei\i\ 
with wine. Aud at furi-rile they mann’d out i:n.r 
fhipswhich they had adorn'd with garlands and Ilov.t u, 
not only prefuming the \ic°ory to be certain, Lx 
alfo rejoicing beforehand for it. Jt happen'd that 
the king had order’d his fleet to a contrary part of 
the town, and left but thirty of the fniallell nue 
upon the fnorc, two whereof were prcfemly tal m 
by the Tyrians, and the reft were in grtat danger; 
till Alexander, being alarm’d at the outcry c I i 
men, came with the fleet to their aftiliar.ee : Tie 
lirft of the Macedonian gaihys that came up, v.x a 
galley of five men to an oar, which war. the i 
failor in the fleet. As {(-on as lire Tyrians pexvivhl 
it, they can;ear:t:i i\ it with two others, one on ucii 
bde. The (Aequo cine, plying all its ours to m- 
counter one of them, received a rude flioek Inna 
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the beck of its adverfary, yet grappled with her fo 
as to hold her faff. The other being at liberty, was 
juit ready to attack her on the contrary fide, when 
cnc of Alexander’s galleys came very fcafonably to 
her relief, and was drove fo violently againfl her ene¬ 
my, that fhe ftruck the pilot of the Tyrian galley 
from his poll; at Item into the fea. By this time fe- 
veral others of the Macedonian fhips were come up, 
as aifo the king in perfon, which made the Tyrians 
ute their utmoft cifort to fet their entangled galley at 
liberty ; which having, tho’ with difficulty, compais’d, 
thev made to their haven whh all their fleet. Alex¬ 
ander immediately parfuM them, but could not get 
into the haven, by real >n of the darts with which 
they ply’d liim from me walls of the city. How¬ 
ever, lie cither funk or took aim oil all their fhips. 
Then he granted two days red to his loldiers, after 
which he advanced with all his flips and machines, 
that he mi-vlit from both attack the enemy, that was 
already in a great conllcrnation. The king, on this 
occahon, plac’d hi*:*, elf on the top of a high tower, 
with a great deal o’ kiavery, but yet greater danger : 
for as he was remad:able by his royal apparel, and 
the brightnebs of his arms, they chiefly aim’d at him. 
Here lie behav’d himfelf with all the gallantry ima- 
ginable ; for he kill’d fcveral upon the wall, with iris 
pike, others in a clofer engagement, with his fword 
and buckler, he call headlong into the fca : for the 
tower from which he fought, almolt join’d to the 
enemies wail's. The banning rains had now by their 
repeated ilrokcs, beat down great part of the forti¬ 
fications of the place, .‘he {Lee had enter’d the fort, 
and tome of the Macedonians had taken pofleflion of 

fo:ne of the towers that the enemy had deferted ; 

0 

when tiie Tyrians, finking under the weight of fo 
liumy ill accidents at once, betake ihcmfelves fame 

to 
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to the fan6luary of the temples, others making fail 
their doors, chufe their own way of dying. Some 
again fell furioufly upon the Macedonians, refolvin* 
not to die unreveng’d. But the greatdl part got vv 
to the tops of the houfes, and from thence rknv 
ftones, or whatever came next to their hands, it -i 
the enemy in the ftreets. Alexander gave o: 

“ to fpare none but thole who had taken refuge in 
“ temples, and to fet fire to the town.” And not* 
withftanding proclamation was made accordingly j yet 
none that could bear arms, thought fit to feck for 
fiuccour from the gods. The children of botli frxes 
fill'd the temples, and the men ftood at the entry of 
their own houfes, ready to fall a facrifice to the ibl- 
diers fury. However, a great many were favM by 
the Sidonians that were in .Alexander’s camp. TLv 
having enter’d the town with the conquerors, and re- 
membring their relation with the Tyrians (for Age- 
nor, as they believ’d, founded both cities) protect'd 
a great many of the town's people, carrying them on 
board their fhips, and tranfported them to Sa ; e:\ 
There were fav'd, by this means, about fifteen thou- 
fand. How much blood was fpilt may be gin:i\l 
at from this, that fix thou fand were found fiaiu v. 
the citv walls. Notwithrtandiivi all thh, the kiivjh 

* O 7 i_» 

anger was not fatisfy’d, fo that he commanded two 
thou fand of the enemy that had furviv’d the fold inks 

9 

rage (they being weary with killing) to he crucify’d aloiQ 
the fea coall: a fad lpcctaclc even to the corn m cron 
tlicmfelves f lie (par’d the auibafadors of the Car¬ 
thaginians, but declar'd war again*! them, tl.o’ he 
could not profecutc it immediately, by reafon of 1 is 
other more prefling a flairs. 'Tyre was taken the le- 
venth month after it was firll Ixfieu’t!, a town famous 

o ' 

to poftcrity both for the antiquity of its origin, and 
fbr its frequent variety of fortune. It was buiit by 

Agct.ei 
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Agenor, and held a confiderable time the fovereignty, 
noc only of the neighbouring fca, but alfo of all the 
feas wherever its fleets came. And if we may believe 
report, this people was the firft that either taught or 
lcam’d letters. It had planted colonies almoft all 
over the world; Carthage in Africk, Thebes in 
Eceotia, and Gades upon the ocean. For my part, 
1 am apt to believe, that as the Tyrians were mailers 
at Tea, and often villtccl countries unknown to other 
people, they made choice of fuch and fuch feats for 
their youth with which they abounded: or elfe (for 
this is alfo faid) that the ifiand being mightily fubjecl 
to earthquakes, the inhabitants (tir’d therewith) were 
forc’d to fettle thcmfelvcs in other habitations by dint 
of arms. Be it as it will, having undergone many 
casualties, and as it were, reviving after being raz’d, 
by the help of a long peace, which makes every 
thing flouriih,i: now enjoys a profound eale under the 
protection of the Roman clemency. 



C H A P. V. 


A BOUT this time, Alcvander receiv’d lettem 
from Dams wherein in* gives him, at kill, the 
tide of king, and defied “ he would accept of his 
u daughter Stafyra for wife, orFcring him with her, 
“ all that trail of ground that lies between the J1 cl- 
4< lefpont and the liver Halvs : and that he tdmfclf 
Ki would be. contented with thole countries that lie 

“ cad ward 
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“ eaftward from thence. That if he fovt.-i Jif. 

sc ficulty to accept of this his offer, m v,: •• < to 

“ refleft, that fortune feldom made hj ■ - hay 

44 any where; and that the greater feliu^ en- 

“ joy’d, the more were they alfo envy’d. , :at it 

“ was to be fear’d, left by his juvenile difpoLijn of 

44 mind, he ftiould be elated with vanity, on the ac- 

“ count of his fuccefs ; after the manner of birds, 

44 whofe natural lightnefs carry’d them up to the 

44 flues. That nothing was more difficult, than at 

46 his age to be capable of fo great a fortune. That 

“ as for his own part, he ftill had a great deal left, 

“ and fhould not always be furpriz’d in ftreigbts: 

44 that Alexander would find himfelf obliged to pais 

44 the Euphrates, the Tigris, the Araxes, and the 

44 Hydafpcs, which were like fo many bulwarks 

“ to his dominions : that in the large plains he muft 

“ come into, he would be afham’d of his fmall nnm- 

“ ber. When would he be able to reach Media, 

Hyrcania, Baftra, and the Indians that border on 

“ the ocean ? or the Sogdians and Arachofians, who 

44 are hardly fo much as known but by their name ; 

44 with the' other nations that dwell along mount 

44 Caucafus, and the river Tanais ? That were he but 

“ barely to travel over thefe vaft countries without 

44 any oppofition at all, he would find himfelf bc- 

44 come old before he could perform the journey. 

44 That it was his beft way not to ftand upon his 

44 coming to him, fince whenever he came, it fhould 

44 be to his ruin.” To which letter Alexander made 

the following anfwer by thofe that brought it: 

46 That Darius promis’d him what was now none 

<£ of Ills own : that he offered to divide that whicli 

44 he had already entirely loft : that Lydia, Ionia, 

44 /Eolia, and the coaft of the Hcllcfpont, were 

‘‘ actually in liis poffeilion by the law of arms: 

■ “ that 


p 
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« that it belong’d to the vi&orious to prefcribe con- 
“ ditions, and to the vanquifh’d to receive them. If he 
“ was alone ignorant which of thefe Hates he was in 
“ at prefent, he might, as foon as he pleas’d, be • 
“ made fenfible thereof by another battle. That 
“ when he pafs’d the fea, he did not propofe to him- 
“ felf Cilicia or Lydia (which he look’d upon as an 
“ inconfiderable reward for fo great a war) but that 
“ Perfepolis, the capital of his empire, with Ba&ra, 

“ and Ecbatana, and the utmoH bounds of the eaft, 

“ were what he defign’d to fubjeft to his power. That 
“ whitherfoever he could fly, he could alfo follow ; 

“ and that having pafs’d the fea, he was not to be 
“ frighten’d with rivers.” Thus the kings writ to one 
another. In the mean time the Rhodians furrender’d 
their city and port to Alexander. The king conferr’d 
the government of Cilicia on Socrates, and that of 
the country about Tyre to Philo fas. As for Syria, 
that they call Coele, Parmenio had refign’d it to An- 
dromachus, that he might attend the king in the re¬ 
maining part of the war. Alexander having order’d 
Hepheeflion to coaft along Phoenicia with the fleer, 
came with his whole army to the city Gaza. Now was 
the time of celebrating the Ifthmian games which are 
us’d to be perform’d by the concourfe of all Greece, 
As the Greeks are naturally time-fervors, it was agreed 
in this affembly, to depute twelve perfons to the 
king, to prefent him with a gold crown, as an ac¬ 
knowledgment of his glorious victories, and of the 
great thiiigs he had done for the liberty and fafety 
of Greece. Yet a little before, they were very inquL 
fitive about the fuccefs of the war, their wavering 
minds being ready to (trike in with which foever fide 
fortune fhould favour. However, not only the king 
was employ’d in reducing thofe towns that refus’d to 
jubmit to his authority, but his deputies alfo (who 

were 



214 


Quintus Curtius. E. IV. 


were great captains) made feveral conquefts. Cab> 
fubdu’d Paphlagonia; Antigonus, Tycaonia ; and L'; s - 
Jacrus having defeated Idarnes, Darius’s lieutenant ,ioo': 
Miletus ; Amphoterus and Hegelochus, with a fleet rf 
a hundred and fixty ihips, brought all the iflands be 
tween Achaia and Afia, under Alexander’s obcdier.ic. 
They took pofleflio*n alfo of Tenedo.% by the volun¬ 
tary lubmilfion of the inhabitants. They had a dt- 
fign to polfefs themfelves of Chios, in the fame man¬ 
ner ; but Pharnabazus, Darius’s admiral, havin'* 
feiz’d thofe who favour’d the Macedonian fad ion, 
put the government of the town into the hand', of 
Apollonides and Athanagoras (who were in the Pn- 
fian interclt) leaving them a (mail garrifon for the de¬ 
fence of it. Notwithftanding this difappoir.tmenr, 
Alexander’s lieutenants continued the liege of the 
place, not relying fo much on their own ftrength, 
as on the difpolition of the befieged. Neither were 
they deceived in their opinion ; for a difpute ariling 
between Apollonides, and the chief officers that com¬ 
manded the garrifon, gave the enemy an opportu¬ 
nity of breaking into the town. A regiment of 
Macedonians having therefore forc’d one of tit- 
gates, the inhabitants, purfuant to the meafures hr- 
fore concerted for the furrender of the place, join'd 
themfelves to Amphoterus and Hcgclochus, and hav¬ 
ing put the Pcrfian garrifon to the fword, deliver’d 
up Pharnabazus with Apollonides and Anathagoias 
bound, to the Macedonians. There were twelve 


gillies taken, with all their crew and mariner, 
bolides thirty flips and barks belonging to pirate-, 
with three thou land Greeks that were in the Perfrn 


pay. The Greeks ferv’d to recruit the Macedonian 
forces, the pirates were put to death, and the captive 
rowers were dillributed among the licet. It happen'd 
that Ariitonicus (who had a tyrannical power in Me 

thy mm) 
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fh\ mna) being ignorant of what had pafs’d at Chios, 
came with fome p/rates to the mouth of the haven, 
which was fecur’d with a boom, it being then about 
thefirft watch, and being afk’d by the guard “ Who 
“ he was ? he faid, “ He was Ariftonicus, and came 
“ to the afliftance of Pharnabazus,*’ The guard 
made anfwer : “ That Pharnabazus was taking his 
" roil, and could not then be fpoke with ; however, 
“ he was a friend and ally, he fhould have admit- 
‘ tancc into the port, and the next day be intro- 
duc’d to Pharnabazus.” Ariftonicus hereupon 
without hcfitation enter’d the haven, follow’d by 
about ten pirates ; but as they were making to the 
key, the guard fliut up the haven as before, and 
having call’d to their afliftance the whole corps, they 
took Ariftonicus and all that were with him prifoners, 
without their making the leaft refinance; and hav¬ 
ing put chains upon them, deliver’d them up to 
Amphoterus and Hegelochus. From hence the Ma¬ 
cedonians pafs’d to Mitylene, which Chares the Athe¬ 
nian had lately poffefs'd himfelf of, having with 
him a gam loti of about two thou fend Per fans ; but 
finding himfelf too weak to hold out a long liege, 
he furrcndcr’d the place, on condition to retire whi¬ 
ther he pleas’d : fo he went to Iinbrus; and the Ma 
ccdonians gave quarter to the garrifon. 
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D ARIUS defpairing of peace, which he thought 
he fliould have obtained by Iiis letters and :un- 
baffadors, was now wholly intent on rccrair.ng his 
forces, in order to renew the war with vigor. lie 
therefore fummon’d all his generals to meet at fab*-. 

^ . O f 

Ion ; but he in particular commanded Eeffus, gwer- 
nour of the Badbians, to get together as power hi an 
army as he could, and to come and join him. 7 hde 
Baftrians are the molt warlike people of all tiioic na¬ 
tions, being of a barbarous difpofition, and not at d 
inclin’d to the Perfian luxury. And as they i;order 
upon the Scythians, who are alfo a martial ptr-jV, 
and accuflomed to live by plunder, they were con- 
Handy in arms. But Be fills was fn fpcClcd to be rcr- 
fidioufly inclin'd, and by his haugluinds (whicli n :ih 
him dilfatisfy’d with the fccond rank) gave iha;:..s 
great uncaiincfs; for as he afFcdlcd fovereignv'. 
was very much fear’d he would play the traito., i.*: 
being the readied way to attain his end. 1.. 
mean time, Alexander ufed all his endeavours m . 
intelligence what country Darius was in, but to ao 
purpofe; the Perfians being very religious conn/d r i 
of their king’s fecrcts : neither fenr nor hope can lone 
a difcovery from them : the ancient difciplinc of thsi 
princes enjoining them to fecrecy on pain of de.'id’ 
l’he intemperance of the tongue, is with them iuom 
feverely punifli’d than any other crime ; nor cav .•> y 
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I imagine him to be capable of great matters, that finds 
1 a difficulty in being filent, a thing that nature has made 
| fo eafy in it felf. This was the caufe whv Alexan- 
| tier (being altogether ignorant of what the enemy was 
| doing) laid fiege to Gaza. Beds was its governor, 
| and was a man of noted fidelity to his king, and tho’ 
? his garrifon was but fmall, yet he defended the walls 
l whi-lt were of a large compafs. Alexander having 
f viewed the fituation of die place, order’d feveral 
| to be made, which work was favour’d by the 
| !i; h-t-t-ds of the ground, for the neighbouring fea dif- 
I o.arg’d great quantities of land upon it, and there 
jj were neither rocks nor Hones to obftrucc the work. 

I rj iw mines were begun on that fide where they could 
| i:oi be perceiv d by the befieged, and that they might 
i ^c no fufpicion of what was doing, die king gave 
; orders to approach the towers to the walls. But 
| l ‘ :C nature of the ground was no way proper for this 
l "ork, for the land finking under the weight of the 
S tin eels, 1 etarded their motion, and diiconeerted the 

l u ' llole ^‘ne of the towers, fo that the fcalfold broke, 
land many of the fokliers were wounded thereby; 

! "‘falet, there was ns much difficulty to bring the 
| lowers back, as there had been to can7 them* for- 
| " arJ - Hereupon Alexander gave the lignal for a 
I nil eat, and the next day lie order’d the town to be 
j hjiioundcd ; and as foon as the fun was up, before 
| ,us army advanc’d to the charge, lie offer'd lacri/ice 
' 10 .^ 10 alicr Ins country manner, to implore 

U’ir afiiliancc. While the king was thus employ’d, 

graven happen \I to fly over him, and hidden Jv let 
jga a lump of earth that it held in its claws, which 
,l "ig on the king’s head, broke in pieces; and the 
nun went and pitch'd on a tower hard bv : the 
towei was belinear d with pitch and brim Hone, 
Mll,th catching hold of the i aval's uiims, fo cn- 

kJ ' 


rancid 
* » 


1 
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tangl’d its feathers, that it ftruggled in vain uo ny 
away, and was taken by the fkinders~by. The ac¬ 
cident was look’d upon to be important enough to 
have the foothfayers confulted about it, for Alexander 
was fomething inclin’d himfclf to that kind of IT 
perdition. Ariftander, who was chiefly credited in 
this art, told the king that this omen portended the 
ruin of the city, but that he would be in danger of 
being wounded, and therefore advis’d him, nouo 
attempt any thing againll it that day.” 

Altho’ the king was very much concern’d that a 
Angle city fliould, by its obitinacy, hinder him from 
pafl'mg into Egypt with fecurity, yet he thourhr u 
advifablc to comply with the foothfayerk re.jjcit, 
and accordingly gave the fignal for the retreat. Thi, 
fo encourag’d the beiieged, that Tallying out, thev 
attack’d the Macedonians in the rear, thinking u.at 
the enemy’s delay ought to be their opportune,; 
but their conftancy did not fecond their fury in tV*c 
engagement; for, when they faw the Macedonia 
rally, they prefently flopp’d again. By this tune 
the fnouts of thole that were fighting reach d \ tt > 
king, who prefently Mew to the afiiflance of hi nan, 
unmindful of the danger lie had been warn'd of; 
however, at the intreaty of his friends, he put on ilia 
armour, which he olherwife rarely wore. 

Here a certain Arabian, one of Darius’s foMica, 
ventur’d upon an action above hi.s fortune, and co¬ 
vering his i’word with his buckler, fell upon hh knees 
be!Ore the king, as if he had debated to him ; wiarc- 
upon the king 4< bid him rife, and order’d him to be 
“ receiv’d into his krvico;” but the Barbarian taking 
hh (word couvainoufly into his rivlit hand, made at 
the king’s In.ad; who having declin’d the blow, at 
the fame time cut ofl the dilappointed hand oi H 
barbarian, and Matter'd himiell diat he was now 
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clear’d of the danger of the day. However fate, as 
I take it, is unavoidable, for as he was lighting gal¬ 
lantly among the foremoft he was wounded with an 
arrow, which pafs’d through his armour, and ft ruck 
in his (boulder, from whence Philip, his phyfician, 
drew it. Now the blood began to run in a great 
quantity, and all that flood by were frighten’d, never 
having known an arrow penetrate fo deep through 
armour before. As for Alexander, he did not fo 
much as change his countenance, but bid them 

flop the bleeding, and tie up the wound.” Thus 
he remain’d fomc time at the head of the army, ei¬ 
ther diffcnibling or overcoming the pain; but when 
the blood that had been flopp’d by an application, 
began to run afrefh in a larger quantity, and the 
wound (which by rcafon of its newnefs did not at firft 
rain him) upon the cooling of the blood, began to 
iwell, then he fainted and fell on his knees. They 
that were next to him took him up, and carry’d him 
into his tent, and Beds concluding him dead, re¬ 
turn’d into the town in a triumphing manner ; but 
the king, impatient of delay, (before his wound was 
cur’d) gave orders for a terrafs to be rais’d as high as 
the city walls, which he commanded to be under¬ 
min’d. The bcficg’tl on their part were not idle, 
fur they had created a new fortification of equal 
height with the old wall, but that however did not 
mme upon the level with the towers which were 
planted on the terraf, fo that the inward parts of 
the town were exoos’J to the enemies darts: and to 

1 

comj-.leal their hard fate, the walls were now over¬ 
thrown by the mine*?, and gave the Macedonians an 
o’.-WLiinity of enterin'*; the ch v at the breaches. The 

1 * #’ O * 

hhuj was at liie head of the toreniofl, and while he 

v * 

urelefiv enter’d the {dace, his leg was hurt with a 

* I ^ 

done; notu iihllanding which, leaning on hi., wea¬ 
pon, 
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pon, he fought among the firft, tho’ his old wound 
was not yet heal’d ; his refentment was the greater 
on the account of his having receiv’d two wounds in 
this fiege. Bctis having behav’d liimfelf gallantly, 
and receiv'd feveral wounds, was at la ft foriakmby 
his men, yet this did not hinder him from fighting on, 
tlio’ his arms were grown flippery with his own and his 
enemies blood : but being attack’d on all fide?, he was 
taken alive, and being brought before the king, who 
was overjoy’d that he had him in his power, i; fo- 
much that he that us’d to admire virtue, even v\ an 
enemy, giving way this time to revenge, told mi:-, 
“ Thou fhalt not, Bctis, dye as thou would’k, b.t 
“ expeft to undergo whatever torments incenthy 
“ can invent.” At which threats, Beds, without mrk 
ing any reply, gave the king not only an undam : 
but an iniolcnt look ; whereupon Alexander -a:.!, 
“ Do you take notice of his obftinate filenct : h:.> 
“ he cither offer’d to kneel down, or made the lead 
“ fubmiffion ? however, I’ll overcome his tacit/]'* 
“ nity, if by no other means, at leak by g/oai ” 
This laid, his auger turn'd to rage, his form me k 
ving already coimpad his manners, fio that 1 •/ o; 
der’d cords to be run thro’ Beds’s heels, and !;> d*> 
the hinder part of a cart, and in that manm r to k 
dragg’d alive round the city, valuing hinv 1cIf m v 
“ having imitated Achilles (from whom he defend* 
“ cd) in punilhing his enemy.” 

In thio action there periftfd about ten thoufand 
Pn fans and Arabians, neither was it a blood It f vie 
tory to the Macedonians, The fiege was not k 
conlidcrablc on the icore of die character c>f the 
town, as for the two wounds the 
therein. Alter this the king (making the bed nfhk 
way to Egypt) diipatch'd Amyntas with ten gdi p 
to Macedonia to raife recruits ; for even his fuouMi;! 

i l»;;uk 
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battles dimini fil’d his army, and he had not the fame 
confidence in foreign foldiers as in thofe of his own 
country. 

m 



CHAP. VII. 

H E Egyptians had for a great while envy’d 
J[ the Perfian grandeur, and look’d upon their 
government to be both avariiious and infolent, fo that 
at the'rumour, of Alexander’s coming thither they be¬ 
gan to take courage ; for they were fo di(pos’d to 
levolt, that they had before joyfully receiv’d Amyn- 
tas the deferter, tho’ his power was altogether pre¬ 
carious. They therefore flock’d in great numbers to 
Pelufium, thinking the king would enter that way, 
and he arrived in Egypt at a place called Alexander’s 
camp, on the feventh day after he left Gaza. Here 
lie gave orders to the foot to repair to Pelufium by 
land, while he, with forne chofen troops was carry’d 
along the river Nil us. The Perfians being terrify’d 
at the revolution, did not dare to wait his coming. 
He was by this time come within a little way of 
Memphis, where Mazaces commanded for Darius; 
but not daring to oppofc Alexander, he made hade 
to pafs the river, and brought the king eight hundred 
talents, and all the royal furniture. Prom Memphis 
he continu’d his courfc along the fame river, and pe¬ 
netrated into the more inward parts of Egypt, and 
having fe’ttlec! tljc affairs of the nation foas to change 
none of their ancient cuftoms, lie refolved to vifit 
ihe famous oracle of Jupiter Hatnmon. The way 
Vol.J. K thkher 
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thither was hardly practicable, even to a fmall num¬ 
ber, without any incumbrance There is a fcarcitv 
of water from heaven as well as earth, and nothin^ 
to be feen but barren fands, which when thoroughly 
heated by the fun, burn the foies of the feet: In 
fine, the heat is intolerable ; but here is not only the 
exceffive heat of the fun, and the drought of the 
country to be ftruggled with, but alfo with a tci a- 
cious kind of gravel, which lies very deep, and fink¬ 
ing under the feet makes it very difficult to move. 
All thefe inconveniencies were magnify M by the 
Egyptians: however, Alexander was refclv’d to guv 
tify the ardent defire he had to vifit Jupiter, whom 
he either really believ'd to be his father (not being 
fatisfy’d with his mortal grandeur) or had a mind the 
world ffiould think fo : he embark’d therefore with 
thofe he defign’d fliould accompany him, and fail’d 
down the river to the meer called Marcotis. While 
he was here, ambafiadors came to him from the Cy- 
renians with prefents, defiring peace, and that he 
would vifit their towns; but the king having accepted 
their prefents, and affur’d them of his friendship, pur- 
fu’d his intended journey. The firft and fecond days 
fatigue feem'd tolerable, for they were not .yet come 
to the vaft, naked folitudes, tho’ the ground here was 
barren, and as it were dead; but when thofe un¬ 
bounded plains appear'd that are covered over with 
deep fands, they were at as great a lofs to difeover 
Inna as if they had been failing on the deep. There 
was not fo much as a tree to be feen, nor the lead 
token of a cultivated foil; and they now warned 
water, that which they carry'd with them upon ca¬ 
mels being fpent, and there was none to be had in 
thofe dry grounds and burning fands. Betides, the 
fun had parch’d up every thing, all was fcorch’d 
and burnt. They were in this diftrefs’d condition, 



B. IV. QtflNTUS CtfRTIUS. 

when, on the hidden, the Iky was overcaft with 
thick clouds which intercepted the Tun, whether it 
were by accident, or ordain'd as a prefent from the 
gods to relieve their preifing calamity ; this is certain, 
it was a feafonable comfort to them (who were pe- 
rifhing with heat) even tho 1 they hill wanted water : 
but when the florin broke out into a large copious 
rain, every one laid in his provifion thereof ; fome of 
them, unable anv longer to bear their thirft, receiv’d 
it witli open mouth as it fell. They had already 
/pent four days in this vail folitude, and were not 
now far off of the feat of the oracle, when a great 
flock of ravens came towards them, and flew gently 
before their van, and fometimes pitch’d to give them 
time to come up ; and then taking wing again pre¬ 
ceded them, /hewing them the way, and as it were 
difeharging the office of a guide. At lafl they reach’d 
the place which was confecratcd to the god. It Teems 
to furpafs belief, that being fituate in fo wild a foli¬ 
tude, it fliould be encompals’d with trees that grew 
fo thick as to fkreen it on ail Tides from the piercing 
rays of the fun ; being at the fame time water’d 
with fo many gentle breams as were abundantly fuf- 
fleientfor the nouriihment of thefe groves; and to 
encreafe the miracle, the air is here fo temperate, 
that it refembles the fpring, and is equally wholfome 
Throughout all the feafons of the year. The peopLe 
that inhabit the neighbourhood of this place are, on 
the eait, the nighelt of the Ethiopians; and on the 
fouth thole that face the Arabians, call’d Troglody¬ 
tes, whofe territory extends itlelf as far as the Red 
Sea; to the wdhvard it lias oilier Ethiopians, called 
Scenic#; to the northward are the Nafamones, who 
are a people fituate near the Syrtes, and enrich them- 
leives by piracy, lying in wait upon the coafl, ever 
ready to make a prey of thofc fliip* that arc ftrancied, 

K. 2 being 
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being Veil acquainted with all the fords. The inl.a 

bitants of the wood, who are called Hamwonians, 

live in cottages Scatter’d up and down; the middle of 

the wood ferves them for a citadel, being furro uncled 

with a triple wall: within the firft Hands the ancxw. 

.palace of their kings; in the fecond they keep tr, _ ir 

wives and children, as alfo their concubines; lu re 

iikewifeis the deity’s oracle; and in the 1 all were 

the prince’s guards and men at arms. There is 

another wood alfo belonging to Hammon, in the 

middle of which is a fountain that they call the 

water of the fun : about break of day this water is 

0 

lukewarm ; in the middle of the day, when the heat 
of the fun is the greateft, the fame water is very cold; 
towards the evening it grows warm again, and in the 
middle of the night it is fealding hot; and the nearer 
the night draws on to day, its nocturnal heat dc- 
creafes, till about break of day it is lukewarm, as 
before. That which is ador’d for a god has not the 
fame form, under which artificers ufe to repreient 
the gods ; it very much refembles a navel, being com¬ 
pos’d of an emerald and other precious flones. V’ hen 
it is confulted, the priefts carry it in a golden fhip, 
which is fet off with a great many filver cups hanging 
on each fide, and is follow’d by the matrons and vir¬ 
gins fcnging an uncouth fort of a hymn, and after 
their country manner, by which they imagine Jupiter 
“ is prevail’d upon to render a certain oracle.” 

As the king advanc’d towards the oracle, the fenior 
prieft faiuted him with the title of fon, alluring him, 

That Jupiter his father bellow’d it on him.” To 
which he reply’d, “ That he both accepted it m\ 
4 ‘ acknowledg’d itfor he had now forgot his 
human condition. Then he alk’d whether his father 
•did defign him the empire of the whole world ? And 

the prieft, who was equally difpos’d to flatter him, 

tele 
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(i/id iiim, “ he fhoukl be univerfal monarch of the 
'• whole earth.” Then he put another quaere, viz. 
Whether all thofe who were concern’d in his fa- 
• munher were pimifh’d ?” To this the prieft 
hstide aiitvver, “■ 'That it was not in the power of 
“ anv mor.ni to injure his father, but that all that had 
:i iuir.e Pnilip’s death i)ad fullered condign pu- 
•* niihrr.emT lie moicover added, ‘‘ that he jhould 
•' continue invincible till he took his place among 
• ! the gods.” Afler this, he offer’d facrifice, and 
made piclents to the prielts, and to the god ; after 
which his friends were likewiie permitted to confult 
the oracle, but they only defir’d to know, “ Whe- 
ther Jupiter approv’d of their paying divine ho- 
“ nouns to their king ?” The pried reply’d, “ That 
** Jupiter was very well pleas'd they Ihould pay di- 
vine worlhip to their viflorious king.” Now who¬ 
ever would judge fagely of the fincerity and credit 
of the oracle, might cafily have perceiv’d it was all 
impoilure by its anfwers ; but when once fortune has 
prevail’d with men to commit themfelves entirely to 
her, file generally makes them more greedy of glory 
than capable of it. 

Alexander therefore not only differed himfelf to be 
call’d Jupiter’s fon, but alfo commanded it; and 
while he thought by this means to cad a greater 
fplendour on his great a&ions, he leffcn’d them. 
And notwithdanding the Macedonians wereaccudom’d 
to kingly government, yet as they retain’d Hill the 
fhadow of a greater liberty than other nations, they 
more obflinately oppos’d his affcfled immortality than 
was expedient either to themfelves or the king. But 
of tlidc things we dial! fpeak in their proper places; 
and at prefent purfuc the refi of his addons. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

A Lexander, in his return from Hammon, when 

he came to Palus Mareotis, which is not far 
di#ant from the Ifland Pharos, having confider’d t!v 
nature of the place, he defign’d at fir ft to build u 
city in the iftand itfelf; but upon reflexion that the 
ifland was too fmall for fucha purpofe, he pitch’d 
upon that place where Alexandria now Hands, taking 
its name from its founder : he took in all that fpace 
of ground that lie b between the meer and the lea, 
allotting fourfeore furlongs for the compafs of 
the walls ; and having appointed proper perfons 
to fupervife the building of the city, he went to 
Memphis. 

He was feiz’d with a defire (nowife to be blam’d 
indeed, had it been but well tim’d) to vifit not only 
the inward parts of Egypt, but alfo Ethiopia. The 
celebrated palace of Memnon and Tithonus was like 
to draw him (who was naturally greedy of the know¬ 
ledge of antiquity) even beyond the bounds of the 
fun ; but the war he had upon his hands, of which 
the moll difficult part ftill remain’d, would not allow 
him time for thofe idle journeys; he therefore ap¬ 
pointed ^fchylus the Rhodian, and Peuceftes the 
'Macedonian, governors of Egypt, leaving with them 
four thoufand men for the guard of the country, and 
allotted thirty galties to Polcmon to defend the mouths 
of the Nile j then he conftitutcd Appollonius governor 
of that part of Africk that joins to Egypt, and made 
Cleomcnes receiver of all the tributes arifing from 
Afria and Egypt; and having commanded the inha¬ 
bitants 
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br.anrs of the neighbouring towns to tranfplant them- 
telvrb to Alexandria, iieprefencly fill'd it with a great 
in aidtade of people. It is (did, “ That when the 
“ king was maiting out the walls of the town, 
“ wi:n a fort of pafte made of barley-flower, ac- 
“ voiding to tire Macedonian caftom, the birds came 
in Hocks to devour it ; and as that was by feveral 
“ interpreted as portending evil to the city in hand : 
,l the foothfa) ers, on the contrary, faid it was a 
‘ c lucky omen, and that it indicated, that the city 
,f would be very much reforted to by Grangers, and 
“ that fhe would afford fubfiftence to feveral coun- 
“ tries.’ 1 

The king, after this, was going down the river 
Nile, and Heffor, Parmenio’s fon, (who was in the 
(lower of his age, and in great favour with Alexan¬ 
der) being eager to follow him, enter’d into a little 
vdlel, which had more people in it than it could 
carry, infomuch that it funk with all thofe that were 
on board it. However, Hector ftruggled a long 
time in the water, tho’ his cloaths being thoroughly 
wet, and his fhoes being clofely ty'd to his feet, hin¬ 
der’d him from fvvimming, and made a (hift at laft to 
gain tire fliore half dead j but as foon as he endea¬ 
voured to recover his breath, which fear and the 
danger had for fome time fupprefs'd, there being no 
body at hand to alfift him (for the reft had fav’d them- 
felvcs on the other fide) he expir’d. The king was 
mightily afflidlcd at this accident, and therefore bu- 
ry’d his corps after a very magnificent manner. 

This misfortune was aggravated by the account the 
king receiv’d of the death of Androntachus, his go¬ 
vernor of Syria, whom the Samaritans had burnt 
alive. The king therefore march’d with, the utinoft 
expedition to revenge his death, but at his arrival 
they deliver’d him up the authors of fo barbarous a 
crime, all whom he put to death, and then fubftituted 
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Memnon in his place. He alio put the tyrr « 
into the hands of the people they had oppre- e, 
and among thole of the Merhymneans, Ariftor.k ■ .q 
and Chryfblaus, whom they frft tortur’d in revt. 
of their infolence, and then executed, flinging the m 
in contempt over the walls of the city. Then 
gave audience to the ambaftadors of the' Athenian;, 
the Rhodians, and the Chians; the Athenians con¬ 
gratulated him on his victories, and defired that 
Greek captives might be reflor’d to them refpeith a 
cities: The Rhodians and the Chians complain’d cl 
the garrHon?, and as all their re quells feem’d jull, he 
gratify’d them. To thofe of Mitylenc he rdtorM 
their fecurities, in confederation of their fidelity^ iwA 
the money they had advanc’d for the fervicc of the 
war, adding a large tract of ground to their territo¬ 
ries. He alfo honour’d the kings of Cyprus, accord¬ 
ing to the merit of their fcrviccs, who had revolted 
from Darius to him, and had fupply’d him with a 
fleet when he bcfieg’d Tyre. He afterwards lent 
Amphotcrus, his admiral, to deliver Crete from the 
oppreflion of the Perfians and pirates, but he en¬ 
join’d him above all things, to clear the fca fjoni 
the pyrates; for the two kings being intent upon the 
war, the Teas were over-run with thefe plunderers. 
Having fettled ihefe matters, he dedicated to Her¬ 
cules of Tyre, a large bowl and thirty cups of gold ; 
then bending his thoughts altogether on Darius, lie 
gave orders for the army to march towards the 
Euphrates. 
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CHAP. IX. 

% 

B U T when Darius knew for certain that his ene¬ 
my was march’d into Africa, he was unrefolv’d 
wnether he fhouhl flay in the neighbourhood of Me- 
fopotamia, or fhould retire farther into his dominions; 
for he concluded he fhould be better able upon the 
dace to influence thofe remote nations to engage 
icartily in the war, which the deputies found great 
difficulties to do; but then again being inform’d 
from good hands, “ that Alexander was determin’d 
“ to follow him with his whole army into whatfo- 
“ ever country he went,” as he was not ignorant of 
the indefatigable bravery of his adverfary, “ he fent 
“ orders to thofe remote nations, to fend him all the 
“ fuccour they could to Babylon.” The Baftrians, 
Scythians and Indians accordingly repair’d thither 
with the troops of the other nations ; his army being 
by almoft half more numerous then it was in Cilicia, 
a great many of thofe that compos’d it wanted arms, 
which were getting ready for them with the. utmoffc 
diligence. The horfes as well as the riders were 
provided with armour of iron. 'They who before 
had only darts laid now fwords and bucklers given 
them. And that his prefent army might be much 
ftronger in horfe than his former was, he diihibutcd 
u great many horfes to the foot to be broke. * 

I here were befides two hundred,chariots arm’d 
with feythes, which thefe nations look upon to. be 
tlieir chief ftrength, and very terrible to the enemy; 
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at the end of the pole were fix’d two pikes arm'd 
with iron fpikes, the fpokes of the wheels were com- 
pafs’d round with feveral darts which pointed for¬ 
ward: and the fellies were arm’d with Scythes fo 
* 0 

cilpos’d that they cut to pieces whatever Hood in 
their way. 

Having thus provided and fitted out his army, he 
fet forwards from Babylon; on his right he had the 
Tigris, a noble river, and his left was cover’d with 
the Euphrates. His army was fo numerous, that it 
fil’d all the plains of Mefopotamia; having there¬ 
fore pafs’d the river Tigris, and underftanding the 
enemy was not far off, he fent before Satropates with 
a thoufand chofen horfe, and then detatch’d Muzams 
with fix thoufand more, to hinder Alexander from 
patting the Euphrates; he was alfo .commanded “ to 
4 ‘ deftroy and bum all the country that would be 
“ firft expos’d to the enemy for he imagin’d, that 
not having any other provifions for his army than 
what he got by pillage, he might be overcome by 
mere want, whillt his own was plentifully fupply’d 
with all neceffaries both by land and by the Tigris. 
Darius was by this time come to Arbela, which he 
was deflin’d to make glorious by his own memorable 
defeat ; leaving here the greateft part of his baggage 
and provifions, he laid a bridge over the Lycus, and 
pafs’d his army over it in five days, as he had done 
oefore over the Euphrates; then advancing about 
fourfeore furlongs farther, he came to another river 
call’d Bumadus, where he encamp’d. This country 
was very convenient for his numerous army, being a 
plain open ground, and very commodious for the 
ivorfe as being cover’d neither with bulhes nor fhrubs, 
lb that the eye had an uninterrupted profpeft to dib 
cover things at the remote!! difiance; and where it 

feciud to (well into any thing of an eminence, he 

order’d 
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order’d it to be laid level with the reft. They that 
were fent by Alexander to take a view of the ene¬ 
my’s army, and who made an eftimate of it by the 
great trade of ground it cover’d, could hardly con¬ 
vince him of the truth of their report; for he thought 
it impoilible, that after fo great a lofs, he lhould 
now be llronger than he was at firft. However, as 
he defpis’d all danger in general, and particularly 
that from a fuperiority of number, he came in eleven 
days to the Euphrates; and having laid a bridge over 
it, he firft pafs’d his horfe, and after them the 
phalanx: Mazasus, who had been fent with fix thou- 
iand horfe to oppofe his paffage, not daring to make 
tryal of his fortune againft him. Here having grant¬ 
ed the fokliers a few days, not fo much to reft their 
bodies as to confirm their minds, he eagerly purfu’d 
Darius ; for he was afraid he might retire to the re- 
moteft parts of his dominions, and that then he fhould 
be oblig’d to follow him thro’ vaft wilds and defarts 
that were deftitutc of all necefiaries. On the fourth 
day therefore he pafs’d by Arbela and came to the 
Tigris. All the country beyond the river was yet 
fmoking ; for Mazzeus fet every thing on fire, as if 
he had been himfelf the enemy: and as the fmoke 
had caus’d a great darknefs, the king fufjpe&ing fome 
ambufeade, halted for fome time, till being inform’d 
by fome fcouts that there was no danger, he order’d 
fome horfemen to try the depth of the ford of the 
river : at firft it took the horfes up to the belly, and 
in the middle it reach’d their necks. 

Jn all the eaftern parts there is not any river that 
runs with fo great a rapidity, many torrents falling 
into it, fo that it carries even great (tones along with 
its dream: from the fwiftnefs of its current, it bore 
the name of Tigris; becaufe an arrow in the Perfian 
language ii call’d Tigris. The loot being divided 

K 6 int# 
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into two bodies, and eneem pafs’d with the hone, 
carry’d their arms over their head, and in that order 
pafs'd without much difficulty, till they came where 
the river was deepeft. The king pafs’d over among 
the foot, and was the fir ft that gain’d the other fide; 
from whence he made figns to the foldiers with Lis 
hand, becaufe his voice could nor be heard, where 
the ford was fhalloweft. But they had much to do 
to keep • their legs; foinetimes the violence of the 
water tripping up their heels. But they that were 
loaded were hardeft put to it; for as they were hin¬ 
der’d from governing themfelves, they were carry’d 
away by the rapidity of the whirlpools: and as every 
one endeavour’d to recover what he had loft, thev 
ftrnggl’d more among themfelves than with the 
ftream: belides, the bundles that floated on the water 
bore down a great many of them. Hereupon the 
king cry’d out to them, only to take care of their 
arms, and that he would make good their other 
Ioffes. But they neither hearken’d to his counfel, nor 
obey’d his commands, for fear; befides, their own 
mutual clamour made them incapable of hearing 
either. At laft they got where the current flows 
after a gentle manner, and fo gain’d the Ihorc, wufl¬ 
out any other damage than the lofs of a little lumber. 

Here the army might have been totally deft rov’d, 
had any body dar'd to conquer; but the king’s con- 
ftant good fortune kept the enemy at a dillance. 
Thus he pafs’d the Granicus in the fight of fo many 
thoufand horfc and foot, that were drawn up on the 
other fide of the river: thus the ftraits of Cilicia 
ferv’d him to vanquifli fo vaft a multitude of his ene¬ 
mies. And notwithftanding he might feem bold to 
cxccfs, yet he cannot wril be cenfur’d for it, becaufo 
his continual fucccis never afforded an opportunity to 
conclude him rafh. 
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Mazasus- (who, if he had come upon them while 
they were pafling tlie river, might without doubt have 
dellroy’d them in that diforder) never appear’d till 
they had gain’d the Ihore, and hood to their arms. 
He had lent only a thoufand horfe before him, which 
Alexander perceiving, he defpis’d the infignihcant 
number, and prcfently commanded Ariflon, who was 
captain of the Pamnian horfe, to charge them bn fit¬ 
ly. I11 this action the Pteonians behav’d themfelves 

gallantly, but particularly Ariflon, who with his 
fpear run Satropates, the Perfian commander, into 
the throat, and purfuing him through the midll of 
the enemies, threw him off his horfe, and notwith¬ 
standing his refinance, cut off his jiead, which he 
brought, and laid down at the king’s feet, who ap¬ 
plauded his refolution and bravery. 
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T HE king encamp'd heic two days, and or¬ 
der'd the army to be ready to inarch the next; 
but about the fir ft. watch die moon fuffer’d an cclipfe, 
and firi! loft its planetary brightnufs, after wliicli it 
was ovcicalt with a bloody colour, that fuliy’d all 
its light. And a > the foldiers were already felicitous 
on the account of the approaching battle, this acci¬ 
dent (truck diem fir]’: with a fuperitaioiis awe, which 
was fuccoeded by fear; infoinuch that they com¬ 
plain’d, “ that 1 \t y were dragg’d into the remoteft 
41 countries agaiinw the will of tlie gods; that the 

rivers 
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“ rivers deny’d them paflage, and the planets refus’d 
f< them their ufual light. That nothing but vail 
“ wilds and deiarts were to be feen ; that the blood 
“ pf fo many thoufand men mult be fpilt to gratify 
il the vanity of one man, who not only difdain'd 
ic his native country and difown’d his father Philip, 
“ but let his vain thoughts climb to heaven for his 
‘* original." The matter was almofi come to a fedi- 
tion, when Alexander, who was always undaunted, 
gave orders “ for all the officers to repair to his tent; 
where he commanded the Egyptian aftronomers 
(whom he look’d upon to be the beft acquainted with 
the courfe of the heavens and the planets) “ to dc- 
“ clare their opinion concerning the prefent p!ia< 
“ nomenon." But tho’ they were not ignorant that 
time has its conftant revolutions, and that the moon 
fuffers an eclipfe whenever it gets in the lhadow of 
the earth, or was obfeured by the fun, they did not 
trouble themfelves to divulge their knowledge to the 
publick, but only affirm’d, “ that the fun was the 
4i Greeks planet, and the moon the Perfians: and 
that whenever this was eclips'd, “ it portended dc- 
“ ftruction and ruin to tlicfe nations.” And for proof 
hereof, they relate feveral in fiances of the Perfian 
kings, who were warn'd “ by the eclipfe of the 

moon, that they fought againft the will of the gods." 

There is nothing has fo great an influence over the 
minds of the vulgar, as fuperftition ; tho’ it be other- 
wife violent, furious, and unconftant, let it but be 
feiz’d with a vain religion, and it fha.ll more readily 
©bey the prophets than the governors. 

The anfwer of the -/Egyptians therefore being com¬ 
municated to the multitude, reviv’d their drooping 
hopes, and animated them with frefh afluranee. The 
king thinking it befl; to make ufe of their prefent dif- 
poution, decamp’d at the fecoud watch; he had the 
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Tigris on his right, and on his left, the Gordian 
hills. As he was marching this way, his fcouts came 
to him about break of day, to let him know “ that 
“ Darius was advancing towards him.” Hereupon 
he drew up his army in order of battle, being himfclf 
at the head, and fo continu’d his march : but it prov’d 
to be only the Perfian fcouts confuting of about a 
thoufand men, who made a great appearance. “ Thus 
“ when the truth cannot be difeover’d, fear fwells 
“ the account into falfities. The king underftand- 
ing the truth of the matter, took with him a fin all 
number of men and purfu’d the enemy, who prefent- 
ly fled back to their main body ; however, he kill’d 
fome, and took others prifoners; and then difpatch'd 
a detachment of hone to get intelligence of the ene¬ 
my, and to put out the fires the Barbarians had kind¬ 
led up and down in order to deflroy the villages : for 
before they took to their heels, they fet fire to the 
roofs of the houfes, and to the flacks of corn, l'o 
that the flames having burnt only the upper part, 
and being there quenched, had not yet forc’d 
its way to the lower. The fires being thus put out, 
they found great quantities of corn, and began alfo 
to have plenty of other ncccffaries. This encourag’d 
the foldicrs to purfue the enemy, who burnt and laid 
the country wafte; it being neceffary for the Mace¬ 
donians to make what hafte they could after them, to 
prevent every thing being confumM. Thus neceflity 
lupply’d the place of reafon ; for Mazxus, who be¬ 
fore deflroy\l every thing at leifure, was at prefent 
contented to fly, and left a great deal behind him en¬ 
tire and untouch’d. 

Alexander was now inform’d, that Darius was 
come within a hundred and fifty furlongs of him : 
hereupon, having with him plenty of provifions, he 
fold in his camp four days. While he remain’d 
here, fome letters were intercepted that came from 

Darius, 
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Darius, whereby the Greeks were follicited “ to kill 
“ or betray the king Alexander was for fomc 
time doubtful “ whether he fhould read them to the 
“ whole army or not,” becaufe he was pretty well 
allur’d of the good-will and fidelity of the Greeks: 
but Parmenio put him off of it, by telling him, that 
it was not convenient to communicate fuch things to 
foldiers, <c finee the king lay expos’d thereby to any 
“ one of them that would be a traitor : beikles ava- 
“ rice thought nothing a crime.” The king follow¬ 
ing this advice, decamp’d. Upon the march one of 
the captive eunuchs, that attended Darius’s queen, 
brought him word, “ that the queen had fainted, 
u and drew her breath with difficulty.” The great 
fatigue of the journey, and grief of mind* had i'o 
wrought upon her, that fhe fwooned away between 
her mother-in-law and her two daughters, and fo 
died ; which was immediately notify’d to him by a- 
nother meffenger. This furprizing accident fo touch'd 
the king, that he could not have lhewn more concern, 
had he receiv’d advice of the death of his own mo¬ 
ther. He figh’d, and even wept as Darius himllif 
would have done, and immediately repair’d to the 
tent, where Darius’s mother was fitting by the corps 
of the decerned. Here the king’s grief renew’d, 
when he beheld her extended on the ground, Da¬ 
rius’s mother alfo, being by this freffi evil put in 
mind of pad misfortunes, had took the two young 
virgins in her lap, by the way of mutual comfort; 
tho 1 ffie ought to have been their comforter. The 
young prince Hood likewife before her, and was by 
fo much the more to be pitied, that he was nut 
yet fenlible of the calamity, though his was the great- 
eft lhare. Any body would have thought Alexander 
had been lamenting feme of his own relations; and 
inftcad of giving comfort, ftood in need of it 

himfelf. He abitain’d from eating, and order'd the 

fu« 
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funeral to be perform’d after the Perfian manner; 
and feem’d then to defer ve the reward he has 
fince had for Ins good-nature and contincncy. He 
had never feen her but once, which was the day fhe 
was taken prifoner, and even then it was Darius's 
mother, and not her that he went to vifit. He was 
fo far from receiving any impreUion of lull from her 
excellent beauty, that it only ferv’d to excite him to 
glory and honour. While grief fill’d all the place, 
one of the eunuchs that attended the queen, named 
Tvriote?, got out at a gate, which was not very 
flric cly guarded, becaufe it was on the back-fide 
of the camp, and fled to the Perfian camp ; and 
being taken up by the guard, was brought before 
Darius, lamenting and tearing his clothes. As foon 
as Darius faw him in this condition, he was diiturb’d 
with variety of thoughts, and hardly knew what 
chiefly to fear : “ Thy looks, faid he, befpeak fome 
“ great misfortune ; but whatever it be, be lure to 
“ conceal nothing from me, for by my repeated ca- 
“ lamitics, I have leatn’d to be unhappy ; and 
“ fome times even to know one’s mifery is a comfort: 
fay then, doll thou bring me (which is what I 
moll fufpeft, and dread to utter) an account of 
the violation of my family’s honour, which to 
“ me, and I fuppofe to them, would be more 
“ affli&ing than the greatelf torments ?’ To which 
Tyriotes reply’d, “ Sir, there is nothing, I affure 
you, of what you fear : for whatever honours are 
” paid by fubjefts to queens, are duly paid to yours 
“ by the conqueror ; but your royal confort is juft’ 
now dead.” At thefe words, the whole camp was* 
idl’d with cries and lamentations: and Darius no 
longer doubted, but file had been kill’d for refufing 
to yield up her honour : and dillrattcd with grief, 
he broke out in thefe exclamations, “ What crime 
4> have I committed, Alexander ? which of your re¬ 
latione 
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44 lations have I put to death, that you fhoald punifh 
44 niy cruelty after this manner ! you hate me v. itnont 
44 provocation ; but admitting your war to he Lit, 
44 ought you for that to wreak your revenge on u'• • 
41 men ?” Hereupon Tyriotes fwore, by the rue 
lar gods of the country, 41 That no ill ufage had 
44 been offer'd her, but on the contrary, that Aloun- 
“ der exprefs’d no lefs grief for her death, risan he 
46 himfelf could do, who was her hufband.” Then* 
words cncreas’dhis anxiety, and gave him greater fiu- 
picionthat this tendemefs proceeded from the familiar 
converfation he had with her ; difmiifmg therefore all 
that were prefent, except Tyriotes only, he now no 
longer wept, but iighing fa id, “ Look thee, Ty- 
Ci riotes, thou muff not think to put me off with 
44 lies; for torments prefencly fhall exprefs the truth 
“ from thee : but I conjure thee, by the gods, not 
44 to keep me fo long in iufpenCe ; if thou hail any 
veneration for thy king, tell me what I define to 
44 know, and am afham’d to utter, did not the 
44 youthful conqueror offer violence to her ?” Then 
Tyriotes offer’d 44 to fufrer die rack, and called the 
44 gods to witnefs, that the queen had been us'd 
44 with all the refpeft the drifted virtue could rc- 

44 quire.” At laid, Darius being convinc’d of the 

44 truth of what the eunuch faid, he cover’d his 
head, and wept a long time ; and the tears Hill flow¬ 
ing from his eyes, he uncover’d his face, and holding 
up his hands to heaven, he faid, 44 Ye tutelar gods 
44 of my dominions, my firft requeft is, that you 
44 would vouchfafe to confirm my kingdom to my- 
4i felf ; but if my rum be determin’d, I beg no 

“ other may be admitted king of Afia, than this jult 

44 enemy, this merciful conqueror.” 
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N Otwithftanding Darius had twice ask’d for peace 
without obtaining it, and thereupon had bent 
his whole mind to war ; yet, overcome by the vir¬ 
tue of his enemy, he made choice of ten of the 
chicfeft of his relations to make frefli overtures ; whom 
.Alexander admitted, having fummon’d his council to 
attend on that occafion. Then the eldcfr of the am* 
jafladors told him, “ That Darias did now a third 
‘ time defire peace of him, not that he was com- 
‘ pell’d to it by any force or ncceiiity, but mov’d 
• thereto by his jullice and continency. That fuch 
‘ was his generous behaviour to his mother, his 
‘ wife, and his children, that he fhould hardly think 
‘ them to be captives, but becaufe they were not 
‘ with himfclf. You fhew a fatherly care of thofe 
‘ that are yet living, and honour them with the 
‘ title of queens ; leaving to them all the fplendor 
‘ of their former fortunes. I can read as much 
‘ concern in your looks, as there was in Darius's 
1 when we left him, and yet he bewails the lofs of a 
‘ wife, and you only that of an enemy : and were 
‘ it not for your pious care of her funeral, you 
‘ would now have been at the head of your army, 

‘ drawn up in order of battle. Now where is the 
1 great wonder, if being overcome by fo much 
1 bounty and friendly ufage, he dcfircs peace of 
you ? what occafion is there for arms where there 
is no hatred ? Heretofore he offer’d you the river 
Halys, that terminates Lydia, for the bounds of 
11 your empire. Now he proffers you all thecoun- 
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freely gives you m marriage. 


tC tries that lie between the Hellcfpont and the i 
phratc:, as a portion with his daughter, when 

He moreover u! 

4t to leave with vou his Ion Ochu 

* 

‘‘ the \ ease, and his integrity. He only 

“ you will i \Here to him his mother ami \ 
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daughter Hr which you {hall 
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“ vined of >o.ir moderation, I would not 


i L ii 1 


v, 


i % 

i c 
<< 
It 
it 
i i 
it 
it 

u 


u 

tc 


you, that at this juncture, it were your intevdl 
not only to grant peace, but even to make ap;*li- 
cation for it. Do but look back on the will 
countries you leave behind you, and take a view in 
thought, of what it ill remains to conquer. An 
overgrown unwciUly empire is always in dang, v, 
and it is a difhcult thing to hold fall what \u.i 
cannot grafp. We fee thole Ihips that are of an 
umvieldly bulk are not eafily governed. Aid 1 
cannot tell, but Darius therefore loll fo much, W- 
caufe too much wealth firft furniilies opportunity 
for greater Ioffes. There are fome things much 
rafter to acquire than to keep : with how much 
more cafe do our hands ihatch things away, thin 
“ hold them afterwards ? even the death of Dari ads 
‘ c queen, may make you fcnfiblc that you haw su-i 
now fo much room left you to ihew your mcrcitul 
temper as before.” 

The ambalfador having fi mill'd his fpcech, Alexan¬ 
der ordered them to withdraw, and required thole of 
his council to fpcak their opinions. They all re¬ 
main'd filcnt for fome time, not daring to declare 
their fentiments, by reafon they were uncertain how 
the king himfelf was difpolcd : at laft, Pannemo 
fpokc to this effeft. <tf I vvas of opinion heretofore, 
“ Sir, that the prifoners fltould have been rellor'd to 

a thofe that would have redeem’d them at Daniafcus 

“ In 
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by which means a confiderable fum of money 
might have been rais’d whereas, while you detain 
them, they only deprive you of the fcrvice of a 
u great many bra\'c hands ,• ai d 1 can not but think 
k now adviiable to make an exthunoc of an old 
“ woman, and two young girk (which like a trou- 
“ blefome luggage, only retard your marches) for 
“ thirty thouland talents of gold. Bcfides, here is a 
“ noble kingdom to be had by agreement, without 
“ fo much as running the rifle of an uncertain war ; 

“ none before you ever having poflefs’d all that vaT 
trad of land that lies between the liter and .the 

. Turn therefore )oar thoughts. Sir, 
upon Macedonia, rather limn on Bacira or the In- 

1 7 t 

“ dies." The king wa> very mecn di:pleas’d with 
thk fpccch ; and therefore, as loon as he had con¬ 
cluded it, he fuid, “ And I alio would prefer money 
10 glorv, if 1 were Parmenio. But I am Alexan- 

C2> y 7 

tier; i am feenre from poverty, and l confider 
“ that I am no merchant, but a king. I don’t pre- 
“ tend to fell any thing ; my reputation, you may 
“ be fiu*e, I will never fell. If it be adviiable to 
“ reilorc the captives, it is mure honourable to 
u deliver them i.p gratis, than for a fum of money.” 
Then calling in the ambai fnd or;, he made them this 
anfwer : “ 'Pell Darius (for the ceremony of thanks 
“ is fuperiluous between enemies) that the ads of 
clemency and gcnerofjty that 1 have done, were 
not intended to procure his friendflrip, but were 
the real efledls of my own good nature : for 1 
don’t pretend to (hew hoftilities to thofe in afflic¬ 
tion ; my arms are defigned for an armed enemy. 
If he fincerdy fu’d for peace, perhaps I might de¬ 
liberate whether 1 iliould wive it or not. But fincc 
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he has not only follicited my foldicrs to revolt, but 
alfo endeavoured to corrupt my friends with mo¬ 


ney 



242 Quintus Curtitjs. B, IV. 

44 ney to deftroy me, I think inyfclf oblig’d to pur- 
44 fue him to deftru&ion, not as a juft enemy, but as 
44 a ruffian and a murtherer. As for the conditions 
44 he offers me, they are fuch, that to receive them, 
44 were to acknowledge him conqueror. He proffers 
44 me all behind the Euphrates ; does he (hew his li- 
44 bemlity in that ? where am I at this inftantyou 
44 addreis to me ? am I not got beyond the Euphra- 
44 tes ? it is plain then, that I am already encamp'd 
44 beyond the bounds he offers me with his 
“ daughter. 

44 Drive me then from hence, that I may be fen- 
44 (iblethat what you yield to me is your own. He 
u lhews his liberality much after the lame rate, when 
44 he offers me his daughter : would Tie not otherwife 
44 marry her to fome of his fervants ? It’s a migluy 
44 favour he does me, to prefer me to Mazrcus. Go 
44 therefore and tell your king, that what he has al- 
44 ready loft, and what he has Hill to lolc, is all :o 
44 be the reward of war and victory. That this 
44 mud determine tlie bounds of both empires, a,id 
44 each fhali be content with what fortune (hall allot 
44 him to-morrow. If he would be contented with 
44 the fecond rank, and not infill on being upon an 
44 equality with ine, may be 1 might grant what he 
44 afks; for I did not come into Ana to receive, but 
44 to give. Tell him then, that as the celellial woild 
44 cannot be govern’d by two funs, fo it is inccw 
44 fillent with the welfare of the terreftial one, to be 
44 rul’d by two powerful kingdoms. Let him there- 
44 fore rcfolvc to furrender himfelf to-day, or piv- 
44 pare for battle to-morrow : let him not flatter him- 
if felf with the hopes of better fortune than what he 
44 has already experienc'd.” To this the amballadois 
anfwcr’d : 44 That fince he was bent on war, it was 

candidly done of him not to amufc them with the 

44 hope* 
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" hopes of a peace. They therefore defir'd, they 
k * might forthwith repair to their prince, fince it 
<k was necefiary he fhould likewife prepare himfelf 
“ for battle.” And being accordingly difmifs'd, 
ihev acquainted Darius, “ That he was on the 
“ point of an engagement. 11 
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>n he immediately difpatch'd Mazaeus 
with three thouland horlc, to take pofietfion of 
tiie pafTcs ; and Alexander having jerform’d the fu¬ 
neral of Darius's queen, left the heavy baggage, and 
whatever could retard his march, within the camp, 
appointing a fniall guard fer its lecurity, and then 

advanc’d towards the enemy. He divided his foot 

* 

into two bodies, and polled the cavalry on the right 
and left of it. The carriages follow’d in the rear. 
Then he fent Menidas with a party of horfe to dif- 
cover where Darius was. Put he not daring to ad¬ 
vance very far, becaufe Max a'us lay in his way, re¬ 
turn’d and told Alexander that there was nothing to 
be heard but the noife of men, and the neighing of 
horfes. On the other fide, Mazaius perceiving the 
Macedonian fcouts at a difiance, return'd to the 
camp, and acquainted Darius with the approach of 
the enemy; and as he was defirous of deciding the 
matter in the open plains, he commanded his foldiers 
to take to their arms, and drew them up in order of 
battle. In the left wins were the Baft nan horfe, to 

.O 

the number of a thou fond; there were as many 

Daha; 
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Dalian, with four thoufand Arachofians and C f;,v. 
Thefe were follow’d by fifty chariots arm’d v.iih 
fcythes : next unto them was Befius, with eight iho“- 
fand Baclrian horfe, and two thoufand 
then came the foot of fevcral nations, not mixV, h.-t 
in a dillincl order, each in their refpedtivc a*”'. 

Then follow’d Ariobavzancs and Orobates, v,!/. 

* 

up the Perf.ans, and had alio with them the ;,V- 
dians and Sogdions. Thefe two generals had m-i. 
particular commands, but Orfines commando 1 v ; 
part of the anny in chief. He was defeemhv i >:■ 
fome of the feven Pcrfians, and even deriv’d .A.. : 
from Cyprus. Thefe were fucceeded by ;; 

tions hardly known to their aflociatcs. Aiicrf-.j 

Pl.radates, with the Cafpian forces, and fft. 
chariots of war: behind thefe were the 1 no law, and 
the other nations that inhabit alone; the coal! of d.c 

O 

red-fea, rather mere names than auxiliaries, 
body was follow’d by .fifty other armed clmr'. 
which were join’d by the foreigners: after 11 » •/ 
came the Armenians, uillinguifli’d by the title ofde¬ 
fer. The Babylonians follow’d thefe, and bobs \. ere 

♦ 

clos’d by the l>clitsE, and thole who inhabit the Cof- 
frean hills. After thefe march’d the Gortuans dan 
baians originally, and had formerly follow’d the Me 
dians, but were now degenerated, and wholh igno¬ 
rant of the cufloms of their country. The Phruy.an. 
and Catahonians, and then the Parthians who lor- 
merly came out of Scythia, brought up the ienr. 
This was the order of the left wing. The right wn 
form’d by the troops of the greater Armenia, Av 
Cadufians, Cappadocians, Syrians, and Muhan 1 ; 
thefe had likewife with them fifty arm’d ihreli-t 1 - 
'The total of the army amounted to forty five ti-ou- 
fand horfe, and two hundred thoufand loot, living 
drawn up after this manner, they advanc'd ten 

furl on; 
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furlongs, and then were commanded to halt, and ex¬ 
pect the enemy under their arms. 

Ac tins very iunfture a fudden fear, of which no 
caut'e could be given, feiz’d Alexander's army, every 
one was amaz’d, and a fecret dread fpread itfelf over 
all tlieir hearts. The briglitnels from the clouds (it 
being fuinmcr-time) at a dikance appear'd to 
liu m like io many faming fires round about them, 
vTich they took for thole of Darius’s camp; fo that 
they were afraid they had inconfiderately advanc’d 
amongil the enemies guards. Had but Mazseus fallen 
upon them, while they were fill pofiefs’d with this 
fear, lie might have given them a great blow. But 
lie remain'd idle on the eminence he had taken pof- 
idlion of, very well pleas’d that he was not attack’d 
himfelf. 

Alexander being inform’d of the fright his army 
was in, “ order'd the fignal to be given for a halt," 
and then commanded them e< to lay down their 
arms, and reft their bodies giving them to under- 
hand, “ That there was no cauie at all for their fear, 
“ the enemy being yet at a good dikance.” At laft 
they recover’d their fpirits and refum’d their arms : 
however, Alexander thought it the bell way to re¬ 
main in that very place where he then was, and for¬ 
tify his camp. 

The next day Mazanis, who had poked himfelf 
;as wc faid) on an eminence from whence he could 
dii'cover die Macedonian's camp ; whether it were 
becaufe he had no other orders than barely to take 
a \ic\v of the enemy, repair'd to Darius. Hereupon 
the Macedonians prefen tly took poflcflion of his pok, 
lor it was fafer than the plain, and they could from 
thence take a prolpcil of the Perfian army. For 
notwithftanding the moift hills font up fuch a mill as 
hinder’d diem from taking a diking view of their fc- 
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vcrai divifions and their order of battle, yet it did 
not hinder them from a, general furvey. The mul¬ 
titude overfpread the plains like an inundation, and 
the noife of fo many thoufands, even at that dilb nee, 
fill'd their ears. 

The king began now to waver in his mind, and, 
tho’ it was too late, would fometimes weigh hi? <,\.n 
refolution, and fometimes Parmenio’s advice ; fo- L* 
was advanc’d fo far, that he could not retire v.u’u 
any manner of fafety, without he were vktorio^,. 
He was alarm’d at the vail multitude of his encmic, 
hi comparifon of his own fin all number : but then 
again he recall’d to mind the many great at lions be 
had atchiev’d with that little army, and the many 
nations he had conquer’d with it. So that hope hav¬ 
ing got the better of fear, and concluding that d • 
lays were dangerous, fince thereby defpair 
gain ground on the minds of his men, he cl ii inn bled 
his thoughts, and commanded the mercenary Pxonun 
horfe to advance. And having divided his pha¬ 
lanx, as we faid before, into two bodies, he plac’d 
his cavalry on each wing. By this time the mill was 
clear’d up, fo that Darius’s army was plainly to be 
feen : and the Macedonians, whether out of alacrity. 
or being tir’d with the tedioufnefs of any Iongu de¬ 
lay, gave a great ihout, after the manner of arnrio 
before they engage ; and the Pcrfians return'd t!: 
fame, filling the neighbouring woods and vullics witli 
a dreadful found. And notwithflanding the Macedo¬ 
nians could liardly be hinder’d from rulhing furioufly 
on the enemy, yet Alexander thought it Hill more no- 
vifable to fortify his camp on the hill, and according¬ 
ly order’d a trench to be call up round it; and the 
•work being fpeedily perform’d, he repair’d to lib 
tent, from whence he could behold the enemy b 
whole army. 
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ERE a perfect image of the enfuing "danger, 
prefented itfelf before his eyes; the horfes, as 
well as men, glitter’d in armor, and the care the ge¬ 
nerals took to ride through the ranks of their re- 
fpe&ive divifions, made him fenfible that the enemy 
was preparing with ail pofilble diligence for the ap¬ 
proaching battle ; befides fcveral things, which tho’ 
of little moment themfelvcs, fach as the noife of the 
multitude, the neighing of the horfes, the bright- 
nefs of their arms, diilurb’d his mind that was full 
of folicitude for the future event. 

Therefore whether he was yet unrefolv’d, or by 
the way of tryal, to know how they 'food affe&ed, 
lie call’d a council, and a ik’d them what they thought 
moll advifable in the prefont junsure. Parmenio 
(who was the mod experienc’d of all the generals 
in the art of war) was rather for fu.priling the ene¬ 
my, than for an open battle. He laid, “ they might 
ealily be vanquilh’d in the dead time of the night. 
For as they con Jilted of nations fo different in their 
cuftoin and fpeech, how would they be able, in 
the confufion of the night, ever to rally, if fet 
upon in their deep, and terrify*d with the unfore- 
1 'ccn danger ? whereas, in the day-time, the fright¬ 
ful afpe^ts of die Scythians and Baflrians, with 
their rough villages and long hair, and the mon- 
lfrous ftze of their valt bodies, might llrike a- 
dread in the foldicrs, who arc more liable to re¬ 
ceive impreflions from trifles, than from realities; 

L :: moreover. 
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moreover, their fm all number wouU be in ednerr 
of being furrounded by io great a multitude; u r 
they had not now t]ic ftraits of Cilicia, and nar¬ 
row pafics to fight in, but the plain:, and open 
“ fields.*' 1 They were aimoft all of Parmenioh 
nion ; and Poiypcrcon did not fcruple to da'.u.. 

That the \ ittory depended on the execution of i. ' 
The king therefore looking on Poiypcrcon 1 Tor he 
had lately been feverer with Parmcnio than lie wilidci, 
he could not find in his heart to reprove him again' 
Paid, ** This fabtile wifdom you advife me to, belongs 
“ to thieves and robbers ; for their chief aim is ro 
deceive. Cut I fhall not always kiffer cidler .Da- 
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rius’s abfcncc, or the ilraitnef; of the place, or a 
furprize in the night, to obftrucl me of my glory. 
I am determin’d to attack Inin openly, ai.d had 
<c rather ha\e occafion to blame my fortune, than be 
“ afhamed of my victory. Ecfidcs, I am very veil 
allur’d, that the Perfians keep Uriel guards, and 
{land to their arms, fo that it were impo'hluo to 
fall upon them at unawares. Wherefore prepare 
yourfelves for battle.” 

Having thus encourag’d them, he difmifs’d them 
to refrefh thcmfclvcs. Now Darius imagining tic 
enemy would have done as Parmcnio propos’d, imd 
order’d, “ That the horfes fhould Hand ready bridled 
<c all the night, and a great part of the army to be 
“ under their arms, and the watches to be Rrktiicr 
“ kept than ufually.” His whole camp was illumi¬ 
nated with fires; and he himfclf with his gerevds 
and relations rid about the diviflom that were upon 
duty.” Then invoking “ the fun that they 1 ail 
44 Mithres, and the facred and eternal fire, to inJpre 
“ his army with a courage worthy their antient glory, 
<f and the adls of their predeceffors; and dedar'u, 
44 that if it was poihblc for the mind of mantoguch 



B. IV. 


Quintus Curt ius. 


249 


1 at tokens of the divide afiilance, it was plain, 
‘ that tin* cods were on their fide. It was thev who 


* w> 

ll:v.ik the Macedonians lately with a hidden tear ; 


' uxv being bids in great amfuhon, as appear'd bv 


l i' 


truer raim'. e. a^out :*.nu rany-urn clown tour arms : 

' that the haw ww now at .hand, that die tutelar 
v rods of ferd 1 had pitch'd upon to ouniOi thole 

1 i 1 

' mad men, and that tieir general v.a- no wifer 
* than the ic!l. i’or af^r me manner 0! wild beads, 
he look’d lb greedily upon his prey, as, like them, 
to faii into the fuarcs wiiich were fet before it.” 

Tne Macedonians were in the fame folicitude, and 
pafs’d that night in as much fear as if the battle laid 
been to be then fought. Alexander himfelf was 

w 

move terrify\1 man ever he had been before, and 
tail’d for Arhbvi.lcr to offer up vows and prayers. 
He therefore being cloath’d in white, and carrying 
facrcd herbs in his hand, with his head covered, 
pray’d with the king, who implor’d the protection of 
Jupiter, Minerva, and Vi&ory. Afterward having 
offer’d facrifice, according to their rites, lie return’d 
to his tent to take his red the remainder of the night. 
But lie could neither 11 cep nor com pole the diiturbance 
of his mind. 

Perfians right wing firft, fometimes he thought it bed 
to attack their main body, and then again he doubted 
whether it might not be more advifable to fall upon 
their left wing. At bill his body being tir’d with the 
anxiety of his mind, he fell into a profound fleep. 
As foon as it was light, the officers repair’d to his tent 
to receive orders, anil were much fur prized at the un- 
nfual filence they found there. For he us’d to fend for 
them, and fometimr- reprimand their lazinefs ; they 
therefore wonder’d, that being on the very brink of 
danger, he was not yet tlirriag ; fomc were of opi¬ 
nion he did not roll, hut ihrunk oat of fear : at the 

1, ; fame 


One while he refolv’d to charge the 
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fame time none of the guards dar’d to enter tlie uno, 
and yet the time of action drew nigh, and the ki¬ 
ckers did not dare to take to their arms, or form -uir 


* 

mnks, without the general’s orders. Parmcnio there¬ 
fore having waited a confulcrablc time, cominainkJ 
them to refreih themfeives; and there being a ncvT- 
fity now for the chawing up of tiie army, he 
into the tent, and not bein' able to wake the kii o u / 

' 4 »j # 

calling upon him, lie toac:.- d him with his hand, and 
told him, “ it was broad day, and the enemy v.as 
advancing towards tiiem in-order of battle ,• while 
your foldiers, for want of orders, are dill without 
“ their arms. What is become, Sir, of your wonted 
“ vigour of mind ? you us’d to prevent the moh 


iC 
4 i 


eariv 


n 


1 4 


U 

iC 

a 

a 


” To this Alexander rc plv’d, “ Do you 

^ A 9 0 m m 

think it was poflible forme to compofe nnlelf m 
reft, till l had calm’d the anxiety or my thong):!:; 
'This file], “ J:e commanded him to give the figral 
46 for battle.” But as Parmcnio perfifted in his au- 
“ miration “ how he could fleep fo fccurely ?” he 
told him, “ there was no reafon to wonder at k : 
for while Darius was burning the country, deftr^y- 
ing tlic towns and villages, and fpoiling the 
provifions, it was impoffibie for him to be eafy j 
bur now that he prepares to give me battle, wiat 
“ fbvjkl I fear ? he has now granted me all 1 dclire. 

o 

“ However, I fliall fatisfy you farther he real cu\ to 
u this matter ; in the mean time every one of you 
repair to your refpedive commands, and I'll be 
with you prefently, and then I’ll tell you what 
you arc to do.” 

He very rarely hearken’d to the admonitions of his 
friends when danger was at hand ; however, now 
having put on lib armour, he came to the army. 
The foldiers had never feen him fo chcarful before, 
and they conjefturM from his undaunted countenance, 

that the day was their own. 

The 
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The king J.rft of all, order'd tu cm to level the 
works, and then drew up t)?e aony after this manner. 
In the right wing v, ere Avne hone which they call 
Agema, commanded b/ Llitur. 10 whom lie join'd 
Pinlotas’s troop', and the cavairy of if vend other 
commanders; t:.e hot regiment was that, of Meleager* 
next came the pin iaa.x. .After the phalanx, were the 
Aorralpicles : thmc were commanded by Nicanor, 

o # ; r » 7 

Parmenio s fon. (Ac.io.' with ids troops, were a 
body of refer*e; after him were Oreites and Lyn- 
ceites, and r.e.:t to thole Polypercon, who command¬ 
ed the foreigner!. Amyntas had the chief command 

o # 

of this diviiion. Phi lag us led the Balacri, who 
were lately took into the alliance. This was the dif- 
pofition of the right wing. In the ic-fr was Craterus 
with die Pelopcnnehnn hoHe, and with him were 
alfo the Achaians, Locrcmhans, mid Malayans : thefe 
were clos’d by die Theffalian horie, commanded by- 
Philip. The foot were covered by the horfe. Tliis 
was the order of the left wing. Now, that he 
might not be furroanded by the multitude, lie had 
polled a ftrong body of relerve in the rear, and had 
on the wings, troops in rcadincls to relieve in fuch a 
cafe; not fronting as the reft of the army did, but 
on the Ranks, that in cafe the enemy endeavour’d to 
hirround them, they might be ready to engage them. 
Hue were polled die Agrians, commanded by At¬ 
tains, a:; alfo die (Aclan archers. The ranks in die 
rear, weie to front outwardly, that the army might 
be fee tire every way. Here were the Illyrians, with 
the mercenaries, and the light-arm’d Thracians, in 
fine, he had fo difpos’d his army, dial it fronted every 
way, and was ready to engage on all Tides, if at¬ 
tempted to be cncompafs’d : thus the front was not 
better lecurcd than die flanks, nor the flanks better 
provided for than the rear. 
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He 
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He order'd them, “ That irx cafe the Ea.lvxa: 

“ let loofe their arm’d chariots with Ihou'u ::rnx 
“ them, to open to the right and left, and let the> 

“ filently pafs by,” being well allur'd they wodi! 
do no mifehief if they were not oppos’d in thei. n.x 
fage. ‘ 4 But if they font them upon than wide-. 
4i ihotiling, that then they ihould terrify them 

their conclamations, and kick the alfiighud ho:-Sc> 

with their darts.” Thtv that commanded the 

♦ 

wings, were ordered 4i to extend them as much as 
4t they could, without leaving the center too thin, 
t£ that they might not, by too clofe an order, he in 
4 ‘ danger of being furrounded.” The baggage ;u:d 
priibners (among!! whom were Darius’s mother and 
children) were plac’d on a rifing ground not far fora 
the army, with a moderate guard. The left w.i-, 
commanded by Parmenio, as it us’d to be, and the 
king himfeif commanded the right. The armies 
were not come within the call of their darts, when 
Bion, a deferter, came riding on full fpeed to il.e 
king, and acquainted him, that Darius “ had plam- 
“ ed iron caltrops all over that ground where he ex- 
“ petted the Macedonian horfe, and by a certain 
“ fign, ftiew’d him the place, that his men might 
“ avoid it.” Alexander having order’d the dcierter 
to be fecur’d, call'd together his generals, and im¬ 
parted the information to them, requiring them 
“ to decline that place, and to acquaint their men 
“ with the danger.” However, it was impoihMe 
for the whole army to hear this, the noife of b°d' 
armies taking away the ufc or the cars, fo ti a; 
Alexander riding about, fpoke to the captains ;m<! 
thofc that were next him, in the following manner. 


G II A P 



2 53 


B. IV. 


Qu iNTUS CuRTIUS, 



C II A P. XIV. 


Y OU that have march’d through fo many 
countries in hopes of the victory, for 
which you are going to fight, have now but this 
iinffle danger left to encounter with. Then he 

O 

reminded them of the river Granicus, and the Ci- 
lician mountains; that Syria and Egypt had been 
conquer'd by them, with only pa (ling through the 
fame, which were fo many encouragements and 
pledges of rheir future glory. That the Pcrfums 
were fugitives, rally'd together in their flight; 
and would only fight now, bccaufe they could not 
fiy any farther. That this was the third day they 
had lain under their arms, trembling and almolt 
dead with fear, without daring to make the leaft 
motion. That there could not be a greater demon- 
flration of their delpair, than their burning their 
towns and country ; by that very procedure ac¬ 
knowledging all to be the enemies that they could- 
not dcitroy. That the empty names of unknown 
nations, ought not in the lcail to terrify them,, 
for it was of no moment to the war, who they 
will'd Scythians or Caducians: it being plain from, 
their being unknown, that they are infignificant 
people; lince it is impofiible brave men lhould lie 
buried in obfeurity and oblivion ; whereas cow¬ 
ards, when forc'd from their lurking retreats, 
bring into the field nothing but a barbarous title. 
.V for the Macedonians, they have fo fignaliz'd 

E <; ** their 
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“ their virtue, that there is not the lead corner of the 

C{ earth that is ignorant of their glory. Do but bt>- 
* c hold the uncouth appearance of the Barbarian, 
* c how forrily they are arm’d ! fome of thim 
<c only a dart, others a fling to call flone*, \\] i| i; 
€< very few of them have proper arms. Therefor, 
notwithftanding the enemy be fnpciior in nur.hrr 
“ of men, yet you have the advantage of foldurs. 
Moreover, he did not require them to exert their 
bravery, unlefs he encourag’d them by his exam- 
4 ‘ pie. He affur’d them, he would fight in pcri’on 
4< before the colours, and that he Chould eh com the 
“ wounds he there receiv’d, as fo many ornaments 
4C to his body. That they knew very well them- 
4< felves, that all partook of the booty, except him- 
4t felf. That he made no other ufe of the rewards 
* f of his victories, than to adorn and honour them 
with them. This was what he thought fit to fay 
8 ‘ to the gallant and-brave. But if there were any 
among!! them of a different difpofition, he m 
c< acquaint them, that they were now advanc'd ib 
4< far, that it was impofttblc to fly : that having be- 
“ hind them fuch vnJh countries, fo many rivers and 
44 mountains to oppofe them, there was no pafhige 
Si open to their own homes, but what they fhould 
iC make themfelvcs fword in hand. 

Thus he animated the captains, thus he encourag¬ 
ed the foldicrs who were near him. 

Darius was on the left wing of his army, having 
with him a ftrong guard of chofen horfe and foot, 
and defpis’d the finall number of the enemy : judg¬ 
ing, that by their extending their wings to the ut- 
moft, their main body mult needs Hand very ih’n. 
Being therefore feated aloft in his chariot, lie addreb 
cd himfclf both by looks and gedure, to the troops 
that were about him on the right and left ; telling 

them. 
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them, “ that we who were a little while flnce, lords 
of all the countries between the ocean and the 
Hellefpont, are now reduc’d to light, not for glo¬ 
ry, but for fafety ; nay, for what we even prefer 
to our fafety, our liberty. This day will either 
cilablifh, or put an end to the larged empire the 
world has feen. At the river Granicus we en¬ 
gag'd the enemy with an inconfiderable part of 
our forces: when we were overcome in Cilicia, 
we had Syria to repair to, and the Tigris and Eu¬ 
phrates were as bulwarks to our dominions. Now 
we are got where there is no room left for flight, 
every thing behind our backs being exhauded by 
“ the continuance of the war. The towns are dif- 
“ peopled, and there are not hands to cultivate the 
“ earth: our wives and children alio follow the ar- 
“ my, and will certainly fall a prey to the enemy, 
if we are backward in expoflng our lives for thofe 
dear pledges. As for what depended on me, I 
have taken care to have fuch an army as the larg¬ 
ed plains are hardly able to contain. I have fur- 
niflfd it with horfes and arms, and have taken 
care to fupply it with provilions, and have ehofen 
fuch a place to light in, where all our lorces may 
be dii play'd. The red depends on your felvcs, 
do but dare to conquer and the work is done, re- 
“ nown and fame arc but weak arm» atiainft brave 
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men, therefore do not regard them in the enemy. 
For it is his ralhnefs von have hitherto fear’d, and 

4 7 

midaken for courage; which when its firll fury is 
fpenr, becomes languid and dull, like thofe ani¬ 
mals that have loll their dings. Thefe fpacious 
fields difeover the final I number of the cnem y., 
“ which the Cilician mountains hid. You fee how 
thin their ranks are, how their wings are Jlretch’d 
“ out, tlicir center is in a manner vacant, as for the 

1 . 6 u rear, 


<< 




a 


a 


w 



256 Quintus Curtius. B. IV, 


44 
4 4 
44 
4( 

44 

44 
44 
i( 
4 1 
<< 
<4 
*Q 
it 

a 

4 i 
it 

a 

a 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

14 

44 

44 

44 

44 

4i 

M 


rear, they feem by their facing outwards to h<_■ 
ready to run away; they may be trod to (had; hr 
the horfes, tho’ .1 were barely to fend mv am-i 
chariots among them. If we gain this bayh- ;; 
puts an enel to the war, for they have no phae m 
efcape to; they are inclos’d between the i i. , 
and the Euphrates: what before was advantage o..j 
to them, is now become a nufance. Our army h 
light and ready on all occafions, theirs is loaded 
with booty. They are, as it were, entangled in 
our fpoils, fo that we may kill them with calc. 
The fame things (hall be both the caufe of our \ 
tory and its reward. If any of you are hurtled at 
the renown of the nation, think with yourfckig 
that only the arms of Macedonians arc there, avl 
not their perfons; for a great deal of blood ha. 
been fpilt on both fuies, and in a fmall number 
the loi’s is fooneft felt. As for Alexander, Low 
great foever he may appear to the cowardly a'-d 
fearful, he is kill but one individual creature; 
and, in my opinion, 'both rail 1 and foolilh. Noa’ 
nothing can be lathing that is not fupported l y 
reafon, and though he fee ms to be fucccfsful, \\t 
at long run he’ll pay for his temerity, lkkdcs 
the turns and revolutionsof things arc of fhort dura¬ 
tion, there is no inch thing as an unmix'd Idicr •. 
Perhaps it is the will of the gods, that the Peri; n 
empire (which by a feries of fucccfs for thefe tv, a 
hundred and thirty years, has rais’d itfell to ihe 
higheft pitch of grandeur) fhould receive this vio¬ 
lent Ihock without being overthrown, to put in* in 
mind of human frailty, of which wc are too loi 
getful in profperiry. A little while ago we our 
iclves carry’d the war into Greece, and now v/e 

are forc’d to drive it from our own country: thus 

¥ 

we are toil by the mutability of fortune, for one 
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nation is not capable of the empire \vc bom af¬ 
fect ; but admitting we were di dilute of hope:, 
vec necdlity ought to animate us, our cafe is io 
deplorable. My mother, daughter.-, and fon 
Oehus * v. ho was born w : ih a rh-ht to fuccecd in 

v O 

the empire) together with le\eral princes dei'cend¬ 
ed from r*n;.l blood, and year eer.ciab, who 
were like fo many kings, all wear his chains; 
nav, I rny felf am more than half a captive, un- 
lefs you exert your helves: free my bowels from, 
their bondage, reflore to me thofc dear pledges, 
(for which 1 am willing my ielf to die) my mother 
and children, for I have loll my wife in that pri- 

^ * 4 

(on. Think with, votiriciws how trtev all reach 

# * 

out thcT hands ro yo. . implore the affillance of the 
gods beg yoi.r help, pitv and fidelity, to deliver 
them from fervitnde, fetters, and a precarious way 
of living. Can you believe thev are cafv under 

w • _ • * 

thofe they would hardly vouchfafe to command ? 
But I perceive the enemy approaches, and the 
nearer the danger draws, the ids am 1 fatisfv’d 
with what I have laid. 1 conjure you then bv the 

i P • - 

tutelar gods of our country, by the eternal fre 
th.at is carry'd before us on altars by tlie Jplcndor 
of the fun that nfes within the limits of my empire, 
by the everlahing memory of C) ms, who trans¬ 
fer 1 d the empire from the IVledes and Lydians to 
the Bcrhans, to free our name and nation from the 
utmoft clilgrace, ball on chcarfully, and full of 
hopes, that you. may trailfinit to polleriry the glo¬ 
ry you have receiv'd from your prcdeccllors. You 

carry in vour right hands vou.i liberty, relief, and 
# * ^ 9 / f 

all our future hopes : whoever defpiles death is 
leaft liable to it, the fearful only fall a prey to it. 
1 ride in a chariot, not only to comply with the 
cuilom of my country, but alio that 1 may be the 

“ better 
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ct better feeh bv all; and I am not againft your imi- 

* iJ ¥ 

“ taring of me, according as I give you an example 
“ either of fortitude or cowardice.” 
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I N the mean time Alexander, that he might avoid 
the place of ambufeade, difeover’d by the defer- 
ter, fetch'd a compafs : and that he might encounter 
with Darius, who led the left wing, caus’d his army 
to march in an oblique line. Darius alfo on his fide 
advanc’d towards him, and commanded Bellas to 
charge Alexander's left wing with the Me fi age tan 
horfe in the flank. He had before him the arm’d 
chariots, which upon the fignal given, broke in fu- 
rioufly amongft tne enemy, and were driven with a 
loofe rein, that by the fuddennefs of the furprizc they 
might do the greater execution ; fome were deltroy’d 
by the pikes that iluck out at the end of the poles, 
and others were cut to pieces by the feythes plac’d 
on each fide. 

The Macedonians did not give way gradually, but- 
taking to their heels, confounded their ranks; and 
Mazxus perceiving their difordcr, that he might 
ftrike the greater fear into them, fent a thoufand horfe 
to plunder their baggage, thinking that the captives 
that were guarded with if, would, at the approach of 
their friends, break loofe and make their efcape. Par- 
menio, who was in the Idi wing, was not infcnfible of 

J . j * )7 

what was doing, he therefore immediately difpatch’d 
Polydamus to the king, to ac({uaint him with the 
danger, “ and to know his plcafurc upon this otcafi- 
4 ‘ on." The king havinr heard Polydamus, made 

this 
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“ this anfwer, tell Parmenio, that if we get the day, 
“ we fliall r.ot only recover our own, put alio be 
44 mailers of all the enemy has ; and therefore let 
“ him not weaken the army on that account, but 
41 continue fighting manfully ; and after mine, and 
44 my father Philip’s example, defpife the lofs of the 
44 baggage. 

In the mean time the Barbarians were pillaging the 
camp ; and having kill’d a great many of thole that 
guarded it, the prifoners broke their chains, anti 
arming themfelves with what came next to their 
hands, they join’d the horfe, and fell alfo upon the 
Macedonians, who were now in a doubtful condi¬ 
tion : fome of the prifoners ran for joy to Syftgam- 
bis, and told her Darius had got the victory ; that a 
mighty (laughter had been made of the enemies, 
who were at laid ilrip’d of all their baggage and 
booty; for they concluded the Perfians had every¬ 
where the fame fortune, and were now as conquerors 
running about for plunder : and notwithftanding they 
would fain have prevail’d with Syhgambis to mode¬ 
rate her grief, yet fhe remain’d in the fame Hate as 
before, without fpcaking one word, or changing her 
countenance, but fat as if (lie were immoveable, 
(and Teem’d to be afraid by too early a joy to pro¬ 
voke fortune) infomuch that the (landers-by could 
not make any judgment of her inclination. 

While thofe things were doing, Amyntas, one of 
Alexander’s colonels of horfe, came to the afliitance 
of thofe that guarded the baggage, whether of his 
own motion, or by the king’s orders, is uncertain ; 
but he was foon obliged to retire to Alexander, not 
beinv; able to lult.iin the lliock of the Caduiians and 
Scythians, having been rather a wituels ol the lofs 
of the baggage, than a refcucr. Alexander upon 
this was fo tranfported with grief, that he knew not 

what 
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what to refolve upon ; he began to fear, and ; »* 
without came, Jeft die concern for the Iefs of the': 
booty might draw the foldien from the fight ; i: • 
therefore lent Aretes with the pihemea call'd Sad ? o 
phori, againil the Scythians. F>y this time the c , 
riotshaving put the iirit ranks into confukon, v,,.}.„* 
drove againft the phalanx ; the Macedonians wc;c so 
far from being dhhcarten’J at this, that they ope H i 
to the right and left, according to their former it,- 

U J ’ i. / 

ilruttions, and made a lane for them to pais through, : 
and Handing in dole order, like a bulwark, Hack 
horles with their pikes, as they went at random, a-J 
then furrounding the chariots, brought headlong do»,a 
thole that defended them. Here was io yea: a 
daughter made of horfes and their driven, that it 
quite fil'd and choak’d up that fpace; the drives 
could row no longer guide the affrighted cattle ; ami 
the horfes, by their kicking and Hinging, had ivy; 
only broke their traces, but alfo overturn'd die dr.- 
riots, and being wounded, dragged after them the 
men that were flain, neither being able to Hand Hill 
for their fright, nor to advance, being faint with the 
Jofs of blood. However, a few of thefe chariots 
pierc'd clear through to the rear, and mangle;! ihe 
bodies of thofe they fell amongft, after a molt di du¬ 
rable manner; the ground was (trow'd with their c..i- 
fcfled limbs; and as they were heated, and their 
wounds freih, they were not fcnfible of much pain, 
that notwithHanding their maim'd and weak con¬ 
dition, they did not let their arms drop, till by ex- 
ceffivc bleeding thev fell down dead. In the mean 

w # 

time, Aretes having kill'd the captain of the Scythians 
that were pillaging the baggage, preis'd hard upon 
them ; but the Hadrians coming feafonably to tiieir 
afliftance, turn’d the fortune of the fight again : a 
great many Macedonians were trampled under foot in 

the 
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me very firit charge, the reft fled hack to Alexander ; 
hereupon the Perf-ans gave fuel; a fho :t as vigors are 
i;Ad to give, and mill'd iuiioufly cn the enemy, a:; if 
their defeat Lad been univcrial. 

Alexander therefore check'd thole were fii.d.t- 
odd, and encourag'd them, and renew'd bin,fell :lie 
fglit, that began to glow languid. f L L*::, iauir.g; in¬ 
jur'd them with freih \ Dour, he commanded them 
to charge flic enemy. r i i.e Peiflans right whig was 
very much weaken’d by the detachment of Kafniarn, 
which were lent to feme the ba^ca^e : Alexander 

O O O ' 

therefore attack'd their loofe ranks, and made a ?rtat 

J K > 

j;a filter of ti:e enemy, which beirur perceh’d L ” 

1 ^ ^ ^ , ( * 

the Persians left win**, rind thinkins: thev had it 1.1 

c j ' O - 

their power to farm.aid Alexander, they fell upon 
IA rear. Here die kins; had been in **' r l n c vj % 1 ii ic/, ti b 

o o V. ' 7 

Icing ia the middle of his enemies, if the Agrian 
cavalry had not clapl fpurs to their boric s, and charg'd 
me Barbarians that lurroundcd him, and by time 
means forc’d them to face about to defend themfelves. 

'flic troops were hard put to it on both fidcs, for 
Alexander had the enemy both before and behind ; 
and thofe who attack'd his rear were themfelves very 
much prefs’d by the Agrian forces: the Baftrians alfo, 
wlio were now return’d from pillaging the baggage, 
could not recover their poft, and feveral battalions fe- 
parated from the reft, fought with the next of the ene¬ 
mies that came in their wav. The two Hivjs who 

• v* * 

were now near one another, encourag'd their re- 
fpedive troops ; a greater number of Pcrfians were 
Ik’iin, the number of me v/01 nded was almoft equal. 
Darius was in a chariot, and Alexander on fork-hack ; 
they were both guarded by (elect foldicrs that had not 
the lealt thought of themfeh e\ for if their king fell, 
they neither would, nor could be file, and they 
look'd upon it as a noble thing to die in the prefence 

of 
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of their fovereign ; and thofc were expos'd to tl,e 
greateft danger, who exerted themPelves moil for ihe 
preservation of the ki r. y, v>hom they guarded ; ibr 
every one covetc 
of the r.d/erfe p 

flOn of tile C-'C^, *> t*.' * l ' Tilin' whn U'rrr 1 n Kr-.. i»- 
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the Liiv-h- he.i!, ».o v, ?.e » v...rif/\! cither bv the noi:V 
of the arm; ; or the groan.. or the d\ mg men, and 
appealed a loop tinieaho.it Alexander's ho. he, rafter 
fufpei ded hi air t:.an A : mg. .It is eertai i, Ariihmdcr 
havin'* •?* ,t m ]ft win 


to ‘lament, ana currvmo :i 

« » ^ O 


lawrel in id.-; bund, fhcVv’d tnis fight to die ioldier>y 
who v/cre attend 1 , o to Me iftht, “ as an infallible to- 

c. > 7 

<c her. of the viaory.'* 1 hey were then animated 
with frdh cot: \y e and a durance, v.ho before were 
drooping, and ti.mr alacrity encrcas'd when Darius's 
charioteer was flaia ; neither did the Perfians or Ma¬ 
cedonians doubt but the king was kill’d. Here¬ 
upon Darius’s relations and attendants diPrurb’d the 
whole army (which till then, fought with aimoft equal 
advantage) with mournful howlingr, and barbarous 
cries and lamentations. This caus’d thofc on the 
left to take to their heels, and defert the chariot, 
which thofc on the right receiv’d immediately into 

o _ # 

the middle of their divilion. Jt is faid, Darius ha\iog 
drawn his ftvord, was unrcfolv'd, whether lie ought 
not to avoid a jhnmcful flight by an honourable death. 
But perceiving, as he fat aloft in his chariot, that fome 
part of his army kill maintain’d the fight, he wa 
afham'd to leave them deftitutc of a head. While he 
remain'd thus between hope and dcfpair, the Perfians 
gave way by little and little, and broke their Older. 
Alexander mounting a frelh horfe (for he had already 
tir’d fevera!) continu’d kicking thofc that refilled him 
in the face, and thole that lied from him in the back : 


s 
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by Mis time it was no longer a light-, but a perfect 
ni.tifaere, and ])<uius himfelf turn Vi Ms chariot to 
ir.ae.e the befc of his way. The victors pinfu’d the 
rusted, but the doudr. of dull that rufe tin to the 

i 

wrv ikies, intercepted thur fit hr, k> that ti-.cv wan- 

t A ^ c' J 

h.-r’d like men in the dar:-:, raining now ord then at 

• O 

the ioui’.d of a known voice, as at a iignal. it h true, 

the noife of the reins wMi which they ft rude the 

6 

j-orf.s that drew Dariu-'s chariots, were fometimes 
heard by them, which war. all the footileps they hatl 
to purfue him by. 
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U T in the Macedonians left wing, which was 
commanded by Parmcnio, as v/e laid before, the 
iuccefs of both parties was very different: for Ma- 
zzeus, with all his cavalry charg’d furioully the Ma¬ 
cedonian horfe, and prefs’d hard upon them, and 
as he was much fuperior in number, began to furround 
the foot: when Parmcnio difpatch’u meffengers to 
riic king, “ to lei him know the danger they were in 
“ on that fide, and that unlcl's they were fpeedily 
l-'ccour’d, they fhould of ncceiiity be forc'd 10 

v # t 

‘i/. 1 ’ Alexander had purfuYl ihe enemy a con- 
fiderablo way when this melancholy news was 
brought him ; hereupon he Rop'd both horle and 
loot, and in a rage cry’d out, “ That the vidory 
was fnatchYl out of his hands, and that J)arius was 
“ more fortunate in his flight, than lie in his pur- 

In the mean time the account of the king’s 
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luit.” 
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defeat 
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defeat had reach'd Ma/eeur, who thcrcupo: 


) ' 1 ' ' 

\ . \ 1 ; * 


vi till kind in**; h 


wui nucii the kn.njerl cui iv 

V. ’ _ ^ 

preL now fo violently on the ATat edocinn? : 
mer.io v.as altogether ion.*:ant why the fight (! 
en'd, hove\ Liy he laid nold of live opportunity 
an cxporTnc'd general ; and having call'd to hi: * 
Tilth.than hone, he .aid to them, li Do you v 1 
<k how thole who a little while ago bore in th:• 
down upon m, being faddenly terrify’ch [ 

“ how in their attacks ? for certain it ij our !• 

“ fortune that gives us alio the victory. The uld 

o __ * 

cover’d with flaughter’d Perfians ; whv are vou 

o ^ • 

idle ? are you not a match for them, even rxo 

that you fee tlicm ready to flv r" 

♦ # » 

AV’nat he faid form'd fo probable, that they n 
fam'd freih courage ; and clapping fpers to : 
hordes, charg'd tne enemy vigorouily, who j.c-t 
no longer gave way by little and little, bat o- 
t re a ted lo fait, that nothing was wanting to make 1 : a 
perfect flight, but that they did not as yet turn tatir 
backs. However, as Parmenio was kill ignorant how 
it far'd with the king, he kept his men back ; by mis 
means Mazxas had time given him to fly, he there¬ 
fore repafs'd the Tig-re, not the nearefl way, but 
fetching a great ccmpafs, and for that rcafon with the 
greater fafety, and came to Babylon with the broken 
remains of the routed army. Darius made toward: 
the river Lyons, with a few that accompany’d him in 
his flight, and having pafs'd the tame, was wavering 
whether he ought not to caule the bridge to lx- 
broke, for ho was inform'd the enemy would loot 
be there. But then again, he onftder'd the 'r.ru •' 

thoufauda of Ids men tj.at were not yet coiv >'• 

¥ 

the river, and would, if the bridge were broke, cr: 
tainly fall a prey to the enemy : he therele: • Id. 
it (landing, and declar’d as he went away, “ 1 


i • *' 
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- k he had much rather leave a paflkgc to them that 
l< pariVd him, than deprive thole of it that fled 
“ alter him.” And having travcIPd over a vaft tract 
of ground, he reach’d Arbcla about midnight. Who 
c.n imagine or comprehend, even in thought, the 
\;iri0i:5 1 porting turns of foitnne here, the havock 
was made of both officer: and loldiers; the flip 1 1 : 
o! nc vanqcifn'd, the private daughters and miner- 
f\[ mafiacrcs ? Fortune feerns in this Angle day to 
h;o l heap’d together the occurrences of a whole age. 
Fane took the ihorteft way, while others tied through 
tne woods, and fav’d themfclvcs by private ways un¬ 
known to the purfiien.: there was a confus’d mixture 
ofhorfe and foot without leadci?, of the arm’d with 
the unarm’d, and of the found with the infirm and 
wivinded. 

hut at laid fear getting the better of compa/Eon, 
thofe that could not keep pace with the reft in the 
flight, were left behind bewailing their mutual cala- 
mines; the fatigu’d and wounded were parch’d up 
with thiril, to relieve which, they flung themielvcs 
proRrate on the banks of every dream, and 1 wal¬ 
low’d the water with insatiable greedinefs, which bcin<> 

O ’ cl 

muDdy, prcfently dwell’d their intrails; and their limbs 
being relax’d and numin’d therewith, the enemy 
overtook them, and rous’d them up with belli 
wounds. Some finding the neighbouring brooks rak- 

o ^ o 

cn up by others, draggled farther, that they might 
drain every place of what water they could find : 
there was not fo out-of-the-way, or dry a puddle, 
that could efcape the drought of the thirfty fenrehers. 
The villages near the road refounded with the cries 
and lamentations of the old people of both fexes, 
who, after their barbarous manner, Hill call’d upon 
Darius as their king. 


Alexander 
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Alexander having check’d his pur fait, (as we laid 
before) was come to the river Lycus, where he fom: 


a 


the bridge loaded with a multitude of the flying cai¬ 
rn y; a great many whereof, finding they were cioii- 
ly purfu’d, call themlehes into the river, and buV 
encumber’d with their arms, and tir’d with the action 
and their flight, were fwallow’d up by its raj id huam. 
In a little time, not only the bridge could not contain 
the fugitives, but even the river if ft*If was crowded 
with them, by their indifereet calling themfeives up¬ 
on one another; “ for when once fear hath fd/ul 
“ mens minds, they value nothing, but what cat:\i 
“ that fear.” 

Alexander being entreated by his follow err, no: to 

fuller the enemy to efcape with impunity, alhm’J 

for excufc of this pcrmiifion, “ that their wupm 

<i were blunted, their arms tir’d, and their 1-' 'a 

“ fpent with fo long a chafe; belkles all \, 

<£ night was coming on. But in reality, lie w •" 

pain for his left wing, (which he thought was kill 

gag’d) and fo was relolv’d to return to its aililk 

He had hardly fac’d about, when mefieng<.m t 

to him from Pannenio with the agreeable new.', the 

his part of the army was alfo victorious, lie w ■ 

never in greater danger during the whole d :\\, i.:n 

upon his return to the camp: there was but a k.:. tl 

number with him, and they were notinorikr, !>.* 

J # 

care Ids tranfported with the victory; for they to :• 
eluded all the enemy’s army was either fled, or flat) 
however, contrary to their expectation, all on the ird- 
den there appear’d a body of Pcrfian horle, which 
firft halted ; but having difeover’d the inconlkh rank 
number of the Macedonians, they charg’d them 
goroufty. The king rid at the head of his men, 
ther diffembling, than defpifing the danger: but 
again, he was attended by his ufual pro! pern;. , 
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(he Perfian commander coming againtl him with more 
furv than diicretion, the king run him through with 
his fpear, and afterwards dealt the like ufage to feve - 
rnl others who came in his way. I Its friends like wife 
fell upon the enemy, who was now in diforcer. On 
1 he other fide, the Pcrfians did not die unreveng’d ; 
for the whole armies did not engage more eagerly 
than thefe tumultuary troops: at kill, it being des¬ 
kill}, the Barbarians thought it more adviiablc to iiy, 
than to continue the fight, and therefore made their 
chape in different troops. 

The kind having clear’d, himfelf of this extraordi- 

O O ^ 

narv danger, brought his men fate to the camp. 

- „ O' D x 

There fell of the IVrfians this dnv, according to what 
account the victors could take, forty thoufiind, and 
of die Macedonians, lef. than three hundred. 7’his 
victory was owing more to the king’s brave, y, titan 
fortune : here it was his courage, and not tiie advan¬ 
tage or ground, that conquer'd. Ho had drawn up 
ids army mod lid 1 fully, and fought hnufelf mole gad* 
lantl)'. He fhew’d the highelt willlom in dcfpihng 
the lofs of the baggage and booty, iincc all depended 
on the iffae of the battle; and notwithllanding the 
event was yet undeteimin’d, lie even then behav'd 
himfelf like a conqueror. '1 'lien having (Iruck a ter¬ 
ror into the enemy, he afterward , routed them ; and 
which is to be wonder’d at in lo \ iolent a temper, he 
purluhl them with more prudence than engenief : 
lor had he continu'd his pundit, while one part of 
his army was Hill engag’d, he had either run the ridjuc 
ol being overcome through his own fault, or had 
been indebted to another for the victory; or had 
be been diflicarten’d at the hidden appearance of 
die body of horfc that fell upon him as lie return'd to 
his camp, he mull either, though a conqueror, have 
shamefully lied, or perilled miferablv, 

Nci- 
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Neither ought his ofheers to be defrauded of bail- 
cii;e praifo, for fjio wounds they receiv’d were io 1/ni¬ 
ne tokens of their braverv. Hcphxiiion wrn- 

4 « 4 

mrough the arm with a fpcar ; Perdiccu*, La:,., t 
and Men id as were alrnoll kill’d with arrows; and if 
we will make a true judgment of the IVlaccdor./r b 
of that time, we mull own, <c that the king voo 
;£ * worthy of luch fubjcdls, and they of fo gia.ua 
“ king.” 
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ERR I now to relate what was tranf 
acted in the franc fence of lime, either 

i. 7 

in Greece, dhricum, or Thrace, by 

Anti pater's can idee! or arpoin 1 .cat, ;u:- 

eouiing to the order of the ocean cm ices, t !i;ou!d be 

‘o.Vd lo inteinipt the lories uf Uk* a lain; olWfn, 

vw'.idil think more proper to rep relent entirely, witJi 

tiie fame connexion and order iu :n\ work, a, thev 

# # 

hold in refpect to the lime of their pi i h.-mumcc, doun 
to the flight and death of JDuruia. i (hail therefore 
begin with thofc tiling., that happen'd after the light 
•d Arbcla, where Emins arriv'd about midnight, as 
did alii) great part of hi i fiends and loldien, whom 
kuur.c had guided thitlier in their flight. .Dari e» 
•••*'- ing therefore call’d them too el her, told them, 

O iJ ' 

fl'iat he did not doubt but Alexander would repair 
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to thofe cities and countries that were moil cvlc- 
<€ brated for riches and plenty of all things. '11 
“ he and his foldiers had now no other thoughts but 
of enriching thcmfelves with the noble i’poil; ti a; 
lay expos’d to them. That this would be 0} ' r.;.: 
ufe to himfelf in his prefent circumftanccs, lit a..* ; 
Ihould thereby have time, with on unincuji.be 0 
body of men, to retire to the defarrs: and as h e 
remote parts of his dominions w'ere Hill untorei.M, 
he might eafily there raife frcfh forces to profre.m* 
the war withal*. Let them there rifle mv f ’r<.s 
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iff 


















which they have fo long thirfted after ; tlieio v hi 
but make them the eafier prey to me for the fu¬ 
ture $ for I have found by experience, that rO 
furniture, and a great train of concubines 
eunuchs, are only fo many impediment 
clogs, which when Alexander fhall drag after him, 
he’ll be inlet ior to thofe he has overcon.e. 

This fpeech appear’d to all that heard it, 
defpair, for they plainly law thereby, that he } iAU 
up the wealthy city of Babylon, and that the c. r- 
queror would alfo take pofleflion of Sufa, ami t v 
other ornaments of the kingdom, which were ;n 
caufe of the war. But he continu’d to rcpivkn; w 
them, “ That in adverfity fine fpecches were <0 m 
ufe, but only thofe that were fuitable to t!u“ pi* 
lent exigency of afiairs. That the war was to be 
made with iron, and not with gold : w ith men, 
not with city houfes: and that all things hukfc 
(( thofe that were arm’d. That his produce ITon- h.i 
after this manner recovered their primitive uian 
dcur, though they had been unfortunate at ‘uii 
Therefore whether he by this fpccch gave them f*;i 
courage, or that they refpeded his fovereignty ivure 
than they approv’d his counfel, he enter’d the burners 
of Media: a little while after Arbela, a city 
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of the royal furniture and treafure, was furrender’d to 
Alexander. Here were found four thoufand talents ; 
befides coftly apparel. For the wealth of the whole 
army was lodg'd here. 

The king foon decamp’d from hence, being forc’d 
thereto by the ficknefs that began to infecl his army, 
occafion’d by die flench of the dead bodies that al- 
moll cover’d all the fields. 

Jn his march he had on his left the plain country 
of Arabia, ib much celebrated for its odoriferous pro- 
duels. The lands that Ire between the Tigris and 
the Euphrates are laid to be fo fruitful and rich, that 
the inhabitants are forc’d to check the cattle in their 
pillurage, for fear they fhould kill themfelves by fur- 
felts. The caufe of this fertility proceeds from thefe 
two rivers, which communicate their waters through¬ 
out the whole territory by the hidden veins in the 
earth. Both thefe river.*, have riieir fource in the 
mountains of Armenia, and afterwards dividing them- 
felves, continue their different courfcs. Their great- 
ell di'lance about the mountams of Armenia is, by 
thole who have meafur’d it, reported to be two thou¬ 
sand five hundred furlongs, Thefe rivers, when they 
begin to cut their way through the Lands of Media 
and Gordia, by degrees draw nearer to one another; 
and the farther they run, the narrower is the interval 
between them. 'They are neareft cadi other in thofe 
plains which arc by the inhabitants call’d Mefopota- 
mia, which lies between tliem ; from whence they 
continue their t o n fe through the Babylonian borders, 
and at lalt empty themfdvcs into the Red Sea. 

Alexander in lour clays came to the city call’d 
Mumnis: here there is a cave which has in it a foun¬ 
tain that cmiu a vait quantity of bituminous matter, 

0 that it is probable enough, the walls of Babylon, 

M 1' which 
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which are a prodigious work, were cemented with 
that matter. 

Ac Alexander was continuing his march toward. 
Babel m, Afeneus (who had fled thither from the 
battle) came with his children that were at ace ct 
maturity, and Surrender'd himlelf and the town to li¬ 
king. Hi:, fob million was very acceptable to tie 
king, by reafon the luge of fo ftrong a place mim of 
neceflity Jiavc been tecious. Beflde this, Ids cp’fllv 
and bravery were very confidcrable, and he lrud b. ; ; 
lately diftinguiih’d himfclf in die lad great aciion, 
and whole example might be a great inducement to 
others to imitate him. The king therefore rcceiwi 
him and Ins children very gracioufly; however, he 
form’d his army which he led in perfon into a ilmare, 
and commanded them to enter rite town in that cider, 
as if they had been going to an engagement. Tie walk 
were fil'd with Babylonians who flock'd thl.her, ca- 
rer to bdiold tlu-ir new love reign : but the mvawit 
part went out to meet him. Among thefe were Lb- 
VMndianC' oo\ ernor of the caflle, and keeper of t. •; 
hw.ifs treamiv, who was unwilling to be oetclone in 

Th; road he had flrcw'd ail owr 

iviih Hewers and mirlaml-, and adorn'd on (ach tide 

» * ^ 

with f:\vr aha;--, whih were Idl’d, not onl\ vib 
frunkincmfc. but all manner of perfumes, lie \w> 
follow 'd by the prelentr. he defign'd the king, \ i.\ 
droves of cattle and horles, with lions and leopards it 
ttrong cage** for that purpole. 'I hole were b'ihn.J 
1 j v ti')e Magi Jinging hymns after the manner < 1 w: 

After the le came the Chaldwans, a ad n. t 


zeal by ,0 mucus. 


fly the llabv Ionian prophet;, but alfo the r.u.ii' :»•*. 
itii their refncAivc inUrnments: thele arc m d u 


'umturv. 
onl 

wiui rneir rcipec 
ling the prince’s praile ; and the Chaldeans a:e ac 

ditied to the confulcraticm oi the motions of the ; ... 
nets, and dcclnie the \uiHitiu!e$ of the laf ' 1 

T 
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Thcfc were clos’d by the Babylonian cavahy* whom 
rich cloathing and furniture, for thcimek'cs and their 
horfes, denoted luxury rather than niugnifcenc* . 
The king commanded the multitude of tovvnT peoj ie 
to follow in the rear of his root, and bung oneem • 
paiVd by hlo guards, enter’d the citv m a ch -.riot. 


and then repair’d to the palace. 'Inc next day re 
tcok a view of Darius’s furniture, and all iiis treaf m . 
The beauty and antiijuity of the place attracted nc: 
only Alexander’s eyes, but likcwiT titofe oi all that, 
beheld it. Semiramis founded it, or, as a grew ma¬ 
ny affirm, Belus, whofe palace b ftill to be feen. 
The walls are made of brick, and cemented with bi- 
tjinen, and are thirty two foot in bread:h : fo that 
two chariots that meet, might fafcly pafs by each 
other; they were one hundred cubits In height, and 
the towers that were at certain cliftances, were ren 
foot higher than the walls. The com pais of the whole 
work took up three hundred fixty tight furlongs. It 
is laid that each furlong was f.niili’d in a fingie day. 
The buildings are not contiguous to the walls, but at 
the dillance of an acre from them : r.ay, the c ; tv is not 
wholly taken up with houfes, but only ninety fur¬ 
longs thereof, nor do all the houfes join to one ano¬ 
ther; as I fuppofe, bccaufe it was judg’d fufer to 
h'.ive them fcalter’d up and down in fcveral places. 

' 1 he red is low'd and plough’d, that in cafe of a liege, 
the inhabitant. may be Lpply’d with corn wkhtii 
iliemfclves. 7*he Ifui'lirat*.runs through the citv, 

. , . i v-' ✓ 7 

and in kept on both fuhsbv verv iliumj haul- -,, which 

, i. ' - L.» ^ 7 

“>v meiniclvcs a prodigious work : but tliefc have bc- 
fund them large and deep caves, to receive the rapid 
'beams, which otherwile, when they rife above the 
huiL, would be apt to bear down the houlcr, if it 
\wre not for thcfc hibten ancons receptacles. Thcfc 
( are alfo lin’d with brick, and cemented with 

iVl ; b.mmen. 
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The two parts of the town have a cow 
munication with each other by a ftone-bridge, bi il; 
over the river, which too is rank'd amongit u-w 
wonders of the eaU. For the Euphrates carries wit a 
it a very deep mud, which makes it very difficult to 
clear its channel fo perfectly as to find a frm foi.r.da 
lion. Moreover, the gnat heaps of land that gade> 
about the pillars that iupport the bridge l'.op rrx 
courfe of the water, which being by that con fig¬ 
ment check’d, beats more furioufly again!! it i) an 
would do if it had a free palfage. 'I'he caltle is 
twenty furlongs in circumference ; the towers nrc 
thirty foot deep within the ground, and eighty foot 
in height above it. On the top of the cattle arc thr 
pcnfile gardens, fo much celebrated by the Greek 
poets : they are of equal height with the walk of 
the town, and are mighty plcafant both on account 
of their ihady groves, and the tallnefs of the trees 
that grow there. This bulky work is fupported by 
pillars, over which there runs a pavement of fqiT.re 
Hone, able to bear the earth which is laid upon it to a 
great depth, and the water with which it is nouiilh’J. 
This pile carries trees of fo large a dimenfion, that 

their bodies are eight cubits about, and fifty foot in 
height, and altogether as fruitful as if they grew m 
ihctr natural foil. Now notwithflanding time pvvs 
by little and little, not only on artificial works, bat 
upon nature hcrfelf; yet this huge pile which is ptellcJ 
wifli the roots of fo many trees, and loaded with the 
weight of fo large a grove, remains Hill entire, it is 
fupported by twenty large walls, dillant eleven fool 
from one another, fo that they who behold thefe 
groves at a alliance would take them to be lo many 
woods growing upon their mountains. It is repoital 
that a king of Syria reigning in ihibylon, lot.uit >• 
this mighty work to gratify his queen, who bui-:s 

veil 
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open fields, pc Headed her lie (band lo imitate tl:e betui- 
us of nature in this uerk. 

Trx king redded longer here than he had done 
;ny u here : nor could there Le any place more de- 
ihactive of military ditciplinc. Nothing can be more 
corrupt than the manners of this cry, nor better pro¬ 
vided with all the requinte* to Air up and promote all 
forts of debauchery and lewdneh : for parents and 
iuu'bands fuller their children and wives to proftitutc 
mem {elves to their gueits, if they are but paid for 
the crime. The kings and noblemen of Pcriia take 
gixret delight in licentious entertainments : and the 
Babylonians are very much addidled to wine, and the 
confequences of drunkennefs. The women in the 
beginning of their fcafts are modclUy clad ; then af¬ 
ter fome time, they lay afide their upper garment, 
and violate their modefly by degrees ; at lalt (without 
offence be it fpoken) they fling away even their lower 
apparel: nor is this the infamous pra&ice of the cour- 
tizans only, but likewife of the matrons and their 
daughters, who look upon this vile proflitution of 
their bodies as an att of complaifance. It is reafon- 
able to think, that that victorious arm) r , which had 
conquer'd Afia, having wallow’d thirty four clays in 
all kind of lewdnefs and debauchery, would have 
found itfelf much weaken’d, for any following en¬ 
gagements, if an enemy had prefenfed itfelf: but 
that the damage might be lefs fenflble, it was from 
time to time as it were renew’d with frefh recruits: 
for Amyntas, the fon of Andromencs, brought from 
Anti pater fix thoufand Macedonian foot, and five hun¬ 
dred horfe of the fame nation ; and with thefe fix 
hundred Thracian horfe, and three thoufand five hun¬ 
dred foot of that country. There came alfo from 
IVloponncfus four thoufand mercenary foot, and three 

M q hundred 
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hundred and eighty horfe. The faid Amyntas like- 
vvife brought him fifty young gentlemen of the no¬ 
bility of Macedonia, to ierve as guards of his pcrfoii. 
'Vheir office is to fen-e the king at table, and attend 
him with herfes when he goes upon a<5lion ; to ac¬ 
company him a hunting, and do duty by turns at his 
< /-amber-door : it is here they learn the firfl rudiments 
of war, and lay, as it were, the foundation of their 
future preferment to be generals in the array, or go¬ 
vernors of provinces. 

The king having appointed Agathon governor of 
the callle of Babylon, aligning him feven hundred 
Macedonians and three hundred mercenaries for that 
purpofe left the government of the territory and 
city to Menes and Apollodorus, allotting them a garri¬ 
son of two thou fand foot, and one thoufand talents, com¬ 
manding both to make new levies to recruit the army. 
Ik* gave to Mazseus who came over to him, the lu- 
prrimcndency of Babylon ; and order’d Bagophanes, 
who had furrender’d the caftle to him, to follow him. 
lie gave the government of Armenia to Mithrenes, 
who had yielded up Sardis. Out of the money found 
in Eabylon, he order’d every Macedonian trooper fix 
hundred Denarii, and five hundred to every foreign 
trooper, and to every foot foldier two hundred. 


✓ 

# 

CHAP. II. 


A lexander having fettled things after this manner, 

march’d into the country, call’d Satrapene: 

the foil whereof being fruitful, and affording plenty 

of 
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of all kinds of provifions, he flay’d here the longer; 
and that idlenefs might not impair the courage of his 
foldiers, he appointed judges, and propos’d prizes to 
tliofe that ftiouJd diftinguifh themfelves in military 
exercifes. Thofe eight that ftiould be judg’d the 
braveft, were each to be made colonels of a thou- 
fand men, and were called Chiliarchar. This was the 
iirft inftitution of regiments of this number ; for they 
before confifted but of five hundred, and did not ule 
to be the reward of bravery. A great number of 
foldiers flock’d hither to behold the noble fpeclacle, 
and at the fame time were fo many judges of the be¬ 
haviour of each contender, and alfo of the juflice of 
the fentence of the judges themfelves ; flnce it was 
impoffible to conceal whether the honour was be- 
flow’d on the account of merit, or out of favour. 
The firft prize was adjudg’d to Adarchias the elder, 
who had been chiefly inftrumental in renewing the 
fight at Halicarnaflus, where the young foldiers gave 
ground : the next was given to Antigenes: Philotas 
Angceus had the third; and Amyntas obtain’d the 
fourth: after thefe Antigonus was thought worthy, 
and next to him Lynceftes Amyntas: the feventh place 
was awarded to Theodotus, and the laft to Hel- 
lanicus. 


He alfo made feveral ufeful alterations in military 
difeipline, from what had been prailis’d by his prede- 
cdTors : for whereas before, the horfe were div ided 
into corps, according to their respective nation.*, lie 
took away this dillinction, and appointed them colo¬ 
nels of his own chufing, without ha\ ing any regard 
to their nations. 


It was ufual upon a decampment, to give the fig-, 
nal by found of trumpet, but as very often that was 
not fufficicntly heard, being drown'd by the noife of 
the foldiers in their hurry : he therefore order’d that 

M 5 a long 
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a long pole for the future Ihould be fet over nis tent, 
from whence the fignal might be obferv’d by ai. 1 , 
which was fire in the night, and fmoak in the day. 

As the king was cn his march to Sufa, Abilities 
who was governor of that province, fent his ion to 
meet him on the road, and affure him he was ready 
to furrender the town. It is uncertain, whether he 
did this of his own accord, or by Darius's onkr, 
thereby to amufe Alexander with the booty : i ow- 
ever, the king receiv’d the youth very gracioully, and 
was conducted by him to the river Choafpes, whole 
waters are reported to be very fweet and foft. Here 
Abulites met the king with prefents of regal magni¬ 
ficence : among# other things there were dromedaries 
of an extraordinary fwiftnefs; twelve elephantsbrought 
from India by Darius’s order; but were not now a 
terror to the Macedonians, as they were intended, 
but a help : fortune having transferr’d the riches or 
the vanqnifh’d to the vidlor. Having enter’d th<: 
town, he took out of the treafury a prodigious fum, 
viz. fifty thoufand talents of filvcr, not coin’d, but 
in the wedge and bar. Several kings had been a 
long time heaping up thefe vaft trcafurcs, as they 
thought, for their children, and pollerity, but one 
fmgle hour put them all into the hands of a foreign 
prince. 

He then feated himfclf in the regal throne, which, 

- being much too high for his Jlaturc, his feet could 
not reach the ground ; one of his pages thercioio 
brought a table and fet it under his feet. Hereupon 
one of Darius’s eunuchs fighed, which the king ob- 
ferving, enquir’d into the caufc of his grief. Then 
the eunuch told him, “ 'That Darius was us'd to 
“ eat upon that table ; and that he coulJ not behold, 
u without Ihcddintr tears, the table, which was con* 

“ fecrated to Ids mailer’s ufe, apply’d in a manner lo 

“ in fulling 
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tc infulting and contemptuous.” At thefe words, 
the king began to be aihamed to violate the gods of 
hofpitality, and commanded “ it to be taken a- 
“ way : but Philotas in treated him by no means to 
“ do fo, but on the contrary to take it as a good 
u omen, that that table, off of which his enemy us’d 
<c to eat, was now become his footftool.” 

Alexander deiigning now to pafs into Perfia, gave 
the government of Sufa to Archelaus, leaving him a 
garrifon of three thoufand men ; Xenophilus had the 
charge of the caftlc, having with him for garrifon 
the luperannuatcd Macedonians. The care of the 
treafury was committed to Callicrates, and the lieu¬ 
tenancy of the county of Sufa was reltor’d to Abu- 
Htes. Darius’s mother and children were likewife 
left here. 


The king receiv’d about this time feveral garments, 
and a great quantity of purple from Macedonia, 
which was fent him as a prelent, with the workers of 
them ; lie order'd them immediately, to be carry’d 
to Syfigambis : for he fhew’d her all manner of re- 
fpect, and even paid her the duty of a fon. He 
charg’d the me {lungers at the fame time to tell her, 
“ That if the cloaths pleas’d her, file fhould let her 
“ grand-children learn to work them, and make pre- 
“ fents of them.” At thefe words (lie fell a weeping, 
and thereby fufficicntly declar'd how unacceptable the 
prefent was to her ; for there is nothing the Per/ian 
ladies have more in contempt, than oven to let their 


hands touch wool. They who carry’d the prelents 
acquainted him, “ That Syfigambis feem’d afllidlccl 
The kinff hereunon thought himfelf oblig’d to to 


The king hereupon thought himfelf oblig'd to go 
and comfort her, and excufe himfelf for his over¬ 


fight j which he accordingly did, and told her, 
“ Mother, the cloaths 1 now have on, were not on- 


“ ly a prefent from my filters, but alio their work. 

M 6 “ Our 
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“ Our different cufloms led me into my error: I de- 
fire therefore you would not mifinterpret my ig- 
“ norance as an affront. I hope, I have hitherto 
“ carefully enough obferv’d thofe of your cuftoms 
C4 that come to my knowledge. When I underfiood 
“ it was not the pra&ice of Perfia, for fons to fit in 
44 their mother’s prefence without their leave firlf ob- 
44 tain’d, every time I came to vifit you, I kept 
44 ftanding, till youfignify’d to me I might fit: and 
44 whenever you offer’d to fall down in honour of 
<l me, I never would Puffer it. In fine, as a token 
44 of the perfeft veneration I have for you, 1 give 
4£ you always that title which is due only to my dear 
mother Olympias.” 


4^4444444 4444 4444 >4444444444 4 4 -* 4 44 


CHAP. III. 


T HE king having reliev’d her uneafinefs after 

this manner, came in four encampments to a 
river, call’d by the inhabitants Pafitigris. It Iras its 
rife in the mountains of the Uxians, and continues 
its courfe in a furious manner among the rocks for 
the fpace of fifty furlongs between its grovy banks ; 
after which it runs through the plains in a finoothcr 
channel, and is navigable; and having pnfs’d through 
a fruitful’ foil, for the tpacc of fix hundred furlongs 
with a gentle ftream, it empties itfelf into the Pci' 
ban fea. 

Alexander having pafs’d this river with nine 
ihoufand loot, the Agtians, mercenary Greeks, and 
fcluree thou fund 'Thracians, came into the country of 
tljc Uxians ; it borders upon the territory of Snfa, 
and extends itfelf as iar as the frontiers of Perlia, 




/Air, 


iliii;:, 
telliiHl: 

fejjsllil 1 

J.W.•■•***•♦? • 

»U»I«***«*‘ 

r; .»*»••••«* 


a n* »•' 

!«■«.••*•> • 

■ ■<•*•••*•• • 

|l»l.«•••»'• 

.. • 

... 

IliHlt'la • ■ 

• * 

HlHiaMi 
mltH * 1 ♦ 
*#*«•(•##« 
><f+#<#"/ • * 

IlMII}" • 

iomim • 

■mot* 1 ' 

1 • 

• 

iMIMl}' • 

.HIM!'" 
HtiliM • • 
tltllM • 
«nlln* 



• 

HIM-* 

iilti • 
*••• 

• ••• 

• ••« 
!«•••■ 


• }• 

W- 

■Ml. 

Ilaar 

HIM- 
Ml.. 

•II" 
l#4*M 

• ««.- 

• Mi'* 

• •••»«< 

•III.**.• 
•••Ml* « 

• •••HI 

• ••>"• I • ' 

•* • •*•»• 

•••■■•«■•« 

• •••<«*•*»’ • 

■••••!■•*•• 

• ••I'MlMl • 
•••"*••"• • 

• »**"< »*f»» * 

f 4 


• k ■•• • V !#• 9 
*♦«*•■*#♦#• 

***!•' + + 9 *• + ***•+•*++ *l 

A *fll« »« til 

A f4 | v ft i • ■ * * » ft ft <#■» iftft 

• ♦ i I # ■ ft ft ft > ft 

• MM •t#ftl«ftfti##4i|#* 
•«•*« *♦«»• 
«4«1 ft ft I ftftft « ft * ft ftftlft *1 
»ftft%ft 4 ftftftl « ft ft ftftft iftfftAI 

• ft«ift ftftp l« ♦ • t MMIMAil 

Aftftfft»»tfll*ftv«liftfftft#4 
ftlft4ft»l«M IftftftftftfttlftB* 

• ««ii 

A A ft ft * # # ft# ■ ft# ■ • ♦ | »**••! 

ftfth»>MM«ftiH|Hft»ftl 

BlHft M # | 4 ft #M« ftilM ft* 

fMMMiftftl IHUMIMI 
lllMMIMi MMftlMIllftj 

• ft I I ft ♦ ft ft i ft ft t t ft ft » M *4 ••] 

ftftfft#M#i###»#ftft»M9fft 

^ftftftftlMMf MftftMftlftftlUj 
Mftlfl iMMMlIOMfti# 

• «9fttMp«M|ftllftlO»ti) 
iftMaMiM4tM4«lftftft«9[ 
jlllftl Mil I MM »lM« Pftl 

MftMMMftlllflVlftl ftf| 
ftllMMMMMI l»*lf*J 

.Mftftltftft 4 ft ft Ift | Mtftfl 

•IliMMftMftlMUftft 
,#|M|lftftMft|IIM9*l 
k «»iiftaift9tMftftM>il 
«iUft$||iM«lM|M 
■ MlHItlllftMIflft 

LtlltM ft««| $ i l«|»vft| 

•HlMIII IftftMMtl 
fttaft«lMftftftlftV#Af| 

• ft ftft »«•*•«• ft# ■ 

M«l> ti|tiftft*»ft#« 

m r» «#iftia«laft|ft 
lift# i*#ft##ftft##J*« 

ft### ft • I *•# l#ft ft** 

MMft#Ml«IM9|A| 

- ft# i « »49Mftl9««t 
ft ft ft 194ft ftftBtl 

Iftft IftM if Mftftftft 

«•• ••iiinia• 

I tnMMlMMI 
IM *•»•*■ »••«*•! 
*••»•• •••••••» 

IMM ••MMI* 
••a•»»•••■«•*[ 
/■ill* 

• •••it tiiinavi 

• •••«*■•>)■ iHj 

• Mill I MlBill I 

»•**•«•11 

(•all »••••■•»•( 
>•«•••I 
MIM ••■•»•«■»! 
Mil l« MMMMl 
uni i niiiiiii 

• ■»••« •••»•••• 
I.MUMIIMM 

!>'•*»• »»««•»••] 

MllMllMMII 

111 L__ 

><<•>«••••• a *•! 
!••a••aa••■•••■ 1 

i.■••••illill*! 

la.. Mill 

la • a a a • a ■ b« • • 

ilia • I M i• i• till 
•■aa•• mi • ••*( 
mi i mu •••■I 

• • > aaaaaaitaiB 

• i*«• ••aiaiaail 

hi.. 

•.•••••«*••»•»| 
,..• .»•.••• .da 
!■#•••#••••• ■ IIP 

illli I II I IMMlI 

•iii•••»«••••-! 


#»»•! 


• »*••••••a*• 

•*«.a«a Ilia• 
IIHMMlMMMI 
IlilMlllMMMa 
• IMMMMM 
ri#aaatfii«a. 

■ • a a ■••• t m»»mm 
I lMMII a III! II 
• a••alibi II!• al 
naaiiilMiMM. 
»••*■«••••••• MM 

• iHMiiMmtMM 
MiMMh »mm •••• 

. ... 

>in! aiaiiiitiallM 


M| a ■«! a» I I 

91 9 9 « ft ft • I t •• 
♦*# 

• • A ♦ f • • ♦ • # •• 


. i . ft ft ft ft ft ♦ 

• a ft ift i ♦ ft 
•*ft a* • 
a 4 ■ ft ft ft • i ft 

ft ft # » % • • • 

ft • ft 4 4 • ♦ ft 

• a * J ft * * ♦ 

ft ft f»# •« • 

I . «* • i 

. a • ft . • • a 


9 9 ft If » 9 9 
ft a I ftf « ft i 
• # ft ft ft « ft 
ft tftftftt •# 
A Ifftftft## 
ft « f I ft ft 9 « 

ft a f ft i 9 ft 

ft • 9 4 ft•# • 
ft «t|ft#ft 

a ft I ft » * a ft 
ift • ft • ft • 
ft /(ill 


• • 


i 


I 9 • 


w 

Q to) 


kail 



INUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIu 


*♦< 





ft Ift ft# ft ft ft I % ft ft# # # ftfttft 

. iMMMIlMlidlMta 

r.iHMaiiaitMiMMii 

"1 • > S!tSSa•••*«Sa*«** 

aSltSSSlMM.IIIi MIM 

• Mtaiaaaaafliltiaaiaa 

a iimmimmi i an a ana* 

• •««•••>•■* f 

__..IMMIMII laaaaalia 

•atiMMUMMIMIlMMlt 

■ MiMiiiminiiMiM • 

• •••»■••••••••■•••••■M 

MlMUMaMMIMilltll 

• a IM »»«a MillHH • »•■* 

la i mm i ia» am a atiai 

• IIMIMMIIIIlMlIllh 

MMWMMiiMiimitH 

• •■•MMltlMMMMMM 
*• ••••»•* ■ •• laiMaallil 
«a miim«im«i ••••aaija I 

.. 

MMlMMlimiMlilMl 
a ih.mimmmh»mum 
»»««>•»•*.*• 
mi mi mim i ■ 111ai mu• 
IMMIHIIIM « Mil ll«»B 

MlM|MMMfM|||ll|IJ 

a • • ■ • 11 n m«i •Miiiatftft 1 
i mImii«i<*« •!■■ al la , 
|•M•IM»IM•aMMM■Ml 

... 

tmiMMMt*l|l|MlMiJ 

• '•••aiMillaliia'iaaaaT 

• •mmmmMiMMiMUM 

• ••tMIMMi»IIM*ilia> 
lalMMMMlIIMMHlI* 
MllllMMlIlMlMMIM 

• ••mmmimmimiMII * 1 

• MlMlttMlHIII iiim 

• MIMMlIMi """‘M i 

• •••M"MM*IMtlltlM| 

• IIMMMIM MIM MMai 

a • • » « i imm •* i • • a a i l»i' 

• iMIMMMMlUll'M* 1 

• •MMMIMtMll **••••< 

• MtMMMMMU "MIBI 

IMflMMlMMII i »•*!•« 

• • IM «•••»•* 

• MilMMlIll 
»•••♦* M*m» 
MMlMMHlI 

• If I 1 Ml M IMI* 
llllilM *<11111 
• «ll l| M« i • If ••• 
MmUtltllMtM, 

• • • I • • « • « < • « • IMM 
"••IMM»MIIM*II 

aiiniiiiiimiitiiiiiiaii:::;:;;;:::;;: 1 .::::: 


1V=\ 

0 ®l 


# ♦ ft ♦ • 


ftft# 


ft### #•#•€# 


t i 
• Ml 
ftfM HM 
• ftftft ft I ft ft ft #« 
««a* 

• Mftf OMMj 


#■ I 


• • 

ftft# ft ft 9 4 ft # I 

ft » ft## « ♦ Ift ft •< 
»ft«|4#ft#»*# 
ftlHftllfMM 
A ft ft t 4 > • ft ft ft I 
• f iftOl# M( • HI l#| 

• ft #1 lMlMftOM*« 

• ftft » 4 i afftftl 


Ift# ft * * ft ## I 
•►ft 


M#l I I 

fftI f ft 4 ft ft •! 
Ift* f • # ft # f # 
*4 I I ft ft • ■ ft 


s,. rv 


V 


ft ft ft ift ft 4 

♦ MIMI 
IMM 

MHI 
JM 















































































































































































































































































































B. V. 


Quintvs Curtius. 


28 1 


leaving but a narrow paffage between it and the Su~ 
fians. Madates had the government of this country, 
who was no time - for ver, but was refolv’d to run all 
hazards for the fake of his allegiance. However, 
thole that were acquainted with the roads, .inform’d 
Alexander, “ That there was a bye-way through 
“ the mountains, that led to the back fide of the 
“ city, and therefore if he fent a few light-arm’d 
“ men that way, they might make themfelves mailers 
“ of c. higher ground, than that of the enemy’s.” 

The king liking the advice, pitch’d upon thofe 
that gave it to ferve as guides to his men, and order’d 
Tauron, with fifteen hundred mercenaries, and about 
a thoufand Agrians to execute it, and to fet out after 
the fun was down. As for himfclf, he decamp’d at 
the third watch, and about break of day had pafs’d 
the ftraits; and having cut down timber to make 
hurdles, and other ncccilary engines, to cover thofe 
that ihould advance the towers, began the ficge of 
the place; here was nothing to be icon but craggy 
rocks and precipices, the foldicrs were therefore re¬ 
puls’d, as not having the enemy only to encounter 
with, but alfo the difficulties of the place, notwith- 
Uanding which they advanc'd ; for the king was 
among the firft, and would fometimes afk them, if 
having reduc'd fo many flrong town?, “ they were 
“ not afham’d to be baffled in the negc of a fntatl in- 
“ fio-nificant caflk* ? The kina, was now attack'd at a 

o 

diflancc ; and not being to be prevail'd upon to with¬ 
draw, the foldiers form’d a tortoile with their buck¬ 
ler?, to protect him from the arrows, darts, and 
Hones that were lcvcli’d at nim from the walls. At 
length Tauron appear'd \vi*h his detachment above 
the calllc, at whole ir>lit the enemy’s couraee beaan 

O ^ e) 

to flag, ami the Macedonians fought with inert' vi¬ 
gour. The townfhun were now attack'd both before 
and behind, and nothing could Hop the fury ol the 

enemy ; 
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enemy; fomc few were for dying refolutelv, bat 
more were inclin’d to fly, and a great number retir'd 
into the caftle. From hence they deputed thirty art- 
bafiadors to implore his mercy, but they receiv'd for 
anfwer, t£ That there was 110 room for pardon.” j.\\ 
ing therefore feiz’d with the dread of future torment?, 
they difpatch’d deputies to Syfigambis, Darius’s mo¬ 
ther, by a private way unknown to the cncmv, to 
intreat her to ule lier into re it with the king in* their 
behalf, for they were not ignorant that he lov'd an! 
honour’d her as a parent. They were the more 
courag’d to this, becaule Madatcs had marry\i }\\- 
fitter’s daughter, and was nearly related to Darky 
Syfigambis refus’d to comply with their requelt if, 
a long time, telling them, “ That it did not fair 
“ witli her prefent circumltances to turn in tercelV 
“ for others, and that (lie had reafon to fear tiring the 
“ clemency of the conqueror; beiidcs that, ihe oft 
“ ner reflc&cd on her being at prefent a captive, 
“ than of her having been a queen.” However, u: 
lafl being overcome by their importunity, ihe writ a 
letter to Alexander, wherein “ ihe begg’d hi; pnrfon 
for the liberty fne took to intercede for the lx I ug- 
ed, for whom fhc implor'd his mercy ; ai d 1 op'd 
he would at lcn.lt forgive her, for folitving l.o in¬ 
dulgence in the behalf of a friend and re ia; ion, 
who was now no longer an enemy, but an Limbic 
fuppliant for his life.” 

Here now is a remarkable inAnncc of the kings 
moderation and gooctnefs at this fine, for he noi on¬ 
ly, at her requeft, pardon'd Madaus, but graulai to 
all their liberty, as wadi to ihole th.u wete tapiiu’*, 
as thole who furrender’d thunfclvc.s, confirmin'.; tlxir 
ininii!nities : he likew ife, left T.n place iM.touifd, 
and permitted them to cultivate their land:. u\ tree: 
fhc could not have obtain’d more of .Darius, though 
her fon, had he been conqueror, lie afterwards 
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united the Uxian nation to the government of Sufa; 
then having divided his army with Parmcnio, he com¬ 
manded him to inarch through the Rat country, while 
he with the light-arm’d forces, took his way along the 
mountains, which run in a perpetual ridge into Perfia. 

Having ravag’d all this country, he arriv’d the 

O O J ' 

third day on the borders of Perfia, and on the fifth he 
enter’d the flralts which they call Pylre Sufida;s. 
Arlobar/ancs, with twenty five thoufand foot, had 
taken poifefiion of thefe rocks, which were on all 
Tides deep and craggy, on the tops whereof the Bar¬ 
barians kept themielves, being there out of the cafl 
of the darts. Here they remain'd quiet on purpofe, 
and feem’d to be afraid till the army was advanc’d 

w 

within the narrowed part of the limits; but when they 
perceiv’d them to continue their inarch, as it were in 
contempt of them, they rowl’d down ftones of a pro¬ 
digious bignefs upon them, which rebounding often 
from the lower rocks, fell with the greater force, and 
not only crufh’d Tingle perfons, but even whole com¬ 
panies. They likewife plyM their flings and bows 
from all parts; even this did not feem a hardlhip to 
thefe brave men, but only that they were forc’d to 
perifh unreveng’d, like beads taken in a pit-fall: up¬ 
on this, their anger turning into rage, they caught 
hold of the rocks, and helping one another up, did 
all they could to get to the enemy ; but the parts they 
laid hold on giving way to the drength of fo many 
hands, fell uponthofc that loofen’d them. In thefe 
lad circumllanccs they could neither Hand dill nor go 
forward, nor protcdl themfelvcs with their 1) •» biers, 
by reafon of the great fr/.e of the llo ie~. the !’:i.‘i>:vi.ins 
pufh’d upon them. The 1-iug wm. n n o:dv griv’d, 
but afhamkl he had fo ralldy brought IT at my into 
thefe limits. Till this day he had been i-u ir.cible, 
having never attempted any thing in vain. J fc had 
enter’d the llraits of Cilicia without damage, ami had 

open’d 
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open'd himfelf a new way by fea into Pamphilia ; h-y. 
here that happinefs which had always attended 
feem'd to be at a Hand, and there w a* no other reme¬ 
dy but to return the fame way he enme. ihwhrr 
therefore given the fignal for a retreat, he command¬ 
ed the foldiers to inarch in clofc order, and to join 
their bucklers over their heads, and fo retire out cf 
thefe ftraits, after they had advanc’d thirty furlongs 
within them. 


w iS <r ^ •!* •!- •!* ■!■•!' *!• sMK *S>!4 -S * .*• a.% 

it •' I' •» iv*» •* •» •» 5% o> ivt< n 6. 1 « r 


CHAP. IV. 


1 


king, at his return from the flraits, having 
pitch'd his camp in a plain open ground, not 
only held a council on the prefent juncture of ahh.n, 
but alfo was fo fuperditious, as to confult the p:o- 
phets concerning what was mod advifable to be dune . 
but what, in fuch a cafe, could Arillander (who \\:u 
then in greateft efleem) pretend to forctel ? 1 a; r iug 

afule therefore the unfeafonabie facrificer, he ga. c 
orders to bring to him fuch men as were well :.t • 
quainted with the country; thcle men told him nt ,i 
way through Media, which was fafe and open, !»..{ 
the king was aihamkl to leave his foldiers unbury'd, 
for there was no cuilom moie religion fly ob!<r\eJ 
amongll the Macedonians than that of bulging then 
dead : he therefore commanded the prifoneis hi li;u! 
lately taken to be brought before him ; among tin ft 1 , 
there was one who was ikill'd in both the Greek atul 
and Pcrfian languages; this man told him, “ it was 
“ in vain for him 10 think of leading his army inm 

1 ) * , 

“ Pcrfia, over the tops of the mountain:;; that tn«‘ 
narrow ways lay all among woods, and were iw.m* 
ly pailliblc to Angle perldns, 1 ' all tiie country b 
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(OverM with woods, which were in a manner united 
by the intermixture of their branches. For Perfia 
on one fide is hemm’d in by a continual ridge of 
mountains that extend themfelves fixteen hundred 
furlongs in length, and one hundred and feventy in 
breadth, beginning at mount C ancalue, and reaching 
as far ns the Red Sea, which forces for another fence 
where the mountains fall. At the foot of the hills is 
a fpacious plain very fertil, and thick fet with towns 
and villages. The river A raxes runs thro’ thefe 
plains into the Medus, carrying along with it the 
river.-, of fevcral torrents : the Medus, which is a lefs 
river than it receives, empties itfelf into rhe fea to 
the fouthward. No river can contribute mo-e to the 
production of grafs than this, for whatever land 
it waters, it clothes it with flowers and nerbage. Its 
banks are alfo covered on both Tides with plane trees 
and poplars, fo that to thofe who behold it at a di- 
flance, the woods upon the banks feem to be conti¬ 
guous to thofe upon the mountains, becaufe the fhaded 
river glides along in a low channel j and the little 
hills that border upon it are well cloath’d with wood, 
this fruitful water penetrating through the earth to the 
roots of the trees. 

There is not any country in all Afia more heathful 
than this, the air is temperate, and on one fide the 
long ridge of mountains, with their fhady groves, al¬ 
luviate the exceflive heat of the fun, and on the 
other the adjoining fea cheriihes the ground with 
its moderate warmth. 

The prifoncr having given this account, the king 
afk’d him, u Whether he had what he faid by the 
“ relation of others, or by his own infpc&ion 
He made anfwer, “ That he had been a fhepherd, 
“ and knew all thofe bye-ways perfe&ly well : and 
“ that he had been twice taken prifoncr ? once by 

“ the- 
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“ the Pcrfians in Lycia, and now by himfe.f.” Tin, 
anfwcr put the king in mind of the Oracle that had 
told him, <e a Lycian fhould. be his guide into IV. ■ 
“ ha;” having therefore made him large prom if-, 
Suitable to the prelent ncceflity, and the prisoner's con - 
ditlon, lie order’d him 44 to be arm’d alder the hut 
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ccdonian manner, and in the name of fortune to 
lead the way, which (noiwithilanding its U-cinhm 
irn practicable nefs) he did not doubt to pam ih:\. 
widi a imall number, unlefs lie imagin'd chat 
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der could not do that for the fake of t»lorv ain't i..,- 

. O j 

nour, that he had done on the account of ah 
“ flock.” Hereupon the prifoncr perilded to mge 

the difficulty of the undertaking, especially »or 
men in amis.” To which the king re ply hi, 
Take my word for it, none of them that are in 
“ follow will refufe to go wherever you lead them.'’ 1 
Then having committed the guard of the camp to 
Cralcrus, with the foot which he commanded, and 
the forces under Meleager, and a thoufand horfc ar¬ 
chers, he order’d him fi< to obferve the fame form of 
u encampment, and to keep a great many fires, that 
“ the Barbarians might by that think the king was 
“ there in perfon ; but if he found Ariobarzanes got 
intelligence of his march thro’ the winding nar¬ 
row ways, and thereupon made detachments to 
oppofe his palfage ; that then Craterus fhould ufe 
his utmoft efforts to terrify him, and oblige him to 
keep his troops together to oppofe the prefent dan¬ 
ger ; but if he (the king) deceiv’d the enemy, 
and gain’d the wood, that then, upon the alarm 
among the enemies endeavouring to purfuc the 
king, lie fhould boldly enter die limits they had 
been repuls’d in the day before, lince he might be 
lure they were undefended, and the enemy turn'd 
upon himfclf.” 
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At the third watch, he broke up in great filence, 
without To much as the fignal from the trumpet, and 
follow'd his guide towards the narrow way. Every 
light-ann’d foklier had orders “ to carry with him 
three days provifion.” But befidcs the fccepnefs 
of the rocks, and the flipper hied; of the hone that 
of;cn deceived their feet, tie driven fnow \ cry much 
incommoded them ; for it fume times fwai low'd them 
i:p as if they had fallen into pit:.and when their 
fdlow-foldiers endeavoured to help them out, they 
tiiemfelves were null’d down into the frail 


c 


pus. 

Moreover, the night, and unknown country, be- 
littes the uncertainty whether the guide was faithful 
or not, very much cncreas’d their fear : “ For if he 
“ deceiv’d the guards, and made his cfcape, they 
“ were liable to be taken Eke wild beaks: fo that 
“ the king’s and their fafety, depended on the fide- 
“ lity and life of one prifoner.” At length they 
gain’d the top of the mountain. The way to Ario- 
barzanes lay on the right hand: here lie detach’d 
Philotas and Camus, as alfo Amyntas and Polypcrcon, 
with a body of the lighteft-ann’d, with inftrudlions, 
11 That by rcafon there was horfe intermix’d with the 
“ foot, they (hould march leifurely through that part 
“ of the country where the foil was fruitful, and af- 
u forded plenty of forage.” He alfo appointed feme 
of the prifoners for their guides. As for him- 
felf, taking with him his guards, and thofe troops 
call’d the Agema, he march’d with a great deal of 
difficulty through a by-path, remote from the enemies 
out-guard. It was now the middle of the day, and 
his men being tir’d, it was necellary to give them 
fomc red ; for tiiey had dill as far to go, as they 
were already come, tho’ it was not lo itcep and 
craggy : 

Having therefore rcfrefh’d his men both with food 
and flecp, at the feconcl watch he continu’d his march, 

without 
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•without any great difficulty. However, by reafon 
of the declivity of the mountains towards the plain, 
there was a great gulf (occafion’d by the meeting of 
feveral torrents that had wore away the earth) which 
flopt their further progrefs. Befides, the branches 
of the trees were fo entangled one within the oiho\ 
and joined fo clofe, that it oppos’d their pa .'mg..: 
like a tliick hedge. Tins call them into the inmoii 

D 

defpair, and they had much ado to retain their teaia : 
the darknefs of the night alfo encreas’d their terror, 
for if any flars appear’d, they were intercepted by 
the clofe contexture of the boughs. The very tile of 
their ears was alfo taken away; for the wind was 
high, and by blowing againft the interfering branches 
of the trees, its noife was greatly incrcafed. At lad, 
the long-expetted light lelfen’cl the terrors which the 
night had enhanc’d ; for by fetching a fmall com- 
pafs, they declin’d the gulf: and now every one be¬ 
gan to be a guide to himfelf. Having therefore 
gain’d the top of a hill, from whence they could 
difeover the enemy’s out-guards, they refolutely 
fhew’d thcmfelves at the back of the enemy, who 
millrufled no fuch thing. Thofe fe\v who dar’d en¬ 
gage, were kill'd ; and the groans of thofe that were 
dying, together with the difmal appearance of thole 
that fled to their main body, (truck fuch a terror 
amongft them, that they took to their heels without 
fo much as ti viny their fortune. 

j r j 

Tlie noife having reach’d Craterus’s camp, he \rx- 
fently advanc’d to take poHellion of thofe itraiu 
where they had been baffled the day before. At the 
fame time. Phi lotas with Polypercon, Amyntas, and 
Camus, who had been order’d to march anodici 
way, was a frelh furprize to the Barbarians, wlm 
were now furrounded on all ftdes by the Macedo¬ 
nians ; notw’ithitanding which, they behaved them- 
fV.Jvcs gallantly; which makes me believe, that ne¬ 
ed lit v 
♦ 
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ceffity emboldens the moft cowardly, and that often¬ 
times defpair is the caufe of hope : for naked as they 
were, they clos’d in with thoi'e that were arm’d, and 
by the bulk of their bodies, brought them down to 
the ground, and then ituck feveral of them with their 
own weapons. However, Ariobarzanes with forty 
hone, and about five thoufand foot, broke thro’ the 
Macedonian army (a great many falling on both 
ikies) and endeavoured to poffefs himfelf of Perfe- 
polis the chief city of the country. But being de- 
ny’d entrance by the garrifon, and the enemy pur¬ 
ging him clofely, he renew’d the fight, and was 
llain with all his men. By this time Craterus march¬ 
ing with the utmoft expedition, alio join’d the king. 
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H E king fortify’d his camp in the fame place 
Jl where he had defeated the enemy: for not* 
withftanding he had gain’d a compleat victory, yet 
the large and deep ditches in many places retarded his 
march, and fo he thought it more advifeable to pro* 
cccd leifurcly ; not fufpc&ing fo much any attempt 
from the Barbarians, as the treachery of the ground. 

In his march he receiv’d letters from Tiridates 
•keeper of the royal treafure) wherein he notify’d 
to him, That upon advice of his approach, the 
inhabitants would have rilled the trcaiury ; where¬ 
fore he defir’d him to hailen his march, and come 
and take pofleflion of it ; that the way was fafe, 
although the river A raxes run a-crofs.” I can* 
applaud any military virtue of Alexander’s 
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fo much as his expedition in all aft ions. I cav¬ 
ing therefore his foot behind, he march’d LI 
night with his cavalry, notwithftanding their late 
fatigues, and arriv’d by break of day at the A raxes. 
There were feveral villages in the neighbourhood, 
which having pillag’d and dcmolifh’d, lie made a 
bridge of the materials. The king was not far from 
the town, when fo fad a fpcftacle prefented it feif to 
his eyes, as can hardly be parallel’d in hillorv. It 
confided of four thoufand Greek captives, whom tie 
Perfians had mangled after a miferablc manner, i or 
fome had their feet cut off, others their hands am! 
ears, and all their bodies were burnt with barbaro, s 
characters, and thus referv’d for the cruel dherfion if 


e:\o 


their inhuman enemies; who now finding themf 
under foreign fubjection, did not oppofe their eh fire 
to go out and meet Alexander. They refund'Li 
fome ft range figures more than men, being only d;f- 
tinguilhable as i’uch by their voice. They drew mure 
tears from their fpeftators, than they fhed thcmfdvc*; 
for in fo great a variety of calamities, notwithstand¬ 
ing they were all hi (fevers, yet their punifhmcnt vuis 
fo diverfify’d, that it was a difficult matter to deter¬ 
mine which of them was moil miferable. But whin 
they cry’d out, tliat at kilt Jupiter the revenger L 
Greece had open’d his eyes, ail the beholders were L 
mov’d with compafiion, that they thought their of¬ 
ferings their own. Alexander having drv’d his i m - 
(for he could not forbear weeping at fo fad an obj<■:* 
bid them u have a good heart,” and affur’d them, 
they fhould fee their native, country, and tin a 
wives again;” and then encamp’d at two furlnr. ; 
diflance from the town. 

Thefe Greeks, in the mean time, withdrew them- 
fclvcs to deliberate concerning what they fhould deihr 
the king to do for them. Some were fbrafking a fciu - 
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jnent in Alia, others were for returning home, when Eu- 
thvnion the Cymcean ipokc to them after the following 
manner : 44 They who a little while ago were attained 
“ to come out of their dark dungeons to implore re¬ 
lief, arc now for expofing their hideous fufierings 
i( to all Greece, as if it were aa agreeable fpcdacle ; 
(i when at the fame time, k is hard to determine, 
“ whether we our felves are more attain'd or griev'd 
“ at our misfortunes. Thofe bear their ami^ions 
bed, who hide them. There i; no country io 
fuitable to the wretched, a:> folitude, ar.d an abib - 
“ lute oblivion of their former fate. For they who 

9 

“ rely much on the companion of their friends, are 
“ ignorant that tears are foon clry’d up. No body 
can lo\e fmcerely iliolJ they loath; for a> eakimity 
*' is full of complaints, proiperity I. difd.f .dul. Every 
t: one confiders his. own circam:laa:es, when lie du- 
‘‘ liberates concerning thofe of others ; and were we 
4< not equally mile t able, we had long a-o loath’d 
u each other. Is it a wonder, that the happy de¬ 
light in one another ? let .is therefore, i beseech 
you, (fince we may be laid to be long fince dead) 
leek for a place where we mav brrv the remains 

1 • * 

of our mangled can ad f , au! once.d our defor¬ 
mities in a foreign eon.try. We fhonk! be very 
agreeable objcCls to thofe \G\es wc marryM in our 
youth! can you iwa;ine cu* children (who are 
now in the Mower of uicir age and profferin') will 
44 own us ? or will our bre.'herj* be beller*nati:r\l to 
the rcfiiie ofjayh? Ik !.de* ; , how many are here 

nmomjlt us who can travel lo far? ii is a likclv 
4-1 , # 

matter, that at- b is diihmec from Europe, banilh’d 
to the remoteft pun- of the vail:, loaded well years 
and infirmities, having loll the g rented part of our 
felves, wc fliouhi be able to undergo thole fatigues 
that have tir’d even the victorious army. Then 
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what will become of our prefent wives (that chance 
and neceflity forc’d us to take, as the only comfort 
in our mifery) and fmall children ? fliall we drag 
them along with us, or leave them behind us r If 
we take them with us, no body will own us. Shall 
we then leave thefe prefent comforts, when it k all 
together uncertain, whether we fhall live to Ice 
thole we gc to ? let us therefore refolve to hide 
our felves among thofe who began to know m in 
our ftate of mifery.” This was Euthymon’s Sen¬ 
timent. But Thetetus the Athenian oppos’d tilth: 
There is no perfon of any humanity or good i;p 
ture who values his friends by the outward figjic 
of his circumftances, efpecially when it is the inhu¬ 
manity of an enemy, and not nature, that is tin 
caule of their calamity. He deferves all kind o : 
evil, who is afliam’d of accidental misfortune- 
He can have no other motive to think fo hardly cf 
the reft of mankind, and to defpair of pity, but 

becaufe he would refufe it to another. The tp-b 

< * 

<c now offer'd them what they could never have V.. 
ed for, viz. the bleffing of returning to their 
tive country, their wives and children, and whv 
ever men value life for, or defpife death to yru- 
ferve. Why do we not then break out of thi•> pi- 
fon ? our native air is quite different from this, d.: 
light it felf feems another thing : the Greeks man¬ 
ners, religion, and language are in requeft with 
the Barbarians, and (hall we, wliofc birthright 
they arc, voluntarily forfake them ? when at da 
kune time our greateft mifery is to be depriv’d oJ 
thefe bleflings. As for my part, 1 am rel'olv’d M 
return home to my native country, and to lay hole 
of the king’s extrordinary bounty. If any among!! 
us arc fo fond of thofe wives and children that icr 

vitude has forc’d upon them, they may continue 

u here ; 
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i( here ; however, the/ ought to be no hindrance to 
“ thofe to whom nothing is dearer than their native 
" country.” 

Some few were of this opinion, the reft were 
overcome by a long habit, which is ftrongcr than na¬ 
ture ; they agreed therefore ££ to defire the king to 
aifign them fomc place for their habitationand 
chofc a hundred out of their body, to prefer their 
petition. Alexander thinking they would aflc, what 
J:e himfelf intended for them, told them, “ He had 
“ order'd every one of them a horfe, and a thouftmd 
denarii ; and that when they fliould come to 
u Greece, he would fo provide for them, that (ex- 
o?pt die calamities they had experienc’d in their 
captivity) none fliould be happier than they.” 
Ar thefc words, they fell a weeping, aad being de¬ 
jected, could neither lock up, nor ipeak; which 
made the king enquire into the caufe of their fadnefs. 
Tiicn Euthymon made an anfwcr fuitable to what 
l:c l:ncl faid to his companions. Hereupon the king, 
mov’d with their misfortune and refolutioj:, order'd 

tivuc ihouiar.d Denarii to be diftributed to every one 

✓ 

of titan, befides ten fuit.*, of clcfcuhs, with Guile, 
deep, and fucli a quantity of corn, as was fufiiciunL to 
wdtuuic the land tliat w:b ailiguecl them, 
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MIE next day, h:i\ in<>* call'd i needier all his 

J * kJ U> 

generals, lie leprcfented to them, “ That no 
ci:y had been more leifehievous to Ac Greeks, dan 
this kat of die ancient 1 ;iiio;s of IVAa : hum 
rruce came all thofe va;l armies : k v un Ikhvc Da- 
1 ru Gil, and then Xerxes, made thJrimpious wars 
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ci upon Europe : it was therefore neceffary to raze 

it, to appeafe the Manes of their anceftors.” The 

inhabitants had abandon’d it, and were fled fome one 
way, and fome another; fo that the king led the 
phalanx into it, without farther delay. He had be¬ 
fore this made himfelf mafter of* many towns of 
regal wealth and magnificence, fome by force, and 
fome by compofltion, but the riches of this exceeded 
nil the rclt: hither the Perfians had brought all their 
fubllance; gold and filver lay here in heaps: of 
cloaths there was a prodigious quantity; the furni¬ 
ture of the houfcs feem’d not only defign’d for uie, 
but for luxury and oftentation. This gave occafion to 
the conquerors to fight among thcmfclves, each tak¬ 
ing for an enemy, his companion that had got the 
riche A fpoils: and as they cou’d not carry off all 
they found, they were now no longer employ’d in 
taking, but in picking and chufing. They tore the 
royal garments, every one being willing to have his 
fharc of them : with axes they cut in pieces veffl-L of 
exquifite art; in fine, nothing was left untoudfd. 
nor carry’d aw ay entire ; the images of gold and id 
\'er were broke in pieces, according as every one 
could lay hold of them. Avarice did not only rap: 
here, but cruelty 1 ike wife j for being loaded v.it'i 
gold and filvcr, they would not be troubled to guard 
their prifoners, but Inhumanly kill’d them, and now 
barbaroully murder’d thofc they had at firll fhewn 
mercy to in hopes of gain. This occafion M a great 
many to prevent the enemy, by a voluntary death, fo 
that putting on their richeft apparel, they call ihein- 
felves headlong from the wails, with their wive> ami 
children : fome fet fire to their houfcs (which tnry 
thought the enemy would do) and pciillfd, with 
their families, in the flames. At kit the king gave 
orders, “ not to injure the perfons of the women, 

Lt nor meddle with ihcir apparel.” 
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The immenfe treafures taken here exceeded all be¬ 
lief : but we mull either doubt of all the reft, or be¬ 
lieve, that in the exchequer of this place was found 
a hundred and twenty thouland talents ; which the 
king defigning for the ufe of the war, caus’d “ horfes 
“ and camels to be brought from Sul'a to Babylon, 
“ to carry it off for that purpofe.” This f 11m was 
afterward increas’d, by taking Perfagadx, wherein 
were found fix thoufand talents. Cyrus had built 
this city; and Gobares, who was governor tliere- 
of, furrender'd it to Alexander. 

The king made Nicarthides, governor of the 
callle of Perlcpolis, leaving with him a garrifon of 
three thoufand Macedonians : he alfo continu'd Ty - 
ridates (who had delivered up the treaiure) in the 
fame honours he had enjoy'd under Darius. 

Alexander left here die great eft part of his arm}', 
with the baggage, under the command of Parmenio 
and Cratcrus ; and taking with him a thoufand horfe, 
and part of the light-ann’d loot, penetrated farther 
into the country of Perfia, under the Pleiades, about 
the beginning of winter. On his way, hu was very 
much incommoded with ftorms of rain, and tempclls 
that feem’d intolerable ; notwhhftanding which, he 
pu rfu’d his intended progrefs. Pie was now got into 
a country covered over with fnovv and ice : the fad 
\icwof the place, and the impalfable waftes and fo- 
litudes, ilruck the tir’d foldier with horror, who now 
began to think he was got 10 the end of the world. 
They beheld with altonilhmcnt the frightful foli- 
tudes, which had not the lea ft fig ns of human cul¬ 
ture ; they therefore requir'd him to return, “ before 
“ the very light and heavens fail’d them.” The king 
forcborc chaltifing them in the amazement they were 
in, but leaping from hi.-: horfe, march’ll on foot be¬ 
fore them thro’ the fnow and ice. They were a- 
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iham’d not to follow him ; therefore firft his friends, 
then the captains, and at laft the foldiers march’d 
after him. 

The king was tire f rfl that with a pickaxe broke 
the ice, and made himfelf a pafiiigc ; then the reft 
imitated his exam pie. At length having nude their 
way through woock aim oil impaifnblc, they began to 
difeover b.ere and there ionic tokens that the place 
was inhabited, as alfo flocks of iheep wandering tin 
and down. The inhnbitaats live in cottages, and 
thought them lb Ives fulKciently fecured by the im- 
pra&icablcndk of the country. At the fight of the 
•enemy, the}' prcfently kill'd thofe who could not 
follow them, and ikd to the rnnoteft mountains 
whicli were covered with ihow ; but after fomc con¬ 
ferences with the prisoners, their fright abated, and 
they iurreudefd then delves to the king, who was r.o 
v ay fevere to them. 

Alexander having ravaged the country of Perfa, 
and reduc'd fevcral towns under his obedience, cairn- 
at laft into the country of the Mardians who are a war¬ 
like nation, and wrj different from die re -1 of the 1 Y: 
fans in their manner of living. They dig thcmfolve* 
ern es in the mountains where they dwell with fsir 
wives and children, feeding on their lloik.s, oru;!! 
fcerdls. Tile women arc not of a fofter nature tha.i 
the men ; they have bufliy hair, and (heir garment 

hardly reach their knees. They bind their forehead 
# * 

wit. a fling, which levves them both for or mimin'. 

However, the fame torrent of fo.-t.1m 1 
bore dm r. n this nation, as ic had done thermit; i i 
that on the thirtieth day after he departed from Per- 
ft poll , . r : ■ o A! ;:h 't again. 

Then h • made p» Acnts to his friends, and to tk 
reft according 10 tin u* refpetlive merit, tlifribntir.g a 
jnormfr, them ahuoll ail that had lwlii ta! en m *: 
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UT the e.wvBent endowment i of i is mind, that 
noble Jiipofition whereby he furpafdd ell king:., 
that manly con 1 !,: wy in l arm canting dangers, that mi- 
parallels] a*lcr!.» in undertaking and executing tner 

V r • ( ^ ^ vT ^ 

grimed cicfmus, ill. inviolable Liah to thofe v, bo fob- 

O CD 

rnr.tcd to him, hb wonderful clemency towards the 
priioners, and his temperance in allowable anJ uf.,al 
pleaf.:res, were all 
wine : for notwichilanding hi.-, enemy mid rival for 
the empire, was at this very in (lane making the 
(jrca-el! preparations to renew the war, and the late 
conquer’d nations were yet tmeafy under his n :w go- 
veil.meat, yet he would fpend the day-time in re¬ 
velling and feafting; to which cr*.teruioncnts Pie 
women were alfo admitted ; not fjcli whom it was a 
crime to viohre, but 1 ‘uch its were common, and 
whole convcrfalion was a di (grace to a mu in arms. 

o 

One of thefe, wliofe name was Thai:., being heated 
with wine, told him, <c he could not do any thing 
“ that would more oblige all the Greeks, than if he 
“ burnt the palace of the kings of iV*r:in ; that they 
expected this by way of reprifal for ihofc towns of 
theirs the Barbarians had ddh-oy’d.” 'This drun - 
hen harlot had no fooner fpokc her opinion in a matter 
of fo great a confoqucncc, but prelcndy Ibme of the 
company (who were alfo loaded with wine) applaud¬ 
ed the propofill : and the king not only heard it wi-.h 
patience, but eager to put it in execution, faid,. 
11 Why do we not revenge Greece ? Why do wc de¬ 
lay letting lire to the town?” They wire all 

i | c.' ^ * 

Jieateu with wine, and in that drunken condition im- 
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mediately vi.'c to burn that city they had fp.ared when 
armed. The king they'd them the example, and 
was the fir hi that -A; fire to the palace, after 
his audit, (crvanifs and concubines did the farm 
r i iiere he inn a or eat deal of cedar in this 

* 1 S.' 

''U,a*r.,n\ it pi s\:iy took f.re, and communica 
(hi: liaraca. 'it:-: min w Lie i: w as encamp’d net iu 

nOTTt ti.C l%>*: W. GoLCI pClCC:\‘d the COPllii^nUM., 
U,1 l mnt' iv.iu;' 1: :e be la.Lm, they ran to t.cin to 
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king 

"mnUelf carrying f 

Limb* mix 
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die J:rc 
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led Civ flame*' with 
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'lair wa. ;be end of the no bled city cf the ear, 
fiom whonu. id many nation* receiv'd their lav.^ 
which had been the birth-place of lo many king.-; 
formerly tile chief terror of Greece ; had fitted oat 
a fleet ofathoufand fail of fhips, and lent out ur.mei. 
that, like an inundation, alrnoll covered all hurope, 
fad laid bridges over the fca, and hollow'd moan- 
tains to make the fea a paflage; and in io long a 
time as lias elaps’d fmee its deflrudlion, never wa. rc- 
built: for the Macedonian kings made choice of 
other towns for their rcfidencc, which are now in the 
poUdTicn of the Parthians. The ruin of this city 
was fo compleat, that were it not for the river 
A raxes, we fliould hardly know where it flood. This 
river run at no great di (lance from the walls oi ilA 
town, which (as die neighbouring inhabitants rathe, 
eunuch,re than certainly know) was iiiuaic about 
iw cr.ty i;i 1 longs Com it. 

The Macedonians were afliamhl fo famous a city 
fliould be dellroyM by their king in a drunken In; 
jnour. They ihejeforc made a tenons nutter oi it, 
ml per (haded thcmfclvcs “ it was expedient it 

<s fho.dd be con fum'd this nay." But ;b lor Alex¬ 
ander, 
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ander, as icon as reft had reftor'd him to himielf, it 
is certain he repented of w hat he had done and ho 
laid, the Ferfians “ would have made more ample 
“ fatisfaftion to Greece, h.ad they been ncce lata ted 
“ to behold him fitting in Xerxes's throne in Ids 

O 

11 roval city.” 

J t 

Idle next day he order'd thirty talents to be given 
to the Lycian, wlio liad been bib glide into Peril a. 
From hence lie pall’d into die country of Media, 
where lie was met by new recruits from Cilicia. They 
confided of live thou faucl Foot, and one thoufuud 
horfe, both the one and die other were under the 
command of Plato the Athenian. Having receiv’d 
this leinforcement, lie rcfolv'd to purlue Darius. 



CHAP. VIII. 

nr HIS prince was by this time got to Ecbatana* 

it which is the capital of Media. The Parthians 
arc now in pofTciTion of this town : it is the royal feat 
during the dimmer, Darius intended from hence to 
go into Baftra: but fearing to be prevented by 
Alexander’s celerity, he alter'd his mind and fhaped his 
courfc another way. Alexander was fifteen hundred 
furlongs diliancc from him, but now he thought no 
difcancc remote enough, againil his expedition. He 
therefore rather prepar’d hiinfclf to fight, than to fly. 
He was follow’d by thirty thoufand foot, amongit 
whom were four thoufand Greeks of an in\ incible h- 
delity to the lait towards the king. He had alio four 
thouland (lingers and arcliers, befides three thoufand 
three hundred horfc which con filled cliieily of Badlri- 
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ans. They were commanded by Befius, who wr,> 
governour of the city as well as the country of Hi era 
.Harms with thefe forces march’d at fomc didar.a* 
Irom the hiph-wav, commanding tiiofe who ccaiuf 

O * 7 O b D 

the bao-caec to eo before. Then ha\ kv tail'd ;> 

w-*-' O c * ^ ^ s O 

council, he iroke to this efredl: u If fortune h:.., 
* link’d me vvj;h coward-, who preferr'd any kind 
of life to an honourable death, 1 would rutin r 
chuk to hold m\ toncuc, than walk’ ray breath it, 

. O 7 *' 

tpeeches to no pur pole; bat I have had gmatci 

cxpcru-r-ce than 1 could wiih, both of your col- 
* * 

uve and fidelity : io that .1 ouoht rather to mat a- 

«. * • i* 

\o.ir to (hew my felf worthy of fucli friends, the:. 
in the lead doubt of your being like your kkv> 
O.u of io many tboufand that were under my com¬ 
mand, you only have faithfully adher’d to me tho* 
twice conquer'd, and twice forced to fly. Your fi¬ 
delity and conliancy make me believe I am fill ;t 
king: it h true, the traitors and deferk-rs at pre- 
fent reign in my towns; but it is not bccaufe they 
arc thought worthy of that high Ration, bat only 
to try by their rewards, to fhake your loyalty. 
Notwithflandmg which you have chofe rather io 
(bare my fortune than that of the conqueror, and 
thereby iliew’d your felvcs worthy to be recoin- 
pcnc’d by the gods, if it fhould not be in my pow¬ 
er to do it, and no doubt they will do it. There 
can be no profperity fo deaf, no fame fo ungrate¬ 
ful, as not with due praifes to extol you to the 
fkics. Therefore notwithflanding l had Ionic 
thoughts of flying, contrary, heav’n knows, to 
my own difpofition ; yet relying on your bravery, 

‘ 1 am willing to meet the enemy. For how long 
mult 1 be an exile in my own kingdom ? how long 
mull 1 in my own dominions fly before n. foreigner 
and IIrange king, when 1 have it in niv own pov • 
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to try the fortune of war once more, and either 

j * 

recover what 1 have loft, or at lea ft die an honour¬ 
able death ? unlcfs it ihotdd be tlioughf better to 
lie at the conqueror’s mercy, and after the example 
of Ma/e us and Midi re lies receive perhaps the pre¬ 
carious fovereit-nty of a fmolc nation. But even 

«• O 

upon fuppofi'.ion ilia: he ihould chafe to gratine 
his lanity rather than his anger, 1 hope the 
gods will never fafter any body to take the diadem 
from mv head, or to give it me again; neither 
will I, while alive, refign my empire ; my king¬ 
dom and life flin.ll end together, if you are thus 
difpos’d, if thif be a iix’d refolution among you, 
none of you need to doubt of his liberty ; none of 
you lhali be fubjett to the difdainful hauglnincfs of 
the Macedonians. Your right-hands lhali either 
revenge your bufferings, c»r pot an end to them. 
.1 am my fclf an imhir.ee of the mutability of for¬ 
tune, and 1 have reafoa to hope for her gentler 
revolutions. But if the gods have no regard to 
juft and religious wars, it will fail be in the power 

of the brave to die honourably. I therefore con- 

# 

jure you by the glotious actions of our anceftorg 
who have held the government of all the carte 111 
kingdoms with fo much prnife; by thofe great 
men, to whom the Macedonians foimcrly paid tii- 
hiiie; by the \ all fleets that have been lent into 
Gicccc; by the trophies of fo many kings, I ot.ee 
mote beg and be fetch you to arm )our ielves with 
a courage worthy \our noble extraction and nation, 

vj « • % " 

and that you will hear vbth the kune conlhncy 

* 

you t. i\e hichuto ftnv.ii, whatever fort 1 , nc dir 
for tne future allot }tw. A:» for mv own parr, I 

• # I 

am rdolv’d to Ihinali/.e nr, ielf for ever, cither bv 
a glorious victory, or a brave engagement. 
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CHAP. IX. 


<c 


W HILE Darius was faying thefe things, th,? 

appearance of the prefent danger was i’o 
frightful to them, that the minds and hearts of them 
till were feiz’d with horror; none of them knew either 
what to think or fay. At laft Artabazus, the oldcil 
of his friends, and who, as we faid before, had for 
mcrly refided with Philip, declared hurfelf to thi. 
purpofe : “ We are ready, Sir, to follow you into 
44 the field in our rich eft apparel and brightcil ar- 
4 mour, with this difpofttion, that we neither de- 
fpair of \idory, nor fear our fated’ r I'he red 
feem'd to he of the fame mind. 

But Nabnr/ancs, with Bcftus, had enter’d into an 
abominable, and before that time, unheard-of con¬ 
spiracy, to ieiv.c the king, by the lielp of thofe troopt 
they each commanded, with this defign, that if Alex¬ 
ander purfu’d them, to deliver him alive into he-, 
hands, and thereby ingratiate themfelvcs with him, 
fince he could not but be mightily pleas'd to have his 
enemy in his power; but if they found they could 
make their efcapcs, then to kill Darius, and feizing 
the kingdom, renew the war again. As they had 
for (bm<? tune been hatching this treafon, Nabarzanc: 
laid hold of this occafmn to pave the v.ay to his wick¬ 
ed purpofe, and faid, “ I am fen fib! l\ Sir, t be t 
44 wf.at I am going to lay, will not at hr ft be grate M 
to you : but we fee phyfickuvs cure ciefpeiate oi- 
feafes with rough medicines; and the mailers of 
(hips, when they four a fhipwa*ck, fling a great pa r i 
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of their goods over-board to fave the reft. How¬ 
ever, I do not offer to perfuade you to fuftain any 
lofs. But on the contrary, by falutary meafures 
to prcfcrve both your felf and kingdom. The 
*iods feem to be asainft us in the war we make, 

c> o 7 

and fortune is obftinate in her perfecution of the 
“ Perfians. We muft therefore begin a-new, with 
better omens. Refign your empire and the manage¬ 
ment of affairs for a while to another, who (hall be 
no longer king than till the enemy withdraws from 
Afia; and then tile conqueror fliali reftore the fa- 
cred depofituni into your hands again. Reafon 
feems to promife this would not be long a doing. 
“ Baftra is yet entire; the Indians and the Saga? arc 
“ ftill at your devotion: there are fo many nations, 
fo many armies, fo many thouCinds of horfe and 
foot to renew the war with, that there 'is ftill more 
left to carry it on, than has been loft. Why 
fttould we then, after the manner of brutes, run 
headlong to voluntary cleflruftion ? it is the buiinefs 
of brave men to defpife death rather than hate life. 
“ Cowards are fometimes by continual hardfhips and 
“ defpair often brought to difiegard their lives ; 
“ whereas true courage leaves nothing untry’d. 
Death therefore is the verv laihenicdy, which if a 
man embraces chcarfuily when he can no longer 
avoid it, he behaves as becomes a wife and brave 
man. Let us then repair to Baftra, which is the 
fafeft retreat, and let Beffus who is novernour of 
that country, be conllituicu Ling for a time; and 
when the pvefent troubles fhall be luppily fettled, 
he lhall rolloro to you, as to his lawful fovercign, 
the empire which he only receiv’d in trull. 

It is no wonder Darius was tranfported at this dif- 
courl'e, altho’ he was yet ignorant of the impious de¬ 
ficits it was intended to promote. Thou vile flat e, 
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aid he, haft thou found a proper time to difclofe thy 

S arricide ? and having drawn his fword, he feem’d 
impos’d to kill him ; but BefTus and the Batftrians,. 
with dcje&cd looks interpos’d, tlio’ they intended at 
the fame time, to have bound him if he had perfifted. 

In the mean time Nabarzanes made his efcape, and 
BefTus follow’d him, and they both immediately drew 
off their troops from the reft of the army, in order 
to take private meafures. After their departure, Ar- 
tabazus made a fpeech fuitable to the prefent junfture 
of affairs, and endeavoured to appeafc Darius’s anger., 
<£ He entreated him to bear patiently the folly or er- 
“ ror of thofb who were devoted to his fcrvicc, and 
“ to confider, that Alexander was approaching, who 
would be found a heavy burden, tho’ they were all 
ready and united : what would he then be, if any 
of thofe who had follow’d him in his flight, fhoukl 
be alienated from his intereft ? Darius was in this 
perfuaded by him, and notwithftanding he defign'd 
to have decamp’d, yet in the prefent confufion of af¬ 
fairs, he refolv’d to continue in the fame place. But 
being opprefs’d with grief and defpair, he fhut him- 
ielf up in his tent. The army being now under no 
one’s particular command, were varioufly difpos’d, 
and they did not now, as heretofore, deliberate in 
common: which Patron, who was captain of the 
Greeks perceiving, he order’d l.is men to take their 
arms, and to be ready on all occafions. The Pci fans 
had withdrawn* thcinich cs, and itefius was with tiic* 

0 

Bactrian.% and labour’d to bring the Perfians over to 
him. He lcprefented to them the wealth of Baflrn, 
which was 11:11 unto ach'd, and at the fame time re¬ 
minded them of the rifles they would unavoidabl y run, 
if they flay’d where they were: bet the Perfians were 
all of one mir.d, and faid, it \\:u> an unnatural crime 
to defect the king. 
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While thefe things were doing, Artabazus dif- 
charg’d the duty of a general: he went about the Per- 
fians tents, exhorting them fometimes apart, and 
fometimes all together, and did not leave them till he 
was pretty well allur’d of their obedience. Then re¬ 
turning to Darius, he with much difficulty at laft pre¬ 
vail’d with him to cat, and demean himfelf like a king. 
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UT Beffus and Nabarzancs were bent upon the 
execution of their execrable dcf.gn, being in- 
\ lam’d with an impotent defire of reigning, at the 
fame time it was impofiibre for them to compafs that 
authority while Darius was living ; for amongft thefe 
people the majeffy *or king is held in the givatdl 
veneration. At the very name, they affrmkle toge¬ 
ther from all parts, and conftantly pay him the lame 
adoration in adverfity, which he us’d to receive from 
them in his profpetity. The country thefe impious 
wretches wetc governours of, ferv'd to fwel! their 
ambitious minds; for it was as Lrcc in extent, and 

9 u , 1 ' 

as powerful in men and arms, r.j any of thole nations 
whatever, making almoft the third part of Alia. The 
number of young men wa» fuflVicnt to make good 
the va.lt armies Darius had loll. This made them not 
only defpife Darius, bur cv n Alexander himlclf, and 
imagine, that if they could but make themfclvcs ma¬ 
ilers of that country, they might be able to reft ore the 
Perfian empire. 

After a long confultation, they rcfolv'd to feir.e 
the hinp-by the Baftrian foldicr, who were iotirely 
at their devotion, and then fend'a mcfllnger to Alex* 

and e v 
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ander to let him know they were ready to deliver him 
into his hands alive. If (which was what they fear’d) 
he fhould detefl their treason, then they deiign’d to 
kill Darius, and repair with their forces to Baclra. 
But it was impoflible for them to feize Darius openly, 
there being fo many thoufand Perfians ready to 
him ; befides which, they were alfo afraid of the 
faithful Greeks. They therefore refolv’d to compaK 
by flratagein what they could not effect by force, and 
counterfeit a repentance of their fault in withdrawing 
themfelves from the army, and like wife plead to the 
king the confternation they were in, as an cxcufe for 
their behaviour. 

In the mean time, they difpatch’d emiflarics to 
folicit the Fenians to a revolt, and try to (hake their 
confkncy, by hopes on the one fide, and fear on the 
other: they infinuated to them, “ That they were 
“ expofmg themfelves to manifeft ruin, and inevim- 
“ ble deftruflion : that Ba&ra was ready to receive 
them, and bellow on them prefents and riches morj 
“ then even their ddires could conceive.' 7 

While thefe things were in agitation, Artabazu. 
came to them, either by the king’s order, or of hi. 
own motion, and allured than, “ Darius’s anger uas 
“ appeas'd, and that he was ready to f;;ew them the 
fame favour as before. 77 Hereupon they \\\\:. 
and excus’d the fault, and begg’d of Artabazus “ to 
“ intercede in their behalf, and implore the king: 
“ mercy.” The night being puls’d after this man 
ncr, Kabur/iines lepair’d to the entry of ti 
tent with the Badtrian foldiers, covering ins luat 
treachery, with a fpccioui. pretext of a folenin duty. 

Darius having given the Dual to march, lemed 
himfelf in his chariot, according to cullont, and Na 
barzancs with the other parricides Hung ihemleK 
upon the ground, and hypocritically worlhippd him 
they defign'd fuddcnly to have in their cdtody iv a 

ptifoJier, 
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prifoncr, fhedding at the fame time tears, the ufual 
marks of repentance ; “ fo falfe is the heart of man, 
“ and fo pra&is’d in diirimulation.” 

Darius, who was himfelf naturally fin cere, and 
of a mild difpofittion, was mov’d by their prayers and 
fubmiffive behaviour, and not only believ’d what 
they faid, but wept himfelf. But even this had no 
influence over the hearts of thefe wretches, to make 
them repent of their villainous deligns, though their 
eyes were witneffea how worthy a perfon they de¬ 
ceiv’d, both as a man, and as a king. As for his 
wt, not dreaming of the danger that was at hand, 
ic made all the hade he could to efcnpe falling into 

the hands of Alexander, whom he onlv dreaded. 

* _ 
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CHAP. XI. 

P ATRON who commanded the Greeks, or¬ 
der’d his men “ to put on their armour, which 
“ us’d to be carry’d with the baggage, and to be 
“ ready on all occafions, to execute his orders.” He 
follow’d the king’s chariot, watching for an oppor¬ 
tunity to fpcak to him ; for he had penetrated into 
Bellas his defign ; which Be fills im,'lru/Hng, would 
not depart from the chariot, but follow'd it 
ther like one who guarded as a prifora r, than as 

an attendant of the king. Patron then fore Inning 
waited a confidcrable time, often fuppreuing \vli:n his 
tongue was juit going to utter, (as heiuating be¬ 
twixt fidelity and fear) kept his eves fixt on the king, 
who at laft (perceiving it) fent Bubaccs, one of his 
eunuchs to him, to enquire, ” if he had any thing 
to fay to him ?” Patron made anfwcr “ Yes, but 

“ without 
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“ without a witnefs* Being hereupon commanded 

to draw near, without any interpreter ; for Darius un¬ 
derflood Greek, he told the king; “ Sir, of fifty 
thoufand Greeks that we were in your fen ice, 
“ there is now but a fmall number of us left, who 
have accompany’d you in all your variety of for¬ 
tune ; and are the fame towards you in your pre- 
“ fent condition, as we were in your moil proi) -- 
“ rous Bate. Whatever place you fliall repair to, \ .* 
cc fhall confidcr as our own homes and native coun- 
<( try : your profperity and adverfity, have link'd 
<e us to you. I therefore beg and bcfeech you by 
“ this our invincible fidelity, to pitch your tent 
“ monc’fl us, and finfer us to be the y tards of \oir 

O * w 1 * 

“ facrea perfeou We have loll Greece, and haw 
“ now Baclra to repair to. All our hope is in you> 
“ felf, and I wifn we had no reafon to diihu: 1 
“ others, ft is needleG to fay more. As 1 r 
foreigner and Granger, I fh<;uid not afk to . ..■• 
the guard of ) our loyal pi fan, if I though: r 
“ could be fiife with any other.” 

Notwithstanding Beflus was ignorant of the G;ox¬ 
tongue, yet his guilty confidence made him L\::eo' 
Patron had difeover'd him ; but he was allured *.i u 
by one that undorilood the Greek language, amli-.u 
overheard what v.as laid. 


4< 
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as cc kl be perceived by his countenance, ui 
Patron tli e caufe rfi his advice. Where upon, 


i.i.HK 


ing it dangerous :o delay it any loiig v r, he ivpr. o 
“ Sir, Bolus a nl Nabarzancs have conlpir’d agnuJ 


you ; your fiutuue and life are in the utinoU i'U r . 
This day will be. cither your:, or the paui::.* 


4ft 

44 ' 

“ lull. 


^ y 


Had the kittti heeded ”his ii.tonin.'i 
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Patro’i had had the glory of pw forcing hh liu*. W* 
let them turn this to a. jell ihat will, who hold : 
human affairs are guided by a blind chance ; fi- • 
part I believe they depend upon an eternal da ^ > * 
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and on a chain of hidden caufes, and that every one 
vrforms his race under the direction of an immuta- 
)ic law. Darius’s anfwer was, “ That although the 
fidelity of the Greek foldiers was iufiiciently 
known to him, yet he was refolv’d never to with- 
‘ draw himfelf from his native fubjects. That it 
‘ was more vexatious to him to diftruft than to be 
c deceiv’d. That he would rather iufter whatever 
‘ fortune was preparing for him, than defert his 
own people; and that he had already liv’d too 
long, if his own foldicrs plotted his deftruchon.” 
Patron therefore defpairing of the king’s welfare, re¬ 
turn’d to his poll, ready to run any hazard, rather 
than be wanting in his fidelity. 


It 


u 



CHAP. XII. 


B E S S U S had in a manner refolv'd upon killing 
the king forthwith, but apprehending he fhould 
not ingratiate himfelf with Alexander, unlefs he de¬ 
liver’d him up alive, he deferr’d his intended villainy 
to the next night, fn the mean time he came to 
Darius, “ and gave him thanks that he had fo pru- 
dently declin’d the treachery of a perfidious man, 
“ who began already to have an eye on Alexander’s 
“ growing power, for molt certainly he defigned to 
have made him a prefentof die king’s head ; but it 
“ was no wonder that a mercenary man made a traf- 
“ fick of every thing, fincc lie had neither pledge 
u nor home, and was in a manner banilh’d out of 
u the world ; an enemy that would fight on either 
<( fide, and always ready to ferve thofc who bid 
“ molt.” After this lie began to jultify himfelf, 
c ‘ and call’d the tutelar gods of the country to wit- 

“ uefs. 
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“ nefs his innocence and fidelity.” Darius by his 
countenance feem’d to believe him, tho’ he no wav 
doubted of the Greek’s information ,* but in the pre- 
fent juncture, it was equally dangerous to diflruXt his 
fubje&s, or to be betray’d by them. There were 
thirty thoufand of them whofe inclination to villainv 
was to be fufpeded, and there were but four thou¬ 
fand Greeks under Patron, to whom if he fhould com¬ 
mit the care of his perfon, dihrufhng his own fub- 
jefts, he faw they would make that the excufe of 
their parricide, and therefore he chofc rather to pc- 
rifh undefervedly, than to give them a pretext for 
their crime. However, he made anfwcr tc Brifus. 
t( That Alexander’s jufticc was not lefs known to 
“ him than his valour : that they were deceiv'd 
t( who expected from him a reward for treafon, 
“ fince there could not be a more rigid chaftifer ot 
infidelity.” The night drawing on, the Perfian.% 
according to cuftom, laid by their arms, and went to 
the next village to fupply themfelves with neceflarie>; 
but the Ba&rians, by Beffus’s order, Hood to their 
arms. In the mean time, Darius fent to Artabazus to 
come to him, and having related what Patron had told 
him, Artabazus, without hefitating, was for his puf¬ 
fing immediately into the Greeks camp, alluring dm 
that the Pcrfians would not fail to join him as foon 
as they underftood his danger; but being doom’d to 
his lot, he was no longer capable of wholefome ad¬ 
vice, fo that embracing Artabazus for the lull time, 
(who was the only comfort he had in his prefent di 
cundlances) they both wept bitterly, and the king 
was forc’d at lait to order him to be taken from him, 
he being unwilling to leave him. Darius covered lib 
head that he might not fee him depart in fo much 
affliftion, and then flung himfclf upon the ground. 
At the fame time his guards, whofe duty it wa * to 
defend the king’s perfon at their own perils, fled Iron: 

tliUj 




their poft;, not thinking themfelves a match for the 
confpirators whom they expe&ed every minute. The 
king was now in a manner left alone, there remaining 
with him only a few eunuchs, who did not know 
where to go. In this foiitary condition he ruminated 
on feveral tilings, ’till tir’d with that lonefomneis 
which he had had recourfe to, to eafe his mind, he 
order’d Bubaces to be call’d to him, who being come, 
hefaid, “ Get you gone likewife, and take care of 
* c yourfelvcs ; you have clifcharged your duty to 
u your prince. For my part. I’ll here expett my 
doom. Perhaps you may wonder I do not with 
%< my own hand end my days : but I had rather pe- 
rhh through another’s crime, than by my own. 

At thefe words the eunuch not only fill’d the tent, 
but the whole camp, with mournful cries and lamenta¬ 
tions ; then feveral others enter’d alfo, and tearing their 
cloaths bewail’d the deplorable condition of their 
king. At lad thefe howlings reach’d the Pcrfians 
quarters, who feiz’d with terror, did neither dare to 
take to their arms for fear of the Badtrians, nor keep 
themfelves quiet, left they fhould be thought fliame- 
fully to defert their fovereign. 

A various dilfonant clamour run through the camp, 
which was now without a head or director ; they who 
belong’d to Nabarzanes and Beffus, miftaking thefe 
doleful lamentations, told them, “ The king had laid 
<c violent hands u])on himfelf.” They therefore flew 
to the tent with thole who were to be the execu¬ 


tioners of their abominable villainy ; and underfland- 
ing at their arm al there that the king was living, 
thefe wretches order’d him to be feiz’d and bound. 


Thus he who a little while ago was carried in a 
magnificent chariot, and honour'd by his lubjefls as 
it he had been a god, was now (without the concur¬ 
rence of foreign power) made a prifoner by his own 
Haves, and put into a forry cart, covered over with 

fltins. 
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fkins. The king’s money and furniture is rifled and 
plunder’d, as if it had been done by the laws of war; 
and having after this manner loaded themfelves vi:h 
booty, the wages of the vileit impiety, they fled. 

Artabazus, with thofe under his command, ard 
the Greek troops, march’d towards Parthki, thiiddng 
themfelves to be fafer any where than in the focicrc 
of parricides ; as for the Perfians, (Ecflus ha\:i.- s 
made them vaft promifes, but chiefly becaufc they 
no body clfc to follow) join’d the BaCtrians. Hca 
ever, that it might no: be laid they did not hoiK.i.r 
their king, they bellow'd golden fetters upon D:ui •$. 
“ Fortune feeming induftrious to find out new v.y.. 
“ to infult this prince.” Now that he might not b* 
known by his apparel, they covered the cart, :v- \-e 
faid before, with fordid ikins, and caus’d it to 1 
driven by Grangers, that he might not be difeovv J 
to any that fliould enquire after him, the guards fol¬ 
lowing at a diftance. 



CHAP. XIII. 

A Lexander being inform’d Darius was broke up 

from Ecbatana, -leaving the road that led to 
Media, rcfolv’d to follow him with the utmofl dili¬ 
gence. While he was at Tabus, which is a town 
fituatc in the extreme parts of Panctaccnc, dcferier* 
acquaint him, that Darius was making all the hallo he 
could to get into Badlra. Afterwards he was more 
certainly inform’d by Eagyfthenes the Babylonian, 
66 That the king was not as yet in chains, but was in 
“ the greateft danger, cither of lofing his life or be- 
“ ing made a priioiter. 

The 
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The king having therefore call'd a council, told 
them, “ We have flill to execute a matter of the 
“ greateft confequence, but the labour will be very 
“ fhort; for Darius is not far from hence, either de¬ 
ferred or flain by his own men. Our viftory de¬ 
pends on our making our felves mailer of his per- 
ion, and this mighty thing is to be compafs’d by 
expedition.'” To which they all reply’d, with 
acclamation, tc That they were ready to follow him 
“ wherc-cver he pleafed, and defir’cl him neither to 
“ fparc their labour or their lives.” Hereupon he 
led the army with fuch expedition that it refembled 
more a race titan a march, he did not fo much as let 
firm reft in the night. After this manner he march’d 
he hundred furlongs, and was now come to the 
place where Beffiis had feiz’d Darius. Here Melon, 
Darius’s interpetcr, is taken prifoncr; for being Tick, 
ho had not been able to follow the army ; lo that 
{hiding himfeif furpm’d by Alexander’s expedition, 
he fenrrkd himlelr a defertcr. By this man lie was 

O w 

inform’d of every thing; but it was now requifite to 
: ;\e his army reft, he therefore made choice of fix 

U ¥ * 

tronfaud horfe, to whom he added three hundred of 

u. Te they call’d Dimachx, thefe were hoavy-arm’d 
, but if occafion and the place requit'd it, they 

\ \\ alfo on foot. 

While Alexander was thus employ'd, Orfillos and 

who Jctefted BcffuAs parricide, furren- 
r'd them felves to him, “ and acquainted him, that 
the rerfiair, were five hundred furlongs off, but 
'j would lli.’w hnn a nearer way.” The 
eiv 'cl them gracioally, and in the beginning of the 
i ;ht talcing them for his guides, he fet fotwards 

v. i;!i the light horfe, commanding the phalanx to 
i '!!o\v a., fa'l a*, they could. He march’d in a fquare 

and fo moderated his fpecd as not to leave any 
d hi:; men behind him; they had already march’d 

three 


horfe 
*• 


Vlytiiracetics, 


J 
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three hundred furlongs, when Brocubelus, Mazaus’s 
fon, (who had been heretofore governor of Syria, but 
was now alfo come over to Alexander) inform'd him, 
“ that Beffus was but two hundred furlongs off; and 
c< that his army (which miftrufted nothing) obfened 
“ no manner of order in their march; that they 
<: feem’d to make towards Hircania, and if he ha- 
ftcn’d his march, he might come fuddenly upon 
them as they were difpers’d up and down.” He 
told him alfo, “ That Darius was ft ill alive.” 

This account made him ftill more eaeer to over- 

O 

take him, fo that clapping fpurs to their horfes they 
made all the hafte they could : after fome time :iv,v 
came within the noife of the enemy, but the clouds 
of dull intercepted the fight of them ; he therefore 
now abated his fpecd, to give the dull time to fettle 
again upon the ground. In a little time they were 
difeover’d by the Barbarians, whofc flying army they 
likewife perceiv’d; and, in all probability, would 
have had the word of it, if Bed us had been as j e fo 
lute to fight as he had jhewn himfelf to commit tJ.e 
parricide; for.the Barbarians were much fupericr 
number and ftrength ; befides they were frefh, v hi ic- 
as Alexander’s army was fatigu’d. But the wiy 
name of Alexander, and his fame, which are of ere;it 
moment in war, made them take to their heel. 
Beffus, and the reft of his affodates, came now 10 
Darius, and defir’d him to get on horfeback, art; 
make his efcapc from the enemy ; but lie refus’d s', 
and told them, “ That the avenging god:, wctc at 
hand and invoking Alexander’s juilice, f:i:d, 
He would not follow parricides any longer.” Tim, 
fo inflam’d their anger, that they caft their dart:. 
him, and having given him fevcral wounds, they hit 
him; they alfo wounded the horfes that drew hiu'., 
that they might not be able to go any farther, k'll- 


it 


U 



8. V. Quintus Curtius. 315 

ing likewife the two fervants that attended on the 

king. 

After the commiflion of this villany, in order to 
puzzle the purfuers, they took different courfes in 
their fight: Nabarzanes made towards Hircania, and 
Beffus towards Badra, being accompany’d with only 
a fmall number of horfemen. The Barbarians being 
foriaken by their leaders, difpers’d themfelves here 
and there, according as they were direfted by fear 
or hope; only five hundred horfe had got together, 
and feem’d unrefolv’d, whether they lhould defend 
themfelves, or fly. 

Alexander underftanding the enemy's conflernati- 
on, detach’d Nicanor with part of his cavalry to flop 
the enemy’s flight, and follow’d himfelf with the re¬ 
mainder. About three thoufand of thofc who made 
rcfiftance were kill’d, and the reft were driven like 
tlieep or cattle, without any farther mifehief, the 
king having given orders “ to abftain from fhedding 
“ any more blood.” None of the prifoners could 
give any account of Darius; every one examin’d 
ilri&ly whatever he could lay his hands on, and yet 
they could not make any difeovery of him. 

Alexander made fuch violent hafte that he had 
hardly three thoufand horfe with him, but feverai bo¬ 
dies of the fugitives fell into the hands of thofe that 
follow’d him. It is almoft incredible, that there 
fhould be more prifoners than there were men to take 
(hem ; fear had fo robb’d them of all maimer of 
fenfe, that they could not fo much as reflett either on 
the inconfiderablc number of the enemy, or their 
own multitude. 

In the mean time, the cattle that drew Darius, 
hiving no body to govern them, were got out of the 
highway, and having wander’d about four furlongs 
hopp'd in a certain valley, being faint both by their 
wounds and the heat. There was a fpring not far 
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off, which fome of the country had fhew’d to Polv- 
ftratus a Macedonian, who was almoft perifhing with 
third:. While he was here drinking water out of his 
helmet, he obferv’d the darts that ftuck in the bodies 
of the wounded cattle ; and wondering they were not 
rather taken away than kill’d, he perceiving at the 
fame time the voice of a man half dead, out of a na¬ 
tural curiofity could not help reaching into the wag¬ 
gon to difeover what might be hid there, and fo re¬ 
moving the fkins which cover’d it, he found Darius 
there, wounded in fcveral parts of his body. Darius 
underftood fomething of the Greek language, and 
upon this occafion faid, “ That at lead: it was a com- 
“ fort to him in his prefent calamity, that he had 
“ the opportunity of fpeaking to one that underffcod 
** him,” and fo ihould not utter his dying words in 
vain; he order’d him therefore to tell Alexander, 
“ That tho’ he had never deferv’d any thing at his 
“ hands, yet it was his lot to die very much indebted 
to him for his good offices. That he gave him a 
great many thanks for the civilities he had (hewn 
<c his mother, wife and children, to whom he had 


4< not only granted life, but maintain’d alio accord- 
“ ing to their former rank and dignity ; whereas he 
“ was depriv’d of all thefc bleffings by his own kin'* 
“ men and friends, to whom he had given both life 
“ and kingdoms. 'I’hat he therefore out of grati- 
“ tude beyy’d of the gods, that they would bids Ids 
“ arms, and make him conqueror of the whole 
u world. That he hop’d he would not ncgleft n*- 
“ venging the bate u'age he had receiv’d from tray 
“ tors, not only on Ids private account, but for e>:- 
“ aniple fake, and the good of all kings, Alice w 
vt would be no IcA; glorious to him than beneficial. 
He was now faint, and call’d for fome water, which 


being brought to him by Poly ll rat us, he drank, anil 
then faid to him,” “ Whoever thou art, it adds m 
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<c all my other misfortunes, that I have not wherc- 
(t with to acknowledge this great kindnefs; but A- 
“ lexandcr will do it for me, and the gods will re- 
“ ward him for his extraordinary humanity and cJc- 
“ mency towards my family ; thou fhalt give him 
“ therefore my hand, as the only pledge 1 have of 

the fincerity of my willies. 

Having utter’d thefc words, and taken Polyflratus 
hv the hand, lie expir’d. When Alexander was in¬ 
form’d of it, he came to the place, and reflecting 
how unworthy that death was of his high rank, he 
v,vpt, and taking off his cloak fpread it over die dead 
body ; afterwards he caus’d it to be drefs’d in royal 

i J w 

apparel, and lent it to Svfigambis, to be bury VI after 
r;:c manner of the kings of Per/ia, among the royal 
u'jiibs of his anccilors. 
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CHAP. I. 


W HILE thefe things were tranfaflir-g in 

Afia,. there happen'd fome difturbance 
in Greece and Macedonia. Agis, me 
fon of Archidamus, who was (lain as i:** 
affifled the Tarentins, on the fame day that Pi lap 
overcame the Athenians near Chacronca, was tli.n 
king of Laccdemon : this prince, out of an emulation 
to Alexander's courage ana virtue, follicited his citi¬ 
zens “ not to fufFer Greece to be any longer (•■:- 
“ prefs'd under the fervitude of the Macedonian; 
“ for if a remedy were not apply'Yi in time, they 
“ would not fail to be enllav’d after the fame man* 
“ ner ; it was necellary therefore, lie laid, to c.\-rt 
u themfelves while the Perfians were ftil] able ic 
“ make fomc refinance ; that if they ftaid till tl-v 
** were quite reduc'd, it would be to no purpni. 
“ then to affert their ancient freedom again!! h 

“ might; 
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“ mighty a power.’ * The Lacedemonians being ftir’d 
up by this fpeech, only waited for a favourable op¬ 
portunity to begin the war ,• and being encourag’d 
by Memnon’s fuccefs, they began to join their coun- 
fels to his, and notwithftanding iie was taken off in 
the beginning of his profperous career, they flill pur- 
fu’d their meafures with the fame vigour. Agis went 
to Pharnabazus and Autophradates, and obtain’d from 
them thirty talents and ten galleys, which he fent 
to his brother Agefilaus, to enable him to pafs 
into Crete, whole inhabitants were divided in their 
affeflions to the Lacedemonians and Macedoni¬ 
ans. Ambafladors were alfo fent to Darius, to 
folicit for a larger fum of money, and a greater 
number of flhips ; and altho’ the Perfians had 
been lately defeated near lifts, it was fo far from 
being a hindrance to their obtaining their demands, 
that it made them more readily comply therewith ; 
for as Alexander was intent on his purfuit after 
Darius, who led him ftiil farther into the coun¬ 
try, a great number of die hir’d troops after this 
battle, fled into Greece; fo that Agis, by the 
means of the Perfian money, took eight thoufand of 
them into his fer vice, and by their alii flan ce retook 
the greateft part of the Cretan towns. But when 
Memnon, whom Alexander had fent into Thrace, 
had ilirr’d up the Barbarians to revolt, and Antipater 
was march’d with an army from Macedonia to com¬ 



ing raueci an army 
two thoufand horfe, gave the command of it to 
Agis. An ; i pa ter being inform’d hereof, failed the 
nfairs of Thrace as well as lie could, return’d to 
Greece with all pofable* diligence, and there gather’d 
what forces he could from the friends and chics that 

O z were 
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were in alliance with Alexander; fo that in a little 
time he found himfelf at the head of forty thoufand 
effe&ive men. There came to him alfo a ftrong 
body from Peloponnefus, but as he had fome diftruit 
of them, he diifembled his fulpicion, and thank’d 
them “ for ihewing themfelves fo ready to defend 
“ Alexander’s dignity again# the Lacedemonians 
andaffurcd them, “ he would not fail to acquaint the 

king therewith, who in time would alfo thank them 
** himfelf; but at the prefent he did not want any 
“ farther reinforcements ; that therefore they might 
“ return home, having fufficiently difcharged the ob- 
“ ligations of their alliance.” 

Then he difpatched expreffes to Alexander, to ac¬ 
quaint him with the commotions in Greece, who 
overtook him at Ba&ra. In the mean time Antipa¬ 
ter obtain’d a compleat vidtory in Arcadia, Agis be¬ 
ing killed in the battle. 

However, Alexander (being inform’d before of 
thefe difturbances in Greece) had taken all the proper 
meafures again# them, which the diftance of place 
could allow ; for he had order’d Amphoterus to fail 
to .Peloponnefus with the Cyprian and Phoenician 
(hips, and had alfo direfted Mcnes to convoy three 
thoufand talents to the fea fide, that he might be near 
at hand to fupply Antipater with what money he 
(hould know he wanted. For he knew very well 
of what moment the iffuc of thefe troubles might 
prove to all his other affairs, and yet when he was 
inform’d of the victory obtain’d by Antipater, com¬ 
paring that aclion with his own achievements, he in 
derifion call’d it “ the battle of the mice':” yet in 


the beginning of this war, the Lacedemonians were 
not unfuccelsful ; for encountring with Antipater’s 
forces near Corraghus, a caftle in Macedonia, they 
had the advantage j the report of which fuccefs drew 
over to their party, thofc whofe minds were in fuf- 
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pence, till they faw w hich way fortune would incline : 
there was but one town among the Elaeans and 
Achasans, viz. Pellene, that did not enter into their 
alliance: in Arcadia, Megalopolis alfo remain’d 
faithful to the .Macedonians, out of refpect to Philip’s 
memory, from whom they had receiv’d favours; but 
at the fame time it was clofely befieg’d, and could 
not have held out long, had not Antipater come 
feafonably to its relief; who having pitch’d his camp 
not far from that of the enemy’s, and finding him- 
felf, upon a comparifon of his and their flrength, not 
only fuperior to them in number of men, but aifo 
in all military provifions, he refolv’d to come to a 
decifive engagement: as foon as ever he could. On 
the other fide, the Lacedemonians did not decline 
coming to an engagement, fo that a battle was 
fought that very much diilrefTed die Spartan affairs; 
for, confiding in the ftraitnefs of the place where they 
fought, (which they thought would render the ene¬ 
my’s advantage in number of no ufe to them) they 
behav’d thcmfelves gallantly for a while ; nor did the 
Macedonians ihew lefs vigour in their refiflance, 
which occasion’d a great deal of blood to be fpilt on 
both fides ; but Anupater fending feafonably frefh 
fuccours to that part of his army that labour’d moff, 
the Lacedemonians were obliged at lait to give 
ground. Agis no fooner perceiv’d this, but with the 
royal regiment (which was compos’d of the floutcft 
men) f he flung himfclf where the fight was iharpcfl, 
and killing thole who were moll forward to refill, he 
drove a great part of the enemies before him. They 
who were before victorious, now began to fly, till 
they drew their too eager purfuers into the open 
plain ; a great many were killed in the flight, but the 
Macedonians had no fooner gain’d a ground where 


•f- Here ends Frcinfhemius’s Supplement of this book, 
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they could rally, and recover their order, but the) 
rjpcvAi the fight, which v as for a while continu'd 

with equal bravery on both (ides. Of nil the Law 
deioonsans, the king diftinguitlikl himfclf moll, ].<; 
vwg not only remarkable by his am? and perfon, hr* 
a:lo by l.is greamed:; of fn i d, in which alone he v: 
invincitde : he was attack'd on all fide?, bcih at :* 
^htai.ee and iv.pr at hand, yet he maintain'd ;!•:* 
figl'.ta c on fide ruble time, receiving fonte of the tiara 
in hh buckler, and declining others by his extraor¬ 
dinary agility, till being at la'l run through both hi, 
thighs with a {year, and having loll a great quantity 
of blood, his llrength failed him* Then his atten¬ 
dants took him upon his buckler, and carryM him in 
hade to the camp, tho’ the violent motion was verv 
painful to him by rcafon of liis wounds. The La¬ 
cedemonians did not for this leave oh' fighting, but 
as foon ns ever the ground was more favourable to 
them than the enemy, they dos’d their ranks aru 
gallantly receiv'd their furious charges. It L be¬ 
lieved there never was a more defperate fight tl an. 
this, wherein were engag'd the armies of the two 
rnoit warlike rations in the world, and for a confide- 
table time with equal advantage. The LaccTmo- 
rfians relieved on their former glory, and the Mace¬ 
donians were animated by their prefent grandeur; 
thofc fought for liberty, and thefe for foverei&ntv : 
the Lacedemonians wanted a head, and the Macedo¬ 
nians were fhaitned for room, The various chance, 
and accidents of this day were fuch as fometimes er. 
creas'd the hope, and foinctimes the fear of both 
parties, as if fortune had on purpofc equally difpeivAl 
her favours to thefe brave men. But the flrainub 
of the place where the fight was ftill obllinutc, atul 
the vi&ory wavering, would not permit the whole 
forces to engage, fo that there were more fpettnum 
than combatants, and thofc on each fide, who wen 
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oat of the caft of the dart?, encourag’d their com¬ 
panions by their acclamations. However, the La¬ 
cedemonians began now to faint, and could hardly 
hold their arms, that were Uippcry with blood anil 
Aveat, fo that the enemy dill prciTing upon them, at 
frfi gave way, and were at lad put to an open 
flight. The conqueror purfu’d die feat to r'd forces, 
and having pafs’dovcr al die ground the Lacecltnro- 
nian army at firlt took lip, was in purfuit of Agis 
himfelf. But he no fooner beheld his men Hying;, 
and the enemy drawing near him, than he command¬ 
ed thofe who carry'd him to fet him down, and then 
rry’d whether his limbs were able to fccoiul his reso¬ 
lution : but finding lliey were not, he plac'd himfelf 
on his knees, and having put on hh helmet, and co¬ 
vered his body with his buckler, he with ids right 
hand (bak’d his fpear, and challeng'd any of the ene¬ 
mies to come and take away his ipoils. Mot one of 
them dark! to come near him, but a ere at many cad 
their darts at him afar off, which he return'd py;;in 
upon the enemy, till at laid one of them lodg'd it’elf 
in his naked bread. The fame wa , no fooner pull'd 
out of his wound, but he grew faint, and gently 
loan’d his head on his buckler, and loon after le- 
iigning his fpirit with his blood, he fell dead upon ids 
arms. 

There were (lain of the Lacedemonians (be thou- 
fand three hundred and fixtv, and (/f d.e hLccdoni 
ans three hundred ; but there hard!/ returned to the 
camp a Angle perfon that was not wend:.]. This 
victory did not only quell the Spartan* and 1. ■, ir con • 
federates, but difiippointcd all thofe v, ho depended 
on their fucccfs. Antipater was not inkui.ble that 
the hearts of thofe that conjiralulatcd hi:, si/iorv did 

O 

not agree with their outward appearance, b:t a. ho 
defir'd to put an end to the war, it wa; iiccvilary for 
him to be deceiv’d; and nolwilhllanding he was 

O 4 pleas'd 
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pleas’d with his fuccefs, yet he was afraid of envy, 
becaufe what lie had done exceeded his ftation: for tho’ 
Alexander was very defirous to have his enemies over¬ 
come, yet he could not forbear difeovering by words 
that he could not eallly brook that Antipater Ihould 
be the conqueror, for lie look’d upon that honour 
that was gained by another, to be a derogation to his 
own. This was the reafon why Antipater (who knew 
his difpofuion perfectly) did not dare to conclude any 
thing upon the victory, but had recourfe to die coun¬ 
cil of Greece, to determine what was ht to be done. 
The Lacedemonians dedir’d nothing more of it, than 
that they might be allow’d to fend amballadors to the 
king, which being granted, lie readily pardon’d them 
all, except the authors of the rebellion. The Achncans 
and iEtolians were commanded to pay one hundred 
and twenty talents to the Megolopolitans immediately 
after the rtvnlr. Thus ended this war, which being 
kindled on the hidden, was ncverthelefs finillPd be¬ 
fore Alexander defeated Darius at Arbela. 

AAA ifj A A A A A A AA A A; A AAA AAA AAA A A A 

CHAP. II. 

A Lcxander, whofc genius was better qualify’d for 
JtlL toils of war, than for eafe and quiet, no 
fooner found himfelf deliver’d from military cares, 
but he prcfcntly gave himfelf up to all manner of vo- 
luptuoufnefs; and he that had fhewn himfelf invinci¬ 
ble to the arms of the Pcrlians, was eafily fubdu’d by 
their vices. He delighted in unfeafonable entertain¬ 
ments, and would pais whole nights in drinking and 
revelling, having with him crowds of prollitutcs ; in a 
word, he Itruck into all the foreign manners, as if he 
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thought them preferable to thofe of his own country* 
and by that procedure offended both die eyes and 
minds of his own people to fuch a degree, as to be 
look’d upon by the major part of them as an enemy; 
for he in a manner forc’d the Macedonians (who 
were tenacious of their own frugal difeipline, and 
were accuftom’d to relieve the wants of nature with a 
cheap diet, and fuch as was eafiiy procur’d) to in¬ 
dulge the foreign vices of the conquer’d nations. 
This occafion’d feveral confpiracies againfl him, the 
foldiers mutiny’d, and in the height of their grief 
would fpeak their minds freely ; hence proceeded his 
groundlefs fufpicions, his indifereet fears, and other 
evils of the like nature, which we (hall hereafter give 
an account of. 

As Alexander therefore pafs’d the nights as well as 
days in unfeafonable fealfing, he reliev’d the fatiety 
of thefe entertainments with plays and mufick, and 
was not contented with fuch performers as he had 
from Greece, but order’d aifo the women that were 
prifoners to fing after their manner, whole uncouth 
and barbarous Tongs were altogether difagrecable to 
the Macedonians, who were Grangers to it. Among 
thefe women he obferv’d one to be more dejected 
than the red, and feem’d moddlly to refill thofe who 
would introduce her for that purpofc ; file was a per¬ 
fect beauty, and her becoming modefty made her 
charms Hill more confpicuous. Her call down eyes, 
and the care Hie took to hide her face as much as flic 
could, gave the king fome reafon to fufpeft flic was 
of too high rank to be expos’d at thole ludicrous 
entertainments: he therefore ask’d her, “ Who (lie 
was ? flic anfwcred, flic was grand-daughter to 
(Jehus, who not long ago had been king ofPerfia, 
u and whole Ion was htr father; and that fhe had 
h: ,: :n nu.'.rL’d to iliflalpes : this 1 iirtafpes was 
him k if a iclntku of h.nius, and had j.au the com- 
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mand of a confiderable army.” The king retain'd 
yet fome fmall remains of his former virtues; refpeft- 
ing therefore in her adverfity, her royal extraction, 
and lo celebrated a name as was that of Ochus; he 
not only commanded her to be fet at liberty, but alfo 
to be reftor’d to all her pofteffions, and gave orders 
to have her husband found out, that he might reftore 
her to him. 

The next day after, he gave orders to Hephseftion 
to caufe all the captives to be brought before him, 
and having examin’d into every one’s extra&ion, he 
feparated thofe that were nobly defeended from the 
reft. Thefe were ten in number, amongft whom 
was Oxathres, Darius’s brother, who was not lefs de¬ 
fending for his natural endowments, than for his emi¬ 
nent rank. The laft booty amounted to twenty fix 
thoufand talents, of which fum twelve thoufand were 
diftributed among the foldiers by the way of dona¬ 
tive ; and the like fum was embezell’d by thofe who 
had the care thereof. 

At this time there was a nobleman of Perfia, whofe 
name was Oxydates, Hill detain’d in prifon, and was 
deftin’d by Darius to fuffer capital punifhment; Alex¬ 
ander not only fet him at liberty, but alfo conferr’d 
upon him the government of Media. As for Darius’s 
brother, he receiv’d him into the band of his friends, 
and preierv’d to him all the honour due to his illtiftri- 
ous birth. 

From lienee he march’d into Parthiene, which was 
then a contemptible nation, but at this time is the 
mod confiderable of all thofe that lie behind the Eu- 
phrates and the Tigris, and extends it fclf as far as 
the red-fca. The Scythians made thcmfelves mailers 
of this champian, fruitful country, and are ftill trou- 
blefome enough to their neighbours; they have ter¬ 
ritories in both Europe and Afia; thofe who inhabit 
above the Bofphcrus belong to Afia ; and thofe that 
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are in Europe, enjoy the countries that lie on the left 
of Thrace, as far as the Boryfthenes, and from thence 
to the Tanais, another river. The Tanais runs be¬ 
tween Europe and Alia ; and it is no way doubted, 
but the Scythians, from whence the Parthians defeend, 
came not from the Bofphorus, but out of Europe. 

There was at this time a famous city call'd Heca- 
tompylos, built by the Greeks. Here the king re¬ 
main'd fome time, being fupply’d with provifions 
from all parts. While he encamp’d in this place, a 
Hidden rumour arofe, without any other ground or 
author than the wanton idlenefs of the army ; “ that 
“ the king being contented with what he had done, 
“ defign’d to return forthwith to Macedonia.” The 
foldiers hereupon run to their tents, like mad men, 
and pack’d up their baggage; one would have 
thought the fignal had already been given to decamp. 

The camp was now all in confufion, fome running 
up and down to leek their comrades, and others load¬ 
ing the waggons ; fo that it came at laft to the king’s 
ears. This falfe rumour was the more eafily believed 
becaufe he had difeharg’d fome Greeks, with orders 
to return to their own homes, having given fix thou- 
fand denarii to each trooper; and from hence the 
reft of the army concluded that the war was at an end. 

Alexander, who had refolv’d within himfelf to pafs 
into India, and the remoteft parts of the call, was no 
lcfs>alarm’d hereat, than the confequencc of the thing 
requir’d; he therefore order’d all the general officers 
to repair to his tent, and them with tears in his eyes, 
complain'd to them, “ That he was Hopp’d in the 
ic middle of his glorious career, and compeH’d to re- 
“ turn home more like one that was conquer’d, than 
“ a conqueror; and this not thro 1 the cowardice of 
u his army, but the envy of the gods, who had on 

the fuddeu infus’d into the minds of the brave men 


thU compo/d it, 


a longing dclire to He their own 
GO 4< country. 
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country, whither in a little time he intended to 
(< lead them himfelf, loaded with honour and glory.” 
Hereupon every one of them offer’d afreih their fer- 
vice to him, and begg’d to be employ’d in the molt 
difficult undertakings ; affuring him, “ He need not 
“ doubt of the foldiers ready obedience, if he would 
“ but make them a proper fpeech, fuitable to the 
ef prefent occafion ; fince they were never known to 
“ depart from him in the leak difpirited or dejedled, 
tc whenever he thought fit to diffufe amongft them his 
lc own alacrity, and fome portion of the vigour of 
his great and noble mind.” He therefore promis’d 
to do as they dcfir’d, and order’d them to go and pre¬ 
pare their ears for his purpofe ,* and having maturely 
confider’d with himfelf all that was requifite on this 
occafion, he order'd the army to be drawn out, and 
then made the following fpcech to them. 
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J T is not to be wonder’d at, foldiers, that when 
you look hack on the many great things we 
have done, a defirc of red, and a faticty of glory 
fhould Heal upon you. For, not to mention the 
Illyrians, the Triballi, Bceotia, Thrace, Sparta, the 
Achieans, and Pclopunueiians, all whom 1 have 
fubdu’d, either in perfon, or by my appointment 
and directions; we enter’d upon a war at the 
Hellefpont, and deliver’d the Ionians and TEolia 
from the cruel lervitude of the Barbarians, and 
have made' ourfelves mailers of Caria, Lycba, 
Cappadocia, Phrygia, Paphlagonia, Pamphilia, Pi- 
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fidia, Cilicia, Syria, Phoenicia, Armenia, Perfia, 
Media, and Parthiene. I have conquer’d more 
provinces, than others have taken towns; and I 
cannot tell, but in this recital, the great number 
may have made me ftill forget fome. If therefore 
I were certain, thefe countries we have over-run in 
fo fhort a time, would remain firm to us, I would 
then, even againft your wills, foldiers, be for re¬ 
turning to my houfhold gods, to my mother, and 
filters, and the reft of my citizens, that I might 
there chiefly enjoy with you, the praife and glory 
we have acquir’d; where we can have a full fru¬ 
ition of the rewards of our vidories, in the joyful 
converfation of our children, wives, and parents, 
in a profound peace and fecure reft, and an un- 
difturb’d pofleffion of the fruits of our bravery. 
But as our empire is yet new, and (if we will 
fpeak the truth) even precarious; fince the Barba¬ 
rians bear our yoke at prefent but with a ftiff neck, 
it is time, foldiers, that mull tame their minds, 
and foften their favage temper. Do we not fee, 
that the very fruits of the earth require their proper 
feafons to ripen in ? So great an influence has 
time even over tiiofe things that are void of fenfe. 
Can you imagine then, that fo many nations, 
enur’d to the empire and name of another, difagree- 
ing with us in religion and manners, as well as lan¬ 
guage, can be per fed l y fubdu'd the day they are 
overcome? No, foldiers, it is your arms that rc- 
ftrain diem, and not cheir wills: and tho’ your 
presence keeps them in awe, when once you are 
abfent, they’ll declare dicmfelves your enemies. 
We have to do with wild beads, which, when 
taken and. flint up, a:v tam’d by length of time; a 
thing not to be hop'd lor othenvife, from their own 
fierce natures, i am talking all this while as if 
we had wholly fubdu’d all Darius’s dominions; 

“ but 
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but that’s a miftake, for Nabarzan^ poffeffcs Hyr- 

cania, and Beffus the parricide has not only feiz’d 

Baftra, but alfo threatens us: behq es the Sogdians, 

the Dallas, the Maffagetae, the Sacte, and the 

Indians, are yet unconquer’d. All thefe, as foon 

as our backs are turn’d, will piirf ue us ; for they 

may be faid to. be of the fame nation, but we arc 

ftramgers and foreigners. And it is obfervable, that 
» .* -«»;nir»sYlv nhpv thew ownfbvereii'ns 
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tho’ their government be never lo barlh. We mult 

therefore, foldiers, either refign wh at we have with 

fo much ’pain acquired, or iubd Ue the reft. For 

as phyficians leave nothing m th e bodies of then- 

patients that can endanger a rel ap f e , fo muftwc 

lop off whatever can annoy or rofift 0 ur empire. 

A fmall fpark neglefted, has ofte n been the caufe 

of great conflagrations. Nothing can fafely be 

defpifed in an enemy: whomfoe Ve r you contemn 

becomes the ftronger by your nexigence. Danus 

himfelf did not come to the r er fi an empire, by 

right of hereditary fucceffion, bu t got into Cyrus’s 

throne, through the intereft of B a g 0 as an eunuch ; 

that vou may not think it fo difficult a talk for 

^ 1 ._ rr~fT\ r-i ^ 1 ^ i »-vrrrl nill. 


that you. may uuc — 

Befl'us to take poffeffion of a vacant kingdom. 
Surely, foldiers, we have commuted a great fault, 
if we conquer Darius to no othe r purpofe, but to 
deliver up his dominions to one of his (laves, who, 
with the utmoft audacioufncfs, kept his fovereign 
in chains, at the time he Hood iq need even of io- 
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reign affiftance, and when we, at lead, that had 

conquer’d him, would have (hetyn me rcy to hnn ; 

and at laft barbaroufly murder'd him, to rob us o 

the glory of preferring him. Will you, after all 

this buffer fuch a wretch to rcig n ? whom 1 lour 

3 ... i n 1 1 It. 11. ^ i. . 111 'fill 
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to fee nail’d to a crofs, and by tlmt ignominious 

death make ample fatisfa&ion t 0 all Icings and na 
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tions, for his execrable treachery. 


But if, 'ff 01 

“ ou 



B. VI. Quintus Curtius. 331 

cc our return home, you fhould immediately hear 
“ that this villain was burning the Greek towns, and 
“ laying wafte the Hellefpont; how fenlibly you’d 
“ be griev’d, that BefTus fhould run away with the 
“ reward of your vi&ories! how quickly would 
“ you arm ! what hafle would you then make to re- 
“ cover your own! but is it not much better to fup- 
“ prefs him at once, while he is frill full of appre- 
“ henfion, and hardly in his fenfes ? We have but 
“ four days march to come at him; we who have 
u made our way through fo many deep fnows, pafs’d 
“ fo many rivers, and run over fo many mountains : 
“ we fhall meet with no fea to flop our march, nei- 
“ ther fhall have the frraits of Cilicia to obftruft our 
“ pafiage ; all the way is plain and eafy : we may be 
“ laid to ftand at the very door of victory; we have 
“ only a few fugitives to reduce, and ruffians, that 
“ have murder’d their own lord and maker. It will be 
“ a glorious work, and will be tranfmitted to polterity 
“ among your molt memorable atchievements, that 
“ you were fo far from fuffering your hatred to Da- 
“ rius, who was your enemy, to continue after his 
“ death, that you even took fatisfadlion of his par- 
“ ricides, not fuffering any w ; *:ked perfon to efcape 
“ unpunifhed. This once done, how much more 
<f willingly will the Perfians obey us, when they 
u come to underfland that you undertake pious wars, 
“ that not their nation, but the villainy of BelTus is 
“ the objeft of your anger.” 



CHAP. IV. 

T HIS fpcech was receiv’d by the foldiers with 

all poffiblc chcarfulnefs, and they defired him 
to lead them wherc-evcr he thought fit. The king 

2 therefore 
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therefore laid hold of their prefent difpofition, and 
pafftng thro’ Parthiene, he came the third day to the 
borders of Hircania, where he left Craterus with the 
forces he commanded, and thofe that were under 
Amyntas, adding thereto fix hundred horfe, and as 
many archers, with orders to fecure Parthiene from 
the incurfions of the Barbarians. He gave to Eri- 
gyus the care of the baggage, appointing him a fmall 
body for that purpofe, and commanded him to march 
along the plain country, while he himfelf with the 
phalanx and cavalry, having march’d a hundred and 
fifty furlongs, incamp’d in a valley, at the entrance 
into Hyrcania. Here .there is a wood, the trees 
whereof are very tall, and Hand thick, fo that it is 
very fhady, and the foil of the valley is very fat, be¬ 
ing plentifully water’d by the ftreams that defeend 
from the impending rocks. At the foot of thefe 
hills the river Zioberis rifes, which for the fpace of 
three furlongs runs entire in one channel, and after¬ 
wards is divided by a rock, and fo purfues two diffe¬ 
rent courfes, between which it difpenfes all its waters. 
At feme difiance it unites again, and runs in a rapid 
ftream. like a torrent, and by reafon of the rocks 
through which it paffes, becomes more violent, and 
then precipitates itfelf under ground, purfuing its fub- 
terranean courfe for the fpace of three hundred fur¬ 
longs, and then rifes again as from a new fpring, and 
cuts itfelf a new channel much larger than its firft, it 
being thirteen furlongs in breadth : after which, con¬ 
tracting itfelf again, it runs between ftraiter banks, 
and at la.fi falls into another river called Rhidagus. 
The inhabitants affirm, that whatever is call into the 
cave nearelt its fource, and where it firft hides itfelf 


under ground, comes out at the other mouth, where 
tire river opens itfelf, when it appears again. Alexan¬ 
der therefore caus’d two bulls to be call into it whine 


the waters enters the earth, whofc bodies were after¬ 
wards 
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wards fecn, where the river breaks out again, by 
thofe who were lent to examine into that matter. In 
this place Alexander had raffed his army four days, 
when he received letters from Nabarzancs (who had 
confpir’d with Beilin againit Davie? ■ to this effect; 
tc That lie had never been Darius A cr.cmv ; that on 
“ the contrary, he had always advis'd him to what 
‘ c he thought moil conducing to his advantage and 

V_J 

“ intereft; for which faithful count cl he had like to 
u have been hilled by him. That Darius entertain’d 
fome thoughts of committing the guard of his per- 
lon to foreigners, v. hi eh was not only again ft all 
kiw and rcafon, but a great re fled ion on his fub- 
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jeds f-dclit;*, which they had prefer/ -, d inviolate to 
their kings for tb.e ipn.ee of two hundred and 
thirty \ cars : that finning hiiufdf in fo doubtful 

# J o 

and dm-gerous a condition, he he'd tool: that Conn¬ 
ie! which the predent neccftity of Ids circumftances 
u had fug go lied to him. That Darius having lulled 

U 1 J ^ , , v- 

Baopras, had fatiify’d his people with no other ex¬ 
cuse, than that lie had kill'd a man who was plot¬ 
ting and contriving his death. There is nothing 

o cr> Cn 

c ‘ fo clear to wretched mortals as life, out of love to 
“ which, he had been driven to the Iaft extremities ; 
u but however, he had been forced thereto by irre- 
fiftible neceflity, it being far from his own inclina¬ 
tion and choice : that in general calamities, every 
one is apt to confult his own intereft and welfare : 
“ however, if he thought fit to command him to 
come to him, he would readily obey him without 
<c the leaft apprehenfion or fear ; for he could not 
fuppofc that fo great a king would violate his pro- 
mife, it not being ufual for the gods to deceive one 
“ another. That if he did not think him worthy 
the honour of his royal word, there were places 
enough where he could be fafe, and that all coun- 
" tries were alike to a brave man. 

Hereupon 
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Hereupon Alexander made no difficulty to giw 
him his royal fecurity (after the manner the Peris airs 
are us'd to receive the lame) “ that if he came, h* 
“ ffiould not be injur'd.” Notvvithfcanding which, 
he march’d his army J n order of battle, lending 


fcouts before him, to difeover the places he wm to 
pafs through. The light-arnfd troops compos’d tin: 
van, then follow’d th c phalanx, and the baggage 
came in the rear of that. As they were a warlike 
nation, and the fituati on of the country was fuch as 
render’d it of difficult accefs, the king thought it 
proper to be the more circumfpeft and wary in Ins 
march: for the valley extends itfelf as far as the 
Cafpian fea, and feei^s to ftretch itfelf out in two 
arms, the middle whereof ftrikes into a hollow, fo 
that it refembles the horns of the pioon, before that 


planet fills up its orb. On the left are the Ccreetag 

the Mofyni, and Chalybes, and on the ether fide are 

the Leucofyri, and the plains of the Amazons it ha? 
thofe to the northward, and thefe to the weftwnrd. 
The Cafpian fea-water not being fo brackifn as that 
of others, feeds ferpents of a prodigious bigneis. 
and hfh of a quite different colour from thofe of 
other feas. Some call it the Cafpian, and others 
the Hyrcanian fea. Some fay, that the Palus Micons 
falls into it, and to prove it, fay, that it is by this 
mixture that the waters of this fea are not fo fait as 
thofe of other feas. When the north wind blows, 


it fwells the fea, and forces it violently on thc fhore, 
carrying its waves a great way into the country, where 
it Magnates for fome time, till the heavens changing 
their afpett, thefe waters return to the fea again with 
the fame impetuoufnefs they firlt broke their bounds, 
and fo reflorc the land to its own nature. Some have 
been of opinion, that thefe waters do not come from 
thc Cafpian fea, but do fall from India into Hyrca- 
nia, whole lofty fituation (as we faid before) by de~ 
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grees links into this perpetual vale. From whence 
the king march’d twenty furlongs by a way aim oil 
impaffiablc, having a wood hanging over it bcfidcs 
which difficulties, the torrents and handin'/ waters eb- 

% J cJ 

ftrufted lus paifage, but as no enemy appeared, he 
made a fhift to get through it; and at latl march’, tax 

o o J o 

farther on, he came into a better country, which be- 
fides other provifions with which it abounded, there 
was great plenty of apples, and the foil was very 
proper for vines. There is alfo a kind of tree that is 
very common here, and very much rcfcmblcs an oak, 
whofe leaves are in the nioht much ting’d with honey, 

U O ' * 

but unlefs the inhabitants gather it before the fun rifes, 
the leak heat thereof confumes it. 

The king having march’d thirty furlongs farther, 
was met by Phrataphernes, who furrender'd himfelf 
to him, and all thole who had Red with him, after 
Darius’s death. Alexander received him gracioufly, 
and afterwards arrived at a town call’d Arvax Here 
Craterus and Erygyius join’d him, bringing along 
with them Phradates, who had the government 
of the Tapurians. The king’s taking him alfo into 
his protection, was an example to a great many 
others, to truft themfclves to his clemency. He af- 
tewards appointed Menapis governor ox Hyrcania, 
who had in Ochus’s reign, taken refuge with king 
Philip. Pie likewife rellor’d to Phradates the go¬ 
vernment of the Tapurian nation, 
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A Lexandcr was now come to the utmoft bounds 

of Hyreania, when Artabazus (who, as we be¬ 
fore took no* ice, had always firmly adher’d to .Dari¬ 
us) came to him with Darius’? relations, his own eh,I- 
dren, and a body of Greek foldicrs. r i lie king imme¬ 
diately offer’d him his right-hand, for he had been 
formerly entertain’d by Philip, when in Ockus’s i\k n, 
lie had been forc'd to (ly front Ids country. Hut ;i.e 
chief caufe of his receiving him fo kindly, was bis 
firm adherence to hk prince’s in^refc to the lad. 
Finding 1 an*.lelf therefore fo gracnuily receiv'd, he 
addrefs’d hunl'of to the kin$ in thefe words: “ Lons* 

O B O 

may you reign in perpetual felicity. As for my own 
part, I am iufficiently happy on all other accounts: 
I have but one grievance, and that is, that my ad- 
“ vanc’d age will not permit me to enjoy your goed- 
u nefs long.” He was in the ninety fifth year of his 
age, and was accompany hi by his nine fons which he 
had all of one woman : thefe he alfo prefented to the 
king, and wifh’d they might live fo long, as they 
might be ferv ice able to his majefty. 

Alexander for the moft part walk’d on foot, but 
then he order’d horfes to be brought for himfelf and 
Artabazus, left if he walk’d himfelf on foot, the old 
man fhouid be afham'd to ride. Afterwards having 
pitch’d his camp, he order’d the Greeks who came 
along with Artabazus, to be brought before him. 
But they made anfwcr, “ that unlefs lie took the 
“ Lacedemonians alfo into his protection, they would 
u deliberate amongft themfclves what meafures they 

u fliould take.” They were ambafladors from the 

Laced e- 
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Lacedemonians to Darius, who being overcome, they 
join’d thofe Greeks that were in the Perfian fervice. 
But Alexander, without giving them any promife or 
fecurity, commanded them <c to come immediately 
“ and fubmit to what he fliould alot them.” They 
demurred upon the matter Tome time, being of diffe¬ 
rent opinions; however, at laft they promis’d to 
come. But Democrates the Athenian, being con- 
feious to himfelf, that he had always oppos’d as much 
as he could the Macedonians profperity, defpairing of 
pardon, run himfelf through with his fword, the roll 
according to their agreement furrender’d themfelves 
to Alexander. They were fifteen hundred foldiers of 
them, befides fourfeore and ten, who had been fent 
ambaffadors to Darius. The greateft part of the 
foldiers were diilributed among the troops by way 
of recruit, and the reft were fent home. As for the 
Lacedemonians, he commanded them to be kept in 
cuftody. The Mardians are a nation bordering upon 
Hyrcania, a hardy people, and accuftomed to live 
by robbery. They alone neither fent ambaffadors to 
Alexander, nor gave the lead token to imagine, they 
would obey his orders. This rais’d his indignation, 
that a finglc nation fhould hinder him from being 
thought invincible. Leaving therefore his baggage 
under a fufficient guard, he advanc'd towards them 
with his light arm'd troops. He had march’d all the 
night, and by break of day the enemy appear’d 
in fight: But it was rather a tumultuous alarm than a 
fight; for the Barbarians were foon driven from the 
eminences they poffcfs’d, and put to flight, and the 
neighbouring villages being deferred by the inhabitants, 
were plunder’d by the Macedonians. But the army 
could not penetrate into the more inward parts of the 
country, without being much luirrafs’d and fatigu’d. 
The tops of the hills are encompafs’d with high woods, 

and impaffablc rocks, and the Barbarians had fccur’d, 

by 
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by a new kind of fortification, what was plain and 
open. The trees are fet thick on purpofe, then they 
wth their hands bend the tender branches downwards, 
and having twitted them together, they fet them in 
the ground again, where taking root, they put out 
frefh branches, which they do not fuffer to grow ac¬ 
cording to the appointment of nature; but they fo 
intermixt them, that when they are cloath’d with 
leaves, they in a manner hide the ground. Thus the 
way was perplex’d with one continu’d hedge, by the 
means of tliefe interwoven boughs, which like fo ma¬ 
ny fnares caught hold of thofe that pafs d thro them. 
In this cafe there was no remedy but cutting down 
the woods: but this again was a very laborious talk ; 
for the bodies of the trees were full of knots, which 
made them very hard to cut; and the implicated 
boughs, like fo many fufpended circles, by their tend¬ 
er pliantnefs gave way, and baulk’d the force of the 
ftroke; on the other fide the inhabitants are fo ha¬ 
bituated to run like wild beafts among thefe coverts 
that on this occafion they enter’d the wood, and gall J 
the enemy with their darts. Alexander was therdorc 
oblig’d (after the manner of hunters) firft to find out 
their haunts, by which means he dettroy’d a great 
many of them, and at laft order’d his army “ to iur- 
“ round the wood, and if they found any entrance, 
4t to break through the fame.” But as they were al¬ 
together ignorant of the country, they wander d up 
and down like men loft, and fomc of them were taken 
by the enemy, and with them the king’s horle Buce¬ 
phalus, which he did not value after the rate of other 
cattle, for he would fuffer no body but Alexander :o 
mount him, and whenever he had a mind to get up 
him, he would kneel down and receive him on !> 
back, as if he was fenfiblc who it was he carry u 
The kim v therefore being tranfported with anger y 

° gn.t. 
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grief, even beyond what was decent, order’d his 
horfe to be fought after, and gave the Barbarians to 
underftand by an interpreter, “ that if they did not 
“ reftore him, not one of them fhould efcape alive. 1 ’ 
This declaration fo terrify’d them, that they not only 
rcftor’d the horfe, but made him alfo other prefents. 
However, this did not appeafe the king’s anger, fo 
that he commanded c< the woods to be cut down, and 
u caus’d earth to be brought from the mountains to 
<c fill up the hollow part of the intricate covert.” 
The work was pretty well advanc’d, when the Bar¬ 
barians defpairing of their being able to defend the 
country, furrcnder’d themfelves to the king, who re¬ 
ceiving hoflages from them, appointed Phradates to 
be their governour, and on the fifth day return’d from 
thence to his camp, where having confer’d on Arta- 
bazus double the honour Darius had bellow’d on him, 
he font him home. 

Then he continu’d his march to the city of Hyr- 
cania, in which Darius had a palace, where he was 
no fooner arriv’d than Nabarzanes yielded himfelf to 
the king upon his parole, making him at the fame time 
very noble prefents; among the reft was Bagcas, an 
eunuch, who was in the ilower of his youth, and had 
been familiarly us’d by Darius formerly, and foon af¬ 
ter by Alexander; it was chiefly at this eunuch’s in- 
treaty that he pardon’d Nabarzanes. 

The nation of the Amazons (as we faid before) 
bordered upon Hyrcania, and inhabited the plains of 
Thcniifcyra, along the river Thermodon. Thaleflris 
was the name of their queen, who had in her fubjec- 
tion all the country that lies between mount Caucafus, 
and the river Pliaiis. This queen was come out of her 
dominions, inflam’d with a defire to fee Alexander; 
and being advanc’d pretty near the place where he 
was, flie fent mefl’engers before to acquaint him, 

“ that 
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4< that a queen was coming to have the fatisfa&ion of 
<c feeing and converfmg with him: ” having obtain¬ 
ed admittance, fhe commanded the reft of her follow¬ 
ers to ftay behind, and taking with her three hundred 
of her female militants, file advanc’d. As foon as fie 
came within fight of the king, fhe leap’d from her 
horfe, holding two javelins in her right hand. The 
Amazons apparel does not cover all their bodies, for 
their left fide is naked down to the ftomach, nor do 
the fkirts of their garments (which they tie up in a 
knot) reach below their knees. They preferve their 
left bread intire that they may be able to fuckle their 
female off-fpring, and they cut off and fear their right, 
that they may draw their bows, and caft their darts 
with the greater eafe. Thaleftris look’d at the king 
with an undaunted countenance, and narrowly view'd 
his perfon, which did not come up to the fame of his 
great exploits; for the Barbarians have a great vene¬ 
ration for a majeftical prefence, efteeming them only 
capable of performing great actions, whom nature ha, 
favour’d with an extraordinary perfonage. Being 
afk’d by the king, “ Whether flie had any thing to 
“ defirc of him ? flie did not boggle to tell him, that 
u her errand was to have children by him, flie being 
<c worthy to bring him heirs to his dominions; as lor 
“ the female fex, Hie would retain that herfelf, and 
“ reftore the male to the father.” Hereupon Alexan¬ 


der afk’d her, “ If fhe would accompany him in his 
“ wars ?” To which flie excus’d herfelf, “ with her 


“ having left nobody to take care of her kingdom.” 
Adding that fhe defir’d he would not let her depart 
difappointed. Her paffion being greater than the king’s, 
oblig’d him to ftay here a little while, fo that he en¬ 
tertain’d her thirteen days to gratify her dc.flrc ; after 
which (lie return’d to her kingdom, and the king 
march’d into Parthicne. 
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CHAP. VI. 

H ERE he gave a loofc to all his paflions, and 
laying afide his continency and moderation 
(which are eminent virtues in an exalted fortune) deli¬ 
ver'd himfelf up to voluptuoufnefs and pride. He now 
look’d upon the manners, drefs, and wholfomedifcipline 
of die kings of Macedon beneath his grandeur, and 
therefore emulated the Perfian pomp, which feem’d 
to vie with the majefly of die gods themfelves. Pic 
began to fufFer the conquered of fo many nations to 
proltrate themfelves on the ground, and worfhip him, 
and hop’d by degrees to enure them to fervile officer, 
and make them like Haves. He wore about his head 
a purple diadem, intermix'd with white, and took 
the Perfian habit, without fearing the omen of palfing 
out of the drefs and diftinguiihing tokens of the con¬ 
queror, into tliofe of the conquer’d; he himfelf in¬ 
deed did fay that he only wore the i polls of the Peril- 
ans; but he at the fame time put on their manners alfo; 
for the outward magnificence of apparel was follow'd 
by an inward infolence of mind. And notwithfbmd- 
ing he Hill feal’d thofe letters lie font into Europe 
with his ufual feat, yet he affix’d that of Darius to all 
thofe he feat into Alia; from whence it appear’d that 
the fortune of two is too great for the head of one 
man : he oblig’d alfo his friends, his captains and chief 
officers of his army to drefs alter the Perfian manner; 
and tho 1 within themfelves they defpis’d the fame, yet 
they did not dare ro refufe complying, for fear of in* 
earring his difpl call ire. The fame number of toncu- 
Vo!.. I. P bines 
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lilies that Darias had, (viz. three hundred and fixty) 
fil'd the royal palace, and theie were attended by 
crowds of eunuchs, who were themfelves accuftom’d 
to fupply the place of women. The old foldiers who 
had ferv’d under Philip, publickly detefted' this luxu¬ 
ry, and foreign exceffes, as being altogether ftrangers 
to fuch voluptaoufnefs, infomucli that it was the ge¬ 
neral talk throughout the camp, cc That more was 
£s loft by the victory than gain’d by the war, fince 
<e they might properly be faid to be conquer’d them- 
felves, when they were thus enflav’d to foreign 
<c cuftoms and manners ; and, in fine, all the reward 
xc they were like to receive for their long abfence 
from their native country, was to return home in 
cc captive habits : that it was high time for them to 
be afham’d of themfelves, when they law their 
“ king affed to refemble rather the conquer'd than 
“ the conquerors, and of king of Macedonia become 
c< one of Darius’s fat raps. 

As Alexander was not ignorant that his behaviour 
•xlifpleas’d his chiefefi and bell friends, as well as his 
army in general, he endeavour’d to recover their af¬ 
fection by his liberality and bounty, but the rewards 
of krvicude are always disagreeable to free and noble 
fouls; that therefore the diicontent might not break 
out into fedition, he thought it advileable to put a:i 
end to thefe effects of id lends by the toils of wars. 


On which an occnfion feafonably offer'd its Icif; 
for Bcfius had now affum'd the royal robes, order’d 
himfelf to be call’d Artaxerxes, and was gathering to¬ 
gether ihe Scythians, and the other inhabitants along 
the Tanais. Satibarfcanes was the per foil that gate 
him th’s account, whom lie had taken into his p’\> 
tedion, confirming to him the government he held 
before. But finding his army heavy laden with rich 
ipoibj and the parade of luxury, which was a great 

hindrance 
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hindrance to their exoetlirion in their movement, 

1 J 




<C 


He firft order’d lid own batwaee Co be bro 




ght in 


to the middle of the plain, am; then that of all the 
‘ f reft of the army, excepting only what was abfo- 
“ lately neceflary.” The plain into which the laden 
carriages were brought, was very fpacious and large : 
every one now impatiently expected what would be 
his next command, when lie order’d the cattle to be 
taken away, and then fetting fire to his own baggage, 
“ he commanded the reft to do the like to theirs,” 
It was a great mortification to fet fire them lei ves to 
thofe things they had fo often refeu’d from the flames 
die enemy had kindled to deftroy them ; yet no body 
dat’d to lament the lofs of the reward of his blood, 
feeing the king’s furniture underwent the fame fate. 
This done, Alexander made a ihort ipccch to them 
which alleviated their grief, and they were now pleas’d 
to find themfclvcs more fit for the fen dec of the war, 
and more ready upon all occafions, rejoicing, 


? ’T- t 1 

1 
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by the loft of their baggage, they had preferv’d 
their difeipline.” They therefore began their 
march towards Baftra ; but Nicar.or, parmenio’s foil, 
being match'd away by hidden death, was a great 
affliction to the whole armv. The king was more 

' o 

griev’d thereat than any bod)-, and woJd fain hate 
llopt tliere foinc time, tit at lie might be prefent at die 
funeral liinifelf, but the fearcity of proviiions oblig’d 
him to haiten his march; leaving therefore Philoras 
v/itli two thoiifaud fix bundled men io perform the 
funeral rites to Ids brother, 1 e with die reft of ilie ar¬ 
my advanc’d towards Belli is. As he was upon his 
march, he receiv'd advice from the neighboring 
Satraps, that Bcfths was advancing towards him with 
an army in a hoilile manner; and that Satibar/.anes, 
whom he had lately confirm’d in his government ever 
the Afians, was alio revolted front him. 
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Hereupon, notwithflanding he was intent upon 
BefTus, yet judging it more advisable to fupprefs Sati- 
harzancs firth, he took with him the light-arm *d foot, 
and the cavalry, and marching with the utmod dili¬ 
gence all the night, he came unexpeftedly upon him, 
tiatibarzanes being inform'd of his arrival, took along 
with him two thoufaud horfe (for a great number 
could not be got together in the hurry and confufion 
he was in) and fled to Baftra; the red of his party 
fav’d themfelves in the neighbouring mountains. 
There was a rock which towards the wed was very 
ftcep, but to the cad ward was of a more ea(y and 
gentle defeent, being cover’d with wood, and having 
xi fountain from whence the water ran in great abun¬ 
dance ; it was two and thirty furlongs in circumfe¬ 
rence, the top of it was a green plain. Here they 
plac’d the uiclefs multitude, while they employ'd 
themfelves in calling Hocks of trees and great (tones 
upon the enemy. They were about thirteen tlioufand 
men in arms. 


Alexander having Lft Oatcras to continue the 
flego cf the rock, made all the hade he could to 
overtake Satibarzanes; but under (landing he had 
gain’d too much ground of him, he return’d to tne 
iiege of thofe who had pofted themfelves on the 
mountains. At his arrival he commanded, the army 
to clear that part of the way to the rock, 
which was any wife prafticablc f 1 but when this 
was done, iinpafliiblc* rocks and precipices prefenred 
themfelves afrefli, fo that their labour feem’d to he 
5 od, where nature itfelf opposed the undertaking : 
however, as his mind was fram’d to druggie with 
the greated difficulties, finding it was impoflible to 
advance, and dangerous to retire back ; he apply hi 
}fs thought to all manner of contrivances, and he no 
fooner ujefud one, but his mind fuggeded him ano¬ 
ther, 
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ther, as is uflial when we reject the thoughts which 
occur to us firil. As he was ft ill labouring to find 
out an expedient for his purpofe, nature fuppl/'d the 
deficiency of reafon. The wind was we 11 ward, and 

p y 

blew very frefh, and the fuldiers had cut down a great 
deal of wood, thereby to open themfelves a paflage 
through the rocks, and the vehement heat of the 
fun had dry’d the wood. Alexander therefore caus’d 
a great pile to be made that the fire might not want 
fuel to nourifh it; at hift fo many trees were heap’d 
upon one another that they cqaall’d in height the top 
of the mountain ; then he order’d this huge pile to be 
fet on fire on all fidcs : the wind carry’d the flame 
into the enemies faces, and the frnoke, like a black 
cloud, darken'd the very Ikies; the woods rung with 
the crackling ca :$’J by the flames, which were now 
no longer confin'd to the foldiers pile, but comma- 
nicatccf themfelves to the next growing trees. The 
Barbarians, to avoid the created of torments, endea¬ 
vour’d to make their efcape through any part of the 
wood that was not yet on fire ; but where the flame 
yet granted them a paffage the enemy was ready to 
receive diem, fo that there was a horrible kind of 
variety in their manner of perilling : fome call d:cm- 
felves into the middle of the flames, and fome flung 
themfelves headlong on the rocks, while others cx- 
pofed themfelves to the fury of the foldiers; a few 
that were half confum’d v/itli fire, were taken pri- 
foners. 

From hence Alexander return’d to Crate rus, who 
was at prefent befieging Artacacna; lie had prepar’d 
every thing for the king’s arrival, and waited only 
for his coming, to refign to him (as decency requir’d} 
the honour of taking the town. Alexander there¬ 
fore order’d the towers to be advanced to die walls of 
the place, at the fight whereof the Barbarians were 
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fcizV. with ffth a corfcernation, that extending their 
kinds upon the- walls in n lappliant manner, they in¬ 
stated a h;:n to turn Ids auger upon Satibarzanes, 
11 the a.ithor of the revolt, and grant them his. par- 
“ dory who fo:J then {this at his mercy.” Here¬ 
upon tine king rot only pajcou’d them, but rais’d the 
fugo, and record to the inhabitants all that be¬ 
long'd to them.. Upon Lbs leaving uhsplr.ee, he was 
met by a ilefl. ihpoly of recruits: Zoilns hat! brought 
with hkn out of Greece five hundred horfe, and An- 
tip ater had feat three thoufanc! more from illyrieum *. 
f hi! ip had 1 ik tw ife w ith l'.im one hur d: ed and thirty 
Theffalian troopers ; the: e came alfo iiom Lydia two 
thoufanc! fuvhnncimd foot and three hundred horfe of 
the fame nation. Being reinforc’d with thefe troops 
he advanc'd into the country of the D ran gee, who 
are a warlike nation, and were at mis tkr.e under the 
governr.lent of BsiT.acrrts who was coneernki with 
Ik ffis in the tw-afoh again(i Darius. This traitor, to 
rwoid the ptudflnr.cnt due to Ids crime, was lied to 


India. 



CHAP. VIL 

H E R E the'king had encamp’d during nine days, 
and alcho* lie was a prince of undaunted refo- 
lution, and had fhewn himfelf invincible, yet he had 
like to have been taken off by domcftic treafon. 

Dymnus was a man who had none of the greatclt 
ioterc ft ac court, and entertain’d at (his time an mt* 

warrantable 
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warrantable paiTion for a difcaided Catamita called 
Nichomacus, being entirely fubdu’d thereby, think¬ 
ing he engrofs'd him to himfdf; coming therefore to 
the youth at a certain time like one aflonilh’d (as 
might be perceiv'd by his countenance) he took him 
privately into a temple, and told him, <c He had ft- 
“ cress of the grcatefl importance to impart to him 
and as the Catamite was very attentive to what he 
laid, D\ inn us conjur'd him iC by their mutual love, 
“ and the.pledges they had given each other thereof, 
“ to give him the fruition of a folemn oath, that he 
“ woidd never reveal what he fliould impart to him.” 
Nicomaches thinking he could communicate nothing 
to him which he mould be obliged to difclofc, 
he could i.ot do it without being guilty of perjury, 
“ fv/orc bv the rods there vrelent, that he would 

o r y 

“ not.” Upon tills afTuraViCC. Dymnus told him, 
“ There wru a confpiracy againli: the king which 
“ would be put in execution in three days, and that 
Li he hinfelf was concern’d therein, with icveral 
“ other brave men of the fill rank.” The young 
man had no fooner heard this than he let him under- 


Hand, “ He had not given his faith to conceal fo 
“ black a treafon, and that no religion could bind 
“ him to fecrecy in a crime of that nature.” Here¬ 
upon Dymnus was in a manner diftra&ed between 
love and fear, and taking the Catamite by the hand, 
with tears in his eyes, hr ft in treated him “ to be con- 
“ cerncd in the enterprise, or if he could not do that, 
u at halt that he would not betray him, of whole af- 
“ fedtion, among other inftances, he had this flrong 
“ proof that he cnmilled him with his life, even 
u before he had experienc'd his fidelity,” 

The youth per filling in an obftinate abhorrence of 
the defign, Dymnus threaten'd to kill him, telling 
him, u The confpiraiors would begin their glorious 
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li undertaking with Ins death fometimes he call’d 
him “ <.ffc-ir.iru<e coward, and fometimes betrayer 
tfc of hi.s low r.” Then he tvy’d to move him by 
iaige pre-miles, even that cf a kingdom ; bat finding 
hi it. noway to he prevail’d upon, he drew his fword, 
w.d jv.tt it tornttKiies to his tin oat, ar d fometimes to 
Ids o.vn, fo that at 1 evil ? what with threats, and what 
with inmaty. he bio^tht K’m “ io promife not only 
11 to keep tiie fee ret, but alio to be concern'd in the 
“ execution thereof nolwithllanding which, his 

mind adhered firmly to his firft refoijtion, {hewing him- 
feif thereby worthy to have been virtuous and chaite. 
However, he feign’d Limfelf “ fo en {lav'd by his 
love tor Dynmus, that he could refute him no¬ 
thing and then defin’d to know, “ who were 
his partners in this undertaking," for he faid, “ it 
was of the gr rate ft importance with whom he em* 
“ bark’d in adefign fo great. 

Dynmus, who was infatuated with his patfion ami 
crime, return’d him thanks, and at the fame time con- 
gmtuJateil iiiin, “ That being himfelf a brave youth, 
“ i*.e did not fcruple to aft'oeiate himfelf with Deme- 
“ tries, one of the king’s guards, Peucolaus, and 
Nicanor ; he added to thefe Aphabctus, Loceus, 
Dioxenus, Arehcpolis, and Amynias." Nico- 
maus, after this (being difmifs’d by him) imxne- 
diatdy repair’d to his brother Ccbalinus, and im¬ 
parted to him what he had heard. It was agreed 
between them, “ that the informer fhould remain in 
“ the tent, for fear if he fhould be fecn in the king’s 
“ apartment, not being us’d to have admittance 
there, the confpivators fhould conclude they were 
betray’d.” Ccbalinus himfelf waited without the 
porch (not being allowed a 1 nearer accefs) expelling 
the coming in or out of fome of thofc who were fa¬ 
miliar with the king, to introduce him to his JVla- 
• _ * icily. 


44 


€4 


44 


U 



B. VI. Quintus Curtius. 349 


jetty.” It happen’d that Philotas, Parmenio’s fon, 
upon fome unknown account, remain’d latt with the 
king ; Cebalinus therefore, (at his coming out) with 
all the outward marks of grief and difturbance, com¬ 
municated to him what his brother had told him, and 
begg’d of him “ to acquaint the king therewith as 
foon as pofiible.” Philotas commending his fide¬ 
lity, immediately went back to the king, and having 
difeours’d with him on feveral other things, did not 
fo much as mention what Cebalinus had inform'd 
him of. At night as Philotas was coming out of the 
palace, the young man, who waited for him in the 
porch, afk’d him, “ Whether he had acquitted him- 
“ felf of his promife, in reference to what he had 
“ intruded him with.” Philotas excus’d himfelf to 


him, and told him that the king was fo taken up 
with other affairs that he had not an opportunity to do¬ 
it. Cebalinus therefore attended again the next day, 
and as Philotas was going to the king, “ he put 
“ him in mind of what he had told him the day be- 
“ fore,” and Philotas promis’d him afrefh “ to lake 
“ care of ithowever, he did not then neither ac¬ 
quaint the king therewith. Cebalinus hereupon be¬ 
gan to diilrufl him, and thinking it to no purpofc to 
trouble him any farther, he addrefs’d himfelf to 
Metron, a noble youth, mailer of the king’s ar¬ 
mory,- and imparted to him what he had told Philota*. 
Metron immediately hid Cebalinus in the armory, 
and repair'd to the king (who was then bathing him¬ 
felf) and 4i infoim’d him of what he had heard/ 1 


The king prefenvly lent guards to leizc Dymivjj, and 
then came into the armory, whom as foen as Ceba¬ 


linus faw, tranfported with joy ho cry’J out, “ 01.! 
“ how do 1 rejoice to find your Mnjcfty referred out 
of the hands of impious murderers.” Alexander- 
raving particularly enquir’d into the whole matter, 
aLVd Cebalinus, 44 How long it was fince Nicoma- 
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* £ chus had giv r en him this information ?” To which 
he anfwer’d, “ That it was now the third day.” 
Alexander concluding, that he could not conceal it fo 
long without being guilty himfelf, commanded him 
to be put in irons; but Cebalinus declaring loudly, 
u That the moment he heard of it, he run away to 
4< Philotas and acquainted him with it, of which his 
ct Majefty might be fathfy’d if he afk’d Philotas him- 
44 felfThe king farther inquir’d, “ Whether he 
had profs'd Philotas to impart it to him ?” Which 
Cebalinus affirming to have done, Alexander lifting 
his hands to heaven, with tears in his eyes complain’d 
highly “ of the ingratitude of the perfon whom he 
“ had honour’d with the firll place in his friendfhip.” 

.In the mean time Dymnus, who was not / igno¬ 
rant on what account he was fent for by the king, 
wounded himfelf grievoufly with his fword, but be¬ 
ing hinder’d by tine guards from killing himfelf out¬ 
right, they brought him to the palace, where the 
king fixing his eyes upon him, laid to him, “ What 
great mi (chief have 1 done to thee, Dymnus, that 
u Philotas fhould feem to thee worthier of the king- 
“ dpm of Macedon-than myfclf ?” Dymnus's fpeech 
itVow fail’d him, fo that giving a great groan, and 
turning his face from the king, he fell down dead. 

The king afterwards fent for Philotas, who being 
come, l:e laid to him, f ‘ That Cebalinus, who would 
” have deferv’d the worfl: of punifhments if he fhould 
u have - conceal'd two days together the knowledge 
“ of a confpiracy againit my life, cafts the blame 
4e upon Philotas, to whom, he fays, lie immediately 
u gave an account thereof: the eafy accefs you have 
u to my perfon aggravates your guilt in not men- 
(t tioning of it j and I muff own, it would have bet- 
44 ter become Cebalinus than you to have been io 
u negligent in a matter of that confequence. You 
** have a favourable judge, if you can at lead deny 
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u what you ought not to have committed.” To this 
Philotas, without the lead fign of fear, as far as 
could be perceiv’d by his countenance, reply’d, 
“ That it was true Cebalinus had acquainted him 
“ with the regardlefs information of a forry Catamite, 
<c which the inconfiderablenefs of the author maefe 
“ him think that he fhould only expofe himfdf to 
“ the laughter of others by informing his Majefty of 
“ a quarrel betwixt a fuperannuated Catamite and 
fi< his lover. However, lmce Dymnus had kill’d 
c< himfelf, how groundlefs foever the account might 
C( be, he own’d it ought not to have been conceal’d ; 

then embracing the king, he begg’d of him to 
“ have a greater regard to his pad life, than to a 
“ fault which confided only in ftlence, and not in 
u any matter of faft.” I cannot determine whether 
the king really credited what he faid, or only fup- 
prefs’d his anger the deeper - } but it is certain he gave 
him his right hand, as a pledge of his. being recon¬ 
cil’d to him, and told him, “ He look’d upon him 
u rather to have defpis’d the information that con- 
“ ctal'd it.” 




JL 


CHAP. VIII. 

H IS did not however hinder die king from 

_ calling a council of his friends, to which PJii^ 

lotas was not fummorf d/and NicomaLhus was brought 
before them. Here he related all that he had told 
the king. Craterus was of the number of thofc the 
king had the greateft ellecm for, and on that account, 
fomewhat jealous of Philotas’s intcreft. Moreover, 
he was not infcnfible, that Philotas had often tir’d the 
king’s cars with extravagant exaggerations of his bra- 
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very and fervice, who tho' he did not on that {core 
fufpect him to be evilly difpos’d, yet he thought him 
a little too arrogant. Craterus therefore thinking he 
could not have a more favourable opportunity to 
crufli his rival, covering his hatred with the fpecious 
appearance of zeal and loyalty, faid, c< I wifh, Sir, 
you had deliberated with us at firll, concerning this 
affair ; we had then endeavour'd to perfuade you 
(if you were rcfolv’d to pardon Philotas) to have let 
him remain'd in ignorance, how much he was in¬ 
debted to you, rather than (having brought him in 
fear of his life) force him to make deeper reflexi¬ 
ons on Ills own danger, than on your goodnefs. 
For he may always have it in his power to confpire 
agaiuft you, though you may not always be able 
to pardon him. Do not imagine, that he who 
clar’d to undertake fo foul a crime, can be alter'd 
in his difpofiticn by a pardon : he knows very well, 
that they who by unpardonable faults have exhauft- 
ed your mercy, have no room left to hope for it 
any more. A nd admitting he may be alter'd by 
#< repentance, or overcome by your clemency ; yet 
.1 am fr.re his father Parmenio, who has the com¬ 
mand of fo-great an army, and is in. fo confirm’d 
a credit with the foldicrs ; iu fine, who in point of 
authority with them, is little inferior to your felf, 
will not be very well pleas’d to hand indebted to 
you for the life of his foil. There are fome kind- 
neffes which wc hate ; a man is always alham’d to 
confefs he has dtfervM death. He would there- 

9 

fore rather have the world think you have done him. 
an injury, than given him his life. From whence 
I infer, that you will be forc’d to contend with 
them for your ffifely. There are flill enemies 
enow that we are going to encounter with ; fecurc 
therefore your perfon again ft domeftick treafons: 
t-hefc once remov’d, I fear no foreign evil.’ 1 This 
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was Craterus’s fentiment. The reft alfo were of 
opinion, “ he would never have Rifled a difcovery of 
44 that moment, unlefs he were either principal in the 
44 confpiracy or an accomplice : For, laid they, who 
44 that had the leafl fpark of loyalty and good affec- 
“ tion (though he were not of the band of your 
44 friends, as Philotas was,, but of the dregs of the 
44 people) having heard what he had been told, would 
44 not have prefently run to the king and acquainted 
“ him therewith ? but he who was Parmenio’s fon, 
general of the horfe, and privy to the king’s moft 
“ lecret affairs, could not fo much as imitate Cebali- 
44 nus’s example, who the moment he was inform’d by 
44 his brother of the danger, came and declar’d the 
44 fame to him ; nay, he was fo far from detetting 
44 the mifchief himielf, that he pretended the king 
44 was not at leifure to hear his information, for fear 
44 the informer fhould addrefs himfelf to fomebody 
44 elfe, and fo the villany might come to light. Ni- 
44 comachus, notwithftanding his oath to the gods, 
44 made all the hafte lie could to difeharge his con- 
44 fcience ; but Philotas having pafs’d the beft part of 
“ the day in merriment with the king,, could not find 
44 in his heart to add, to his other long and perhaps 
44 iuperfluous difeoarfes, a few words of the greateft 
41 moment and importance to the king’s fafety. But 
44 admit, fay they, that he did not give credit to the 
44 report, on the account of the youth of the in- 
44 formers, what then made him keep them in fuf- 
44 pence for two days, as if he had believ’d it ? cer- 
44 tainly he ought to have difmifs’d Cebalinus, if he 
44 flighted his information. Every man in his own 
44 private peril, may rely upon his bravery and cou- 
44 rage, but where the king’s fafety is in danger, we 
44 ought there to be credulous, and not defpile even 
44 falfe difeoveries.” 'They all therefore agreed,..he 
ought to be compelPd by torture to declare his con- 

federates. 
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federates. The king having commanded them not to 
divulge the matter, difmifs’d them. And that he 
might not give the leaft fufpicion of his new meafurcs, 
he gave publick notice, that the army fhould decamp 
the next day. He alfo invited Philotas to his lafl fup- 
per, and vouchfaf d not only to eat, but alfo to con- 
verfe familiarly with him he had already condemned. 

At the fecond watch, Hephaeftion,-Craterus, Ccc- 
nus andErigyius, of the band of his friends, and Per- 
diccas and Leonatus his efquires, attended by a few 
others, enter'd the palace without lights, and prefent- 
ly gave orders to the guards, to be arm’d all the time 
they were upon duty. Soldiers were now plant¬ 
ed at all the avenues, and fome horfe were order’d to 
guard the roads, that no body might efcape to Par- 
menio, who was then governour of Media, and had 
the command of a great army. Attarras at this time 
enter’d the palace with three hundred arm'd men, unto 
whom were appointed ten of thofe that had the guard 
of the king's perfon, whd were every one follow’d 
by ten of thofe call’d men at arms. Thefe were fent 
to feize the other confpirators, and Attarras going 
with three hundred men to take Philotas, made choice 
of fifty of the moft refolute amongft them, and broke 
open his door, having plac’d the reft round the houfc, 
to prevent his making his efcape. But Philotas was 
in a profound fleep, either from the confcioufnefs of 
lus innocency, or from fomc fatigue, fo that Attarras 
feiz’d him in that condition. Being now awak’d, as 
they were putting him in chains, he cry’d out, “ The 
u bitternefs of my enemies malice, O king, has ovci - 
“ come thy goodnefs.” Having utter’d thefe words, 
they cover’d his head, and brought him to the palace. 
The next day the king commanded the Macedonians 
to appear at the palace with thCir arms: they amount¬ 
ed to about fix thoufand men, bcfidcs a crowd of rab¬ 
ble and camp followers, The men at arms conceal'd 
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Philotas amongft their body, that he might not be 
feen publickly, till the king had fpoke to the folcliers; 
it being an ancient cuftom with the Macedonians, for 
the army to judge of capital crimes in time of war, 
and the people in. time of peace, fo that the Icing’s 
power fignified nothing unlefs his authority had in¬ 
fluenced them to acquiefce in his opinion ; there¬ 
fore Dymnus his body was firfl: brought before them, 
die major part being ignorant what was his crime, or 
how he came to be kilfd. 
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CHAP. IX. 


HIS being done, the king came out to the ar¬ 
my, carrying in his countenance ali the tokens 
of an afflitted mind ; the general fadnefs of all his 
friends at the fame time 5 gave them no fmall expec¬ 
tation of the event. The king remain’d fome time 
with his eyes fix’d on the ground, as if he was aftonifh- 
ed and difrnay’d : at iafl recovering his fpirits, he ex- 
prefs’d himfclf thus: “ I had like, folcliers, to 

have been fnatclf d from you by the wicked 0011- 
trivance of a few perfons. It is by the providence 
and mercy of the god?;* that I am now alive. Your 
venerable afpett inflames my anger Hill the more,, 
again!! the execrable parricides; for the greattft, 
nay, the only advantage I propofe to my felf from 
life, is, that I am able to requite the fervices of fo 
many gallant men, who have deferv’d fo well of 
me.” Here he was interrupted by the foldicrs 
lamentations, and every body’s eyes were now fill’d 
with tears. Then continuing his fpccch, he faid, 
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“ If what I have already told you, raifes fuch emo- 
44 tions in you, how much greater iliall I excite, 
44 when I (hew you the authors of this horrible de- 
“ lign ? I tremble at the mentioning of them, and as 
44 if it were Hill poflible to fave them, I am unwill- 
44 ing to declare their names. However, I mult over- 
44 come my former friendship for them, and let you 
44 know who thefe impious wretches are: for which 
4t way can I conceal fo abominable ? ciimc ? Know 
44 then, foldiers, that Parmenio in his advanc’d age, 
44 loaded with my father’s and my favours, and the 
iC molt ancient of all our friends, is the chief leader 
* 4 in this detdlable enterprize, and Philo tas has been 
4 4 his inflrument to corrupt Peucolaas, Pemctrius, 
“ and Dymnus (whofe body lies there before you) 
44 and fcveral others equally mad, to be partners with 
“ him in taking away my life.” At thefe words the 
whole camp was in an uproar,, complaining with the 
utmoft indignation again ft the detellable plot, after the 
manner of a multitude, efpecially of a military one 
when they are either mov’d by affettion or anger. 
Then Nicomachus, Metron, and Cebalinus were pro?- 
duc’d, and each declar’d to the army their, refpectibe 
informations. But not one of them in his evidence, 
charg’d Philotas to have any hand in the confpiracy ; 
fo that the anger of the afTembly being appeas’d, they 
remain’d filent after, the informers declaration. But 
the king immediately afk’d them, 44 What his defign 
44 could be, who could fupprefs an information of 
“ this nature > that it -was not ill-grounded, appeal ’d 
fufficiently from Dymnus’s killing himfelf: and 
46 Cebalinus, as uncertain as he was of the truth of 
44 the matter, did not refufe being tortur’d, to verify 
44 he had receiv’d fuch an account from his brother ; 
u and Metron did not delay one moment to di(charge 
44 himfelf of the trull repos’d in him, infomuch that 
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t4 he broke into the place where I was bathing. Phi- 
lotas was the only peribn amongd them all that 
<4 fear’d nothing, nor believ’d any thing. What a 
/ hero is this ! had he been, touch’d with the danger 
4 of his fovereign, would he have heard it unmov’d, 
<l without the lead token of concern ? would he not 
u have lent an attentive ear to an accufation of that 
44 importance ? the matter is this, his crime lay lurk- 
44 ing under his filence, and the greedy hopes of a 
44 kingdom, drove him headlong on the word of vil- 
* 4 lanies. His father commands in Media, and he 
44 himfelf is in that powerful ftation with me, that re- 
u lying on his intered with my officers, he afpir’d to 
44 greater things than he was capable of. 1 i'uppofe 
44 my having no iflue, made him defpife me. Eut 
44 Philotas is midaken, for you your felvcs are my 
44 children, parents, and relations: while you are 
44 fafe, I cannot be deditute of either,” After this, 
he read to them an intercepted letter of Parmenio’s 
to his fons Nicanor and Philotas, which certainly did 

0 4 

not contain in exprefs terms any criminal matter : for 
the fubdance of it was this : 44 Fird take care of 

44 your felvcs, and then of ihofe under you : by thefe 

45 means we (hall compafs our defign.” Here the king 
took notice, 44 That he writ after this obfeure 
44 manner, that if it came fafe to his Ions, it might 
44 be tmderftood by the accomplices, and in cafe it 
44 was intercepted, it might efcapc the ignorant. 
44 But it may be obje£led, that Dymnus in his dii- 
44 covery of the conlpirators, made no mention of 
44 Philotas : yet this it feIf, is not fo much an argu- 
44 rnent of his innoccncy, as of his power; for it 
44 (hews he was fo much fear’d even by thole who 
44 might difeover him, that at the fame time they 
44 confefs themfelves guilty, they do not fo much as 
44 dare to name him. However, Phi lotus’s life fuf- 
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ficiently deters him. For when Amyntas my 
kinfman conspir'd again# me in Macedonia, he 
was not only privy to i:, bat alto a confederate. 
Moreover, he marry’d his filter to Attains, than 
“ whom 1 have not had a greater enemy and when 
i( I writ to him, out of familiarity and friendfhip, to 
acquaint him with the report of the oracle of Ju¬ 
piter Hammon, he made no fcruple to .return me 
this anfwer, that he rejoic’d! was receiv’d into ti:c 
number of the gods, yet he could not but pity 
thofe who were to live under a prince that excecd- 
“ ed the condition of man. Thefe arc plain indica¬ 
tions, that his mind has been long fir.ee alienated 
from me, and that he envies my glory. Notwith* 
Handing all thefe "provocations, foidiers. I fmo- 
thered my refentments in my heart as long as I 
u could. For I thought it was rending fome part of 
my bowels front me, to difregard thofe I had heap-' 
ed lo many favours upon. But the cafcis alter’d, 
it is no longer words we have to refent: the teme¬ 
rity of the tongue has proceeded to the execution 
of the fword, which, if you dare believe me. Phi- 
lotas has been fharpening again# me. If he has been 
guilty of thefe things, whither fhall I fly, foidiers ? 
whom fhall I intruft with my life ? I made him 
general of my cavalry, which is the chiefell part 
of my army, and plac’d him at die head of the 
noblcft youth. I committed to his cuflody my fafe- 
ty, hopes and victories. Bcfides all which, I have ad¬ 
vanc’d bis father to the fame pitch of grandeur a! ■ 
“ molt to which you have rais’d myfclf: I have 

p 4 

made him governor of Media, than which there is 
not a richer country, and have intruded him with 
the command- of fo many thou hands of our citi- 
ic zens and aflociatcs. From whence I cxpe&ed, upon 
i( occafion, my chiefell fupport, foidiers, 1 have 
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“ found the great eft danger. How much happier had 
“ I been, had I fallen in battle a prey to my enemies, 
“ rather than the victim of a citizen ! But I have 
“ efcap’d thofc dangers which I only fear'd, and have 
fallen into thofc I did not in the lead fufpcfh You 
have frequently exhorted me, foIdlers, to take 
care of my fafety: it lies in your power now to 
fecure it ; whatever you advife me to I'll do. It 
is your hands and your arms I have recourfe to for 
my proteftion ; I would not be f.ifc again ft your 
wills, and if you define I fhould, I cannot be 
fo unlefs you avenge me.” 

Hereupon lie order’d Philotas to be brought forth ; 
he had his hands ty’d behind him, and his head co¬ 
ver’d with an old veil. It was eafiiy perceivable they 
were mov’d at fo lamentable a dilgnife, tho’ hereto¬ 
fore they us’d to behold him with envy. They had 
feen him the day before, general of the Lorfe, they 
knew he had fupp’d with the l ing, and now on the 
hidden, they law him not only accus’d, but con¬ 
demn’d and bound. They alfo reflected on the hard 
fortune of Parmcnio, who was not only a great 
captain, but an illuftrious citizen, and had not only 
the misfortune to lolc two of his Tons lately, viz. 
He&or and Nicanor, but now flood accus’d in his ab- 
fence, with the only fon he had left. 

A my litas therefore perceiving the multitude in¬ 
clin’d to pity, endeavour’d to exafperate them again, 
telling them, “ They were all betray’d to the Barba¬ 
rians; that none of them would return to their 
wives, their country, cr their friends: that they 
fhould be like the body without a head, without 
life or name, a mere fport in a fIran go country, to 
“ their enemies.” This fpcech was not fo accepta¬ 
ble to the king, as Amyntas expeded ; becaufe, by 
putting them in mind of their wives and country, ir 
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cool’d their courage to future expeditions. Then 
Camus, notwithftanding he had marry’d Philotas’s 
filler, inveigh’d again# him more than any body, and 
declar’d him to be “ the parricide of his king, 
“ country, ar.d of the whole army and taking up 
a done that lay at his feet, was going to fling it at 
his head, defiring thereby, as fonie thought, to fee u re 
him from future torments ,• but the king laying hold 
of his hand, hinder’d him, telling him, u he ought 
ic to have the liberty to plead, without which he 
“ would not luffer him to be judg’d.” Philo las be¬ 
ing accordingly order'd to fpeak for himfelf, was fo 
flupify’d, either from the guilt of his confcience, or 
the greatnefs of the danger lie was in, that he could 
neither lift up his eyes, nor fo much as utter the lcaft 
Syllable, but burft out into tears, and fainting away, 
fell into the arms of him that held him. After¬ 
wards having recover’d his fpirits and fpeech, he 
wip’d away his tears with his veil, and feem’d to 
prepare himfelf to fpeak. Then the king turning to 
him, faid, “ The Macedonians are to be your judges : 
“ I defire to know, whether you defign to fpeak to 
“ them in your country language or not.” To which 
Philotas reply’d, “ There are a great many others 
“ here befides the Macedonians, who I believe will 
“ underftand me better, if I ufc the fame tongue you 
“ yoarfelf fpokc in, for no other rcafon, as I flip* 
€i pofc, than that you might be underllood by the 
“ greater number.” The king then bid them take 
notice, “ how he even hated his country’s tongue, 
c< which no body difdain’d but himfelf. But let 
u him ufe what language he plcafes, fo you do but 
“ remember that he equally abhors our manners and 
lt our fpeech,” Wliich faid, he withdrew. 
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CHAP. X. 

T HEN Philotas began : “ It is an eafy matter 

“ for the innocent to find words, but it is very 
“ hard for a man in diftrefs to be moderate therein. 
“ So that between the innocence of my confcience, 
<£ and the feverity of my fortune, I am at a ftand 
u how to fait my difcourfe both to my mind and 
“ circumftances, He that is my propcreft and bell 
c judge, has withdrawn himfelf; why he would not 
£ hear what I had to fay, I cannot imagine, fince 
c after he had heard both parties, he had it Hill in 
‘ his power as wed to condemn as abfolve me ; 

■ whereas if he does not hear what I fay in my de- 
‘ fence, I cannot hope to be difcharg’d by him in 
‘ his abfence, who condemn’d me while prefenL 
£ But notwithstanding the defence of a man in chains 
c is not only fuperiluous, but alfo odious, lince it 
‘ does not fo much inform, as fcem to reprove his 
‘ judge : yet in what manner foever I am oblig’d 
f to ipeak, I (hall not defert my own caufe, neither 
' fhall I give any body occafion to fay, that I con- 
' demn’d my felf. What my charge is I cannot tell, 
< not one of the confpirators fo much as names me : 
c Nicomachus has given no information again!! me, 
c and C'cbalinus could not know more than he had 
‘ been .told. All which notwithftanding, the king 
4 believes me to be the contriver and chief manager 
‘ of the confpiracy. Is it likely Dymnus would 
k not mention him, whofe directions he fol- 
’ low’d ? more cfpccially when being a!k’d, who 

“ the 
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the confederates were, I ought (tho’ falfcly) to 
“ have been nam’d, for the greater encouragement 
“ of him who was afraid. For having difeover’d the 
plot, it cannot be thought he omitted my name, 
<c that he might fpare an accomplice : for when 
“ he confefs'd the matter to Nicomachus, who he 
“ thought would not divulge fecrets relating to him- 
cc felf, he nam'd all the reft, without making the 
cc lead mention of me. Pray, brother foldiers, if 
6< Cebalinus had not addrefs’d himfelf to me, and 
£C had no mind I {hould know any thing of the mat- 
cc ter, {hould I to-day be making my defence, with- 
<c out having been lb much as nam’d by any of the 
informers ? fuppofing Dymnus was Itiil alive and 
“ had a mind to fave me; what would the reft do ? 
“ it is a very likely matter that thofe who will con- 
<c fefs there own guilt will conceal mine. Calamity is 
cc fpightful, and moft commonly he that fuffers for 
his own guilt, is well enough pleas'd that others 
“ {hould fhare the fame fate. Shall fo many guilty 
“ perfons, even when put upon the rack, refufe to 
“ tell the truth? It is obferv'd, that no body fpares 
44 him that is to die, and for my part, I believe he 
44 that is to die, fpares no body. I muft therefore 
44 come to my true charge, and the only thing 1 
44 can be charg'd with. Why did you then con- 
44 ceal the trealon ? why did you hear it without any 
44 concern ? of what force foever this may be, you 
44 pardon't it, Alexander, upon my confeftion, where- 
44 ever you are ; and having given me your right 
44 hand, as a pledge of your reconciliation, I was one 
44 of them that 1 upp’d with you laft night. If you 
44 believ’d what I laid, I am clear’d; if you pardon’d 
4,1 me, I am difeharg’d. Stand at 1 call to your own 
14 judgmcnt.What crime have I committed fince kill 
44 night, that 1 left your table ? what new crime 

“ have 
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“ have you been inform’d of, to make you alter your 
“ mind? I was in'a profound flcep, not dreaming 
“ of my misfortunes, when my enemies, by their 
f: binding of me, wak’d me. How came it to pafs,* 
“ pray, that a parricide and a traitor flept fo quietly ? 
“ for a guilty .confluence will not fuffer its wicked 
“ owners to be at reft. The furies diftraft their 
“ minds, not only while they are contriving the par- 
“ ricide, but even after they have put it in execution. 
“ My fecurity was grounded, hrft upon my innocen- 
“ cy, and next on your right hand. I was not afraid 
“ other peoples cruelty fliould have more power with 
“.you, than your own clemency. However, that 
“ you may have no reafon to repent you believ’d me, 
“ do but reflect that the information was brought to 
“ me by a youth, who could bring no witnefs, nor 
“ fecurity of the truth of what he laid, and yet would 
“ have fil’d the palace with apprehenfions had lie 
“ been heard. Unhappy man that lam! I thought 
“ my cars had been impos’d upon by a trifling quarrel 
“ between the lover and his Catamite ; and I diftruft.- 
“ cd the truth of the information, bccaufe he did not 
“ give it in himfclf, but fent it by his brother. Be- 
“ Tides, I could not tell but he might difown having 
“ fent Cebalinus on any fuch account, and then i. 
“ fliould have been.fufpefted to have contriv’d it 
“ on purpofe to {bring fevcral of the king’s friends 
u into trouble. Thus altho’ I have offended no 
“ body, I have found enemies that wifli my ruin, 
u rather'than my iafely. How much ill-will fliould 
“ .1 have procur’d my felf, had I provok’d fo many 
“ innocent perfons ? Oh ! but Dymnus kill’d him- 
u felf; it is true ; liowever, I could not divine that 
46 he would do fo. From hence ’tis plain, that the 
“ only thing that gives credit to the information, 
u was what 1 could not any ways be mov’d with t hem, 

i “ wbrw 
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“ when Cebalinus communicated the plot to me. 
“ Again, had I been concern’d with Dymnus in the 
44 abominable treafon, I ought not to have diflembled 
te the matter for two days, when I knew we werc- 
“ betray’d. It had been the eaiieft thing da the 
c< \yorld to have difpatch’d Cebalinus out of the way. 
cc Eefides, after the difco very of the plot, which was 
44 to coll me my life, I enter’d into the king’s chain- 
44 ber alone, and with my fword by my fide, what 
44 then could be my motive, not to put it in execu- 
44 tion ? Did not I dare to go about it without Dym- 
44 nus ? At this rate, he mud be the chief confpirator, 
44 and Philotas, who afpir’d to the kingdom of Ma- 
44 cedonia, was only a lurking acceflary to him. 
44 Now pray tell me your fclves, which of you have 
44 I endeavour’d to bribe over to my intereil ? what 
44 leader or commander have I courted in any diftin- 
44 guilhing manner ? it has been objected to me, 
44 that I defpife my native language, and the manners 
44 of the Macedonians. This contempt would be an 
44 extraordinary method indeed of obtaining the 
44 crown, that I am faid to have afpired to: yon 
44 are all fenfible, that our own language is almoit 
44 out of ufe, by the long converfation wc have 
44 had with foreigners, and the conquerors, as well 
44 as the vanquilh’d, have been oblig'd to learn a new 
44 tongue. Thefe charges do not attest me any more, 
44 than the treafonable practices of Amintas, the fon 
44 of Perdiccas, againft the king, with whom I do 
44 not difown to have had a friendfhip; but 1 cannot 
44 think iny felf guilty on that account, unlcfs it be 
44 a crime for us to love the king's brother-: but 
44 if, on the contrary, we were oblig’d to refpett a 
44 man in that high ftalion, pray tell me, am 1 acri- 
i( minal only becaufc I had not the gift of divination ? 
44 muft the innocent friends of die guilty be in • 

44 volv'd 
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“ volv’d in their ruin ? If that be reafonable, why 
<c have I liv’d fo long ?. If it be unrealizable, why 
“ mull: I now at laft fuffer for it ? Oh! but I writ in 
<c my letter, that I pity’d thofe who were to live 
sc under him, who believ’d himfelf Jupiter’s fon. 
“ Oh, the fidelity of friendfhip ! Oh, the dangerous 
“ freedom of fincere council! It was you that de- 
ceived me, it was you that pufhed me on, not to 
“ difguife my real fentiments. I do not deny that I 
u writ thus to the king, but I did not write fo to any 
“ body elfe of the king ; I therefore did not feek to 
“ create him ill-will, but, on the contrary, I had a 
u tender care for him. I thought it was more worthy 
tc Alexander to be fatisfy’d within himfelf of his di- 
“ vine extraction, than to boaft of itpublickly : And 
“ becaufe the oracle is infallible, I’ll willing rely on 
“ the teftmiony of the God. Let me be a prifoner 
“ till Hammon is confulted about the fecret and my- 
“ fterious crime. Mean while, he that has acknow- 
“ ledg’d our king for his fon, will not fuffer any that 
“ have confpir’d againft his own offspring to remain 
“ undetected; but if you look upon torments to be 
“ more certain in this cafe than the oracle, I do not 
“ even refufe that tefbmony of my innocency. It is 
“ ufual for thofe who are accus’d of capital, crimes, 
“ to exhibit their parents or next relations to move 
" your pity, but I have loft my two brothers 
“ lately, and I cannot at this diftance produce my 
“ father, neither I dare name him, fince he is equally 
“ accus’d with me ; for it feems it is not enough for 
“ hint to be depriv’d of fo many childen as he had, 
u and to have but one left to comfort him in his old 
“ a^e, unlefs^ that^ be alfo taken from him, and he 
“ himfelf perifh with him in the fame pile. Mull you 
“ ^en, my dear father, die for me, and with me ? 

“ I am the unhappy wretch that take away your life, 
u and put a period to your old age I Who did you 

H beeet nnliamw me in the difpleafure of the Gods ? 

^ / 
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4S Was it to procure to yourfclf thefe difafters which 
“ await you ? I cannot determine whether my youth 
“ be more miferable, or your grey hairs : I am 
“ fnatdi’d away in the bloom of my years, and the 
tf£ executioner mull put an end to your days, whom 
“ the courfe of nature would have taken out of the 
<£ way, had fortune had but a little patience. The 
“ mention I make of my father, puts me in mind 
“ how cautious 'I ought to have been in commum- 
<c eating Cebalinus’s information ; for Parmenio be- 
“ ing advis’d, that Philip was brib’d to poifon the 
“ king, writ a letter on purpofe to dilfuade him from 
“ taking the medicine he prepar’d for him ; was there 
“ any credit given to my father in this cafe ? Had 
“ his letters any authority with the king ? Nay, how 
<c many times have I myfelf been ridicul’d for my 
“ credulity, when I have imparted what I heard ? 
cc Now, if we mu ft be laughed to fcorn when we in- 
*< form, and fufpccted when wc conceal, bccaufe we 
“ don’t give credit to the difcovery, what mull we 
“ do ?” Here one of the flanders-by cry’d out by the 
way of anfwer, “ Not plot againft thofe who have 
“ deferv'd well of us.” To which Philorns reply’d, 
Thou fay eft well, whoever thou art. if i: there- 
fore appears that I have confpir’d, I don’t refufe to 
fuffer, and fo fhall conclude my defence, fincc I 
“ find iny kill words difiigreeable to you.” This laid, 
they who had him in cullody took him away. 



CHAP. XI. 

T HERE was amongft the captains one named 

Bclon, a very brave but unpolifh’d man ; he had 
been a long time in arms, and from a private centincl, 

hai rais’d uimielf to the poll he was then in. This 

brutifidy 
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brutiflily audacious officer perceiving the affcmbly 
flood mute, reprefen ted to it, 4 ‘ 'r hat they had/requent- 
“ ly been thrufl out of their quarters to make room 
“ for the very feum of Piiilotas’s /laves ; that tiie 
flreets were full of his waggons laden with gold and 
“ filver, and that he would not fo much as fufferany 
u of his fellow-foldiers to be lodg'd near his quarters, 
** but polled his flcep-gnard^ to keep them at a great 
“ difiance for fear that tender lady /hould be difturb- 
“ ed in her repofe by the found, or rather filence 
of men whifpering to one another. That they had 
“ been always the fubjeft of his ridicule, and 
“ were fomcrimes called by him Phrygians, fome- 
“ times Paphlagonians; and that he was fo ha ugh- 
“ ty, as to hear his own country-men by an mterpre- 
“ ter. What can be his reafon to have Hammon con- 
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fulted, he that did not fcruple to tax the oracle 
with lying, when it acknowledg’d Alexander for Ju¬ 
piter's fon ; he had great reafon to be fire to fear die 
king fhould contract the difpleafure of the gods by 
what they thcmfelves beftow’d upon him. He did 
not confult the oracle, when lx confpir’d again ft 
the life of his fovereign and friend, Lut he wo..*Id 
now have it confultcd, that in the mean time his 


father, who commands in Media, might be foli- 
cited, and with die money he has in his cuftody 
procure other defperadocs to affociate themfelves 
with him in his villany. That it was their bufinefs 
to fend to the oracle, not to be inform’d of what 


“ the king had told them himfelf, but to give thanks 
“ to the gods, and offer up their vows for their 
“ fovereign’s preservation.” 

This incens'd the whole affembly, and the guards 
cry’d out, that it belong’d to them to take fatisfadlion 
of the paricide, and that they ought to tear him in 
pieces, Philotas, who was afraid of greater torments, 
U'as well enough pleas’d with this faying. The king 

Q_2 returning 
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returning now to the affembly, adjourn’d the council 
to the next day, either that Philotas might be tor¬ 
mented in prifon, or that he might in the mean time 
get better information of the confpiracy; and notwith¬ 
standing the night drew on, he fummon’d his friends 
to come to him; the reft of them were for having 
Philotas fton’d to death, according to the Macedonian 
cuftom, but Hephsftion, Craterus and Ccenus were 
of opinion, Ci That the truth ought to be forc’d from 
“ him by tortures and then thofe who had been 
of another fentiment came over to their advice. The 
council being therefore difmis’d, Hephseftion, Crate¬ 
rus and Ccenus got up in order to have Philotas tor¬ 
tur’d, and the king calling Craterus, had fome pri¬ 
vate difcourfe with him, the fubftance whereof was 
never known, and then retir’d into his. clofet, and 
there remain'd alone a confiderable part of the night, 
expeding the event of the tortures. The executioners 
brought now before Philotas all the inftruments of 
cruelty, and he of his own accord afk’d them, f ‘ Why 
“ they delay’d killing the king’s enemy and mur- 
u therer, who confefs’d the fad ? what occafion is 
“ there for torments ? I own I contriv’d the mifchief, 
“ and would have executed it.” Then Craterus re¬ 
quir’d he fhould make the fame confeffion upon the 
rack. While they laid hold of him, and were ftripp- 
ing him and binding up his eyes, he to nopurpofe call’d 
upon the gods of the country, and the laws of nations. 
They made him pafs thro’ the fever eft torments, as if 
he had been adually condemn’d, and out of their zeal 
for the king's fafety, moft miferably tore his body. And 
notwithHanding they made ufe of both of fire and fcour- 
ges, rather by the way of punifhment than examination, 
he was fo far from crying out, that he did not fo 
much as yield a groan 5 but when his body fwell’d 
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with ulcers, and the fcourges cut to the bones, not 
being any longer able to contain himfelf, he promis’d 
them “ if they would leave off tormenting, he would 
99 difcover to them what they defir’d to knowBui he 
requir’d they fhould fwear by the king’s fafety,that they 
would torture him no more, and that the executioners 
fhould be fent away ; both which being granted him, 
he afk’d Craterus, “ What he would have him tell 
him ? ” Craterus was very much incens’d hereat, 
thinking he mock’d him, and call’d back the execu¬ 
tioners. “' Then Philotas defir’d a little time to re- 
99 cover his fpirits, and promis’d to tell them all that 
99 he knew.” In the mean time the chief officers of 
99 the cavalry, and they who were nearly related to 
Parmenio (hearing that Philotas was put upon the 
rack, and dreading the Macedonian laws, which or¬ 
dain, that the neareft relations of thofe that confpire 
againft the king, lhall die with them) fome kill’d 
themfelves, and others fled to the mountains and de<- 
farts ; the whole camp was in a confirmation, which 
the king being inform’d of, he caus’d proclamation 
to be made, “ That he remitted the law relating to 
99 the kindred of tray tors.” Philotas in the mean 
time made the following confeflion, that he might not 
be any more tormented ; but whether what he faid 
was true or falfe is hard to determine; becaufe on 
fuch occafions thofe who fpeak the truth and thofe 
who affert falfehoods are to expeft the fame fate. 

99 You are not ignorant, faid he, how familiar my 
99 father was with Hegelochus, I mean that Hegelo- 
“ chus that was kill’d in battle; he was the caufe of 
99 all our misfortunes; for when the king order’d 
99 himfelf to be faluted Jupiter’s fon, this man took it 
99 fo heinoufly, that he faid, Shall we acknowledge 
99 him for king, who is afham’d to own Philip for 
99 his father ? We are undone if we fuffer this, for he 
“ not only defpifes men but the gods themfelves. 
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<c who deftres to be thought a god, We have loft; 

“ Alexander, we have loft our king; he is fallen into 

“ that infufferable pride, that makes him odious, 
" both to the gods, to whom he equals himfelf, and 
u to mankind that he defpifes. Have we fpilt our. 
44 blood to make him a god, who now difdains us ? 
44 Who fcorns to be prefent at a council of mortals? 

44 Believe me, if we will but fhew ourfelves men, 

“ we may be alfo adopted by the gods. Who re- 
44 veng’d the death of Alexander, great grandfather 
44 of our Alexander, or that of Archelaus, or Pcrdic- 
44 cas ? Nay, has not he himfelf pardon’d the mur- 
44 therers of his own father ? This is whatTTegelo- 
“ chus faid at fupper, and the next day, early in the 
4t morning, my father fcnt for me ; he was melan- 
41 choly, and faw that I was alfo fad, for what we 
4( had heard made us very uneafy; that therefore we 
44 might know whether what he faid was the eiFeift of 
44 wine or premeditation, we fent for him, and being 
4i come, he of his own motion repeated what he had 
44 faid before, and added, that if we dar’d to be 
“ leaders in the enterprize, he claim’d the next place 
44 to us; if we did not approve of it, he would faith- 
44 fully keep our counfel. Parmenio did not think 
44 it proper to cut him off while Darius was alive, 
44 fince the enemy would reap the advantage of Alex- 
44 ander’s death, and not we ; but Darius being dead, 
iC Afia and all the eaft would fall as a reward to thofe 
44 that fhould kill the king. The advice was ap- 
44 prov’d, and faith mutually promis’d between the 
“ parties. As for what relates to Dymnus, I know 
44 nothing of it ; and after this confeflion, what will 
44 it avail me that I am altogether innocent of this 
44 laft plot ?” Then they tormented him afrefh, and 
ftruck him thcinfelves in the face and eyes with their 
darts, and at laft extorted from him a confeflion of 

this crime likewife. As they requir'd him to give an 
' orderly 
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orderly account of the whole contrivance : He an- 
fwer’d, That as it feem’d probable that the king 
<c would remain a confiderable time in Baftria, he 
fC was afraid his father, who was feventy years of 
c< age, and at the head of a great army, and had the 
<£ cuftody of a vaft treafure, might die in the mean 
£f time, and then being deprived of fuch fupports, it 
“ would be to no purpofe for him to kill the king ; 
<c he therefore defign’d to haflen the execution while 
tc the reward of it was kill in his own hands.” This 
he faid was the whole hifiory of the matter, “ and if 
“ they did not believe his father to be the author of 
“ it, he was ready to undergo the tortures again, 
“ tho' he was too weak to bear them.” Hereupon 
they conferred together, and having concluded they 
had made fufticient enquiry, they return'd to the 
king. 

The next day the king order'd his eonfeflion to be 
read to the aflcxnbly, and becaufe Philotas was not 
able to go, he caus'd hint to be brought before it: 
Here he again own'd it all to be true. They pro¬ 
ceeded next to the examination of Demetrius, who 
was accus'd to be one of the confederates in this lait 
confpiracy ; but he made great proteltations, and 
with an undaunted mind and countenance deny'd, 
“ that he had ever intended any thing againft the 
” king, and for his greater junification he defir'd to 
“ be tortur'd.” Then Philotas calling his eyes about, 
fpy’d a certain perfon nam'd Calis, not far from him, 
“ and bid him come nearer.” But Calis in the ut- 
mofl confufion refus'd to do it; fo that Philotas faid 
to him, “ Will you fuller Demetrius to lie, and 
€i caufe me to be tortur’d again ? ” At thefe words 
Calis became fpeechlefs, and turn’d as pale as if he 
had no blood left in his body. The Macedonians 
now began to fulpcdl Philotas malicioufly accus'd 
thofe that were innocent ; bccaufe neither Nichoma- 

1 thus. 
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chus, nor Philotas himfelf in his tortures, had nam’d 
the youth. However, when he found himfelf 
furrounded by the king’s officers, he confefs’d that 
both he and Demetrius were guilty. Hereupon all 
thofe who were nam’d by Nicomachus, were accord¬ 
ing to the Macedonian laws (upon a fignal given) 
fton'd to death. . 

It is certain’the king here run a great rifle, both 
as to his fafety and his life; for Parmenio and Philo¬ 
tas were fo powerful and fo well belov’d, that unlefs 
it appear’d plain they were guilty* they could never 
have been condemn’d, without the indignation of the 
whole army. For while Philotas deny’d the fad, he 
was look’d upon to be very cruelly handled ; but 
after his confeflion, there was not any even of his 
friends that pity’d him. 


The End of the Firfi Volume , 






